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Los Angeles County Land Acknowledgement

The County of Los Angeles recognizes that we occupy land originally and still inhabited and cared for by the Tongva,
Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and Chumash Peoples. We honor and pay respect to their elders and descendaatst,
present, and emerging-as they continue their stewardship of these lands and waters. We acknowledge that settler
colonization resulted in land seizure, disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken promises, genocide, and
multigenerational trauma. This acknowledgment demonsties our responsibility and commitment to truth, healing,

and reconciliation and to elevating the stories, culture, and community of the original inhabitants of Los Angeles
County. We are grateful to have the opportunity to live and work on these anceslaalds. We are dedicated to
growing and sustaining relationships with Native peoples and local tribal governments, including (in no particular
order) the

Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council
Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians
Gabrielefio Band of Mission IndiansKizh Nation

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

San Fernando Band of Mission Indians

To learn more about the First Peoples of Los Angeles County, please visit the Algeles City/County Native
American Indian Commission website at lanaic.lacounty.gov.
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Executive Summary

Purpose

The County of Los Angeles (County) Department of Regional Planning retained Dudek to prepaistaic context
statement (HCS)or the South Bay Area Plan (SBAP)oject. TheHCSis one component of the largeEBAPproject
that addresses the following unincorporated communitieisl Los AngelesCounty:Alondra ParkEl Camino Village
Del Aire Wiseburn, Hawthorne Island, La Rambla, Lennox, West Carson, and Westheldemy Hills (SBAP
communities) Collectively, theséSBAP communities reside within the SdutBay Planning AregPlanning Ared,

which is one of the 11 Planning Areas identified in tHeos AngelesCounty General Plan. The purpose of th#CSis

to inform and enhance the largerSBAPproject as it relates to historical resources within th&BAP communities
including the preparation of goalspolicies,and implementation programs

What s a Historic Context Statement?

An HCSprovides the foundation for identifying and evaluating historical resourceduture preservation and
protection of historical resourcesand establishing a framework for grouping information about resources that
share common themes and patterns of historical developmenin HCS isnore than timelines of important dates
and events. The organization of the document is based on the preferred format and content developed by the
National Park Service and California Office of Historic Preservation. Theuwoent organizes information about
historic properties by theme, place, and time. Histoatcontext is linked with tangible historial resources through

the concept of property type. A property type is a group of individual properties that share physical or associative
characteristics. A HCSprovides a framework for determining the relative significance of properties and evaluating
their eligibility for landmark designation.

South Bay Planning Aredlistoric Context Statement

Dudek acknowledges and understands that the history of tH@anning Arearuly begins with itsFirst Peopleswho
have occupied the region for thousands of year§his HCS includea discussion of the ethnohistory of the Planning
Areain Section 4.2. A more detailed discussiois also provided in the Tribal Cultural Resources section of the SBAP
Programmatic Environmental Impact Reporf.he document identifies important themes, eventgnd patterns of
development, and describes the different property typestyles, builders, and architects associated with these
periods and themes. This document also provides registration requirements for the evaluation of historical
resources in consideration of both historical significance and integrity requirements specific the eligibility
requirements criteria established by the County for historical resources. Finally, this document concludes with a
discussion of recommendations for future study and action by the County to facilitate its historic preservation
program.The SBAPHCSIs an evolving documentbased on the input of the community aneéhterested parties

TheHCS firstpresentseach community® historical background information to orient the reader to the specific
community and its unique history. The community historical overviews are followed by a discussion of
significant themes that are present throughout thePlanning Area While the development of theSBAP
communities can be looked at independently, thelCSlooks at the unincorporated communitiesholistically to
consider trends and patterns that were widespread throughout all the communities.

D U D E K 12597.03 ix
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Themes Identified for theSouth Bay Planning Are€ommunities

The bulk of theHCSpresents significant themes that shaped the development history of tii&lanning Areaand
impacted the built environment. The following themes were identified as significant throughout #lanning Area
Agricultural Development; Commercial Development; Industrial Development; Infrastructure and Public Transit;
Residential Development; Religion and Spirituality; Parks and Recreation; Education; Civil Rights and Social Justice;
Civic Development; Health ed Medicine; and Public Art Music, and Cultural Celebrations. Overviews of these
themes are provided on the following pages.

Methodology

Research for theSBAPHCSwas gathered from both primary and secondary sourcasd was conductedat a variety

of local, regional, state, national, and online repositories. Primary sources consulted for this project included
historical maps, histori@l aerial photographs, Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps, historical trav@lguides,
census data, directories, contemporary historical accounts, and historical photographs. Secondary sources
included books, newspaper articles, historical reports, surroundingrea historial contexts, SurveyLA
documentationabout the adjacent neighborhoods, and online repositories.

A windshield survey of all th&BAPcommunities was completed to identifgnd inform the development of theHCS
During this survey, descriptive information about buildings and general development patterns and property types
in the communities was collected. Photographs were taken of representative properties and specific locations
identified through community outeach and research.

Historical accounts, information, important places, and photographs were provided by the public through the
County® project page; an interactive online mapping toalvailable on the Count§ project page called the BAP
Historic Resources Mapping Toohnd community engagement meetingsCommunity outreach included a public
meeting on July 172023, which introduced the HCS and how to use the Historic Resources Mapping TBating

the community engagement meeting, the public was invited to provide commenmtsa projectspecific emailand
contribute information to be used to develop théHCS andidentify important local resources for the SBAP
communities.A draft of the HCS was provided to stakeholders for review prior to its finalizatemd a second public
outreach meeting was held on Januar34, 2024. The final draft of the HCS was presented to the Coudtyistoric
Landmarks Review Commission iApril2024.

Recommendations

Dudek developed the following recommendationsvhich will be used to inform the development of the SBAP
Additional information on these recommendations is provided in Sectionecommendations

A Preserve Historic Resources Dudek recommends stewarding those existinglesignated historical
resources in the Planning Areaincluding Alpine Village in West Carsoientifying additional eligible
historical resources through community input, and working to designate new histalicesources based on
properties identified in this HCS and through community outreach efforts.

A Reconnaissance_evel Surveys of SBAP Communitieas part of the Count§g ongoing commitment to
identify and document historical resources, the County should consider completing reconnaissalesel
historical resources surveys for all SBAP communities for use as a future planning tool. CoHtexed
surveys make it possible to evaluate resources for land use planning purposes without needing to research
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each individual property. A histora resources survey can greatly streamline the entitlement process and
streamline environmental reviews pursuant tthe California Environmental Quality Act

A Encourage aSense of Place, Identity,and History: Dudek recommends engaging in public outreach efforts
to help identify commercial or industrial corridors, residential streets, and individual sites that may not
retain sufficient integrity or garner enough owner support to warrant designation as individlzaaldmarks
or historic districts but may still warrant historical interpretation. This interpretation may include signage or
the development of design standards with the goal of encouraging a sense of gaddentity, and
communicating histori@l significance.
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How to Use this Document

Thishistoric context statement(HCS presents a detailed context that identifies important themes and patterns of
development, property types, architectural styles, and registration requiremerfier the Planning Area This
document was designed to function as a tool for use by th@ounty its residents, and property owners to better
understand, interpret, evaluate, and protedhe Countys historical resourcedocated inthe project study area (the
communities of Alondra Park/El Camino Village, Del Ajré/iseburn, Hawthorne Island, La Rambla, Lennox, West
Carson, and Westfield/Academy HillsStudy lists have also beedeveloped identifying potential historic resources
for future study in Appendix AThis document is organized into the following major sections:

1.

Introduction provides an overview of thé’lanning Area and background includinigcation, project team,
and previously conducted studies.

Methodologyprovides an overview of the process for researching and developing tHES This section
includes a breakdown of all methodologies used throughout the project.

Regulatory Settingrovidesan overview of the national, state, and local guidelines for evaluating properties
in the Countyfor historical significance and integrity.

Historical Backgroundprovides a framework for future property evaluations by providing an overview of
significant themesand guidelines forthe evaluation of histori@l significance and integrityAPlanning Area
specifictimeline and a summary table of historical events and resulting current issués included in this
section. Additionally, this section serves as a detailed narrative tife Planning Aea& history divided into
major chronological periods of development that are supported by important themmand patterns of
development.The registration requirements of thisection provide a discussion of the national, state, and
local designation criteria and integrity requirements and idenyiéligibility standardsand considerationsfor
assessing historical significance in th&outh Bay Area Pla(SBAR.

