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Oak Tree Permit Update

Comments & Questions: Meeting #6
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[Re: Creating a public LA County map of oak trees]

In Altadena, we've lost so many trees. The oak trees are still standing, many of

them, trying to heal. LA County Planning is working on an online data hub called TreeHub, a centralized, one-stop
destination for tree data and mapping efforts across LA County departments.

| like what you are doing, and trying to, really help the oak trees. Sometimes it

S (O feels futile, so | do like the [oak tree] map idea because a lot of times, people ask The intended purpose of TreeHub is to facilicate finding relevant and updated tree information for both
1001412025 o 7 ug me, "Can this tree get cut down?", "what is happening?", or "someone's cutting LA County staff and the public to foster stronger coordination and collaboration within LA County,

down a tree!" across various governments, for researchers and conservation groups, as well as community groups
and individuals.

There is a lot of fear happening in our community because there is so much tree

loss - especially native trees like the oak trees. So | think that having us be more  TreeHub is a work in progress and the link is here: https://trees-lacounty.hub.arcgis.com/

aware in the future - like with public education - can help. How can we help

educate the community more?

The other thing is with rebuilding [after the Eaton Fire]. . . People are building Due to the unusual circumstances around the Eaton and Palisades fires, rebuilding in Altadena is being
back to where their property was before, but then the oak trees happened to grow handled by dedicated planners from the Current Planning Division's Recovery unit.

over the decades. And so, how does that actually play into the rebuilding now

[that there are] 30 extra years of canopy? So | think there's a balancing act there  The Eaton Fire Interim Ordinance link is here:

10142025 Dorothy  Meeting and I'm not quite sure [where the balance is]. You know, | feel hopeless for some https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/206736.pdf Eaton Fire Interim Ordinance

Wong  #6 of the oak trees because people are building more, trying to build back where
their structure was before and it will really take a good arborist . . . then | just The Waiver of Certain Permit Requirements from the Disaster Recovery Ordinance with respect to oak
heard there are a limited number of foresters for the County. That is a little trees is here:
concerning. How can we work on trainings for the community or getting more https://library.municode.com/cal/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeld=TIT22PLZO_D

arborists involved? IVOAD_CH22.256DIRE_22.256.070WACEPERE


https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT22PLZO_D
https://trees-lacounty.hub.arcgis.com/
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/206736.pdf
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| think the oak trees and mature trees and the standing trees are really important
in Altadena and we can let them heal.

And then the last thing is just getting more people involved in understanding Zone
Zero. And | think | saw Jay online here. How we can just save our oaks?

And | did attend those great meetings that are happening on Mondays [that Nurit
Katz from UCLA is hosting at noon], so thank you for that. I've been learning from
a lot of experts and people who love trees, so that's been really educational.
Thank you.

Response

The Waiver of Certain Permit Requirements from the Disaster Recovery Ordinance with respect to oak
trees is here:
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeld=TIT22PLZO_D
IVOAD_CH22.256DIRE_22.256.070WACEPERE

See 22.256.070.A.4.b. (Waiver of Certain Permit Requirements):
For protected oak trees that have lost all their canopy due to the disaster, the County shall presume that
such trees are alive for at least two years following the disaster.

Nurit Katz from UCLA has been hosting Monday noon meetings with updates on the development of
Zone 0, the new defensible space regulations that are being developed by the Board of Forestry & Fire
Protection. To receive a link to her Zoom meetings, contact her directly: nkatz@fm.ucla.edu

Here is more Zone 0 information from Nurit:

Stephanie Landregan of Altadena Green gave a guest presentation during our defensible space
working group meeting on October 13 reviewing some of her observations from the Eaton Fire. For
those who missed the talk it is available here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lca09VNaU79cjpzxisvEAP5wmeu-jDEf/view?usp=drive_link

The next BOF Zone Zero meeting will be Thursday October 23. The meeting will take place in
Sacramento and you can join via Teams at this link and register (audio only) here:
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/45¢c1547f-3345-4b57-b7cb-be390259fd9e @44 7a4cal-
5405-454d-ad68-c98a520261f8 . Dial In: 1-650-564-3271 Access Code: 355 237 839%#.

The October Summary and Draft Rule Plead is now posted at: https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-
programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-and-2 .

Direct link to file: https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdfféb0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-
/media/bof-website/projects-and-programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-2/october-zone-0-summary-and-
rule-
plead.pdf?rev=927f9551dc7b4f15b8263671cca15ef2&hash=F80F2C5451370BB3C855E38CCCC516D
4

Comment may be submitted by email to: PublicComments@bof.ca.gov

LA County Planning also developed a map of potential Zone 0 impacts:
https://bit.ly/ZoneOLACounty
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What are some examples of unpermitted oak tree encroachments that have
occurred that can be mitigated after the fact?

I highly advise people to go to the source, which is the Board of Forestry & Fire
Protection (BOF). There, you can download the latest regulation, draft regulation,
and really understand what is being proposed. It aill help a lot to read what is in
there to understand that the BOF is considering the protection of trees and local
ordinances, like the LA County Oak Tree Permit ordinance.

And also attend the Board of Forestry & Fire Protection workshop on 10/23. It
will be a workshop for people to learn more about Zone 0 at the Zone Zero
Regulatory Advisory Committee Meeting Webinar on Thurs 10/23:
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/45c1547f-3345-4b57-b7cb-
be390259fd9e@447a4ca0-5405-454d-ad68-c98a5202618

It will be good to go to the source (Board of Forestry & Fire Protection) and talk to
the people who are actually working on the Zone 0 regulations and how the Board
is addressing oak tree and protected species as well. | think this is important.
https://bof.fire.ca.gov/

LA County Planning also developed a map of potential Zone 0 impacts:
https://bit.ly/ZoneOLACounty

Response

Some past cases include:

