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SEI had mixed success in accessing properties, some of which proved too remote or too 
potentially dangerous to photograph from the public ROW. SEI assessed the resulting data, 
including all photos, and determined sixty-one (61) properties were potentially eligible, thereby 
meriting documentation on DPR Forms for all eligible properties. Twenty-two (22) properties were 
deemed ineligible for survey since they were indiscernible or else inadequately discernable from 
the public ROW. SEI subsequently compiled the results of this determination into an Excel 
spreadsheet with basic information (including photos where available) and initial evaluation. 
 

Evaluation Methodology 

Following the fieldwork, all properties identified in the field survey were reviewed to establish the 
following categories of properties defined below: 
 
Priority Nominations: Properties in this category retain a high level of integrity and meet the 
eligibility standards for a significant theme in the history of the community theme as defined in the 
HCS. These themes include: 
 

• Architectural Styles 

• Infrastructure 

• Industrial Development 

• Agricultural Development 

• Residential Development 

• Commercial Development 

• Institutional Development 

• Parks and Recreation 

• Health 
  
They may serve as good examples of a specific architectural style or rare property type within the 
community. Properties in this category were identified by community input or through field survey 
and research efforts. It is recommended that the nomination of these properties to the County’s 
list of designated historic landmarks be prioritized. 
 
Eligible for Designation: Like priority nominations, properties in this category retain a high level 
of integrity and meet the eligibility standards for a significant theme in the history of the community 
as defined in the HCS. They may serve as good examples of a specific architectural style or rare 
property type within the community. These properties may have minor alterations. Alterations that 
are considered minor are those that cannot be viewed from the public right-of-way, are reversible, 
or are compatible with the building as it appeared during the period of significance. Properties in 
this category were identified by community input or through field survey and research efforts. 
While not priority nominations, these properties appear eligible for designation in the future. 
 
Ineligible Properties: Through the course of research, public outreach efforts, or field efforts, 
properties in this category were not identified as having the potential to be historically significant. 
Even with additional research and preservation or restoration activities, it is unlikely that these 
properties would rise to the level of significance required for designation. 
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3.  Regulatory Setting 
Federal, state, and local historic preservation programs provide specific criteria for evaluating the 
potential significance of a historic-era resource. Although the criteria used by the different 
programs (as relevant here, the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California 
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and the County‘s Criteria for the Designation of 
Landmarks and Historic Districts) vary in their specifics, they focus on many of the same general 
themes. In general, a resource needs to only meet one criterion in order to be considered 
historically significant. 
 
Another area of similarity is the concept of integrity—generally defined as the survival of physical 
characteristics that existed during the resource’s period of significance. Federal, state, and local 
historic preservation programs require that resources maintain integrity in order to be identified 
as eligible for listing as historic. However, the NRHP maintains a higher, more rigid threshold for 
integrity than the CRHR, noting that properties either retain integrity or they do not. 
 

3.1 Federal 

National Register of Historic Places 

While there is no federal nexus for this project, the subject properties were evaluated in 
consideration of NRHP designation criteria. The NRHP is the United States’ official list of districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects worthy of preservation. Overseen by the National Park 
Service under the U.S. Department of the Interior, the NRHP was authorized under the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended. Its listings encompass all National Historic Landmarks, 
as well as historic areas administered by the National Park Service. 
 
NRHP guidelines for the evaluation of historic significance were developed to be flexible and to 
recognize the accomplishments of all who have made significant contributions to the nation’s 
history and heritage. Its criteria are designed to guide state and local governments, federal 
agencies, and others in evaluating potential entries in the NRHP. For a property to be listed in or 
determined eligible for listing, it must be demonstrated to possess integrity and to meet at least 
one of the following criteria: 
 
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and 
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 
 

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; or 

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or 
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D. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.1 

 
In addition to these basic evaluation criteria, the NRHP outlines further criteria considerations for 
significance. Moved properties; birthplaces; cemeteries; reconstructed buildings, structures, or 
objects; commemorative properties; and properties that have achieved significance within the 
past 50 years are generally not eligible for the NRHP. The criteria considerations are exceptions 
to these rules, and they allow for the following types of resources to be NRHP eligible:2  
 

1. a religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic 
distinction or historical importance; 

2. a building or structure removed from its original location, but which is significant 
primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly 
associated with a historic person or event; 

3. A site of a building or structure no longer standing but the person or event 
associated with it is of transcendent importance in the nation’s history and the 
association consequential 

4. a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no 
appropriate site or building directly associated with his or her productive life; 

5. a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of 
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, from 
association with historic events; 

6. a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and 
presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no 
other building or structure with the same association has survived; 

7. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic 
value has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or 

8. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional 
importance. 

 
Once the significance of a resource has been determined, the resource then must be assessed 
for integrity. Integrity is 1) the ability of a property to illustrate history and 2) possession of the 
physical features necessary to convey the aspect of history with which it is associated.3 The 
evaluation of integrity is grounded in an understanding of a property’s physical features and how 
they relate to the property’s significance. Historic properties either retain integrity (that is, convey 
their significance) or they do not. To retain integrity, a property will always possess several, and 
usually most, of the seven aspects of integrity:4 

 

 
1  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. [1990] 1997. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply 

the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. Accessed June 2024. Available at: 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf 

2  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. [1990] 1997. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply 
the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. Accessed June 2024. Available at: 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf 

3  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. “Glossary of Terms: Historic Integrity.” Accessed June 
2024. Available at: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoriclandmarks/glossary.htm  

4  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. “Significance and Integrity: Cultural Landscapes and the 
National Register.” Accessed June 2024. Available at: https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/cultural-landscapes-
national-register-significance-integrity.htm 
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1. Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place 
where the historic event occurred. 

2. Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, 
and style of a property. 

3. Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. 
4. Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a 

particular period and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic 
property. 

5. Workmanship is the physical evidence of crafts of a particular culture or people 
during any given period in history or prehistory. 

6. Feeling is the property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a 
particular period. 

7. Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a 
historic property. 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards or the Treatment of Historic Properties 

Where a project has been determined to conform with the Standards, the project’s impact on 
historical resources would be considered mitigated to below a level of significance and, thus, not 
significant (14 CCR 15126.4[b][1]). In most cases, a project that demonstrates conformance with 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards is categorically exempt from CEQA (14 CCR 15331), as 
described in the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15126.4[b][1]): 
 
Where maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of the historical resource will be conducted in a manner consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (Weeks and Grimmer 
1995), the project’s impact on the historical resource shall generally be considered mitigated 
below a level of significance and thus is not significant. 
 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards are a series of concepts focused on maintaining, 
repairing, and replacing historic materials, as well as designing new additions or making 
alterations. They function as common-sense historic preservation principles that promote historic 
preservation best practices. There are four distinct approaches that may be applied to the 
treatment of historical resources: 
 

• Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic materials 
and retention of a property’s form as it has evolved over time. 

• Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to meet 
continuing or changing uses while retaining the property’s historic character. 

• Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of time in its history, while 
removing evidence of other periods. 

• Reconstruction recreates vanished or non-surviving portions of a property for 
interpretive purposes. 

 
The choice of treatment depends on a variety of factors, including the property’s historical 
significance, physical condition, proposed use, and intended interpretation. The Guidelines 
provide general design and technical recommendations to assist in applying the Standards to a 
specific property. Together, the Standards and Guidelines provide a framework that guides 
important decisions concerning proposed changes to a historic property. 
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The following 10 Standards for Rehabilitation are used to determine if a project is in conformance 
with the Standards for a rehabilitation. To be in conformance, a project must be consistent with 
the historic character of the structure(s) and, where applicable, the district in which it is located. 
The following Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable 
manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility:5 
 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that 
requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site 
and environment. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal 
of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 
property shall be avoided. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 
conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken. 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a historic property shall be preserved. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, 
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated 
by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to 
historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if 
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 
preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in 
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 

3.2 State 

California Register of Historical Resources 

In California, the term “historical resource” includes but is not limited to “any object, building, 
structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which is historically or archaeologically 
significant, or is significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, 

 
5  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. “Incentives: A Guide to Federal Historic Tax Incentives 

Program for Income-producing Properties.” Accessed June 2024. Available at: 
https://www.nps.gov/crps/tps/incentives/standards_3.htm  
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educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California” (California Public Resources 
Code Section 5020.1(j)). In 1992, the California legislature established the CRHR “to be used by 
state and local agencies, private groups, and citizens to identify the state’s historical resources 
and to indicate what properties are to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from 
substantial adverse change” (California Public Resources Code Section 5024.1(a)). The criteria 
for listing resources on the CRHR were expressly developed to be in accordance with previously 
established criteria developed for listing in the NRHP, enumerated below. According to California 
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1(c)(1–4), a resource is considered historically significant if 
it (i) retains “substantial integrity,” and (ii) meets at least one of the following criteria: 
 

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or the 
United States; 

2. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national 
history; 

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values; 
or 

4. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory 
or history of the local area, California, or the nation.  

 
In order to understand the historic importance of a resource, sufficient time must have passed to 
obtain a scholarly perspective on the events or individuals associated with the resource. A 
resource less than 50 years old may be considered for listing in the CRHR if it can be 
demonstrated that sufficient time has passed to understand its historical importance (see 14 CCR 
4852(d)(2)). 
 
The CRHR protects cultural resources by requiring evaluations of the significance of prehistoric 
and historic resources. The criteria for the CRHR are nearly identical to those for the NRHP, and 
properties listed or formally designated as eligible for listing in the NRHP are automatically listed 
in the CRHR, as are the state landmarks and points of interest. The CRHR also includes 
properties designated under local ordinances or identified through local historical resource 
surveys. 
 

California Environmental Quality Act: Historical Resources 

Under CEQA, a project may have a significant effect on the environment if it may cause “a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource” (California Public 
Resources Code, Section 21084.1; 14 CCR 15064.5[b]). If a site is either listed or eligible for 
listing in the CRHR, or if it is included in a local register of historic resources or identified as 
significant in a historical resources survey (meeting the requirements of California Public 
Resources Code, Section 5024.1[q]), it is a “historical resource” and is presumed to be historically 
or culturally significant for purposes of CEQA (California Public Resources Code, Section 
21084.1; 14 CCR 15064.5[a]). The lead agency is not precluded from determining that a resource 
is a historical resource even if it does not fall within this presumption (California Public Resources 
Code, Section 21084.1; 14 CCR 15064.5[a]). 
 