Architectural Stylesprovides an overview of all major architectural styles identified as a result of the
windshieldsurvey. This section includes a representative photograph of each style (organized by property
type), the stylé& associated period of significance irthe Planning Area and a list of major character
defining featuresfor each architecturalstyle. This section provides a discussion of the national, state, and
local designation criteria and integrity requirements and identifies architectural styles and registratio
requirements for assessing historical significance in theBAP

Recommendationsprovides recommendations for further studyuture surveys. and consideration in developing
goals, policies, and implementation programs for the SBAP.

Bibliographyprovides a complete list of references for all sources listed throughout the document.

D U D E K 12597.03 xiii

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT LOS ANGELES COUNTYSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

D U D E K 12597.03 Xiv

MARCH 2024



1 Introduction

1.1 Project Description

The Los AngelesCounty Department of Regional Planning retained Dudek to preparehsstoric context
statement (HCS)for the SBAP. The goal of thelCSis to inform, enhance, and streamline the larger SBAP
project as it pertains to historical resourcesAn HCSprovides the foundation for identifying and evaluating
historical resourcesand establishing a framework for grouping information about resources that share
common themes and patterns of historical development. This document presents the history of the following
unincorporated communities within the Planning Area Alondra Park/El Carmo Village, Del AireWiseburn,
Hawthorne Island, La Rambla, Lennox, West Carson, and Westfield/Academy KBBAP communities)The
built environment of the SBAP communities from theancho period to the present identifies important themes,
events, and patterns of development. It also describes the different property types, styles, builders, and
architects associated with these important periods and themes. This document also develoggistration
requirements for resource evaluation that are specific tthe Countyof Los Angeles (County)n consideration

of both historical significance and integrity requirements. Finally, this document concludes with a discussion
of recommendations for future study and action by the County to facilitate and streamline the historic
preservation program.

1.2 South Bay Planning Area and Communities

The HCS focuses on the South Bay Planning Area (Planning Area) in Los Angeles County, which is located in the
geographic southwestern section of the County. The Planning Area includes the communife&londra Park/

El Camino Village, Del AireNiseburn, Hawthorne Island, La Rambla, Lennox, West Carson, and Westfield/
Academy Hillswhich are identified in Figures 1 through 8.

1.2.1 Project Team

The Dudek team responsible for thi$siCSconsists of Architectural Historian Nicole Frank, MSHP; Architectural
Historian Claire Cancilla, MSHP; Architectural Historian Katie Ahmanson, MHC; and Senior Architectural Historian
Monte Kim, PhD. The entire team meets the Secretary of the Inte@oProfessional Qualifications Standards in
Architectural History and/or History. Dudek team resumes are included in Appendix B.

All project work was coordinated with the CouriySBAP Project Managsy Patricia Lin Hachiya, AIGHhomas
Dearborn, AICPand Historic Preservation Program Coordinator, Dean Edwards. Dudek also participated in public
outreach meetings led by the.os Angeles County Department of Region@lanning

12597.03 1
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1.3 Previous Studies

1.3.1 Existing Community -Based Plans and Specific Plans

Communitybased plans and Specific Plars (including Transit Oriented DistricBpecific Plans) are used as
General Plan implementation tools within communities or community subareasthin the County Community
and Specific Plans allow the County to assemble land uses and implementation programs tailored to the unique
characteristics of a specific site Brief summaries of the communitypased plans andSpecific Plans that have
been completed for the SBAP communities, including information é@nand how these plans address cultural
resources, are provided below.

Lennox Community Parks and Recreation PI{8016)

The Lennox Community Parks and Recreation Plan establishes a vision, goals, policies, and strategies to increase
access to green spaces throughout the community of Lennox, which on average provides only 0.2 acres of local
parks per 1,000 residents, far bebw the County standard of 4 acres per 1,000 residents set forth in th®s Angeles
CountyGeneral Plan. Contemplated improvements include a potentégireen streethalong Lennox Boulevard, new
parks and pocket parks, community gardens, and trail opportuigis, which were identified for locations across the
Lennox Community Parks and Recreatidtlan Area based on an assessment of current park acce3he plan does

not specifically address historial and cultural resourceshowever,it does discussLennox Park, the existing historic

age green space in the community.

Vision Lennox(2010)

Vision Lennoxwas the result of a6-month planning effort intended torepresent thecommunity® expectations for
the future development of Lennox. Consulting team Raimi + Associates partnered with the Los Angeles County
Department of RegionalPlanningto conduct public workshops and stakeholder meetings to develop goals, key
strategies, and an action plan for implementation of the identified goal¥ision Lennox identifies a series of key
strategies to implement the vision of the community and address current challenges faced by the commysitich

as overcrowdingwhich has ledto a shortage of parking spaces and encroachment into adjacent commercial lots,
as well as existing transportation infrastructure. Specifically related to the built environment and historic
preservation, Public WorkshopNo. 2 identified the preservation and restoration of historic buildingas a primary
community goal. Cultural resources were furtheddressed in the Key StrategieSection through the preservation
and enhancement of Lenno& neighborhoods andby enhandng the uniqueidentity of Lennox by expressing the
community® historical and cultural roots through improvements in the public streetscapes, parks, schools, and
other civic buildings.

West CarsonTransit Oriented DistrictSpecific Plan(2019)

The West Carson Transit Oriented District Specific Plan for thes Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority Metro) J Line Carson Street Station establishes a vision for developmemtd a regulatory framework,
including policies, development standards, design standards, and recommended capital improvement projects.
The West Carson Transit Oriented Distri@pecific Plan identifies opportunities for compact, infill development
that support the intensification and expansion of HarbddCLA Medical Center while remaining sensitive to
existing singlefamily neighborhoods. Increased housing opportunities and enmginentgenerating uses are
targeted adjacent to the Carson Street Station to create walkable and destinatioarich transit-oriented district
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with local and regional transit as an amenity antb facilitate more active transportation trips via walking and
biking. Specific corridors that aredentified with a vision for more livable and sustainable multimodal streets are
Carson Street and 223d Street. The associatedprogrammatic environmental impact repor{PEIR) stated that
the area is sensitivedue to the presence of historic built environment structures that predate 1965. ThREIR
identifies 12 properties with potential historical significancethe HarborUCLA Medical Centeeight pre-1930
residential properties and three commercial properties constructed in 1969 Mitigation Measure CULL states
that future projects in accordance with the Specific Plan that involve those 12 identified potential historic built
environment resources would require the preparation of an intensitbevel historical evaluation in accordace
with all applicable federal, state, and local guidelines. Recommendations for preservation should be considered
in the report if applicable, and the evaluation should be submitted to the County of Los Angeles Department of
Regional Planning for reviewrad approval?

1 Commercial properties: 1029 Carson Street; 1019 Carson Street; and @7 Carson Street.
Residential properties: 958 222nd Street; 1016 Jay Street; 1011 222nd Street; 1015 222nd Street; 1041 222n&treet; 1139
Jay Street; 22042 Normandie Avenue; 1203 223rd Street and Nursery.

2 West Carson TOD [Transit Oriented District] Specifia®, Attachment 4 Final Environmental Impact ReportOctober 23, 2018,
State Clearinghouse No. 2017011010, https://case.planning.lacounty.gov/assets/upl/project/westarsontod_bos
attachment4.pdf, 19 and 5.3-8.
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2 Methodology

2.1 Historic Context Statement Research
and Development

2.1.1 SCCIC and BERDRecords Search

Dudek architectural historians closely reviewed information on previously recorded properties provided by South
Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), which houses cultural resources recordth&€County. Dudek also
reviewed the Built Environment Resources Directory (BERD) files, which provide information, organizedunyy,
regarding nonarchaeological resources in theCalifornia Office of Historic Preservati@nsventory. TheCalifornia
Office of Historic Preservatiomdministers federally and tate-mandated historic preservation programs to further
the identification, evaluation, registration, and protection of Califorréairreplaceable resources. All applicable
portions of unincorporated Los Angeles County were reviewed.