1. When vehicles are parked within the Tree Protected Zone (TPZ), the vehicles were moved outside
the TPZ.

2. When impermeable paving was installed within the TPZ, the paving was removed to reduce impacts
in the TPZ.

3. When a shed was located within the TPZ, the shed was moved to a new location outside the TPZ.

Nurit Katz from UCLA has been hosting Monday noon meetings with updates on the development of
Zone 0, the new defensible space regulations that are being developed by the Board of Forestry & Fire
Protection. To receive a link to her Zoom meetings, contact her directly: nkatz@fm.ucla.edu

Here is more Zone 0 information from Nurit:

Stephanie Landregan of Altadena Green gave a guest presentation during our defensible space
working group meeting on October 13 reviewing some of her observations from the Eaton Fire. For
those who missed the talk it is available here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lca09VNaU79cjpzxisvEAP5wmeu-jDEf/view?usp=drive_link

The next BOF Zone Zero meeting will be Thursday October 23. The meeting will take place in
Sacramento and you can join via Teams at this link and register (audio only) here:
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/45¢c1547f-3345-4b57-b7cb-be390259fd9e @44 7a4cal-
5405-454d-ad68-c98a520261f8 . Dial In: 1-650-564-3271 Access Code: 355 237 839#.

The October Summary and Draft Rule Plead is now posted at: https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-
programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-and-2 .

Direct link to file: https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdfféb0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-
/media/bof-website/projects-and-programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-2/october-zone-0-summary-and-
rule-
plead.pdf?rev=927f9551dc7b4f15b8263671cca15ef2&hash=F80F2C5451370BB3C855E38CCCC516D
4

Comment may be submitted by email to: PublicComments@bof.ca.gov

LA County Planning also developed a map of potential Zone 0 impacts:
https://bit.ly/ZoneOLACounty
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If you think the oak tree may be a hazard, we will ask the resident to contact County Forestry Division
and inquire about a no-cost Emergency Oak Tree Permit. The County Forester will make a free site visit
to assess the oak tree and provide recommendations.

What's supposed to be done when the growth of an oak tree infringes on existing

roads and structures The LA County Forestry Division's Environmental Review Unit phone:

_ _ 818-890-5719
Martin Meeting

1011412025 i #6 | was thinking of where the oak trees are not in the public right away, but you've
described as the protected area as being out to the drip line, or maybe even If the oak tree may be a potential safety hazard in the public right-of-way, we will refer the case to LA
beyond that. If the drip line of the tree is now underneath the roadway - how do  County Public Works (PW). PW has certified arborists who will assess the oak tree and perform any
we deal with that? necessary work.
If the oak tree may be a potential safety hazard and may be impeding utilities, utilities are exempt from
regulations in the Oak Tree Permit ordinance and do not need an Oak Tree Permit to impact oak trees.
The things you have been describing are related to development. What happens If yog thnjk the oak tree may be a hazard, we will ask thg resident to contact Cour.1ty Forestry DIVI.SIOH. .
. Lo . ; : ) I and inquire about a no-cost Emergency Oak Tree Permit. The County Forester will make a free site visit
if nothing is being developed - a developer is not doing anything - but there is just . .
P : : . ; ; to assess the oak tree and provide recommendations.
an individual homeowner with a tree in their yard and the tree is growing?
10/14/2025 g':;:?em Xeee“ng A neighbor of mine trimmed a limb and the limb turned out to be diseased. It was The LA County Forestry Division's Environmental Review Unit phone:

larger than what was allowed, but it was fortunate that the limb was trimmed off 818-890-5719

because a few weeks later, there was a large windstorm and the limb would have
likely broken off and could have possibly injured somebody or damanged other
property. So my neighbors have expressed fear of this ordinance.

If there is any concern that a limb may be pose a safety hazard now or in the future, please contact LA
County Forestry for them to make a site visit and assess the tree. They have a different permit pathway
for a no-cost Emergency Oak Tree Permits. The site visit is free of charge.

Please consider starting with LA County Forestry - ask them to come out first for an assessment to
avoid unnecessary or potentially misinformed arborist visits.

If you think the oak tree may be a hazard, we will ask the resident to contact County Forestry Division
and inquire about a no-cost Emergency Oak Tree Permit. The County Forester will make a free site visit
; _ The cost of multiple calls for tree timming people is not without cost. | mean, if to assess the oak tree and provide recommendations.
Martin Meeting .
10/14/2025 -l 46 you have to call somebody out a second time, you have, you know, another large
expense. Tree trimming is not cheap. The LA County Forestry Division's Environmental Review Unit phone:

818-890-5719
If there is any concern that a limb may be pose a safety hazard now or in the future, please contact LA

County Forestry for them to make a site visit and assess the tree. They have a different permit pathway
for a no-cost Emergency Oak Tree Permits. The site visit is free of charge.
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Thank you guys for doing a lot of outside research on some of these questions
and issues. | appreciate it. Specifically with reference to the moratorium issue,
which, you know, I'm particularly interested in. | understand that there are a lot of
reasons why maybe you wouldn't want to do it.

And that's fine, but | just want to point out that calling out SB330, | feel like it's an
Kelly Meeting easy answer to be like, oh, there's this line in it that talks about no moratoriums
Decker  #6 and whatever, and it's an easy way to get out of dealing with the issue, but | don't Thank you for your comment.
think that's the complete story, because SB 330 does not apply universally to the
state of California, it only applies to what are defined as affected jurisdictions.
And affected, it has a definition in the bill. And specifically, any jurisdiction with a
population less than 5,000 and not located in an urbanized area is exempt, so a
lot of the areas that we're talking about, like Kagle Canyon, for example, certainly
does not have anywhere close to 5,000 people, and is not located within an
urbanized area. | would just like to point that out.

10/14/2025

Megan  Meeting More information about SB 330 can be found here:

14/ i i
1011412025 vyitiams 46 F1ease explain SB 330 https://leginfo.legislature.ca.govifaces/bil TextClient.xhtmi?bill_id=201920200SB330

| just want to let Martin know that | posted a Oak Care and Maintenance
publication that is on your website: https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2022/10/oak-tree-care_20090529.pdf

It's a publication, that kind of explains little details, so go to that link, and it gives

- . If you think the oak tree may be a hazard, we will ask the resident to contact County Forestry Division
you some idea, and also give you the phone numbers.

and inquire about a no-cost Emergency Oak Tree Permit. The County Forester will make a free site visit

to assess the oak tree and provide recommendations.