A “substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource” reflecting a significant 
effect under CEQA means “physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the 
resource or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would 
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be materially impaired” (14 CCR 15064.5[b][1]; California Public Resources Code, Section 
5020.1[q]). In turn, CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5(b)(2), states that the significance of an 
historical resource is materially impaired when a project:6 
 

1. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance and 
that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of 
Historical Resources; or 

2. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical 
resources pursuant to section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its 
identification in an historical resources survey meeting the requirements of section 
5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency reviewing the 
effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of evidence that the resource 
is not historically or culturally significant; or 

3. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of a historical resource that convey its historical significance and 
that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the California Register of Historical 
Resources as determined by a lead agency for purposes of CEQA. 

 
Pursuant to these sections, the CEQA inquiry begins with evaluating whether a project site 
contains any historical resources, then evaluates whether the project would cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource such that the resource’s historical 
significance would be materially impaired. 
 

3.3 Local 

County of Los Angeles Historic Preservation Ordinance 

The County adopted the Historic Preservation Ordinance (HPO) (22.124) in September 2015. The 
HPO established criteria and procedures for the designation, preservation, and maintenance of 
landmarks and historic districts within unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. Below, the 
applicable portions of the HPO are excerpted: 
 

Chapter 22.124 - Historic Preservation 

22.124.020 - Purpose7 

The purpose of the Historic Preservation Ordinance is to: 
 

 
6  County of Los Angeles. 28 June 2024. Cal. Code Regs. tit. 14 § 15064.5. Accessed July 2024. Available at: 

https://casetext.com/regulation/california-code-of-regulations/title-14-natural-resources/division-6-resources-
agency/chapter-3-guidelines-for-implementation-of-the-california-environmental-quality-act/article-5-preliminary-
review-of-projects-and-conduct-of-initial-study/section-150645-determining-the-significance-of-impacts-to-
archaeological-and-historical-resources 

7  County of Los Angeles. 1 July 2024. Los Angeles County, California, Code of Ordinance. Title 22, Planning and 
Zoning, Division 6, Development Standards. Chapter 22.124 Historic Preservation. Accessed July 2024. 
Available at: 
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT22PLZO_DIV6DEST
_CH22.124HIPR 
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A. Enhance and preserve the County’s distinctive historic, architectural, and 
landscape characteristics that are part of the County’s cultural, social, economic, 
political, and architectural history; 

B. Foster community pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past as 
represented by the County’s historic resources; 

C. Stabilize and improve property values in and around the County’s historic 
resources, and enhance the aesthetic and visual character and environmental 
amenities of these historic resources; 

D. Recognize the County’s historic resources as economic assets and encourage and 
promote the adaptive reuse of these historic resources; 

E. Further establish the County as a destination for tourists and as a desirable 
location for businesses; and 

F. Specify significance criteria and procedures for the designation of landmarks and 
historic districts, and provide for the ongoing preservation and maintenance of 
these landmarks and historic districts. 

 
(Ord. 2019-0004 § 1, 2019.) 
 

22.124.070 - Criteria for Designation of Landmarks and Historic Districts 

The County also has the following criteria for the designation of Landmarks and Historic Districts:8 
 

A. A structure, site, object, tree, landscape, or natural land feature may be designated 
as a landmark if it is 50 years of age or older and satisfies one or more of the 
following criteria: 

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of the history of the nation, State, County, or 
community in which it is located; 

2. It is associated with the lives of persons who are significant in the 
history of the nation, State, County, or community in which it is located; 

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, architectural style, 
period, or method of construction, or represents the work of an 
architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose work is of significance 
to the nation, State, County, or community in which it is located; or 
possesses artistic values of significance to the nation, State, County, 
or community in which it is located; 

4. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, significant and important 
information regarding the prehistory or history of the nation, State, 
County, or community in which it is located; 

5. It is listed, or has been formally determined eligible by the United States 
National Park Service for listing, in the National Register of Historic 
Places, or is listed, or has been formally determined eligible by the 
State Historical Resources Commission for listing, on the California 
Register of Historical Resources; 

6. If it is a tree, it is one of the largest or oldest trees of the species located 
in the County; or 

 
8 County of Los Angeles. 1 July 2024. Los Angeles County, California, Code of Ordinance. Title 22, Planning and 

Zoning, Division 6, Development Standards. Chapter 22.124 Historic Preservation. Accessed July 2024. 
Available at: 
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT22PLZO_DIV6DEST
_CH22.124HIPR 
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7. If it is a tree, landscape, or other natural land feature, it has historical 
significance due to an association with a historic event, person, site, 
street, or structure, or because it is a defining or significant outstanding 
feature of a neighborhood. 

B. Property less than 50 years of age may be designated as a landmark if it meets 
one or more of the criteria set forth in Subsection A, above, and exhibits 
exceptional importance. 

C. The interior space of a property, or other space held open to the general public, 
including but not limited to a lobby, may be designated as a landmark or included 
in the landmark designation of a property if the space qualifies for designation as 
a landmark under Subsection A or B, above. 

D. Historic Districts. A geographic area, including a noncontiguous grouping of related 
properties, may be designated as a historic district if all of the following 
requirements are met: 

1. More than 50 percent of owners in the proposed district consent to the 
designation; 

2. The proposed district satisfies one or more of the criteria set forth in 
Subsections A.1 through A.5, above; and 

3. The proposed district exhibits either a concentration of historic, scenic, 
or sites containing common character-defining features, which 
contribute to each other and are unified aesthetically by plan, physical 
development, or architectural quality; or significant geographical 
patterns, associated with different eras of settlement and growth, 
particular transportation modes, or distinctive examples of parks or 
community planning. 

 
(Ord. 2019-0004 § 1, 2019.) 
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4.  Prehistoric and Historic Background 
This Prehistoric and Historic Background Section of the HCS provides a concise summary of the 
pre-European settlement of what is now the community of Acton, a timeline of major historic-era 
events, and a concise summary of the events associated with post-European occupation and the 
impacts of those events on the broad pattern of history at the national, state, and local level.  
 

4.1 Summary of Prehistory 
In comparison to other areas of southwestern California, the archaeology of the Transverse 
Mountain Ranges is poorly understood for a number of reasons, including a lack of published 
literature. In the Paleoarchaic Period (10,500 to 7,500 cal B.P.), small widely dispersed groups 
frequently shifted residential locations within very large foraging territories near valley floors to 
extract necessary subsistence and other resources. The Late Archaic Period (4,000 to 2,300 cal 
B.P.) witnessed the return of cooler and moister climatic conditions, leading to more intensive 
occupation, a tendency for subsistence specialization, and a broadened resource base. 

Settlement and subsistence shifts in the Antelope Valley after about 2250 cal B.P. are attributed 
as responses to population increases and resulting stress on resources. Along the upper Santa 
Clara River, a wide range of site types are represented, including large permanent villages, 
smaller hamlets and camps, rock shelters, and single and multi-component workshops.1 
 
The Protohistoric Period (1000 to 180 cal B.P.) is distinguished by a profusion of highly distinct 
material culture, elaboration of political, economic, and social organizational processes, 
aggregation of populations into larger permanent villages, and shifts in trade networks that appear 
to directly relate to the historically known cultures of southern California.2 
 
At the time of the European intrusion, most culture groups in southwestern California spoke 
languages affiliated with Hokan or Northern Uto-Aztecan linguistic stocks. The Arrastre Canyon 
vicinity appears to have been inhabited the Tataviam, a Kitanemuk derived name, also referred 
to as the Alliklik by the Venturefio Chumash. The Tataviam inhabited the entire upper Santa Clara 
River drainage from Piru on the west to Soledad Pass on the east. Their territory probably 
extended southward to San Fernando Pass and northward to the middle reaches of Piru Creek, 
portions of the Castaic Mountains (Liebre Mountain, Sawmill Mountain, Sierra Pelona Ridge), and 
southernmost fringe of the Antelope Valley.3 
 
The Tataviam’s severely diminished presence prior to systematic ethnographic studies initiated in 
the early 20th century has resulted in only a few words of their language surviving. However, it 
appears that they spoke a language that was related to the Haminat dialects of neighboring 
Kitanemuk and Serrano/Nanyume groups. Little is known about Tataviam interactions with other 
groups; however, they appear to have operated under the north-south enmity and east-west amity 
relationships that were present throughout most of southern California. Their geographic position 

 
1  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 

CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” pp. 7-8. 

2  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 

CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” p. 9. 

3  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 
CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” p. 10. 
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along the Upper Santa Clara River Valley probably allowed them to serve as intermediaries in 
trade relationships between coastal and desert areas.4 
 
At the time of European contact, the entire Tataviam population may have numbered less than 
1000 persons, with only two or three large villages containing as many as 200 people. Tataviam 
settlement patterns included large primary residential settlements (villages) and associated 
smaller resource occupations at specific resource locations. Large Tataviam villages may have 
contained as many as six different independent lineage groups, each containing between 25 and 
60 people (five to 12 households), headed by a hereditary leader. Little is known about Tataviam 
social and political organization; however, it is postulated they were organized similar to other 
Takic groups. If so, the basis for Tataviam organization would have been the extended patrilineal 
family, which served as the basic food-sharing unit at specific tracts of land.5 
 

4.2 Timeline of Major Historic-era Events 
1834 Secularization of the California missions and start of rancho land grants 

[Agricultural] 

1845 California became a U.S. territory [Agricultural] 

1850 County of Los Angeles created with California statehood [Civic] 

1851 Congress passed the California Lands Act [Agricultural] 

1861 Copper deposits found in Soledad Canyon [Industrial] 

1862 Homestead Act passed [Agricultural] 

1868 Gold deposits found in Soledad Canyon [Industrial] 

1868 Soledad city is officially renamed Ravenna [Infrastructure] 

1870 Transportation restrictions lifted in Soledad Canyon [Infrastructure] 

1870s Red Rover Mine established [Industrial] 

1870s Escondido Grande Mine established [Industrial] 

1876 Gold spike at Lang which connected Los Angeles and San Francisco railroad 
[Infrastructure] 

1876 Southern Pacific Railroad established a railroad station at Acton [Infrastructure]  

1877 Acton area called Cedar Mining District [Industrial] 

1880s New York Mine/ Governors Mine established [Industrial] 

1884 Judge Walker of Alameda started Atlantic and Pacific Fiber Company [Industrial] 

 
4  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 

CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” p. 10. 