2.1.2 Background Research

Historic built environment research was gathered from both primary and secondary sources held at a variety of
local, regional, state, national, and online repositories. Archival materials weeguested and/or assembled from

the Los Angeles Public LibranyCounty of Los Angeles:l Segundo Public LibraryHawthorne Historical Society,
Los Angeles International AirporLAX Flight Path Museum, California State University Dominguez HlUsjiversity

of Southern CaliforniaSpecial Collections, Wilmington Historical Society, Palos Verdes Historical Soditisforical
Society of the Centinela ValleySan Pedro Historical Society, and online repositories including Calisphere,
Ancestry.com SurveyLAand Newspapers.comResources gathered from these repositories included community
plans, planning documentsmaps, newspaper articles photographs,and relevant books

Additional primary sources consulted for thislCSincluded historical maps, historial aerial photographs, Sanborn
Fire Insurance Company Maps, measured architectural drawings, census data, contemporary historical accounts,
and historical photographs. Secondary sources include reference books, newspaper articles, magazine articles, and
HCS. Multiple databases were reviewed to generate a list of historical resource information including the California
Historical Resourcerformation System BERD, the SCCl@nd the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional
Planning websiteand County of Los Angeles GIS Historic Resources layer

2.1.3 Desktop and Field Surveys

For the purposes ofthis HCS Dudek architectural historians performed windshield surveys of each of tBBAP
communities in August 2023. These surveys were conductetb inform important themes, property types, and
architectural styles in an effort to develop m HCSand community plan area overview for all of the communities
within the Planning Area In addition to the windshield surveys, Dudek also performed extensive desktop
reconnaissancelevel surveys of each of th&sBAPcommunities. Desktop surveys irladed current Google Street
View imagery,Los AngelesCounty Assessor data, historéd aerial photographs, historial topographic maps,
historical redlining maps, and current subdivision maps.
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2.2 Data Management

Following completion of the background research and the preparation of tRe€S Dudek completed a windshield
surveyof an area that encompassed the SBABommunities. Dudek used multiple data sources to create accurate
maps of the survey area and identify all properties that met the age threshold for the scope of this study.

To start, Dudek collected publicly available parcel data from the Los Angeles County Assessor, which served as a
baseline for identifying properties constructed before 1988.This information was compiled into field maps that
included details such asPlanning Area and SBAP community boundarjedecade of construction, road names,
zoning, andexisting onthe-ground land use. Decade of construction was divided into the following time periods:
pre-1900, 1900s, 1910s, 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and post 1980, and then color-coded by

that decade. These field maps allowed Dudek to observe patterns of dey®itent throughout thePlanning Area

and surveythose areas within the communitieghat have concentrations of historieage properties.

2.3 Community Outreach

Community outreach effortsfor the HCSwere completed in two major phases. The first phase of community
outreachfor the HCSwas completed in thesummer of 2023. This phase included remote public meetingheld on
July 17,2023, that introduced theproject team, identified theproject® scope, and outling the purpose ofan HCS
As part of this phasetwo public data collecting methods were shared as part of the community outreacivhich
included the SBAP Historic Resourcedapping Tooland the projectspecific emailSouthBayAreaPlan@dudetom.
The SBAPHistoric Resource Mapping Tool allowed community members to provide their input on locations of
historical interest by adding points, lines, and polygons to their community on the wdised map. The project
specific email allowed members of th&BAPcommunities to reach out to Dudek directly and submit arhjstorical
photographs, legacy business locations, and events that might be helpful for the project.

Two committees wereonsultedto gather informationand provide assistance in reviewing and providing feedback
on technical documents a Community Advisory Committeend a Technical Advisory Committee. Ti@ommunity
Advisory Committeevas composedof engaged local leaders who live in and represent tf8BAPcommunities. The
Technical Advisory Committewas composedof representatives from various Countgepartments, including Public
Works, Public Health, Parkand Recreation, Economic Development/Chief Exeiive Office, Fire, and Artand
Culture. Both the Community Advisory Committeand Technical Advisory Committeeeceived drafts of the HCS
along with recordings of community outreach meetings to gain a full understanding of the document and how it will
be used by the County.

3 Built environment historieera properties are defined in this HCS as buildings or structures 45 years of age or older.
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3 Regulatory Setting

Federal, state, and local historic preservation programs provide specific criteria for evaluating the potential
historical significance of a resource. The most relevant programs for the SBAP include the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and the GoGnitgria for the
Designation of Landmarks and Historic Districts. Although the criteria used by these programs vary in their specifics,
they focus on many of the same general themes. In geaéra resource need to meetonly one criterion from either

the NRHP, CRHR, or the County to be considered historically significant.

Another area of similarity is the concept of integrify generally defined as the survival of physical characteristics
that existed during the resourc& period of significance. Federal, state, and local historic preservation programs
require that a resource must possess significance and maintain integrity in order to be eligible for listing in the
NRHP, CRHRyr a local register.

Federal
National Register of Historic Places

While there is no federal nexus fothe HCS the subject properties were evaluated in consideration of NRHP
designation criteria. The NRHP is the United Statesdficial list of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects
worthy of preservation. Overseen by the National Park Service under the U.S. Department of the Interior, the NRHP
was authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amendéd listings also encompass all National
Historic Landmarks, as well as historic areas administered by the National Park Service.

NRHP guidelines for the evaluation of histodat significance were developed to be flexible and to recognize the
accomplishments of all who have made significant contributions to the nati@rhistory and heritage. Its criteria are
designed to guide state and local governments, federal agencies, and others in evaluating potential entries in the
NRHP. For a property to be listed or determined eligible for listing, it must be demonstrated tospss integrity and

to meet at least one of the following criteria:

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, ad association, and:

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack imalual distinction; or

D. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

In addition to these basic evaluation criteria, the NRHP outlines further criteria considerations for significance.
Moved properties; birthplaces; cemeteries; reconstructed buildings, structures, or objects; commemorative
properties; and properties that hae achieved significance within the past 50 years are generally not eligible for the

12597.03 11
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NRHP. The criteria considerations are exceptions to these rules, and they allow for the following types of resources
to be NRHP eligiblé:

a. areligious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or
historical importance;

b. a building or structure removed from its original location, but which is significant primarily for
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic
person or event;

c. a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building directly associated with his or her productive life;

d. a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, from association with historic events;

e. a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented
in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or
structure with the same association has survived,

f. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

g. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.

Once the significance of a resource has been determined, the resource then must be assedsedhtegrity. Integrity

is (1) the ability of a property to illustrate historyand (2) possession of the physical features necessary to convey
the aspect of history with which it is associatedThe evaluation of integrity is grounded in an understanding of a
property® physical features and how they relate to the propedsysignificance. Historic properties either retain
integrity (that is, convey their significance) or they do not. To retain integrity, a property will always possess several,
and usually most, of the seven aspects of integrify:

Locationis the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic event occurred.
Designis the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property.
Settingis the physical environment of a historic property.

A owDdPE

Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period and in a
particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.

5. Workmanshipis the physical evidence of crafts of a particular culture or people during any given period in
history or prehistory.

Feelingis the property® expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period.
Associationis the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.

4 National Parks ServicelHow to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluatidvational Register Bulletin 15. January 31, 2022,
pg. 25, https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf.

5  National Parks ServiceHow to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluatiat.

6  National Parks ServiceHow to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluatietd 45.
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State
California Register of Historical Resources

In California, the termthistorical resourcéincludes but is not limited todany object, building, structure, site, area,
place, record, or manuscript which is historically or archaeologically significant, or is significant in the architectural,
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, mititaor cultural annals of California
(California Public Resources Code Section 502¢j). In 1992, the California legislature established the CRHi

be used by state and lochagencies, private groups, and citizens to identify the staehistorical resources and to
indicate what properties are to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse change
(California Public Resources Code Section 5024dl). The criteria for listing resources in the CRHR were expressly
developed to be in accordance with previously established criteria developed for listing in the NRHP, enumerated
below. According to California Public Resources Code Section 5024.1(@4(l a resource is considered historically
significant if it (i) retainsdsubstantial integritydand (ii) meets at least one of the following criteria:

(1) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
California® history and cultural heritage.

(2) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past.

(3) Embaodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, periokgion, or method of construction, or
represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values.

(4) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

In order to understand the historial importance of a resource, sufficient time must have passed to obtain a
scholarly perspective on the events or individuals associated with the resource. A resource less than 50 years old
may be considered for listing in the CRHR if it can be demonstratdwt sufficient time has passed to understand

its historical importance (see 14 CCR 4892][2]).

The CRHR protects cultural resources by requiring evaluations of the significance of prehistoric and historic
resources. The criteria for the CRHR are nearly identical to those for the NRHP, and properties listed or formally
designated as eligible for lishg in the NRHP are automatically listed in the CRHR, as are the state landmarks and
points of interest. The CRHR also includes properties designated under local ordinances or identified through local
historical resource surveys.