1011412025 J. Lopez r:e“”g

| highly advise you, you get an arborist that knows the Oak Tree Permit
ordinance, and they will give you the proper advice, so you don't have to [hire

. ) The LA County Forestry Division's Environmental Review Unit phone:
arborists] twice.

818-890-5719

So, when you hire a company, make sure that the arborist that goes with them, or
forester that goes with them, somebody who knows the Los Angeles County Oak
Tree Ordinance, and will save you quite a bit of time going back and forth. They
know exactly what to do.

Here're the registration links for this year's FREE GSOB trainings by the University of California
Agriculture and Natural Resources on 10/26; 10/28; and 10/29:
https://ucanr.edu/site/goldspotted-oak-borer/gsob-blitz

Kelly Meeting There was a Save the Date for GSOB training on the Meetings and Events page,

10/14/2025 ) ; ) . )
Evans  #6chat | am looking for more information on that if possible
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| want to say thank you to Kelly for [asking for more info about GSOB] because
the Gold-spotted Oak Borer is expanding, so keeping well informed on how to
identify it, and how to see the damage, and let the county foresters or, anybody
that is managing that know is very important.
Meeting
#6

10/14/2025 J. Lopez Thank you for your comment.

It used to be only in Green Valley area, but now we find it in Ventura County as
well. And its Zone of Infestation is expanding, and especially through the
movement of firewood. So moving firewood from those locations should be
limited, but going to these meetings to get information is also very important. So,
thank you, Kelly, for bringing it up.

| just wanted to say, here in Green Valley, where we, were infected heavily with
GSOB, LA County did a GIS map of all the trees in our area, and so we could see
what was an amplifier tree. So those are marked in one color, healthy trees are
marked in another color, and then GSOB-infected trees that we're keeping an eye
on were marked in another color, and then removed trees were also marked. So,
it really helped us as a community to see what was going on with our trees.

So, | think mapping is extraordinary information. This mapping was done by
Gay Meeting Melissa Valente from LA County Fire Forestry so we could see what was going

10/14/2025 ' X :
Crusius ~ #6 on. It's very informative.

Thank you for your comment.

[Re: LA County Planning's question, "Did the community participate in mapping?"]
No, it wasn't something where we interacted with it. She was monitoring it. | don't
think it's being continued to be monitored . . . , you have people who are very
interested, and people who are not interested. It's just one of those things where if
you have a tree, if you've lost a tree in your yard, then you become very, very
interested.

| understand that, people are counting trees [in Altadena], from listening to
different arborists, around town. but residents, you know, unless you know
exactly where you live and what we have remaiing... | know the one oak tree that
is in the public right-of-way - that is the mighty tree that didn't get burnt much. But
Dorothy Meeting at the end of the day right now, clearly, most trees have been cut down. Other

10/14/2025
Wong  #6 than the surviving oaks that are waiting for their time.

Thank you for your comment.

And, we're hoping for the best, but | think for the community, understanding
what's happening, is still important.
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We've even had beautiful Deodar [cedars] that have been cut down lately
because the resident had to sell their house. And then, in order to not be worried
about Zone Zero or maxing out space, they cut down this beautiful, mature
Deodar [cedar] tree. And so the only trees that are protected are the oak trees.

And maybe it can even help us in rebuilding, like, even me, I'm thinking, oh,
maybe we put an oak tree in our front yard, you know? Or, you know, | mean, a lot
of us are thinking about what we put back for the next generation.

Or how we can maybe, partner with, Public Works in the public right-of-way,
depending where, our utility undergrounding might happen, might be a good
place, now that the oak trees aren't getting cut down because they're in the way,
of utility lines.

There're a lot that so many of us are still thinking about, because we've lost so
much, and the standing trees are the oaks at this point. So, | think having that be
a project or just to know that information is available can be helpful.

A few days ago, people are asking, was that an oak tree? |Is someone cutting
down an oak tree? And if [the trees] were on a map, people might know, oh yeah,
that's oak tree, or, oh, that was, Aleppo pine.

I think it would be helpful, and also for our education and our community. Again,
there is a lot of benefits to Oaks, and at the same time, people might be [thinking],
the oaks are going to be in the way, so we're not planting oaks. And so, | think
this ordinance is important even if it is something that helps us better understand
the oak trees. | think that's super-important, too. This work is very important, that's
why I'm here with you all on a Tuesday night.

Response

Thank you for your comment.|

We hope our TreeHub (which is a work-in-progress) can help be a centralized resource for collecting
and sharing such useful tree data: https://bit.ly/treehub
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Good job, Dorothy, great points. Regarding Zone 0 and oaks - so Zone 0 takes
consideration of that. No damaged should be done to oak trees in Zone 0.

Second, when you're going to rebuild a LA County Forester will work with you for
a Fuel Modification Plan review which will be the landscape of the area, and the
oak tree is something to protect and so it will be protected during construction as
well.

| just posted three links in the chat.

1. The first is for the LA County Gold-spotted Oak Borer (GSOB) Bioblitz.
When | was in the LA County Forestry Division, | was one of the first ones who
worked in Green Valley and they've done a great job.
https://fire.lacounty.gov/goldspotted-oak-borer-blitz/

2. The second is for the Green Valley Oak Tree Alliance. They have done a
wonderful job educating their community.
http://greenvalleyoaktreealliance.org/

3. The last link is the one to the Map and Mark program that [the Green Valley
Oak Tree Alliance] has. You can do that for your own property and let people
know about your oak tree. If people are looking for information, Green Valley has
been fantastic to work with.
http://greenvalleyoaktreealliance.org/map-mark-monitor/

Yes, thanks, Jay, for putting those up. Those last two Green Valley sites are from
my group working. We've had GSOB up [in Green Valley] since 2015, so it's
something where we were trying to get people to map their own yard. And mark
trees that they thought might be infected and monitor their own yards in terms of
trees. Some of us have 20 or 25 oak trees on the yard, so that's what we were
trying to do.