5  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 
CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” pp. 10-11. 
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1885 John Duehren’s arrival in Acton [Residential] 

1886 Mellen Ranch established [Agricultural] 

1887 McPhetridge Family comes to Acton [Agricultural] 

1888 R.E. Nickel’s General Store established [Commercial] 

1888 Union Moral and Religious Association established [Institutional Development] 

1888 

1888 

R. E. Nickel builds first hotel in Acton [Commercial] 

Little White School built (first school in Acton) [Institutional] 

1888–1889 Flood [Infrastructure] 

1889 Kurger’s 49’er and Livery Stable started [Commercial] 

1890 R.E. Nickel gifted land to Soledad School District for new school [Institutional] 

1890 Library established [Institutional] 

1890 Soledad red-brick school built to replace Little White school [Institutional] 

1890 Schulte Family comes to Acton [Residential/Agricultural] 

1890 Henry Renkin comes to Acton and establishes blacksmith shop [Commercial] 

1890 Acton Cemetery started [Institutional] 

1890 Eccentric Society of Acton [Institutional] 

1891 Acton Rooster Newspaper established [Commercial]  

1891 George Blum established Blum Ranch [Agricultural] 

1892 Hydraulic Mining banned in California [Industrial] 

1892 Acton Cooperative Store built [Commercial] 

1892 First Survey of Acton completed [Residential/ Commercial] 

1892 Lydia Newton opens bakery [Commercial] 

1894 Paul Bachert’s General Merchandise Store built [Commercial] 

1900–1901 Acton Oil Boom [Industrial] 

1901 Black Cat Mine established [Industrial] 

1901 Long-distance Telephone installed by the Sunset Telephone Company 
[Commercial] 

1902 Actonoma Oil Development Company started by W. H. Broome [Industrial] 

1904 Heffner Ranch established [Agricultural] 



 

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.  Historic Context Statement/Communitywide Survey 
December 2024   Page 4-4 

1905 Acton Improvement Club established [Institutional] 

1905 Mt. Gleason’s trailheads established [Parks and Recreation] 

1905–1906 Owens Water System bypasses Acton [Infrastructure]  

1906 Independent Literary and Debating Society established [Institutional] 

1906 Vincent Fire Station granted [Infrastructure] 

1908 Stirring Borax Mining established in Agua-Dulce [Commercial] 

1909 The Busy Bees Club established [Institutional] 

1910–1912 Failed Quarry [Industrial/Commercial] 

1913 Acton Rooster (newspaper) folds [Commercial] 

1916 Union Moral and Religious Association votes to become Acton Community 
Presbyterian Church [Institutional]  

1916 Acton Library joined County Library [Institutional] 

1920 Antelope Valley Joint Union High School established for both Acton and Antelope 
Valley residents [Institutional] 

1921 Completion of Mint Canyon Road (Sierra Highway) [Infrastructure] 

1924 Acton Community Presbyterian Church building dedicated [Institutional] 

1926 Antelope Valley Joint High School built swimming pool [Parks and Recreation] 

1927 Acton Cemetery given to Acton Community Presbyterian Church [Institutional] 

1927 Lively Go-Getters Club established [Institutional] 

1930 Valley of Sunshine Church Society established [Institutional] 

1930 Acton Members of the Saugus Club established [Institutional] 

1931 Christ Faith Mission Mountain Home established in memory of Mary Off 
[Institutional] 

1934 Mint Canyon Road straightened through Mint Canyon [Infrastructure] 

1938 Los Angeles Flood of 1938 [Infrastructure] 

1939 Mothers’ Club of Soledad School established [Institutional]  

1939 Lee’s Happy Acres established [Commercial] 

1940 Tuberculosis Camp established [Health] 

1940s Valley of Sunshine Church Society renamed Acton Community Church Club 
[Institutional] 
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1945 Hotel Acton burned down [Commercial] 

1950 Palmdale Rotary Club started in Acton [Institutional] 

1951 First Boy Scout Troop established [Institutional] 

1950–1951 Garbage-Fed Hogs controversy [Agricultural] 

1955 Acton Community Club Panel established [Institutional] 

1958 Acton Women’s Club established [Institutional] 

1958–1962 Acton Community Presbyterian Church built Hedgecock Hall [Institutional] 

1959 Soledad Sands Park established [Parks and Recreation] 

1963 Antelope Valley Freeway construction begins through Acton [Infrastructure]  

1966 “The Silencers” filmed in Acton [Industrial] 

1968 Pacific Crest Trail established [Parks and Recreation] 

1971 Acton red-brick hotel/ Taylor’s Land Company destroyed by earthquake 
[Commercial] 

1972 Shambala Preserve established [Parks and Recreation] 

1980s Thousand Trails Soledad Canyon Resort established [Parks and Recreation] 

1983 The Antelope Valley Bank established [Commercial] 

 

4.3 Community of Action Historical Overview 
Throughout the course of the development of this HCS, there were numerous historical events 
and patterns of development that influenced the current conditions within the Acton study area. 
These events have been summarized into significant events and themes presented in the HCS 
Study Area Timeline as well as those presented throughout the historical background section of 
this HCS. These events and themes were found to have lasting impacts on Acton and its built 
environment. Detailed discussions of these events and themes are also presented throughout 
the document. 
 

Pre-Statehood 

Although Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo reached the California coast in 1542, Spanish colonial 
influences were not felt at inland areas until after the 1769 expedition of Gaspar de Portola. In 
1772, Captain Pedro Fages and a small force of soldiers traveled northward from San Diego in 
pursuit of army deserters and, somewhere in the vicinity of Cajon Pass, became the first 
documented Europeans to cross over the Transverse Ranges into the Mojave Desert. One source 
suggests the party made their first camp near Agua Dulce Springs. Fages is attributed with the 
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naming of both Soledad and Agua Dulce.6 In 1795, Rancho San Francisco was established along 
the Santa Clara River between Soledad Canyon and Piru Canyon. During 1797, Mission San 
Fernando Rey was founded in the San Fernando Valley near the western end of the San Gabriel 
Mountains. Most Native Californian groups living along the upper Santa Clara River appear to 
have been recruited into the San Fernando Mission by the end of 1803. Although the Spanish 
military undertook major efforts to remove native groups from interior frontier areas, Numic 
speaking populations in the Mojave Desert remained largely beyond their effective reach and, by 
the 1820s, some groups began to move southward along the Mojave River corridor.7 
 
In 1822, Mexico became independent from Spain and the mission system began to decline. As a 
result of the 1833 Secularization Act, the Mexican government removed the missions and their 
lands from church control. Great cattle ranchos were soon established on the former mission 
lands. No Mexican land-grants were established along the upper Santa Clara River in Soledad 
Canyon. On March 9, 1842, Francisco "Chico" Lopez discovered gold on Rancho San Francisco 
at Placerita Canyon and, somewhat later, found more gold deposits at San Feliciano Canyon 
about 10 to 12 miles to the north. These discoveries sparked the first gold rush in California, first 
by locals and then by more experienced Mexican miners from Sonora. To overcome a general 
lack of dependable water, Mexican miners developed dry-washing techniques to work the placer 
deposits. This gold rush was not widely publicized and subsided after several years.8 
 

General Overview of Community of Acton History 

California, having gained statehood in 1845, and the associated establishment of the County of 
Los Angeles in 1850, set the stage for the development of what is now the community of Acton. 
Shortly after achieving statehood, Congress passed the California Land Act which established a 
commission for reevaluation of lands previously held as Spanish and Mexican land grants. The 
area that comprises the Acton CSD is sectioned by the US Geological Service indicating that 
there were no Spanish or Mexican land grants established for this area. The discovery of precious 
metals in Soledad Canyon and the establishment of a train depot at Ravenna spurred the initial 
establishment of a mining district. While many of the mines have remained in operation for over 
100 years, the passage of the Homestead Act of 1862 shifted the dominant economic driver from 
mining to agriculture, with the establishment of four major homesteads in the 1870s and 1890s. 
These original homesteaders were engaged in community and civic service that spawned a rich, 
rural community by the 1920s. With the establishment of key institutions, commercial 
development to serve the community began in the 1880s. The rural nature of Acton’s historical 
development over time retained open space features that define the spatial character of the 
community. Acton’s rural setting complemented the Pacific Crest Trail established in 1968, which 
passes through the southern reaches of Acton in the Angeles National Forest. 
 

Development Overview of Community of Acton 

The area that would become the community of Acton was initially developed for mining.  In 1861 
copper deposits were discovered in Soledad Canyon and seven years later gold deposits were 

 
6  Reynolds, Jerry. 1998. “The Trail Blazer.” SCV Historical Society. Available at: 

https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/signal/reynolds/part09.html 

7  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 

CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” p. 11. 

8  Milburn, Douglas H. 5 February 2008. “National Register of Historic Places Assessment for Archaeological Site 
CA-LAN-2807, Northern San Gabriel Mountains, Los Angeles County, California,” pp. 11-12. 
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also found in Soledad Canyon. Three mines for gold, copper, and silver were established in the 
1870 and 1880s: Red Rover Mine, Escondido Grande Mine, and the New York Mine (later 
renamed the Governor’s mine as it was established by the Governor of California).  During this 
same period, the Southern Pacific Railroad established the train depot in 1876 facilitating 
transportation of supplies for mining and the ability to deliver precious metals produced from the 
mines throughout California and through the southern States as far away as Louisiana (Figure 
4.3-1). The Acton Oil Boom of 1900 provided another source of employment and spurred growth 
within the rural community with the establishment of the Actonoma Oil Development Company in 
1902.  
 