California Environmental Quality Act
Historical Resources

Underthe California Environmental Quality AGCEQA a project may have a significant effect on the environment

if it may cause Ga substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resoutc@California Public
Resources Code, Section 21084.1; 14 CCR 15064.5[b]). If a site is either listed or eligible for listing in the CRHR,
or if it is included in a local register of historal resources or identified as significant in a historical resources survey
(meeting the requirements of California Public Resources Code, Section 5024.1[q]), it @historical resourcedand

is presumed to be historically or culturally significant for purposes of CEQA (California Public Resources Code,
Section 21084.1; 14 CCR 15064.5[a]). The lead agency is not precluded from determining that a resource is a
historical resource even if itdoes not fall within this presumption (California Public Resources Code, Section
21084.1; 14 CCR 15064.5[a)).
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A Gsubstantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resouceeflecting a significant effect under
CEQA meanstphysical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate
surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaiied4 CCR
15064.5[b][1]; California Public Resources Code, Section 5020.1[q]). In turn, CEQA Guidelines, Section
15064.5(b)(2), states that the significance of an historical resource is materialijppaired when a project:

1. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of an
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or
eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of HistoaicResources; or

2. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that
account for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to section 5020.1(k)
of the Public Resources Code or its identification in an histoal resources survey meeting the
requirements of section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency
reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of evidence that the
resource is not historically or culturally gnificant; or

3. Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for
inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources as dehined by a lead agency for
purposes of CEQA.

Pursuant to these sections, the CEQA inquiry begins with evaluating whether a project site contains any historical
resources, then evaluates whether the project would cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource such thathe resourcds historical significance would be materially impaired.

Secretary of the Interio®s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties

Where a project has been determined to conform with thgecretary of the Interio® Standardsfor the Treatment

of Historic Properties (Standards)he projects impact on historical resources would be considered mitigated to
below a level of significance and, thus, not significant (14 CCR 15126.4[b][1]). In most cases, a project that
demonstrates conformance with the Standards is categorically exempt from CEQAEGCR 15331), as described

in the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15126.4[b][1]):

Where maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or reconstruction
of the historical resource will be conducted in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Inté@i@tandards

for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing
Historic Buildings (Weeks and Grimmer 1995), the proj@stimpact on the historical resource shall generally be
considered mitigated below a level of significancend thus is not significant.

The Standards are a series of concepts focused on maintaining, repairing, and replacing hisabricaterials, as
well as designing new additions or making alterations. They function as comnsamse historic preservation
principles that promote historic preservation best practices. There are four distinct approaches that may be applied
to the treatment of historical resources:

A Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing histaiianaterials and retention of a
property® form as it has evolved over time.

A Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to meet continuing or changing
uses while retaining the propert historic character.
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A Restoration depicts a property at a particular period of time in its history, while removing evidence of
other periods.

A Reconstruction recreates vanished or nesurviving portions of a property for interpretive purposes.

The choice of treatment depends on a variety of factors, including the propé&thistorical significance, physical
condition, proposed use, and intended interpretation. ThHeuidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and
Reconstructing Historic BuildingsQuidelineg provide general design and technical recommendations to assist in
applying the Standards to a specific property. Together, the Standards and Guidelines provide a framework that
guides important decisions concerning proposed changes & historic property.

The following 10 Standards for Rehabilitation are used to determine if a project is in conformance with the
Standards for a rehabilitation. To be in conformance, a project must be consistent with the histaticharacter

of the structure(s) and, where applicable, the district in which it is located. The following Standards are to be
applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and
technical feasibility:

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires minimal
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or
architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in
their own right shall be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a historic property shall be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old
in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, wheepossible, materials. Replacement
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If
such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectufahtures to protect
the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner
that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

D U D E K 12597.03 15

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

Local
County of Los Angeles Historic Preservation Ordinance

The County adopted the Historic Preservation Ordinanom September 1, 2015. The Historic Preservation
Ordinanceestablished criteria and procedures for the designation, preservation, and maintenance of landmarks
and historic districts within unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. Below, the applicable portions of the
Historic Preservation Ordinancare excerpted:

The purpose of the Historic Preservation Ordinance is to:

A. Enhance and preserve the Counly distinctive historic, architectural, and landscape
characteristics that are part of the Counfg cultural, social, economic, political, and
architectural history;

B. Foster community pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past as represented
by the Count historic resources;

C. Stabilize and improve property values in and around the Coutliistoric resources, and enhance
the aesthetic and visual character and environmental amenities of these historic resources;

D. Recognize the Count® historic resources as economic assets and encourage and promote the
adaptive reuse of these historic resources;

E. Further establish the County as a destination for tourists and as a desirable location for
businesses; and

F. Specify significance criteria and procedures for the designation of landmarks and historic
districts, and provide for the ongoing preservation and maintenance of these landmarks and
historic districts.

The Countyestablishedthe following criteria for the designation of Landmarks and Historic Districts (22.124.070).

A A structure, site, object, tree, landscape, or natural land feature may be designated as a
landmark if it is 50 years of age or older and satisfies one or more of the following criteria:

1. Iltis associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of the history of the nation, State, County, or community in which it is located;

2. It is associated with the lives of persons who are significant in the history of the nation,
State, County, or community in which it is located;

3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, architectural style, period, or method
of construction, or represents the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
work is of significance to the nation, State, County, or communitywhich it is located; or
possesses artistic values of significance to the nation, State, County, or community in
which it is located;

4. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, significant and important information regarding the
prehistory or history of the nation, State, County, or community in which it is located;

5. ltis listed, or has been formally determined eligible by the United States National Park
Service for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed, or has been
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formally determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing,
on the California Register of Historical Resources;

If it is a tree, it is one of the largest or oldest trees of the species located in the County; or

If it is a tree, landscape, or other natural land feature, it has historical significance due to
an association with a historic event, person, site, street, or structure, or because it is a
defining or significant outstanding feature of a neighborhood.

B. Property less than 50 years of age may be designated as a landmark if it meets one or more

C

of the criteria set forth in Subsection A, above, and exhibits exceptional importance.

The interior space of a property, or other space held open to the general public, including but
not limited to a lobby, may be designated as a landmark or included in the landmark

designation of a property if the space qualifies for designation as a landrk under Subsection

A or B, above.

Historic Districts. A geographic area, including a noncontiguous grouping of related
properties, may be designated as a historic district if all of the following requirements

are met;

1. More than 50 percent of owners in the proposed district consent to the designation;

2. The proposed district satisfies one or more of the criteria set forth in Subsections A.1

through A.5, above; and

The proposed district exhibits either a concentration of historic, scenic, or sites containing
common characterdefining features, which contribute to each other and are unified
aesthetically by plan, physical development, or architectural quality; or sipant
geographical patterns, associated with different eras of settlement and growth, particular
transportation modes, or distinctive examples of parks or community planning.

12597.03
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4 Historical Background

4.1 Ethnographic Background

Summary Statement

The South Bay Planning Area is located in Los Angeles County. In total, the County boundaries contain more than
4,000 square miles. The County is the ancestral territory of the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and Chumash Peoples.

The following section provides a brief overview of the Native American Period and groups in the South Bay Planning
Area. This section has been taken in part from AppendixdFCultural Background Context for the South Bay Area
Plani n D uDratroggam Environmental Impact Report (Draft PEIR) for the proposed Los Angeles County South
Bay Area PlanThere are no known built resources in the South Bay Planning Area dating from thecptenial
period (before 1769).

4.1.1 Native American Period (Pre -1769)

The history of the Native American communities prior to the mid00s largely relies on later missiogperiod and
early ethnographic accounts. The first records of the Native American inhabitants of the region come predominantly
from European merchants, misionaries, military personnel, and explorers. These brief, and generally peripheral,
accounts were prepared with the intent of furthering respective colonial and economic aims, often combined with
observations of the landscape. They were not intended to bebiased accounts regarding the cultural structures
and community practices of the newly encountered cultural groups. The establishment of the missions in the region
brought more extensive documentation of Native American communities, though these grodjosnot become the
focus of formal and indepth ethnographic study until the early twentieth century.