But the GIS map that Melissa created really told the whole picture.

Response

University of California Agriculture and Natural Resource & Los Angeles County's FREE GSOB
trainings on 10/26, 10/28, and 10/29:
https://ucanr.edu/site/goldspotted-oak-borer/gsob-blitz

Thank you for your comment.
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I'm just very disturbed about what | see and hear about the lack of real prevention
of the destruction of oaks. The fines that seem to be indicated are not real fines
that are going to prevent any, developer from wanting to be able to say, it's
nothing to pay, and | can then build a huge building, and so on. I'm concerned
about so many things that the majority of trees your'e talking about replacing an

old-growth tree, a heritage tree as you call it, it's not even that much of an old-
Alt

Kurt _growth one, but it is an old growth. Doesn't come close to replacing what that tree
10/16/2025 Meet
Krueger #§e " does for another 50 years, at least, especially its impact on all the insects and VLI 7R01ielr e Com it
animals and microbiome and macrobiome that is surrounding the trees.
One of the things, if you look at some of the fires, some of the houses that were
remaining in the Altadena fire, some of them were surrounded by old-growth oak
trees, because they actually protected those houses, and you don't see that
happening with anything that's anywhere near small or anything else.
On the whim of the inspector to be able to, come and go, or how much is a
monetary issue going to be able to affect the people doing this? Did you see that?
This pest control seems to be one of the biggest issues that I've ever seen
affecting humanity today, is the poisoning, not only of one pest but all kinds of
other animals and insects, and other kinds of things that dramatically affect the
Kurt __ entire micro and macrobiome, including human beings. You look at the diseases . .
10/16/2025 Meet
Krueger #eee " that have come about since we used the immense pest control that we have now. We will follow up to discuss.
I'm very upset that there's nothing really planned for the future generations. It's all
about the next generation, and that's one generation away, so your great-great-
grandchildren would not be able to see and be protected by these old-growth
trees. Is there anything else that | can do to help, really solve the issue of, for the
future generations?
. Alt
(0/1e/202o0 m cr s aMeeting Pest control chemicals harmful to others, not just one pest, including humans... Thank you for your comment.
#6 chat
Rebecca Alt . . .
10/16/2025 | Meeting | love the idea of an oak tree restoration permit. Great name!! Thank you for your comment.
#6 Chat
The appraised value of the oak tree is calculated according to the most current edition of the Council of
Tree and Landscape Appraiser’s Guide for Plant Appraisal . The most recent edition is the 10th Edition,
. Alt Revised.
101612025 | °°® Meeting How will the in-lieu fees be calculated?
Latta 46 Chat

The guide in the existing Oak Tree Permit was named the "Guide for Establishing Values for Trees and
Shrubs" but the title of this guide has changed since then. We are updating the Oak Tree Permit to
reflect the new title of the guide, the Guide for Plant Appraisal.
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One of the questions | asked was, what is it that we can do besides what we've
been doing so far that might really make a big change? And | got the reply to be
able to, you know, we can talk later, but that doesn't allow the people that are
online right now to be able to hear that kind of a response. The people that are
quiet, and are not so verbose as some people who've been around a little bit,

have taken the opportunity for them. One goal of the Oak Tree Permit is to strike a balance that is necessary between the natural world and

the built environment, because are more areas become populated in environments where oak trees are

10/16/2025 Eu" Meeting | would put up massive fees, f(.Jr people having, gone agalns_t the whole heart of plentiful, the greater the need becomes to find a balance between preservation and development. The
rueger o the reason why we have any kind of oak tree permit and cutting. Because when | - . P .
. S . purpose of the Oak Tree Permit is to limit and minimize impacts to oak trees as much as practicable
saw the permitted, trimming of an oak. That dramatically changes the reach that . e .
) . g . with the goal to preserve and maintain the health of oak trees in the development process.
the oak will ever have. And the whole thing about an oak tree is its reach of its
shade, its reach of its wings spreading, so to speak. And that helps to not only the
oak; it protects everything around it. And the amount of pruning is going to stop
that from being able to spread very far at all.
So, what's the purpose of that, if you allow the unimpeded pruning.
Yes, the Oak Tree Permit update includes both Oak Tree Permits without a public hearing
(Administrative Oak Tree Permits, also known as Ministerial Oak Tree Permits) and Oak Tree Permits
Alt ; ; : ; ; ;
10/16/2025 'F‘,‘,’:;ieck ;\iﬂ:eting Do these updates apply also to administrative permits? T &l (e e Ty (Lt Sy RS LSS (ETmallED)

Please see the recording of Meeting #3 for a more detailed overview of tiered permitting:
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/oak-tree-program/meetings-and-headings/
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Lynne Alt
Meeting
Plambeck #6
Lynne (a8
Meeting
Plambeck #6
Lynne Alt
Meeting
Plambeck #6

| also want to, reiterate what Kurt said. Our city of Santa Clarita permit is much
more liberal than the county's permit, unfortunately. And | had an issue with my
neighbor. Even though our county permit says you can only take back 20% of the
canopy, this person trimmed almost the whole canopy.

| don't think the oaks will live, and we've already had two oak deaths because of
that on another street.

Do you have a list of qualified tree services? This is because | think when [poor
pruning] happens, it is because the tree trimmers just didn't know what they were
doing.

And the homeowner didn't apply for a permit because the city didn't require
permits for cutting limbs on private property. So [the homeowners] didn't get any
indication of what they should be doing, and it seems like there would be a way
with education to solve that.

It seems like one way to address this is to have a list of qualified tree services and
then the tree service had to be qualified by coming in for a meeting about what
the County ordinance is, and how far they can trim the oak trees back, so they get
a little bit of training.

And then some kind of fine if they violate it? | don't know. | mean, | think part of
the problem is the tree trimmers. And, it's also education of the homeowners.