 
Figure 4.3-1. Southern Pacific Railroad (circa 1881) 
SOURCE: UTA Libraries Cartographic Connections9 

 

Following adoption of the federal Homestead Act of 1862, four families established ranches in 
Acton, allowing the focus of the economy to shift from mining to agriculture. The first of these 
ranches, the Mellen Ranch was established in 1886 and was developed with fruit orchards and 
followed shortly thereafter by the McPhetridge family in 1887. In 1890, the Schulte Family 
established a ranch and became involved in civic development, including their property known as 
Grand Paws Senior Sanctuary. Similarly, the Blum ranch was originally established in 1891, with 
fruit orchards and beekeeping, the family was very involved in community service and in later 
years the ranch was frequently used as a filming location (Figure 4.3-2). In 2024, at the time of 
the CWS the property remains planted in orchards and lilacs. The homesteads associated with 
these originally developed ranches in Acton remain some of the most notable historic residences 
in the community. During this period the first institutional buildings were constructed, the Little 
White School in 1888 (subsequently replaced by the Red Brick School which is extant), and the 
US Post Office in 1887. This period of institutional development continues through the turn of the 
20th century with the development of the Vincent Fire Station (1906), library (1916), Acton 
Community Presbyterian Church (1924), and transfer of Acton Cemetery to the Presbyterian 
Church (1927). 
 

 
9  Colton, G.W. and C.B. 1881. “Map Showing the Line of the True Southern Pacific Railroad and Short Link 

Necessary of Its Completion.” UTA Libraries Cartographic Connections. Accessed June 2024. Available at: 
https://libguides.uta.edu/ld.php?content_id=41170520  
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Figure 4.3-2. Blum’s Ranch (June 1924) 

SOURCE: SCVHistory.com10 
 
Acton’s second resident, Richard E. Nickel built a home at 31823 Crown Valley Road that is dated 
by the County Assessor as 1891. Nickel is sometimes referred to as the “father of Acton,” by local 
residents. Nickel was responsible for the first commercial development in Acton; a general store 
(1888) and hotel (1889). Another hotel was built in 1897 to replace the first hotel and was lost in 
1945 to a fire (Figure 4.3-3). Commercial development continued with the establishment of 
Kurger’s 49’er and Livery Stable (1889), a blacksmith (1890), a bakery (1890), and Acton’s first 
newspaper, the Acton Rooster (1891). 
  

 
10  Billet, Ray and Elizabeth. “The Blum Ranch Story, 1891-1991.” SCV Historical Society. Accessed June 2024. 

Available at: https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/blum-ranch-story.htm 



 

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.  Historic Context Statement/Communitywide Survey 
December 2024   Page 4-9 

 
Figure 4.3-3. Acton Hotel 

SOURCE: SCVHistory.com11 
 
The initial infrastructure investment involved flood control facilities installed in 1888. In 1921, Mint 
Canyon Road was constructed, and the alignment straightened in 1934. The Great Flood (also 
known as the Los Angeles flood) hit overnight between March 1 and 2, 1938. While the greatest 
damage occurred in the areas of Los Angeles County adjacent the Los Angeles River, and areas 
of Orange and Riverside Counties adjacent to the Santa Ana River, the Santa Clara River 
watershed was not spared and there was substantial flooding in Acton. The construction of the 
Antelope Valley freeway was initiated in 1963.12  
 
The southern boundary of the community of Acton is located in the Angeles National Forest which 
creates a beautiful backdrop to the community and provides important recreation opportunities 
within the community. The Angeles National Forest was initially established as the San Gabriel 
Timberland Reserve by President Harrison, on December 20, 1892. The Timberland Reserve was 
established in response to the fires of 1883 that resulted in subsequent flooding of multiple County 
communities located near the San Gabriel Mountains. The Mt. Gleason Trailhead was established 
in 1905. The Reserve was ultimately transferred to the US Department of Agriculture and renamed 
to Angeles National Forest in 1926.13 Recreation resources to serve the growing population of the 
Acton community included installation of a swimming pool at the Antelope Joint High School in 
1926. In 1959, the Soledad Sands Park was built, which served as a central meeting spot for 
community residents until it was privatized around 1980. The Pacific Crest Trail, established in 
1968, traverses the southern reaches of Acton in the Angeles National Forest. Commercial 
recreational opportunities were subsequently developed with the Thousand Trails Soledad 
Canyon Resort in the 1980s. 

 
11  Billet, Ray and Elizabeth. “The Blum Ranch Story, 1891-1991.” SCV Historical Society. Accessed June 2024. 

Available at: https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/blum-ranch-story.htm  

12  Worden, Leon. “Santa Clara River Overflows: Great Flood of 1938.” SCV Historical Society. Accessed June 2024. 

Available at: https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/ap3314.htm 

13  U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service. “Angeles National Forest: History & Culture.” Accessed June 2024. 
Available at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/angeles/learning/history-culture 



 

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.  Historic Context Statement/Communitywide Survey 
December 2024   Page 4-10 

As stated in the AVAP, Acton has retained its rural character since its establishment in the mid-
1800s. Despite its rural roots, Acton has experienced a wide variety of economic activities 
whose signature remains on the landscape. 
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5.  Significant Themes 
Acton is a sleepy backwater, and many of its residents seem determined to keep it that way. As 
noted in a 1995 Los Angeles Times article, 
 

“[f]earing crime, traffic and other problems, residents successfully fought a four-year effort 
to establish a major supermarket in the community. Ralphs Grocery Co. withdrew plans 
for the 45,000-square-foot store in March, one day before the project was to be reviewed 
by Los Angeles County officials.”1 

 
The resistance to new development is signaled in the clever branding of the Vincent Grade/Acton 
Metrolink rail station, opened in January 1994.2 A Disney-grade fantasy, it includes a station house 
in a Western style with a porch supported by wood posts before a station name prominently 
displayed on a Western false-front parapet with windows looking through to the mountains behind. 
The station is suitably clad in river rock and board-and-batten siding and adorned with a row of 
old-time pendant lamp posts.3 The same Wild West stylings—façade length porch, board-and-
batten siding, and a prominent false-front parapet announcing The Original Acton Market—is 
apparent in a plaza which opened in 1983 to rectify the absence of basic local amenities.4,5 

 
This frontier style, which ties in well with the community’s place in Old West film locations, recalls 
its origins as a Gold Rush era mining settlement. It was finally platted in 1892, and did not grow 
substantially after that, as indicated by the fact that the local newspaper, the Acton Rooster, only 
ran from 1891 to 1913. The latter year marked the opening of the Owens River Aqueduct, diverting 
water from the Owens River to the Lower San Fernando Reservoir. Local historian Meryl Adams 
reports an early plan to have the aqueduct pass through Acton—a move that would have helped 
the community in times of drought, and that would almost certainly have encouraged greater 
development.6 In the end, the aqueduct passed 18 miles west of the town.7 Less than a decade 
later, the Mint Canyon Road, completed in 1921, ended up missing Acton by a mile to the north.8,9 
This road was later called the Sierra Highway, and was later supplanted by the Antelope Valley 
Freeway. The roads in the town proper are now mostly of dirt, in varying stages of disrepair. 
Whether by accident or design, Acton has developed slowly for more than a century, and it 
continues to attract people who embrace its low-density rural aesthetic. 
 

 
1  “Acton Portrait: A Small Town Full of Pride.” 19 March 1995. Los Angeles Times, p. 34. 

2  “Metrolink opens its fourth station.” 28 January 1994. The Signal (Santa Clarita, CA), p. 3. 

3  See the four pages of photos at https://subwaynut.com/california/metrolink/vincent_grade_acton/index.php (The 
SubwayNut, accessed July 2024) 

4  “Acton on the Move.” 16 August 1981. The Signal (Santa Clarita, CA), p. 6. 

5  “Acton Market Opens.” 8 May 1983. The Signal (Santa Clarita, CA), p. 16. 

6  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., p. 136. 

7  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., pp. 210-211. 

8  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., p. 210. 

9  “Virtual Tour of US 6 Introduction.” 
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5.1  Theme: Railroad Development 

Overview  

As a rural community, Acton is heavily dependent on railroads and highways for its connection to 
the outside world. These will be discussed in turn. 
 
The Pacific Railroad Act of 1862 provided federal subsidies in land and loans for the construction 
of a transcontinental railroad across the United States.10 The Act was intended to empower the 
non-slaveholding states of the West and as an indirect consequence encouraged the growth of 
California towns including Acton.11 In 1870, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
announced the expiration of the transportation restrictions through the Soledad Canyon, leading 
to the construction of a railroad through Ravenna and Acton.12 Construction was especially 
challenging through the Tehachapi Mountains and with the Newhall Tunnel. Chinese laborers 
graded the railroad easement using picks, shovels, horse-drawn plows, and scrapers to level the 
area for the railroad. After grading, the laborers unloaded the ties and spikes for the railroad. The 
building of the San Joaquin Valley line of the Southern Pacific Railroad to connect San Francisco 
and Los Angeles was completed in 1876.13 The completion of this railroad gave Acton and 
Ravenna access to both San Francisco and the City of Los Angeles.  
 
In the early years of the Southern Pacific Railroad, most of its business went through Ravenna 
(Figure 5.1-1), which was an important freight depot for the gold, silver, and copper ore from 
Soledad Canyon. Originally, Acton used a railroad car as a depot to accommodate the growing 
demands of the miners in the Cedar Mining District.14 The Southern Pacific Railroad was used by 
the residents of Acton for communication and transportation of goods to other areas of the country. 
The Santa Clara River flooded in 1888, causing the railroad to be closed for several months, and 
mail to be delivered by horseback.15 After the replacement of the railroad in the Soledad Canyon 
area, Acton built a small depot for handling freight and tickets (Figure 5.1-2). In 1892, the Acton 
depot expanded to include an agent’s office and family residence.16 

 
10  U.S. National Archives. “Pacific Railway Act (1862).” Accessed July 2024. Available at: 

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/pacific-railway-
act#:~:text=The%20Act%20aided%20in%20the,Pacific%2C%20to%20construct%20the%20lines 

11  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., pp. 11-17. 

12  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., pp. 11-12. 

13  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., p. 11. 

14  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., p. 17. 

15  Adams, Meryl. 1 January 1988. Heritage Happenings. Santa Barbara, CA: Kimberly Press, Inc., p. 40. 

16  Serpico, Philip C. 2000. Railroading through the Antelope Valley: Historical Review of Southern Pacific Railroad 
Construction and Operations from Mojave to Los Angeles, Over the Palmdale-Colton Cutoff; and the 
Commencement of Metrolink Passenger Service between Los Angeles and Lancaster, California. Palmdale, CA: 
Omni Publications, p. 58. 
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Craftsman (1905–1930) 

The Craftsman style was prevalent throughout the country during the period from 1905 to the 
early 1920s, not least in parts of Southern California where it originated. Emerging out of the 
Prairie style architecture, traditional wooden architecture, and the Arts and Crafts Movement, the 
style pioneered by the Greene brothers of Pasadena became popular nationwide by way of 
pattern books and popular magazines.5 The Craftsman houses of Acton are relatively low style, 
but still retain some of the massing peculiar to this aesthetic, as well as characteristic detailing in 
the eaves and porches.  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features:  

• Low-pitched gable roof (occasionally hipped) with wide, unenclosed eave overhang. 