Based on ethnographic information, it is believed that at least 88 different languages were spoken from Baja
California Sur to the southern Oregon state border at the time of Spanish cont&dthe distribution of recorded
Native American languages has been dispersed as a geographic mosaic across California through six primary
language families®

People in theSouth Bayand vicinity have traditionally spoken Takic languages that may be assigned to the larger
UtodAztecan familyt© Languages of the broader region now called Los Angeles County include Tongva, Tataviam,
Kizh, Serrano, and Cahuilla (all Takic languages) but also include speakers of Chumash (which is completely
unrelated). Today, traditional speakers of these languageseamembers of multiple Tribes with ancestral territories

7 Lowell J. Bean and Florence C. Shipekuisefiopin Californig ed. Robert F. Haziewol. 8,Handbook ofNorth American Indians
ed. W.C. Sturtevant (Washington, D:Gmithsonian Institution, 1978), 550563; GeronimoBoscana,oChinigchinich A Historical
Account of the Origin, Customs, and Traditions of the Indians at the Missionary Establishment of St. Juan Capistrano, Alta
Californig i@ Life in California by Alfred RobinsorfNew York: Wiley & Putnam, 18462278341 ; Maynard JGeiger and Clement
Woodward MeighanAs the Padres Saw Them: California Indian Life and Customs as Reported by the Franciscan Missionaries,
181361815 / Historical Introduction, Notes, and Translation by Maynard Geigémthropological Commentary, Notes, and
Appendicesby Clement W. MeighafSanta Barbara, Caldrnia: Santa Barbara Mission Archive Library, 1976

8 John R. Johnson and Joseph G. Lorenz, o0Genetics, Linguistics,
California I ndian MiJownallfcCalibmia sad GrdatBasin Arithropology€ Blercéd 26, no. 1 (2006): 34.

9 \ctor Golla,dLinguistic Prehistoryd ~ California Prehistory: Colonization, Culture, and Complexigg. Terry L. Jones and Kathryn
A. Klar(New York: Altamira Press, 2007 71.

10 dLinguistic Prehistoryy .7 4
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that intersect the modern boundaries of Los Angeles County: Fenandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians,
Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council, Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians,
Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indian® Kizh Nation, San Fernando Band of Mission Indians, and Yuhaaviatam of
SanManuel Nation!

Gabrielino

The archaeological record indicates that thand comprising theSouth Bay Area Plan and vicinity was occupied by the
Tongva and Kizh. Surrounding cultural groups included the Chumash and Tataviam to the northwest, the Serrano and
Cabhuilla to the northeast, and the Juanefio and Luisefio to the southeast

The name 0Gabrielinodéd (also spelled o0Gabrielifodé and o
the Spanish from the San Gabriel Mission, which included people from the Gabrielino area proper as well as other
social groups!3 Therefore, in the posContact period, the name does not necessarily identify a specific ethnic or tribal

group. The names by which Native AmericansSouthern California identified themselves have, in some cases, been

lost. Many modern California Native Americans identify themselves as the Tongva, within which there are a number of
regionalbands* Though the names o0Tongvad or O0Gabrielinodé are
American groups in Los Angeles County and are recognized by the California Native American Heritage Commission,
there are groups within the region that selfientify differently, such as the Gabrielino Band of Mission Indian&izh

Nation’>I n order to be inclusive of the majority oiusédri bal
in this document16

Historic Setting

PostContact history for the State of California is generally divided into three periods: the Spanish Period (871621),
Mexican Period (18221848), and American Period (1848present). Although Spanish, Russian, and British explorers
visited the area for brief periods between 1539 and 1769, the Spanish Period in California begins with the
establishment in 1769 of a settlement at San Diego and the founding of Mission San Diego de Alcala, the first of 21
missions constructed between 1769 and 1823. Independere from Spain in 1821 marks the beginning of the
Mexican Period, and the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, ending the Mexiganerican War,
signals the beginning of the American Period when California became a territory of the UnitedeStédee Section
4.4.1, Agricultural Development, for additional information on the Rancho Era in the SBAP).

4.1.2 Spanish Period (1769 41821)

Spanish explorers made sailing expeditions along the coast of southern California between thebigDs and mid-
1700s. In search of the legendary Northwest Passage, Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo stopped in 1542 at predapt

11 dLinguistic Prehistoryg  &82.

12 Alfred JKroeber,Handbook of the Indians of CaliforniéNew York Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnolpgl925),
62006635; RaymondWhite, dLuisefio Social Organizatign &niversity of California Publications in American Archaeology and
Ethnology48 (1963): 916194.

13 Handbook of the Indians of Californiag6208635; Bean and ShipekgLuisefiop5503563.

14 Gerénimo Boscana and John P. Harringto®® New Original Version of Bosca@aHistorical Account of the San Juan Capistrano
Indians of SouthernCaliforniap Smithsonian Institution92, no. 4 (1934): 62.

15 Don Laylander, Early Ethnography of the Californias, 15381825 (Salinas, California: Coyote Press Archives of California
Prehistory 2000), 16214.

16 Boscanaand Harrington, A New Original Version of BoscaaHistorical Account of the San Juan Capistrano Indians of
SouthernCalifornia 6
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SanDiego Bay. With his crew, Cabrillo explored the shorelines of present Catalina Island as well as San Pedro and
Santa Monica Bays. Much of the present California and Oregon coastline was mapped and recorded during the next
halfcentury by Spanishnavaloffier Sebasti 8n Vizca2no. Vizca2znods crew
San Pedro and Santa Monica Bays, giving each location the names we use today. The Spanish crown laid claim to
California based on the surveys conducted by Cabrillo aviizcainot?

More than 200 years passed before Spain began the colonization and inland exploration of Alta California. The 1769
overl and expedition by Captain Gaspar de Portol 8 mar k:¢
after the King of Spaininstalled the Franciscan Order to direct religious and colonial matters in assigned territories of

the Americas. With a band of 64 soldiers, missionaries, Baja California Native Americans, and Mexican civilians,
Portola established the Presidio of San Diega fortified military outpost, as the first Spanish settlement in Alta
California. In July 1769, while Portola was exploring southern California, Franciscan Friar Junipero Serra founded
Mission San Diego de Alcala at Presidio Hill, the first of the 21ssions that would be established in Alta California by

the Spanish and the Franciscan Order between 1769 and 1823.

The Portola expedition first reached the presedy boundaries of Los Angeles in August 1769, thereby becoming the
first Europeans to visit the area. Friar Juan Cresp? r
AngelesdelaPorciitndua ¢ or o0Our Lady the Queen of the Angeles of
Serra returned to the valley to establish a Catholic mission, the Mission San Gabriel Arcangel, on September 8, 36771.

The arrival of Spanish explorers, soldiers, missionaries, and colonists in the late eighteenth century ushered in a new
era during which Native Americans were subjugated to Spanish ruléhis colonization often erasedhe Native

American populatio® s way of | ife, forcing them to work at the m
infrastructure. Thousands ofindigenous people died from European diseases brought by the Spanish during this
period. A collaborative document sponsored by the Caury of Los Angeles puts it Dblun

along the coast of Alta California, they enslaved Native peoples, forcing them to build and maintain the missions,
pueblos, and presidios for the Spanish settlers while enduring unspeakable abwehe hands of Spanish soldiers.

Local Tribes were forced to move from their villages and give up their languages and culture. Tribes were given new
names after the missions, which is r¥flected in the na

4.1.3 Mexican Period (1821 41846)

A major emphasis during the Spanish Period in California was the construction of missions and associated presidios
to colonizethe Native American populatioand force theminto Christianity and communal enterprise. Incentives were
also provided to bring settlers to pueblos or towns, but just three pueblos were established during the Spanish Period,
only two of which were successful and remain as California cities (San Josd &os Angeles). Several factors kept
growth within Alta California to a minimum, including the threat of foreign invasion, political dissatisfaction, and unrest
among the Indigenous population. After more than a decade of intermittent rebellion and waafddew Spain (Mexico
and the California territory) won independence from Spain in 1821. In 1822, the Mexican legislative body in California

17 Hubert HoweBancroft, History of California, Voluméll: 182561840 (San FranciscoA.L.Bancroft& Co, 1885); BlakeGumprecht,
The Los Angeles River: Itsife, Death, and Possible RebirtBaltimore, Maryland: TheJohns Hopkins UniversitiPress, 1999).

18 DouglasE. Kyle, Historic Spotsin California, 5th ed. (Stanford, California: Stanford UniversityPress, 2002).

9 Ashl ey Dobson, Tremayne Nez, and Desire® Martinez, oO0OWe Are S
Local Tribes, Prepared for the County of Los Angeles in collaboration with representatives from the Fernandefio TatavianoBand
Mission Indians, the Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians, the Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal
Council, the San Fernando Band of Mission Indians, and the San Manuel Band of mission Indians, Cogstone Project Number
5475, January2023.
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ended isolationist policies designed to protect the Spanish monopoly on trade, and decreed California ports open to
foreign merchants?0

Extensive land grants were established in the interior during the Mexican Period, in part to increase the population
inland from the more settled coastal areas where the Spanish had first concentrated their colonization efforts. The
secularization of the mm s si ons f ol l owing Mexicods independence fr ol
mission lands and the establishment of many additional ranchos.

