
CELLAR VS. BASEMENT MEASUREMENT

CELLAR BASEMENT

LESS THAN 50%
BELOW GRADE

10 FEET

4 FEET

6 FEET

1ST STORY

2ND STORY

GRADE

Measurement is taken from each side of the building. For each side, the portion where more than 50% is below 
grade is considered a cellar. The portion where less than 50% is below grade is considered a basement. 

2ND STORY

3RD STORY

1ST STORY

Exceeds maximum number 
of stories per Altadena CSD

MORE THAN 50%
BELOW GRADE

FOR QUESTIONS 
Please email recovery@planning.lacounty.gov