• Roof rafters usually exposed. 

• Decorative (false) beams or braces commonly added under gables. 

• Porches, either full- or partial-width, with roof supported by tapered square columns. 
 

 
3449 Soledad Canyon Road (1906) 

 

  

 
5  McAlester, Virginia Savage. 2017. “Craftsman.” In A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to 

Identifying and Understanding America’s Domestic Architecture. New York, NY: Alfred Knopf, pp. 567-578. 
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Vernacular  

Vernacular homes, often built by early settlers without the help of architects, are easily built of 
locally available materials. They reflect the local climate and traditional ways of life. Vernacular 
houses are especially common in rural areas, where people have the skills, resources, incentives 
and lack of restrictions conducive to building one’s own home. In the examples below the 
Vernacular houses are somewhat arbitrarily divided into Ranch and non-Ranch, and the 
morphological similarities are striking, especially among the ranch style houses epitomizing the 
Acton way of building and living. Vernacular Ranch is different from the more contemporary Ranch 
styles popular in the 1950s and 1960s 
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features  

• Side-gabled homes, often with large, covered porches. 

• Unadorned or simply adorned porch supports and railings.  

• Uncomplicated roofs. 

• Clapboard siding, or occasionally stucco siding. 

• Wood trim windows, often with generous fenestration on larger homes. 
 

Vernacular Homestead / Farmhouse 

 

 
35211 Red Rover Mine Road (1938) 

 
125 Tiger Mountain Road (1953) 
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Vernacular Ranch 

 

 
7634 Escondido Canyon Road (1929) 

 
33950 Hacienda Road (1956) 
 

 
3075 Dwight Lee Street (1958) 

 
32905 Maltina Ave (1961) 

 

  



Sapphos Environmental, Inc.  Historic Context Statement/Communitywide Survey 
December 2024  Page 6-6 

Dutch Colonial Revival (1880–1955) 

Colonial Revival refers to the entire rebirth of interest in the early English and Dutch Revival form. 
Various forms of Colonial Revival were very popular in North America during the first half of the 
20th century and continued into the 1950s and 1960s. Dutch Colonial is a common subtype.6  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Steeply pitched gambrel roof.  

• Rectangular, double-hung sashes. 

• Façade normally shows symmetrically balanced windows and center door. 

• Shed Dormer windows or dormer windows. 

• Restrained classical detailing, including pediments; columns or pilasters; multi-paned 
double-hung sash windows; and fixed shutters. 

 

 
7010 Escondido Canyon Road (1927) 

 
32408 Crown Valley Road (1920) 

 

  

 
6  McAlester, Virginia Savage. 2017. “Colonial Revival.” In A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide 

to Identifying and Understanding Americas Domestic Architecture. New York, NY: Alfred Knopf, pp. 408-432. 
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Rustic Stone Cottage 

Buildings with river rock façades appeared in Southern California starting in the late 19th century, 
notably with the Lummis House that employed stone from the nearby Arroyo Secco.7 River rock 
is a type of rock that has been smoothed and rounded by the natural erosion or weather of flowing 
water over time. Whether this rock takes the form of cladding over a wood frame or of thick stone 
walls set in concrete, these buildings generally hark back to stone missions in the American 
Southwest. 
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Façade of smooth rock set in concrete. 

• Buildings relating to various traditional forms including gabled Vernacular and Spanish 
Colonial Revival. 

 

 
34110 Angeles Forest Highway (1937) 

 

  

 
7  For images of the Lummis House, visit https://www.laparks.org/historic/lummis-home-and-gardens (City of Los 

Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, accessed July 2024).  
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Tudor Revival (1890–1940) 

The dominant style of domestic building was used for a large proportion of early-20th-century 
homes. Colonial Revival is the only style that passed Tudor Revival in popularity. The style is 
loosely adapted from a variety of late-Medieval and early Renaissance English prototypes. 
American Tudor Revival united by emphasizing steeply pitched roofs and front-facing gable 
roofs.8 
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features  

• Gabled roof. 

• Decorative half-timbering present.  

• Commonly use casement or double-hung windows.  

• Prominent chimney with decorative chimney pots 

• Brick and/or stucco cladding. 

• Wood shingle or composition shingle roofing. 
 

 
3723 Cory Drive (1940) 
 

  

 
8  McAlester, Virginia Savage. 2017. “Tudor Revival.” In A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to 

Identifying and Understanding Americas Domestic Architecture. New York, NY: Alfred Knopf, pp. 448-466. 
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Mediterranean Revival  

Mediterranean Revival architecture combines traditional Spanish, Italian, and Moorish styles. 
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Uses natural materials such as stone, wood, and stucco. 

• Terracotta (clay) is used on roof tiles and flooring. 

• Arched doorways and windows, often with wood shutters. 

• Open floor plans with courtyards, patios, and verandas with wrought iron details. 

• High vaulted ceilings with exposed wooden beams. 

• Rustic fireplaces made of stone or stucco. 

• Plaster walls with a hand-finished appearance. 

• Decorative, hand-painted tiles in kitchens and bathrooms. 

• Integration with outdoor spaces, which include pergolas, fountains, and garden pathways. 
 

 
4700 Crown Valley Road (1969) 
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Geodesic  

There is at least one building incorporating a geodesic design in Acton, namely the 1972 house 
at 1544 Eagle Butte Road consisting of a dome with a shed-roofed front section. A geodesic dome 
is a hemispherical thin-shell structure in the form of a geodesic polyhedron. The triangular 
elements of the hemisphere are structurally rigid, distributing the stress throughout the structure, 
and making geodesic domes able to withstand heavy loads considering their size. The first 
geodesic dome was built in Jena, Germany, in 1922 but the style is most closely associated with 
the name of Buckminster Fuller, and American architect who perfected and popularized the style, 
which peaked in the 1960s.9 
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Use of triangular or polyhedral shapes to distribute stress evenly and create a stable 
framework, with a high strength-to-weight ratio 

• Constructed from standardized, modular components, making them adaptable and 
easy to assemble. 

• Allowance for abundant natural light and good airflow 

• Reduced use of materials and energy consumption 
 

 
1544 Eagle Butte Road (1972) 

 

  

 
9  Buckminster Fuller Institute. “Geodesic domes.” Accessed July 2024. Available at: https://www.bfi.org/about-

fuller/geodesic-domes/  
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Styled Ranch 

As a distinct variation on Ranch architecture, the Styled Ranch emphasized specific design 
enhancements including more complex rooflines, decorative elements like shutters, brick or stone 
accents, and intricate woodwork, and custom fenestration such as bay windows or clerestory 
windows.  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Interior layout is open, promoting easy movement. 

• Large windows, sliding glass doors, and patios or courtyards blend indoor and outdoor 
space. 

• Low-pitched cross-gabled, gabled, or hipped rooflines. 

• Pronounced entryway with covered porches, ornate doors, sidelights, and decorative 
lighting. 

• Diverse application of exterior materials to create visual interest through contrasting 
textures. 

• High-end custom cabinetry and moldings, and countertops. 

• Landscapes are designed to complement the natural surroundings with native plants, rock 
gardens, and water features. 

 

 
35429 Shannondale Road (1971) 
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Ranch 

The Ranch style originated in Southern California in the mid-1930s, popularized across the 
country in magazines by the architect Cliff May. During the 1940s, the Ranch style became one 
of the approved housing types approved by the Federal Housing Administration, and it grew in 
popularity. By the 1950s and 1960s Ranch became the most popular style nationwide.10  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features  

• House generally built low to the ground. 

• Low-pitched roof without dormers. 

• Broad low one-story shape. 

• Commonly with moderate to wide roof overhang. 

• Front entry usually off-center and sheltered under main roof of house. 

• Asymmetrical façade. 

• Hipped roof. 

• Wood, brick, stone, asbestos and wood shingles, concrete blocks, and stucco wall 
cladding used. 

 

 
31707 2nd Street (1956) 

 

  

 
10  McAlester, Virginia Savage. 2017. “Ranch.” In A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to 

Identifying and Understanding Americas Domestic Architecture. New York, NY: Alfred Knopf, pp. 597-612. 
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6.2  Commercial, Institutional, and Community Buildings 

Western Revival 

The Western Revival commercial building type features a false front wall extending above the 
roof—traditionally front-gabled—to create a more imposing façade. The exaggerated second 
story often takes the form of a raised central section, and of wood ornament imitating brick or 
stone. More recent examples of this style are commercial buildings with rusticated board-an-
batten siding and signature irregular, rectilinear rooflines.11  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Prominent parapet on the primary façade, traditionally with a central rise masking a front 
gable. 

• Façade exhibits greater ornamentation and finish than do the other sides of the building. 

• Façades are usually clad in wood, often board and batten. 

• Later buildings had roofs that were flat or gently rear sloping. 
 