During the supremacy of the ranchos (183#1848), landowners largely focused on the cattle industry and devoted

large tracts to grazing. Cattle hides became a primary Southern California export, providing a commodity to trade for
goods, and wealei fkooronwna absankGotes. 6 Rancheros often tra
whiskey, and other goods with American ships anchored off the coast in San Pedro. Hides from Los Angeles were sent

to factories in Boston where they were made into leathshoes, boots, and saddles. Tallow (rendered fat) was used

to make candles and soap, and rawhide served as a binq
the continued strength of the foreign market, in turn, drove an economy centered @nchos and gave increased
prominence to rancheros. 6 Beef did not become economic
demand for meat from settlers and miners skyrocketed.

The number of nomative inhabitants increased during this period with the influx of explorers, trappers, and ranchers
associated with the land grants. The rising California population contributed to the introduction and rise of diseases
foreign to the Nailve American population, who did not possess immunities to theth.

4.2 South Bay Planning Area and Communities Timeline

The following is a timeline of significant events that have affected the development and history offfenning Area
and the SBAREommunities. Each event is associated with a theme in this document, indicated in brackets.

1834: Secularization of the California missions and start of rancho land grants [Agricultural]

1845: Californiabecomesa U.S. territory [Agricultural]

1851: Congress passs the California Lands Act [Agricultural]

1856: Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent DePaul oesn eightbed hospital [Public and Private Health and Medicine]
1862: Homestead Act passe[Agricultural]

1869: Southern Pacific RailroadSouthern Pacificharrives in Los Angeles [Industrial]

1872: Formation of the Los Angeles City School District [Education]

1883: Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway agindustrial]

20 S. F. DallasThe Hide and Tallow Trade iAlta California 182201848, (Ph.D. diss.,Indiana UniversityBloomington, 1955).
21 The Hide and Tallow Trade iAlta California.
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1888: The County opesthe Los Angeles County Hospital and Poor Farm (later, Rancho Los Amidas)lic and
Private Health and Medicine]

1888: Los Angeles County Chamber of Commerisdounded [Agricultural]

1894: The firstLos Angeles Sheriff is electefCivic]

March 8, 1896: Establishment of the Wiseburn Unified School District [Education]

1901: Pacific Electric Railway (PERy or Red Cdm)ns [Industrial/Infrastructure and Public Transit

1903: Pacific Electric trolley line established from Los Angeles to Santa Monica and down the coast to
RedondoBeach [Infrastructure and Transit]

1905: Union Pacific Railroad opes[Industrial]

1905: San Pedro Vegetable Groweiifssociation founded [Agricultural]

1906: Lawndale Elementary School District is formed [Education]

1906: ThefirstYoung Mends Chr (YMGAin&as Anaes is formedtby Tdhvamas A. Greene [Civic]
1911: The Great Merger of 1911 between Pacific Electric and Southern Pacific [Industrial]

1912: The County Free Library Act passgCivic]

1912: The Lennox School District is forme@&Education]

1913: City of Los Angeles comples the first Los Angeles Aqueduct [Educatidigricultural]

1913: First California Alien Land Laws passed [Agricultu@ivil Rights and Social Justide

1914: Opening of the Panama Canal [Residential]

1915: Los AngelesCountyPublic Health Department appoirgtJohn Larabee Pomeroy as th€unty first health
officer [Public and Private Health and Medicine]

1920: Passage of a stricter Alien Land Law [Civil Rights and Social Justice]
1921: Two major oil discoveries in Signal Hill and Torrance [Industrial]
1922: Los Angeles Union Stockyards formed [Agricultural]

1924: The first fire protection district for the unincorporated areas of Los Angelereatedunder the responsibility
of the County Department of Forester and Fire Warden [Civic]

1925: San Pedro General Hospital (preseqay Providence Little Company of MaMedical Centerd San Pedro)
opens [Public and Private Health and Medicine]
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1926: Land of presentday Alondra Park seized through eminent domain, preventing the development of Gordon
Manor [Residential Development/Civil Rights and Social Justice]

October 1, 1928:Los Angeles Municipal Airport (renamed Los Angeles International Airport the next y&aehs at
Mines Field[Industrial]

1929: Openpit mining began at presenday site of South Coast Botanic Gardens in Westfield/Academy
Hills [Industrial]

1932: County library systenis renamed the Los Angeles County Public Library [Civic]
March 10, 1933: Long Beach Earthquake hitthe greater Los Angeles area [Commerciahd Educatior

1934: The Field Act is adopted by the State of California to update building codes tailored to upgrading seismic
stability [Education]

1934: The National Housing Act creatgthe Federal Housing Administration (FHA) [Residential]

May 6, 1935: President Franklin D. Roosevelt creasethe Works Progress Administration\WPA [Parks
and Recreation]

1935: The Chadwick School is founded by Margaret Lee ChadwiEHucation]
1935: The Sherifts School of Instruction is created [Civic]
1939: The Home Ownei@.oan CorporationHOLCEyreates a redlining map of Los Angeles [Residential]

1939: Northrop Feld opens to the north ofHawthorne Island (presentday Hawthorne Municipal Airpotlack
Northrop Field [Industrial]

1940: Northropmoves operations to theCityof Hawthorne and community of Hawthorne Island developed as tract
housing[Industrial/Residentiall

1940: Trolley lines to the South Bay terminated [Infrastructure and Transit]

1941: County Regional Planning Commission and the City Planning Department adopt the Los Angeles
Transportation Engineering Boafd plan calling for express highwaysthroughout Los AngelegCommercial
Infrastructure and Public Transjt

February 19, 1942 President Franklin D. Roosevelt issgdxecutive Order No. 9066 [Civil Rights and Social Justice]
1943: Del Amo synthetic rubber facility opens near West Carson [Industrial]

1943: Los Angeles Port of Embarkation Hospital (presettsly HarborUCLA Medical Center) established by the
United States Army [Public and Private Health and Medicine]

July 1944:The Department of Recreation and the Department of Parks mesg® form the County of Los Angeles
Department of Parks and Recreation [Parks arf@lecreation]

D U D E K 12597.03 24

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

1945; Beginning of postwar development of religious institutions in SBAP communities [Religion and Spirituality]

1946: County purchases the Los Angeles Port of Embarkation Hospital from the United States Army, opening it as
Harbor General Hospital the following year [Public and Private Health and Medicine]

1947: Office of Los Angeles County Engineer publisheéhe County Master Highway PlanCpmmercial
Development/nfrastructure and Transit]

1947: Montrose Chemical Corporation campus established west of West Carson [Industrial]

July 1947: El Camino College is established Alondra Park/El Camino VillaggEducation]

1948: In Shelley v. Kraemerthe Supreme Court rulgthat restrictive covenantscan no longer be enforced [Residential]
1949: TheWestfield singlefamily residential tract is developed in Westfield/Academy HilResidential]

March 1949: The Los Angeles CountBoard of Supervisors establishethe Consolidated Fire Protection District
(CFPD]Civic]

1951: The Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority (LAMTA) ®fimfrastructure and Transit]

1956: Presentday HarborUCLA Medical Center becomes associated with the University of California Los Angeles
(UCLAJPublic and Private Health and Medicine]

1952: Alondra Park/ElI Camino Village ElI Camino Manor developed by the Kauffman Construction
Corporation[Residential]

1954: Brown v. Board of Educatiopasses, establishing racial segregation in public schools as
unconstitutional [Education]

1959: The California Civil Rights Act is authored by Jesse Unruh [Residential]

1960s: Interstate 110 (-110) freeway expanded at eastern boundary of West Carson to connect the Port of
Los Angeles(POLA}o downtown Los Angeles [Infrastructure and Transit]

1961: Three separate entities of the Los Angeles City School District, Elementary School District, High School
District, and Junior Collegeare unified to becomelLos Angeles Unified School Distrit AUSID[Education]

1961: Last run between Los Angeles and Long Beach by Pacific Electric [Industrial]
1961 : South Coast Botanic Garden opens in Westfield/Academy Hills [Parks and Recreation]

November 1962 President Kennedy issug an Executive Order prohibiting racial discrimination in all housing that
receivesfederal aid [Residential]

196361964 : Interstate 405 (-405) freeway constructed through Del Aire Wiseburn and Lennox [Infrastructure
and Transit]
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1963: Rumford Act, which specifically prohilstracial discrimination by banks, real estate brokers, and mortgage
companiesis passed [Residential]