When we worked on the administrative permit, the planning department is now
supposed to be, with our settlement agreement, encouraging homeowners to
make plans around the oaks, and to avoid them. And if they can't find a place on
the property to consider planting [oak trees] on public land as street trees or in a
park so that oak tree is not lost. [There was supposed to be] payment into a fund.
Where does the money go?

Response

LA County Planning does not keep a list of qualified tree services, but refers applicants instead to the
Trees Are Good website:
https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist

We are planning on providing a list of questions for residents to use in order to ensure they hire an
arborist who is knowledgeable about best pruning practices for oak trees and the LA County Oak Tree
Permit.

We are also planning on adding pruning guidelines into the new Development Standards of the Oak
Tree Permit update.

In the Oak Tree Permit update, we are proposing an Oak Tree Restoration Permit for unpermitted oak
tree impacts.

In the Oak Tree Permit update, we are considering codifying development standards for avoiding and
minimizing impacts to oak trees. Please see the recording of Meeting #3 for an overview:
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/oak-tree-program/meetings-and-headings/

The Oak Forest Special Fund is where in-lieu fees are deposited when an applicant lacks space onsite
for planting replacement oak trees. This Fund is overseen by LA County Department of Parks and
Recreation and is used to plant oak trees in County parklands.

Page 11 of 21



https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist/findanarborist
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/oak-tree-program/meetings-and-headings/

LA COUNTY

PLANNING

Commentor

Meeting s
Date o— s Comment or Question Response

The big thing is developers and Public Works just cut down 15 valley oaks here . .
. they were going around them and then all of a sudden, they were all gone.

We can't save these oak trees, especially with these big developments, if they
don't make an attempt to incorporated them into the planning process.

Alt
10/16/2025 'F‘,‘,’:;ieck Meeting A |ot of oaks are [barely alive] at this point. [The tree trimmers] don't know what Thank you for your comment.
i3 they're doing. They cut the roots, and they take more of the canopy than they
should. It's all very distressing to me, and | feel so distressed because losing
these trees, you know, | feel like | can't even protect them in my own
neighborhood. The county's proposing cutting hundreds and hundreds of oaks
down out here, and | can't even protect them in my own neighborhood. The
developer is proposing and the County will allow [it].
Well, the same thing with the tree trimmers of Southern California, Edison, and
Alt many of these other companies, because we just had up the street from us, trees
10/16/2025 ﬁ?:eger Meeting totally flat-topped. ... it was not only illegal to do it that way and so on, they gota  Thank you for your comment.
#6 miniscule little fine, the trimmers that did it for Southern California. It was like a
spit in the bucket for them.
Kurt M3 So, when Is it th?t \we can get an qak tree permit _thats going to have that ‘.(md et Utlities are exempt from the Oak Tree Permit. State legislation and the Public Utilities Commission has
(0/1e/202o0 m er s eeting meat in the law, instead of just letting so many things go to these corporations requlatory authority for utilities and trees
e that are there to be able to just do what they want? guiatory y :
We could work with the County to work together to have a joint meeting between
Edison and the public. People that care about the oak trees [can] try to get them
10M6/2025 Lynne Q"eeﬁng to do a better job of trimming them, because in some cases, there was no reason LA County Planning has hosted joint meetings between the public and SoCal Edison in the Santa
Plambeck for them to do what they did. Monica Mountains in the past in an effort to improve the quality of tree pruning around utility equipment.

It almost looks to me like somebody wanted the firewood.
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[SoCal Edison] has gone rogue to a certain degree, because the law says that
they need to keep 4 feet of clearance. [What they do now is] basically prune to a
year's worth of growth.

But we've talked them into pruning twice a year, in some cases, to give oak trees
more space. This is only important to you because they will go to 12 feet, and they
will not pay their contractor until they go to 12 feet. [They] often take huge chunks
and large branches out of trees and cause sunburn and severe damage to both
county street trees and private oak trees in Altadena and other places.

Rebecca A S0l th|r1k itis important t'o oLl you guys IENCRITE much: I. real!y. Utlities are exempt from the Oak Tree Permit. State legislation and the Public Utilities Commission has
10/16/2025 | - Meeting appreciate how hard you've worked on this, and | understand how difficult it is . . . . L
#5 regulatory authority for utilities and trees.

but | do think there is a point where the county needs to pull Edison in and say,
"Enough! You need to treat oaks as special and trim them twice a year, and don't
go to 12 feet!"

Come on, don't be ridiculous. They promised us they would, and then they didn't.
Their contractor is out there beating up on clients in Altadena every 3 to 4
months. So, not only did people get harassed by the removal contractors coming
in, trying to take trees down after the fire. Then on top of that, Edison just went
around and looked for the biggest trees in the neighborhood near power lines and
tried to force people to take them down, and that is still going on. It's a really big
deal.

10162025 Rebecca ':‘A';eﬁng PG and E has admitted that fires are not started by trees. They have admitted that

Latta #6chat fires are started by equipment. Thank you for your comment

So my other big comment, and | know that it's} out of your scope a little bit, but |
need to say it anyway.

We need a moratorium on mature tree removal in Altadena. It is bad up there.

Reb Alt There's so many big, healthy, mature trees coming down right now. And, | don't
1011612025 " 2°°°@ Meeting know what to do, but | honestly think you need a short-term moratorium on tree  Thank you for your comment
#

removals, and you need to make people show them on their plans and review
them. You are going to have such incredibly ridiculous spikes in heat up there. It's
already bad, but if we have a hot year. You can assume that the spikes in the
hottest part of the summer will be amplified by the lack of tree cover, since we've
lost more than 50%.
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So this is a health and human safety sort of thing. It's not just, it's a tree. It's also
about people's safety and livability in that space. It's really important. There are
people up there, strong-arming homeowners into taking oak trees and other trees
down, and yes, they do want the wood. They make money on the wood.

So, we've had a really hard time stopping that. And | understand that this isn't up
yet, and you guys are doing everything you can to try to change the rules so that
they don't, they can't keep abusing them, but we're losing trees right now.