 
2370 Soledad Canyon Road (1956) 
 
  

 
11  History Colorado. “False Front Commercial.” Accessed July 2024. Available at: 

https://www.historycolorado.org/false-front-commercial 
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Minimal Traditional (1935–1950) 

The Minimal Traditional building style started during the Great Depression. The small building 
sizes allowed for houses and buildings to be built quickly. After World War II, the style continued 
to accommodate many people relocating.12  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Low- or intermediate-pitched roof, more often gabled 

• Minimal amounts of added architectural details 

• Roof eaves usually have little to no overhang 

• Commonly have paneled front door 
 

 
30500 Arrastre Canyon Road (1930s) 

 

  

 
12  McAlester, Virginia Savage. 2017. “Minimal Traditional.” In A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide 

to Identifying and Understanding Americas Domestic Architecture. New York, NY: Alfred Knopf, pp. 586-595. 
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Contemporary (1945–1990) 

The contemporary style was favored by American Architects from 1945 until 1965. The 
Contemporary style rejected decorative detail on the exterior of the building. Entry façades 
typically reveal little of the building itself and often have large areas of uninterrupted wall surface 
with a decorative design. Windows tend to be present in gabled area.13  
 

Character-Defining Features/Associated Features 

• Low-pitched gabled roof (sometime flat) with widely overhanging eaves 

• Windows generally present in gable ends 

• Built with natural material (stone, brick, wood, or occasionally concrete block) 

• Broad expanse of uninterrupted wall surface typically on front façade  

• Entry door may be recessed or obscured 

• Asymmetrical  
 

 
1533 Sierra Highway (1972–1973) 
 
 
 

 
13  McAlester, Virginia Savage. 2017. “Contemporary.” In A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to 

Identifying and Understanding Americas Domestic Architecture. New York, NY: Alfred Knopf, pp. 629-649. 
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7. Survey Findings 
SEI completed a reconnaissance-level survey of 341 parcels identified by the County as 
containing structures and buildings, 45 years in age or older that may warrant a historic evaluation. 
Of the 341 initial parcels, it was determined that 83 properties merited closer scrutiny with regards 
to their historic eligibility. The historical significance and integrity of the 83 properties was 
evaluated in consideration of NRHP, CRHR, and local designation criteria. All properties were 
surveyed from the public ROW. Documentation was prepared for properties with sufficient visibility 
(Appendix B, Survey Findings). As previously discussed in Section 2, Methodology, properties 
within the Community Standards District Project study area were categorized as Priority 
Nominations, Eligible for Designation, and Ineligible Properties. For a breakdown of each property 
evaluated and its designation, please see Appendix C, Survey Matrix. For a map of Acton with 
the priority and eligible for designation, please see Appendix D, Map Book.  
 
Priority Nominations: 10 properties are recommended for Priority Nomination based on their 
high level of integrity and significance to the history of the community. Properties in this category 
also represent the themes identified in the Historic Context Statement including Agricultural 
Development, Health, Institutional Development, and Residential Development. Properties within 
this category were also included if they represented a rare architectural style or property type 
within the community.  
 
Eligible for Designation: 36 properties (including 10 priority nominations) are recommended for 
designation based on their integrity and convey significance in one or more themes presented in 
the HCS.  
 
Ineligible Properties: 305 properties are recommended as Ineligible. This total includes the 
original 258 exempted through desktop review, 25 properties exempted after further evaluation 
via DPR Forms, and 22 exempted due to inaccessibility from the public ROW. These properties 
were found to have little to no architectural significance and over the course of research, public 
outreach efforts, or field efforts, properties in this category were not identified as having the 
potential to be historically associated with patterns of development or important people within the 
community. Even with additional research and preservation or restoration activities, it is unlikely 
that these properties would rise to the level of significance required for designation. 
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8. Recommendations 
The HCS and CWS recommendations presented below are intended to guide future planning and 
preservation efforts for the County and inform policies specific to Acton. 
  

8.1  Designate Historic Resources  
Overall, Acton has a lack of designated properties. To increase the number of designated 
properties, SEI recommends that the County:  
 

• Encourage community groups to nominate properties and provide technical assistance to 
help them through the nomination process.  

• Prioritize the properties identified in the Acton HCS and CWS as a starting point for future 
evaluations and designations.  

• Prioritize the nomination of residential and commercial properties in Acton, as they appear 
to be at highest risk for demolition based on current development patterns. 

 

8.2  Utilize Technology to Improve Internal Plan Review Procedures  
As part of community outreach efforts for the HCS and CWS, the project team created an 
interactive, ArcGIS-based Historic Resource Mapper and worked closely with community 
members to identify historically significant community properties. 
  
As next steps, SEI recommends that the County take advantage of this digital resource during 
the internal plan review process for Acton properties, by updating the County’s Historic Resources 
GIS layer with the survey data and data collected from the Historic Resource Mapper. This 
process will raise awareness of potential historic resources in the community. 

8.3 Promote Education and Advocacy for Preservation in Acton  
Any program for the repair and maintenance of historic buildings and structures should preserve 
cultural, historical, and architectural significance while allowing for the continued function of the 
building by following the principles established by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines for Preservation, Rehabilitation, 
Restoration, and Reconstruction.1  
 
SEI recommends that the County:  
 

• Educate property owners about the benefits of historic preservation and incentives at the 
beginning of any development plans. 

• Help residents recognize buildings or structures of potential historical significance.  

• Encourage developers to preserve and integrate historic resources into their projects. 
 

 
1  National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 

Historic Properties. Accessed July 2024. Available at: https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-
treatment-historic-properties.htm 
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Preservation is the maintenance and repairing of historic materials and features instead of 
replacement and includes these important factors: 
 

• Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship are retained. 

• The repair of existing materials is accomplished using the methods and techniques 
appropriate to the period of significance. 
 

Rehabilitation allows for updates and modifications to a historic building to satisfy contemporary 
needs while preserving the significant historical and architectural value of the building and 
includes the following guidelines: 
 

• Historical buildings may be adaptively reused in a manner that does not harm the historical 
integrity of the building, such as converting a warehouse or mill to commercial retail or 
multi-family residential use.   

• Compatible alterations or new additions must not destroy historic materials or affect the 
historic setting of the property. 

• Changes should be reversible so that the building can be restored to its original state. 
 
Restoration is the accurate depiction of the form and features that defined the character of a 
property during a particular period of significance. Important aspects of restoration are: 
 

• Restoring the building based on documentary and physical evidence to achieve a 
historically accurate result. 

• Removal of features or additions that detract from the building’s authentic historic 
character. 

• Employ genuine materials and building techniques that are appropriate to the period of 
significance in replacing missing elements. 

 
Reconstruction is the recreation of a non-surviving historic building or structure. A successful 
reconstruction program will exhibit the following imperatives: 
 

• The accurate duplication of historic features and materials will be based on documentary 
and physical evidence, such as site plans, photographs, and salvaged architectural 
elements from the period of significance. 

• Indicate that the reconstructed property is a modern interpretation of an historic building 
to avoid creating a false or misleading sense of historic integrity.  

 
In general, the preservationist must intervene only when necessary, using original materials and 
building techniques; use experienced conservators who are aware of the proper methods and 
building techniques; adhere to local, state, and federal regulations; and thoroughly document the 
work being done for the benefit of future reference and research.  

8.4 Promote Future Study  
Throughout the course of researching and writing, including engagement with the Acton 
community, SEI became aware that certain key sites were not accessible from the public right-of-
way, and that all historical research is a work in progress. To further future understanding, SEI 
recommends that the County of Los Angeles engage with the Acton community to uncover stories, 
documents, and artifacts relating to the history of the built environment.  
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Brent D. Johnson, MA
Cultural Resources Manager 
 
Master of Arts, (History of 

Science), CSUF, Fullerton, CA, 
1998 

Bachelor of Arts, (European 
History and Science History), 
UCSD, La Jolla, CA 1991 

 

 Archaeology/Paleontology 
Monitoring 

 Defense Environmental 
Restoration Program Field 
Surveys and Report 
Authoring 

 National Environmental 
Policy Act Reporting 

 California Environmental 
Quality Act Reporting 

 Historic American 
Engineering Record Field 
Survey and Reporting 

 Large Format Photography 
according to Library of 
Congress Standards 

 Historic Resources 
Evaluation Reporting 

 Certified Lead and Asbestos 
Inspector 

 Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, Section 106 
Essentials Certificate 

 
Years of Experience: twenty 
Relevant Experience  

 Irvine Hoag Hospital, 
Excavation Monitoring for 
Archaeology/Paleontology 
Resources 

 USACE Los Angeles District 
Sites: Van Nuys Army 
Airfield, Ontario Army 
Airfield, US Air Force Plant 
16, US Air Force Plant 14, 
Marquardt Ramjet Facility 

 Julian Hinds Substation 
HABS/HAER Historic 
Documentation 

 Penmar Water District, 
Phase II Historic Building 
Inventory 

 Roosevelt Elementary 
School CEQA IS/MND 

 

Mr. Johnson is an Architectural Historian who meets the Secretary of the 
Interior Standards for Architectural History and History and has completed 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Section 106 Essentials 
Training. 
 
Mr. Johnson’s primary geographic focus is southern California; however, 
he has completed environmental and cultural projects in every state in the 
country, including Guam and Puerto Rico, and has extensive experience in 
completing assessments of buildings and structures for their eligibility for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of 
Historic Places, and municipal ordinances for local historic preservation.  In 
this endeavor he has completed over 1,00o evaluations of historic 
properties. Recent projects include the following: 
 

 Area of Potential Effect for Archaeology and Built Environment 
Expansion Memo, Addendum No. 4 to the Archaeological Survey, 
and cultural resources input to the reexamination in support of 
the California High-speed Rail Locally Generated Alternative. 

 

 Historic Property Survey Report, Historical Resources Evaluation 
Report, Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Evaluation, 
and Archaeology Survey Reports for the Alameda Road Widening 
project for Caltrans and the City of Los Angeles Bureau of 
Engineering. 

 

 Nomination of the Bob Hope Patriotic Hall for Los Angeles County 
Landmark designation and listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

 

 Nomination for County Landmark designation for the Henry Dart 
Green residence in the community of Altadena, in the 
unincorporated territory of Los Angeles. 

 

 Historic Context Statement and Communitywide historic 
resources inventory for the city of Manhattan Beach 

 

 Historic Context Statement and Communitywide historic 
resources inventory for the community of Acton in the 
unincorporated territory of Los Angeles County 

 
Mr. Johnson has completed the Riverside County Cultural Sensitivity 
Training Course; the Bureau of Land Management, Desert Tortoise, 
Worker Environmental Awareness Training; Bechtel Life Critical Work 
Requirements and Rules of Engagement Safety Training; CPR, First Aid & 
AED Certification; Radio Frequency Safety 101 Certification; Remote Pilot 
Certification (3980697); and NAUI Scuba Diver Certification Training. 
 
Brent Johnson was a volunteer in the San Bernardino County Museum, 
Archaeology Laboratory, working under the supervision of Curator of 
Anthropology, Adella Schroth; is a member of both the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the Pacific Coast Archaeology Society; and is the 
former publisher of Preservation Chronicles Newsletter.  