1963: Crawford v. Los Angeles City Board of Educatisfiled by the American Civil Liberties UniofEducation]

1965: FirstCinco de Mayo parade held in Lennox [Public Art, Music, and Cultural Celebrations]

August 11816, 1965: Watts Uprising [Civil Rights and Social Justice]

March 1968: EastLos AngelesBlowouts protesting the inequality in the public education system [Education]

1968: Civil Rights Acts signed by President Lyndon Johnson [Residential]

1968: Alpine Village is opened by Josef Bischof and Johaiiansd Rotter in West Carson [Commercial]

August 29, 1970: National Chicano Moratorium March [Civil Rights and Social Justice]

1972381973: The Academy Hills neighborhood is developed in Westfield/Academy Hills [Residential Development]

1979: Twentyfive students at Lennox High School stage walkout to protest discrimination against Latino students
[Civil Rights and Social Justice]

1980: Congress passs the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act [Industrial]
1986: The Universal, Wrightwood, and Dominguez distrieie dissolved and annexed to the CFPD [Civic]

1991: End of the Cold War and decline in the South Bayerospace industnfindustrial]

1992: Southern California Regional Rail Authoritgunds Metrolink [Infrastructure and Transit]

April 298May 4, 1992: Los Angeles Uprising [Civil Rights and Social Justice]

1993: The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authollite{ro) is founded [Infrastructure and Transit]

1993: Interstate 105 (F105) freeway constructed [Infrastructure and Transit]

1994: Del Amo Action CommitteEDAACEstablished in West Carson [Industrial]

1995:; Metro expandsthe C Line [Infrastructure and Transit]

1996: Buyout of houses on West 204th Streeih West Carsomegotiated between the DAAC the Environmental
Protection Agency{EPA) and ShellOil Companyamong other groups) to demolish homes that had a high level of
toxic insecticide dichlorediphenyHrichloroethane (DDT)n their yards[Industrial]

1997: Northropcloses its facility north of Hawthorne Island [Industrial]

2004: Board of Supervisors adopted the Countyds first
construction costs of new County capital projects to a Civic Art Special Fund for the creation of civic artworks [Public
Art, Music, and Cultural Celebtans]
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2010: Lennox Past, Presentand Future created at the Lennox Pool House [Public Art, Music, and
Cultural Celebrations]

2017: Los Angeles County Health Agency launchthe Center for Health Equity [Public and Private Health
and Medicine]

2018: Ground broken on Wishing Tree Park in West Carson [IndustfRérks and Recreatiof
2020: Alpine Village designated as Los Angeles County Historic Landnméok7 [Commercial]

June 2022: Green Zones Ordinance adopted by tHeos AngelesCounty Board of Supervisors to enhance public
health and land use compatibility [Publiand PrivateHealthand Medicine/Industrial]

November 2022: Los AngelesCounty Board of Supervisorgleclares oil extraction a nonconforming land
use [Industrial]

2023: Alpine Village closes [Commercial]

4.3 Historical Events and Impacts

There have beennumerous historical events and patterns of development thatave influenced the current
conditions within thePlanning AreaTable 1 presents a summary of the significant events and themes presented
in the Planning AreaTimeline and those presented throughout the historical background section of this
document. These events and themes were found to have lasting impacts on the SBAP communities and their
built environment. Detailed discussions of these events and themes are also presedtthroughout the
document. While events such as the Watts Uprising (1965), the East Los Angeles Blowouts (1968), the Chicano
Moratorium March (1970), the Los Angeles Uprising (1992and civil rights movements and organizations such

as the ChicanoMovement, Black Panthers, and the Brown Berets have played pivotal rolde County®
development, research has not identified these events or movements as playing substantial visible sakethe

built environment of the SBAB communities. As a result, they are not included in the below table but are
discussed inSection4.4.9, Civil Rights and Social Justice.
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Table 1. Significant Events/Patterns of Development and Current Issues/Lasting Impacts/Lasting Effects

Significant Events andPatterns of
Development Current Issues/Lasting Impacts/Lasting Effects

March 10, 1933: Long Beach Earthquake Construction of LowRise Schools Lacking Ornamentation
A Pre-1933 oil overdrilling New Construction Using Modern Materials and Architectural Styles
A 1933 California Field Act ThePlanning Ared building stock changed after the 1933 Long Beach Earthquakehich
A 1934 Federal New Deal Loan Program destroyed few buildings within thé’lanning Areabut had longterm effects on what future

buildings would look like in the developing communitie¥he earthquake, worsened by over
drilling the Los Angeles oil deposits, was the deadliest seismic event in Southern California
history, killing 120 people. After the earthquake, the State of California adopted the Field Act,
which mandated earthquakeesistant construction specifi@ally for schools. After 1933, school
designs reflected these standards and were constructed as o two-story buildings that
lacked ornament. An additional influence on the rebuilding that took place in the aftermath of
the 1933 earthquake was the federal New Deal program of loan guarantees. This financing le
to the construction of many commercialad residential properties using modern materials and
architectural styles.

1930s81940s: Discriminatory Housing Practices Segregation
A Redlining Disinvestment in Area _
Loss of Tax Revenue and Funding

A Restrictivehousing covenants

A 1948 Supreme CourtShelley v. Kraemesstruck | Discriminatory housing practices, specifically the creation of redlining magsd restrictive

down racially restrictive housing covenants housing covenants, resulted in longerm inequality in theSBAPcommunities and are recognized
as sources of the systemic racism that impacts th8BAPcommunities to the present dayThe
communities of La Rambla, Alondra Park/El Camino Village, Del Aikgseburn, and Lennox
were graded asBlue (B),Yellow(C), orRed (D) by the HOLCThe legacy of the redlining practice
is reflected inlongterm disinvestment in nany of the SBAP communitiesvith some
communities still showing that disinvestment into the presenRestrictive housing covenants
resulted in disinvestment in multiple SBAP communitieand despite the passing oShelley v.
Kraemer,communities were reluctant to integrate neighborhoods. These practices resulted in
disinvestmentin some areasand investment inother areas such as Del Aire (Wiseburn was
redlined) and WestfieldAcademy Hills which display residential neighborhoods with larger
homes, bigger lots, and more street trees.
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Table 1. Significant Events/Patterns of Development and Current Issues/Lasting Impacts/Lasting Effects

Significant Events andPatterns of
Development Current Issues/Lasting Impacts/Lasting Effects

February 19, 1942; Japanese Internment/ Initial Depopulation of Japanese Americans
Executive Order No. 9066 Decline of Agriculture

Postwar Community Rebuilding

After the issuance of Executive Order No. 9066, the homes once occupied by Japanese
Americans withinthe South Bay were forcibly vacated when their residents were sent to
internment camps. Japanese Americanshoworked as agricultural laborers in thélanning
Areaoverwhelmingly lost their propertyincluding their farms. After World War 1l ended and
Japanese Americans were permitted to return to their respective citi¢isey often found that
their residences and businesses were occupied and they could not return horkarmlandthat
was cultivated by Japanese and Japanese American residents had often beelu or
redeveloped.Many Japanese and Japanese Americans did not return to their homes and
businesses in the $uth Bay, resulting in alecline in agricultual output in the region.Today,
however, the South Bay has the highest percentage of Japanese and Japanese Americans in
Angeles County.

1940381990s: Environmentallssues SuperfundSites

Health issues

Air and noise pllution

Loss ofResidences andFarmland

A Expansion of LAX

A Industrial development
A Freeway construction
Industrial development surrounding thé’lanning Aregproliferated rapidlyduring and after World
War 1l, including theestablishment of presentday Superfundsites in Del Amo and Montrosge
adjacent to West CarsonThe aviation and aerospace industries flourished in the registarting
in the 1930s, providing both jobs and economic opportunity for the region but also contributinc
to the area® pollution, industrialization, and suburbanizationLAX also expandeth this period,
first to accommodate war usage and lateio accommodateincreased pedestrian and air freight
traffic. The1960s saw the development of the405 and I-110 freeways which were expanded
in subsequent decadesresulting in the demolition of existing singlamily residences within the
SBAP, especiallin Del Aire Wiseburn and Lennox. Thell05 freeway was constructed in the
1990s. These factors coalesced to create substantial air, noise, and groundwater pollution for
many communities within thePlanning Arearesulting inongoingand pervasive health and
environmental consequencegor SBAP communities

Notes:SBAP =South Bay Area PlgrHOLC Ho me Owner s 8 L pLaAX-=LoS Anggledntemational Airport;  Interstate.
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4.4 Community -Specific Historical Backgrounds

Eight unincorporated communities are encompassed by the Planning Arethat was established as part of the
LosAngeles County General Plan in 2015. The boundaries for theSBAP communitieglo not follow the lines of
distinct historic communities. Many adjacent communities were shaped by the same histatidevelopment
patterns, events, and people.