Response

Meeting And so | met with, some of the planning staff that was at the center that you have Thank you for your comment

Rebecca Alt
Latta #6
Al Cllcteeting
Walton #6
Ellen ’l‘\\/IIZ;eting
Walton #6
Lynne (8
Meeting
Plambeck #6
Rebecca Alt .
Latta Meeting
#6

on Woodbury. Basically, they're not even asking people for accurate tree maps
that show where these trees are on their property. Because I'm having
homeowners with on adjacent property doing things that are damaging their trees,
and we go into planning and ask them the question, and those trees aren't even
shown on their plans.

So, | don't really know what to do other than to just bring you into the loop and let
you know what I'm seeing, but it's horrifying. So, | understand that this has to go

through its process, but I'm hoping that there's also something we can do for the
short term, in the immediate future.

| have heard that Calabasas puts a 5 year hold on any property that has earned a
violation.

| stapled my waiver all around my dead oak in Altadena

[Re: Rebecca's comment on trees coming down]
Well, they still have to get permits, even if the trees have been for oak trees, no
matter what, don't they? Can't you report that as a violation?

[Re: Lynne's comment about reporting violations]

Well, sure, if you see it, I'm not always there seeing the trees being damaged or
coming down, but what usually happens is somebody, emails or sends
information to Altadena Green. And we get something saying, this tree came
down, this oak tree came down on the street, and we don't even have addresses
sometimes.

Thank you for your comment.
Calabasas' Oak Tree Permit:
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/acwm/216006_CityOfCalabasasMC.pdf

Thank you for your comment.

LA County Zoning Enforcement is complaint-based.
Violations begin when a member of the public makes a complaint with them:
https://planning.lacounty.gov/enforcement/

Please contact Zoning Enforcement to report a violation: Email
zoningenforcement@planning.lacounty.gov or call (213) 974-6453

LA County Zoning Enforcement is complaint-based.
Violations begin when a member of the public makes a complaint with them:
https://planning.lacounty.gov/enforcement/

Please contact Zoning Enforcement to report a violation: Email
zoningenforcement@planning.lacounty.gov or call (213) 974-6453
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10/16/2025

10/16/2025
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Lynne (8
Meeting
Plambeck #6
Rebecca ’ll\\/IIZzetin
Latta 9
#
Lynne B
Meeting
Plambeck #6
Rebecca it
Latta Meeting
#6
Lynne (8
Meeting
Plambeck #6
Rebecca ’ll\\/IIZzetin
Latta 9
#
Rebecca e .
i Meeting
#6 chat

[Re: Rebecca's comment on trees coming down]
Well, if people would encourage them to take pictures, that's the only way.

[Re: Lynne's comment about reporting violations]
How do you know who did it?

[Re: Rebecca's comment on trees coming down]
Oh, | don't think it matters. | mean, the tree's gone. Does it matter who did it?

[Re: Lynne's comment about reporting violations]
If you're a code enforcement, it does, because code enforcement's not going to
go after if they don't know who took it.

[Re: Rebecca's comment on trees coming down]
Well, the homeowner took it.

[Re: Lynne's comment about reporting violations]

People usually assume that, absolutely. But we don't know. We're not always up
there and don't always know. We can tell that the trees have come down on
[private] property. Some are oaks and others are not oaks. When I'm doing
surveys, | see it.

Can the County Fund another Forester position with fees from violations?

Response

LA County Zoning Enforcement is complaint-based.

A potential violation case begins when a member of the public makes a complaint:
https://planning.lacounty.gov/enforcement/

Please contact Zoning Enforcement to report a violation: Email
zoningenforcement@planning.lacounty.gov or call (213) 974-6453

Once a complaint is made, enforcement planners will research the case, make a site inspection, and

assess whether a violation is present. If a violation is deemed to be present, the enforcement planner
will begin to document the violation, including taking pictures.

LA County Zoning Enforcement will contact the property owner.

The Oak Forest Special Fund is overseen by the LA County Department of Parks and Recreation, not
LA County Fire (Forestry Division).
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The Oak Forest Special Fund is overseen by the LA County Department of Parks and Recreation.

In the existing Oak Tree Permit, applicants pay into the Oak Forest Special Fund (OFSF) when there is
inadequate space onsite to plant replacement oak trees. In such a case, in-lieu fees are collected and
deposited into the OFSF. These funds are then used to plant oak trees in County parks to be

Alt maintained by Parks and Recreation.

Kurt

1011612025 | ooy Meeting How is the Oak Forest Special Fund [work]?
#6 chat
In the proposed Oak Tree Permit update, we are proposing to keep this procedure in place. We are
also proposing to add a requirement to pay an in-lieu fee into the OFSF when unpermitted impacts to
oak trees occur, in addition to rectifying the unpermitted impacts: planting replacement trees (if an
unpermitted removal occurred), requiring restorative pruning measures (if unpermitted pruning
happened), or removing encroachments (if unpermitted encroachments occurred).
In the proposed Oak Tree Permit, we are also proposing to add a requirement to pay an in-lieu fee into
Alt The old axiom of “It's better to ask for forgiveness than ask for permission”. the OFSF when unpermitted impacts to oak trees occur, in addition to rectifying the unpermitted
10/16/2025 5\;';?0” Meeting Usually used for misogyny, but | think the costs (time, money) need to be word of impacts: planting replacement trees (if an unpermitted removal occurred), requiring restorative pruning
#chat  mouth prohibitive. measures (if unpermitted pruning happened), or removing encroachments (if unpermitted
encroachments occurred).
Kurt Alt
101612025 joger  Mesting Ten saplings don’t come close to replacing a heritage Oak. Thank you for your comment.
#6 chat
. . . . In Meeting #6, we described Zoning Enforcement's Noncompliance fee and additional fees. Recordings
Alt
s Meeting The whim of the inspector and no monetary enforcement. If fines could be higher for Meeting #6 and other mestings are here:

Krueger i - i i i i
T WA e T RO I = IR RN S D https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/oak-tree-program/meetings-and-headings/

1016/2025 \E\JlaelTon Meeting How do we notify property owners? LA County Planning's Zoning Enforcement will contact the property owner when a complaint has been

#6 chat lodged and a violation found on the property.