 
 

B. Graham Larkin, PhD
 

Architectural Historian 
 

PhD, History of Art & 
Architecture, Harvard, 
Cambridge, MA, 2003 

 

• History of art, 
architecture, landscape, 
and urbanism 

• Management of cultural 
resources, including 
museums and historic 
sites 

• Archival documentation 
 
Years of Experience: 25+ 
 

 

 

Mr. Graham Larkin has more than 25 years of experience managing 
cultural resources, including work as a researcher, professor, and 
curator specializing in European and American art and architecture. 
In recent years, he has become a leading advocate for sustainable 
urbanism and safe mobility. 
 
Mr. Larkin has worked as a cataloguer at the Canadian Centre for 
Architecture, Montreal (1992–1993); as a curator of European & 
American art at the National Gallery of Canada (1993–1995 and 
2005–2011); as a teacher of undergraduate classes at Harvard and 
Stanford universities (2000–2005), and of graduate classes at the 
Azrieli School of Architecture and Urbanism at Carleton University, 
Ottawa (2013–2014); and as a researcher in Canadian federal 
departments (Aboriginal Affairs; Fisheries & Oceans; Public Health 
Agency). He has also been a leading advocate and consultant for 
cultural heritage (Small Museums Canada); sustainable living (Slow 
Ottawa); and safe mobility for drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians 
(Vision Zero Canada). 
 
Since joining Sapphos Environmental, Inc. in 2022, Mr. Larkin has 
conducted site visits and historic assessments (including Historic 
American Buildings Surveys [HABS], California Department of Parks 
and Recreation [DPR] 523 Series Forms, Historic Resource 
Assessment Reports [HRARs] and Memoranda for the Record 
[MFRs]), as well as design review and peer reviews,  throughout Los 
Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, including the Cities of 
Altadena, Bakersfield, Baldwin Park, Beverly Hills, Boyle Heights, 
Burbank, Central City, Claremont, Covina, El Monte, Hollywood, 
Florence-Firestone, Glendale, Hyde Park, Koreatown, Ontario, 
Pasadena, Pomona, Reseda, San Marino, Santa Clarita, Santa 
Monica, Sierra Madre, South Pasadena, Valley Glen, Venice, View 
Park, West Adams and Ventura. He has also completed Landmark 
and Mills Act applications, as well as Mills Act inspections. 
 
Mr. Larkin is a member of the Society of Architectural Historians, the 
National Association of Environmental Professionals, and the Los 
Angeles Conservancy. 
 
 



 
 
Joshua W. Poorman, PhD (in process)
 
Architectural Historian 
 
PhD (in process), History; 

University of Southern 
California, Los Angeles, CA 
anticipated 2024 

 
Bachelor of Arts, History 

Gettysburg College, 
Gettysburg, PA, 2013 

 
 Historic resource 

evaluations 
 Historic resource 

assessment reports 
 DPRs 
 Built environment 

assessments for CEQA 
and NEPA documents 

 
Years of Experience: 10 
 
Relevant Experience 
 
 Archival documentation 
 DPRs to determine 

eligibility of residential 
resources in City of 
Sierra Madre 

 Coordination of cultural 
resources, including 
national memorials and 
historic sites 

 Project management 
 Proposal and grant 

writing 
 Oral history work

 
Mr. Joshua Poorman has more than 10 years of experience in the field 
of historic research and writing, including primary and secondary 
source analysis, conducting oral history interviews, editing, and 
teaching. He has researched, written, and taught in undergraduate 
courses at the University of Southern California (2018–2023). He 
meets the Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualification 
standards in the field of History. He is currently supporting the City of 
Sierra Madre on assessment of residential properties on their 
eligibility for listing at the national, state, and local levels. 
 
Mr. Poorman has worked as the International Fundraising and 
Educational Outreach Coordinator for the National Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Memorial Commission (EMC) in Washington, D.C. (2014–
2018), where he drafted fundraising and grant proposals at the 
national level. At EMC, he helped usher the Frank Gehry–designed 
Eisenhower Memorial through its design approval process, which 
required research and preparation of paperwork used in design and 
planning approval meetings with the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
(CFA) and National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC). This work 
involved extensive project management and agency coordination. He 
has also volunteered as a docent (2015–2018) and served on an 
Advisory Panel for an NEH reinterpretation grant for Dumbarton 
House, as well as served as an interpreter at Peirce Mill in Rock Creek 
Park. 
 
His dissertation, “Rust World: Postindustrial Tourism and the Theming 
of American Industry,” examines the confluence of 
deindustrialization, historic preservation, and tourism in the late 
twentieth century. This work entailed analysis of how former 
industrial sites met environmental compliance standards in 
redevelopment efforts, both in cleaning up former industrial activity 
and rendering the spaces safe and accessible for incoming tourists. It 
examines how private and public redevelopers have worked together 
to shape and preserve industrial vernacular aesthetics. Mr. Poorman’s 
work incorporates documentation packages of several National 
Historic Landmarks (Sloss Blast Furnaces, Washburn “A” Mill, and the 
Spindletop Oil Field), as well as numerous HAER and HABS records, 
and extends to many sites on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Mr. Poorman is a member of the California Preservation Foundation, 
the American Historical Association, and the Phi Beta Kappa Honor 
Society. 



 
 

Morgan E. Thomas, PhD (in progress)
 
Architectural Historian 
 
PhD. (in process) In History 

Liberty University, 
Lynchburg VA expected 
2025 

 
Masters in Curriculum and 

Instruction: History, 
Pensacola Christian 
College, 2017 

 
Bachelors: History, Liberty 

University, 2015 
 

• Research and Analytical 
Techniques 

• Archival documentation 

• Historic Resource 
assessment report 

• Historic Resource 
evaluation 

• DPRs 
 
Years of Experience: 5 
 
Relevant Experience: 

• Archival Documentation 

• DPRs to determine 
eligibility of residential 
resources in City of 
Sierra Madre 

• Field surveys for historic 
context statements 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ms. Morgan Thomas has more than five years of experience in the field 
of history conducting primary and secondary research by identifying 
relevant materials in archives, researching, outlining, and writing her 
findings for varying audiences. She has five years of experience 
organizing, tracking, and accounting for documents and sources 
reviewed or collected in a large-scale research project. She is currently 
working on her Ph.D. in History. She meets the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Professional Qualification Standards in the field of History. She is 
currently supporting the City of Sierra Madre and the County of Los 
Angeles on the assessment of residential properties on their eligibility for 
listing at the national, state, and local levels.  
 
Ms. Thomas taught and was head of the History Department at Pacific 
Point Christian Schools (PPCS) (2018-2023), teaching a variety of dual-
credit and high school classes including: United States History, World 
History, American Government, and Economics. While working at PPCS, 
she helped manage projects, wrote curriculum for the history 
department, and taught students how to use primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
Ms. Thomas’s recent project experience includes the Manhattan Beach 
Historic Context Statement, Survey of Manhattan Beach Properties, and 
Bob Hope Patriotic Hall Historic Context Statement. She is also 
conducting ongoing preparation of State of California Department of 
Parks and Recreation 523 Series Forms for the City of Sierra Madre to 
assess residential properties for their eligibility for listing at the national, 
state, and local levels.  
 
Ms. Thomas is a current member of the American Historical Association.  
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KEY:              inaccessible (22)                accessible (61)

AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3216015003 3216-015-003 5826 CORRADI TER ACTON CA 93510 1928 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3216015015 3216-015-015 5805 CORRADI TER ACTON CA 93510 1930 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3217018030 3217-018-030 4796 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 0000 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3209021021 3209-021-021 30174 ARRASTRE CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1925

3208021014 3208-021-014 3849 GURRIER AVE ACTON CA 93510 1928

3216013003 3216-013-003 35510 SHANNONDALE RD ACTON CA 93510 1930

3217013021 3217-013-021 35127 RED ROVER MINE RD ACTON CA 93510 1934
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3217012037 3217-012-037 35255 RED ROVER MINE RD ACTON CA 93510 1939

3208023042 3208-023-042 3861 NICKELS AVE ACTON CA 93510 1946

3217005040 3217-005-040 2735 SHANNON VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1946

3057015042 3057-015-042 1687 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 1951

3216013004 3216-013-004 5908 SHANNON VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1953

3208023045 3208-023-045 3854 W NICKELS AVE ACTON CA 93510 1954
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3217017002 3217-017-002 34223 RED ROVER MINE RD ACTON CA 93510 1954

3057015059 3057-015-059 33731 N ARKSEY AVE ACTON CA 93510 1955 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3217016016 3217-016-016 4550 W AVENUE V ACTON CA 93510 1957 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3209021032 3209-021-032 30280 ARRASTRE CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1959 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3056027050 3056-027-050 1115 SEARCHLIGHT RANCH RD ACTON CA 93510 1966

3217013013 3217-013-013 34745 RED ROVER MINE RD ACTON CA 93510 1967

3216005020 3216-005-020 6803 SIERRA HWY AGUA DULCE CA 91390 1969

3217012010 3217-012-010 4620 ROVER RIDGE RD ACTON CA 93510 1971 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.

3217010010 3217-010-010 34724 FLORENCELL AVE ACTON CA 93510 1972 No photo. Buildings were 

inaccessible and/or too far 

from public right-of-way.
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3208025003 3208025004 3828 CORY DR ACTON CA 93510 1890

3208026041 3208-026-041 31823 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1891

3209002033 3209-002-033 3449 SOLEDAD CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1906

3209003052 3209-003-052 31314 QUICK SILVER LN ACTON CA 93510 1910

3058006015 3058-006-015 31880 ALISO CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1915 NO PHOTO

3209002042 3209-002-042 3511 SOLEDAD CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1917
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3208018035 3208-018-035 32408 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1920

3208026017 3208-026-017 3763 CORY DR ACTON CA 93510 1920

3208019018 3208-019-018 3608 SYRACUSE AVE ACTON CA 93510 1922

3208024028 3208-024-028 32020 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1922

3208024027 3208-024-027 32018 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1922

3208024029 3208-024-029 32032 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1922
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3208033900 3208-033-900 ALISO ST (ACTON CEMETERY) CA 93510 1924

3217021011 3217-021-011 3771 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 1924

3223002045 3223-002-045 7010 ESCONDIDO CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1927

3208019026 3208-019-026 3628 SYRACUSE AVE ACTON CA 93510 1928

3209017022 3209-017-022 VAC/VIC CROWN VALLEY RD/ SOLEDAD CYN MT 

GLEASON CA 93510

1929

3223001021 3223-001-021 7634 ESCONDIDO CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1929
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3209020900 3209-020-900 30500 ARRASTRE CANYON RD CA 93510 1930s

3208019016 3208-019-016 3363 SYRACUSE AVE ACTON CA 93510 1932

3057011029 3057-011-029 801 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 1935

3056007008 3056-007-008 34110 ANGELES FOREST HWY PALMDALE CA 

93550

1937

3209014020 3209-014-020 5726 SOLEDAD CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1938

3217012020 3217-012-020 35211 RED ROVER MINE RD ACTON CA 93510 1938
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AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3208026006 3208-026-006 3723 CORY DR ACTON CA 93510 1940

3216017005 3216-017-005 5377 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 1940

3217021010 3217-021-010 33805 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1940

3217018028 3217-018-028 4808 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 1941

3216004001 3216-004-001 5835 SHANNON VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1943

3209010035 3209-010-035 7601 SOLEDAD CYN RD ACTON CA 93510 1950
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SURVEY FINDINGS

AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3217025003 3217-025-003 33855 MCENNERY CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1950

3208022017 3208-022-017 32124 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1951

3208026031 3208-026-031 31802 2ND ST ACTON CA 93510 1951

3056029013 3056-029-013 125 TIGER MOUNTAIN RD PALMDALE CA 93550 1953

3056024026 3056-024-026 2370 SOLEDAD CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1956

3056004055 3056-004-055 553 SIERRA HWY PALMDALE CA 93550 1956

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.

December 2024

Historic Context Statement/Communitywide Survey 

Page B-9



APPENDIX B

SURVEY FINDINGS

AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3209002026 3209-002-026 31707 2ND ST ACTON CA 93510 1956

3217023010 3217-023-010 33950 HACIENDA RD ACTON CA 93510 1956

3209003073 3209-003-073 3243 COUNTRY WAY ACTON CA 93510 1958

3217009028 3217-009-028 3075 DWIGHT LEE ST ACTON CA 93510 1958

3217009024 3217-009-024 3223 CARROLOS ST ACTON CA 93510 1959

3208022018 3208-022-018 32142 CROWN VALLEY RD ACTON CA 93510 1959
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SURVEY FINDINGS

AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3056024030 3056-024-030 32476 ALISO CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1960

3056022036 3056-022-036 32905 MALINTA AVE ACTON CA 93510 1961

3208007017 3208-007-017 4400 ESCONDIDO CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1961

3209018045 3209-018-045 29100 BOOTLEGGER CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1962

3216013028 3216-013-028 5525 BRAELOCH ST ACTON CA 93510 1962

3217009008 3217-009-008 3310 DWIGHT LEE ST ACTON CA 93510 1963

3217009020 3217-009-020 3256 ROLANDEE ST ACTON CA 93510 1964

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.

December 2024

Historic Context Statement/Communitywide Survey 

Page B-11



APPENDIX B

SURVEY FINDINGS

AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3217024001 3217-024-001 2703 SIERRA HWY ACTON CA 93510 1964

3209011016 3209-011-016 6201 SOLEDAD CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1965

3056026018 3056-026-018 1110 SEARCHLIGHT RANCH RD ACTON CA 93510 1967

3056027067 3056-027-067 1124 BULLA VISTA ACTON CA 93510 1969

3216010018 3216-010-018 35429 SHANNONDALE RD ACTON CA 93510 1971

3223005020 3223-005-020 5819 HUBBARD RD ACTON CA 93510 1971
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SURVEY FINDINGS

AIN APN Full Address Built Images

3057004007 3057-004-007 1544 EAGLE BUTTE RD PALMDALE CA 93551 1972

3217009023 3217-009-023 3151 CARROLOS ST ACTON CA 93510 1972

3209028001 3209-028-001 6868 SOLEDAD CANYON RD ACTON CA 93510 1972

3057015900 3057-015-900 1533 SIERRA HIGHWAY ACTON CA 93510 1972-1973

3209011015 3209-011-015 6867 SOLEDAD CANYON RD 1980

3057001047 3057-001-047 2025 GALLOPING WAY ACTON CA 93510 1983 

(Assessor 

misidentified 

date)
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Address APN 
Priority Nomination 

Properties 
Eligible for Designation 

Properties Ineligible Properties 

553 Sierra Highway 3056-004-055 
 

  
 

34110 Angeles Forest 3056-007-008  
 

 

32905 Malinta Avenue 3056-022-036 
 

 
 

 

La Cabana Restaurant 
 2370 Soledad Canyon Road 

3056-024-026 
 

  

32476 Aliso Canyon Road 3056-024-030 
 

  
 

1110 Searchlight Ranch Road 3056-026-018 
 

  
 

1124 Bulla Vista 3056-027-067  
 

 

125 Tiger Mountain Road 3056-029-013  
 

 

2025 Galloping Way 3057-001-047   
 

3151 Carrolos Street 3057-001-047   
 

1544 Eagle Butte Road 3057-004-007 
 

 
 

 

801 Sierra Highway 3057-011-029   
 

1533 Sierra Highway 3057-015-900  
 

 

Blum Ranch 
31880 Aliso Canyon Road 

3058-006-015 
 

  

4400 Escondido Canyon Road 3208-007-017  
 

 

Duehren House 
32408 Crown Valley Road 

3208-018-035 
 

 
  

3363 Syracuse Avenue 3208-019-016   
 

3608 Syracuse Avenue 3208-019-018  
 

 

3628 Syracuse Avenue 3208-019-026 
 

 
 

 

32124 Crown Valley Road 3208-022-017   
 

Acton Presbyterian Church 
32142 Crown Valley Road 

3208-022-018 
 

  

32018 Crown Valley Road 3208-024-027 
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Address APN 
Priority Nomination 

Properties 
Eligible for Designation 

Properties Ineligible Properties 

32020 Crown Valley Road 3208-024-028  
 

 

32032 Crown Valley Road 3208-024-029  
 

 

Soledad School 
3828 Cory Drive 

3208-025-003 
 

  

3723 Cory Drive 3208-026-006  
 

 

3763 Cory Drive 3208-026-017 
 

  
 

31802 2nd Street 3208-026-031  
 

 

Nickel House 
31823 Crown Valley Road 

3208-026-041 
 

  

Acton Cemetery 3208-033-900 
 

  

31707 2nd Street 3209-002-026 
 

  
 

3449 Soledad Canyon 3209-002-033 
 

  

3511 Soledad Canyon Road 3209-002-042 
 

  
 

31314 Quick Silver Lane 3209-003-052   
 

3243 Country Way 3209-003-073 
 

  
 

7601 Soledad Canyon 3209-010-035  
 

 

Shambala Preserve 
6867 Soledad Canyon Road 

3209-011-015 
 

 
  

6201 Soledad Canyon Road 3209-011-016  
 

 

5726 Soledad Canyon Road 3209-014-020   
 

VAC/VIC Crown Valley 
Road/Soledad Canyon Mt Gleason 

3209-017-022  
 

 

29100 Bootlegger Canyon Road 3209-018-045 
 

  
 

30500 Arrastre Canyon Road 3209-020-900 
 

  

6868 Soledad Canyon Road 3209-028-001 
 

  
 

5835 Shannon Valley Road 3216-004-001   
 

35429 Shannondale Road 3216-010-018  
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Address APN 
Priority Nomination 

Properties 
Eligible for Designation 

Properties Ineligible Properties 

5525 Braeloch Street 3216-013-028   
 

5377 Sierra Highway 3216-017-005 
 

  
 

3310 Dwight Lee Street 3217-009-008 
 

  
 

3256 Rolandee Street 3217-009-020  
 

 

3223 Carrolos Street 3217-009-024 
 

  
 

3075 Dwight Lee Street 3217-009-028 
 

 
 

 

35211 Red Rover Mine Road 3217-012-020  
 

 

4808 Sierra Highway 3217-018-028 
 

 
 

 

33805 Crown Valley Road 3217-021-010 
 

  
 

3771 Sierra Highway 3217-021-011  
 

 

33950 Hacienda Road 3217-023-010   
 

2703 Sierra Highway 3217-024-001  
 

 

33855 McEnnery Canyon Road 3217-025-003  
 

 

7634 Escondido Canyon 3223-001-021 
 

 
 

 

7010 Escondido Canyon Road 3223-002-045 
 

 
 

 

5819 Hubbard Road 3223-005-020   
 

 

 

 

KEY 

Priority Nomination Properties 
 

Eligible for Designation Properties 
 

Ineligible Properties 
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       Priority Nomination Property Address List

1. La Cabana Restaurant: 2370 Soledad Canyon Road
2. Blum Ranch: 31880 Aliso Canyon Road
3. Duehren House: 32408 Crown Valley Road
4. Acton Community Presbyterian Church: 32142
Crown Valley Road
5. Soledad Schoolhouse: 3828 Cory Drive
6. Nickel House: 31823 Crown Valley Road
7. Acton Cemetery
8. 3449 Soledad Canyon (1906 Craftsman)
9. Shambala Preserve: 6867 Soledad Canyon Road
10. TB Clinic: 30500 Arrastre Canyon Road
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     Eligible for Designation Property Address List

1. 34110 Angeles Forest Highway
2. 32905 Malinta Avenue
3. 1124 Bulla Vista
4. 125 Tiger Mountain Road
5. 1544 Eagle Butte Road
6. 4400 Escondido Canyon Road
7. 3608 Syracuse Avenue
8. 3628 Syracuse Avenue
9. 32020 Crown Valley Road
10. 32032 Crown Valley Road
11. 3723 Cory Drive
12. 31802 2nd Street
13. 7601 Soledad Canyon Road
14. 6201 Soledad Canyon Road
15. 35429 Shannondale Road
16. 3256 Rolandee Street
17. VAC/VIC Crown Valley Road/Soledad Canyon Mount Gleason
18. 3075 Dwight Lee Street
19. 35211 Red Rover Mine Road
20. 4808 Sierra Highway
21. 3771 Sierra Highway
22. 2703 Sierra Highway
23. 33855 McEnnery Canyon Road
24. 7634 Escondido Canyon Road
25. 7010 Escondido Canyon Road
26. 1533 Sierra Highway
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