LA County Zoning Enforcement is complaint-based.
Violations begin when a member of the public makes a complaint with them:

Alt . ;
10M6/2025 Ellen Mesting How do we report violations? https://planning.lacounty.gov/enforcement/
Walton #6 chat
Please contact Zoning Enforcement to report a violation: Email
zoningenforcement@planning.lacounty.gov or call (213) 974-6453
Alt ; ;
101612025 Kurt Meeting Did you see the homes saved in Altadena that were surrounded by OLD Thank you for your comment.

Krueger o) GROWTH OAKS?
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Rebecca
10/16/2025 Latta

1016/2025 Rebecea
Latta

Rebecca
10/16/2025 Latta

Rebecca
10/16/2025 Latta

Rebecca
10/16/2025 Latta
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o 9 Comment or Question

Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

Alt
Meeting
#6

Alt
Meeting
#6

Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

How will the in-lieu fees be calculated? Can we use the appraised value of the
trees? How will you protect your special forest fund? Can we use the appraised
value using the 10th edition?

We try to encourage people to talk to County Forestry, because they're fantastic.
That's why | put in the chat, we need to hire more county foresters. And I'm
hoping that maybe some of that money that goes into them. Special fund can go
towards, funding that.

But it's got to start with the Regional Planning one-stop desk, because if they
don't ask for this stuff, and they aren't making sure that people are actually
representing the oak trees on their property. Then people do whatever they want,
because they basically haven't admitted they have an oak tree on the property.
And planning's not checking for it.

There's got to be some way to close that loop and make sure that those trees are
being accounted for.

When people come in, because there's going to be a lot of people coming in
trying to pull permits right now. So that's a question to you guys. | realize it's
outside of the scope of this, but it's something that concerns us greatly right now.

How can we get applicants to show all oak trees including those impacted on
adjacent property.

Can planners verify that all the oak trees are shown on plans to scale with actual
canopy shown?

Somewhere can we put a warning that property owners should not make canopy
smaller just to avoid having to get a permit? They should know that Forestry can
see when a tree has been pruned?

Response

The existing Oak Tree Permit refers to the most recent edition of The Guide for Plant Appraisal. The
most recent edition is the 10th Edition, Revised.

No changes to this proposed in the Oak Tree Permit update.

The Oak Forest Special Fund is being overseen by LA County Department of Parks and Recreation.

The Oak Forest Special Fund is being overseen by LA County Department of Parks and Recreation for
the purpose of planting oak trees in parks. County Forestry is a division of LA County Fire.

LA County Planning is leading a County mapping workgroup called Oaks and Mapping. We hope to one
day develop a map of oak trees in LA County so we can account for individual oak trees by accessing
such a map. As a first step, we are organizing County tree data in the TreeHub, a work-in-progress:
https://bit.ly/treehub

In the existing Oak Tree Permit procedure, planners use satellite imagery to check for oak trees during
application intake and coordinate with County Foresters who are tasked with verifying submitted oak
tree reports.

In the proposed Oak Tree Ordinance, we are planning to include a provision prohibiting "shrinking" oak
trees to reduce the Tree Protected Zone, and for Forestry and Planning to coordinate to ensure this
practice is not allowed.
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101612025 KUt
Krueger

Rebecca
10/16/2025 e

10/16/2025 Pat Ruiz

10/16/2025 Pat Ruiz

10162025 KUt
Krueger
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Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

Alt
Meeting
#6 chat

Alt
Meeting
#6

So no enforcement, no preventive fines?

The pruning could cause the tree to be majorly impacted in growth - spreading
the ... The Public are in reality the enforcer.

We could get volunteers to ground truth tree species. | also think that Cal Poly
Pomona did Lidar results that they should share with you . . . Maybe not Pomona -
San Luis Obispo Matt Ritter

Google maps for aerials

For monitoring-the more eyes the better. Maybe get school kids involved. And
interested in oak trees and the benefits they have... elementary schools can do
field trips to nearby new oaks to check status.

About the use of Al and drones, | have a friend who is from Holland who spends
half a year in the rainforest and attempting to save the rainforest. Now when we
destroy so many million trees in a year in the rainforest, we cannot plant enough
to be able to come close to replenishing it.

And this is what we're doing the same thing with our forests of all kinds of trees in
our country. And it's a sick, sick situation that's got to be remedied, and we're the
only ones that seem to be attempting to remedy it in some way. | just ask for as
much support on that as possible. | don't know if | have the ability to be able to put
in the photograph of what 20% of the Amazon looks like. It's basically a desert.
The place that used to have the river, with all the fish, with all the other kinds of
plant life in it. It's gone. And there's still forest around it, because It hasn't died

yet. And that's one of the things that we've got to look at in our future.

Response

Zoning enforcement is complaint-based. This means a complaint is necessary for the enforcement
process to begin.

A complaint, once received, will initiate an investigation into whether a violation has occurred. If no
violation has occurred, the case will be closed. If a violation has occurred, an enforcement planner will
issue a Notice of Violation to the violator and then provide the violator an opportunity to remedy the
violation. If the violator does not remedy the violation, the enforcement planner will issue a Final Zoning
Enforcement Order. The violator then has another opportunity to remedy the violation. If the violation
still remains, then the enforcement planner will issue a Non-Compliance fee. If the Non-Compliance fee
is not paid in 15 days, additional fees will be applied. If the violation remains, then the case will be
referred to the District Attorney or the County Counsel.

These data can be very helpful. Thank you for your offer to include these data in TreeHub so we have a
better understanding of where oak trees are located. https://bit.ly/treehub

LA County Planning uses GIS-NET which includes satellite imagery as well as zoning and planning
data.

Here is GIS-NET public:
https://planning.lacounty.gov/maps-and-gis/gis-net-public/

Thank you for your comment.

Thank you for your comment.
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Read and Share this for many ACTION STEPS anyone may start:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rxPPnUavmEvowJKQRWW_zP2zBOnGsus
wFixZDYe2jFM/edit?usp=sharing

And here’s more from Rob de Laet, a more scientific approach, who is in the field
about 1/2 the year. A more refined document was prepared "one pager" on how
to cool the planet

Kurt R https://docs.google.com/document/d/185rkp7FlyFLyY6Wrjd9f1YxVsi-

10/16/2025 Meeti
Krueger ooV 9hAIDKO_VBAGLuug/edit?tab=t.0

Thank you for your comment and links.
The Territory is a National Geographic film of the Amazons destruction and efforts

to save the LUNGS OF THE EARTH. https://films.nationalgeographic.com/the-

territory.

For ways to solve the issues facing Societies see the documentary ‘Time of the
Sixth Sun', https://timeofthesixthsunlaunch.com/access#row-159

Alt : : . .
Lynne | appreciate this process after what we went through with the tune-up issue. So, |
10/16/2025 M l
Plambeck #eeenng think this was much better! Everybody was able to give input, that was good. Thank you for your comment!
Yes, LA County Planning uses GIS and is leading the Oaks and Mapping subgroup of the LA County
| have a random question. Tree Committee and oversee TreeHub: https://bit.ly/treehub
| know you mentioned the mapping. Do you guys use GIS software for mapping?
Alt That's a great way, especially if you have people on the ground, looking at the In the Oak Tree Permit update, we are also working on requiring arborists who write Oak Tree Reports
101612025 22" peeting  health of the trees and all that. That's a great tool to use, because | know drones  to submit geolocations of oak trees in their tree inventory so we can map tree data by tree data point
Casas
i3 are becoming a big thing, but with an actual, like, certified arborist there instead of by a parcel polygon.
assessing the tree. And then adding those comments to the data or to the GIS
software. It makes things a lot more detailed and easier to understand. LA County Planning also developed a map of potential Zone 0 impacts:
https://bit.ly/ZoneOLACounty
Another rand.om question is, for the forestry positions, with LA County, is that with This is where to look for job openings in LA County:
LA County Fire? h
Alt ; . . . . https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/LACOUNTY
Jonathan _ I'm hoping that you guys have some more positions, opening up with that,
10/16/2025 Meeting
Casas 6 because that'd be fun to do.

| don't see any forester openings in the Fire Department right now, but see a forester opening in Public

Hopefully this permit will allow [for there to be more County Foresters]. Works.
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Lynne and a number of us seem to be on the same page. The only thing that that
page doesn't have is the coagulation of the people who are really interested and
involved. And that's why | put into the chat my name and my email, so that we can
continue to be able to have offline discussions, and if need be, you know, maybe |
should have put in the phone number, because without us coalescing into a

At stronger synergistic force, things don't change. | just saw an incredible document.

Kurt It was actually the last words of a lady who just passed on, Jane Goodall.

10/16/2025 Meeting Thank you for your comment.
#6

Krueger

| was blessed to meet her at one time in San Pedro, just recently, actually, and
she passed on here in America, too. | really, really feel we've got our work to do,
and we're doing it, and I'm not gonna stop. So thank you very much.

Kurt Krueger, PeaceMakersCircles@gmail.com

We are not able to share the email list, but Kurt has provided his email above.

i ici i ?
Lynne At Is there a} way of sharing the participants in these worksho;?s. . Participant names are also visible in the transcript that appears in the sidebar of each Zoom recording
101612025 o, o Meeting [Re: Kurt's comment about the need to coalesce] | agree with Kirk, we need to ) . . . )
ambeck e and in the chat, and in the Responses to Comments and Questions for each meeting on the project
coalesce. . . . . :
website: https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/oak-tree-program/meetings-and-headings/
10/16/2025 e ':/I‘It ting W Id Idd k k Thank you fi t
Plambeck #Gee ing We could, we could do a oak conservancy, a county oak conservancy. ank you for your comment.
I've just put out to a number of educational organizations about the Peacemakers
it's called the Peacemakers Challenge. And the challenge is to get every kid in
every school in their particular room that they're in, the kids find out what is their
vision for peace.
And it might be to be able to have what | call a peace garden instead of the old
name, "victory garden." Or it could be that they're wanting to be able to prevent,
abuse, bullying or something. But each room decides which is going to be their
focus. And the winning room of the school that had the most effect and results of
Alt ; ;
Kurt _ their quest would be the one that wins and goes on to the next level of the school
10/16/2025 M
Krueger #eeetmg system and then they collaborate with the winners of the other schools, to design Thank you for your comment.

a grander vision for bringing peace to life in so many ways.

It might be to save the old oaks. It might be to be able to build buildings and have
permits for buildings that are -- instead of square boxes like we've had -- making
it more like what's up in the name of the Quail Valley | think it is, up in Ojai area,
where they have no square anything, and it's made with adobe and other kinds of
natural fibers that are totally resistant to fire, and keeps the heat in and the cold
out, and so on and so forth. There are technologies that we can use -- some old
and some new -- to make an incredible life on this planet.
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For anybody that loves Valley Oaks should come and see, our big Valley Oak that Lynne Plambeck and her organization, the Santa Clarita Organization for Planning and the Environment

we were able to save from development, and then Supervisor Barger got it, (SCOPE), together with environmental activist John Quigley, spearheaded this effort to make Old Glory,
L Alt permitted, got it nominated and accepted for landmark status, and | think it is an over 400-year old valley oak (Quercus lobata) in unincorporated Santa Clarita, the first tree ever to
10/16/2025 P‘,’:;ieck Meeting maybe the first tree in the county that got that? become a designated Historic Landmark in unincorporated Los Angeles County:
#6

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/195551.pdf
[Old Glory is the name of the tree and] it is at 25600 Pico Canyon Road, in Pico
Canyon Park. And if you want to see an amazing oak, that's fun More about Old Glory: https://scope.org/preservation/old-glory/
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