4.4.1 Alondra Park/El Camino Village Community

Alondra Parkel Camino Villageis an unincorporated community located in the South Bay region of Los Angeles
County. Alondra ParEl Camino Villageencompasses 1.14 square miles and as of 2020 has 8,569esidents.
Alondra ParkEl Camino Villagé& residential demographics includeLatino @9.5%), Caucasian 20.6%), Asian
(17.7%),AfricanrAmerican(11.9%), Indigenous People(30%) and Pacific Islander (0.20%)? The community is
roughly kiteshaped and is bounded by Prairidvenue to the west, Redondo Beach Boulevard to the south, and
Crenshaw Boulevard to the west. Alondra PdiBk Camino Villagéhas an irregular nortlern boundary that stairsteps
between Marine Avenue to the south, Crenshaw Boulevard to the east, and West Rosecrans Avenue to the#orth.
Alondra ParkEl Camino Villagé& boundaries predominantly align with city street&\llondra Park/El Camino Village

is bordered by the cities of Hawthorne to the north, Gardena to the easgrranceto the south,Redond Beach to
the southwest, and Manhattan Beach to the wes{Figure3).

The built environment of Alondra Pafkl Camino Villageis dominated by singlefamily one-story tract housing
constructed during the 1950sand 1960s and the 53-acre Alondra Community Regional Park. Crenshaw Boulevard,
on the community® eastern boundary, is a large nortBsouth commercial corridoy although only the east side of
the street is located within the boundaries of Alondra Park/El Camino Villagehe communityalso includesthe
Dominguez Channel, EI Camino College, and Bodger Park. Institutigralperties include EI Camino College,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Elementary Schoahd Mark Twain Elementary Schoét. There are nocivic, industrial,

or medical facilities within the boundaries of the Alondra PadBd Camino Villagecommunity.

22 Los Angeles County Department of Public Work§&ommunity Profilesk District Maps CatalogAlondra Pak/El CaminoVillaged
2021, https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f6e41347adf541f8a77cc6f3ae979df9 .; Los Angeles Department of City
Planning,dAlondra Parkj Los Angeles TimesDecember 30, 2021.

23 Los Angeles Department of City PlanningAlondra Parkd

24 QAlondra Community Regional Pakl.os Angeles County Parks and Recreation, accessed July 2023, https://
parks.lacounty.gov/alondracommunityregionatpark/; dBodger Park)Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation, accessed July
2023, https://parks.lacounty.gov/bodger-park/; Los Angeles Department of City PlanningAlondra Parkd
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General History of theAlondra ParkEl Camino VillageCommunity

Prior to the 1880s, the Alondra Parkl Camino Villagecommunity was located within public land prone to
cyclical flooding from a natural slough. The land was divided into large, agricultural parcels in the late
nineteenth century and remained sparsely developed into the midientieth century. In the 1920s,African
Americanreal estate developers purchased the southern portion of theommunity, but after protests from
Caucasian citizens, the Los AngeleSountyBoard of Supervisors seized the land. For the next two decades,
the northern portion ofthe communityremained agricultural while the south stayed largely vacant.

Development increased after World War Il. In the late 1940s, Alondra Park and EI Camino College formally
opened. After a significant flooding event in the early 1950s, the County channelized the natural slough to
create the Dominguez Channel, reclaim flooded lands, and open the area to increased residential
development. Real estate developers purchased the northern paf the community, subdivided the land, and
established a suburban neighborhood calle&l Camino Manor. The community grew steadily in tlad twentieth
century as an unincorporated Census Designated Pla¢eDP) By the early 1990s,0pinions ofthe community®
residents were divided on the consistency of the Coutyservices and opposing campaigns were mounted over
whether to be annexed into the City of Gardena. The annexation vote failed. In the early twigrstycentury, the
Alondra ParkEl Camino Villagecommunity has remained divided into three distinct functions: residential,
recreational, and municipal (education facilities)As 0f2020, the Alondra Parkel Camino Villagecommunity has
approximately8,600 residents25

Alondra ParKEl Camino Villagé Development History

During the Spanish, Mexican, andarly Americareras (circa 184801880) Alondra ParkEl Camino Villagevas
located within public land bounéd by Rancho Sausal Redondo to the west and RancharSPedro to the south.

A natural slough known today as the Dominguez Channel bisected the area, makingdbeculturally richland
inhospitable to early settlers.Despite the flood risk, farmer W.F. Summers purchased land at the present
location of Alondra Park and EI Camino College by 1888. In an 1896 topographic map, the community is a
sparsely devebped rural area north of the Redondo Railroad. While the northern portion of the community
remained rural with agricultural properties until the mietwentieth century, Wilber Clarence Gordon, a medical
physician, real estate developer, and civiights activist, purchased Summer§property in 192526 By March
1926, Gordon announced that he had sold more tha®200,000 worth of propertyin the newly established Gordon
Manor, an upper and middleclass subdivision forAfricanAmericanresidents. Although Gordon Manor gained
interest from AfricanAmerican citizens, the subdevelopment also gained negative attention from Caucasian
residents, community leaders, and politician®.

After Caucasian residents and real estate developers lobbied against the developmehe Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors voted on Mayr8 and May 4h of 1926 to seizethe land by invoking the Acquisition and
Improvement Act.The Act allowed California authorities to acquire properthrough eminent domain and/or
condemnation to purportedly facilitate community development and public works project8 Before the end of

25 Los Angeles County Department of Public WarkEommunity Profiles and District Maps Catalog: Alondra PakEmino Colleged

26 grongva (Gabrielendmap],6 Native Land DigitalMapbox accessed July 21, 2023, https://nativeland.ca/; Henry Handcock,
oOriginal Survey of California, San Bernardino Range, Township 003.0S, 14.0W [ndaghle not given, San Francisco,
California: U.S. Surveyor Gener al oHall cOdmiptoncetail IrAgattom Map [mapd17 , 1868
42,240, Sacramento, California: California Department of Engineering, 1888; Alison Rose Jeffer@digndra Park, EI Camino
Coll ege Replaced a Planned Luxur y,®BdlyaBreezeMayR,@gd2hor hood call ed

27 Jefferson,dA|l ondra Par k, El Camino College Replaced a PRildéanned Luxui
28 Jefferson,AlondraPark, ECami no Col |l ege Repl aced a Planned Lux@udy Bl ack Ne
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1926, plans for the proposed Gordon Manor had been replaced with blueprints for an Alondra Park recreation area,
which would feature a 200acre greenspace, lake, playground, and golf course.

Alondra Park was named in honor of the ar@&Spanish and Mexican history and translates @wrark of the Larkd
Initially, proponents of the park rejoiceduntil they were informed that per the Acquisition and Improvement Act,
residents of the acquisition district were responsible for the cost of the desired improvements. Residents of the
Alondra Park assessment district protested and succeeded in stallifgetdevelopment of the recreation area for
several years leavingthe land vacant. The County was un#ébto recover its bondas, under provisions of the act,
the land could not be developed with anything other than a public improvement project. In 1929, an estimated 125
to 200 people attended an assessmentistrict-wide meeting on whether to carry out the proposed improvements.
A total of 102 people voted to forgo the improvementswo residents voted to continue with Alondra Park as
planned, and the remainder of the voting pool abstainedlhe communities paused incorporation efforts in 1923
when the Los Ageles County Junior Chamber of Commerce approved the general funds to be used for the
development of Alondra Park?

The federal government and the County continued construction on the park during Great Depresgi®f901939),
employing WPA laborers to plant trees, dig an artificial lake and pool, build a golf course, and construct a picnic
area. The citizens of the Alondra Park Assessment District, however, were still required to pay the taxes on the
original requisition of the land. By 1938, the residents of Torrance, Redondo Beach, and Gardena allowed the debt
to become delinquent in order to frce the County to take liimate ownership of Alondra Parkn 1940, the

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors approved refinancing the district to ease the tax burden on area residents
but did not take ownership of the property?

Alondra Parkel Camino Villagegrewrapidly in the postWorld War Il era. In 1946, the Alondra Park Recreation Area
formally opened and the planning committees from Centinela Valley, Redondo, Inglewood, and El Segundo
approved the creation of a junior college to benefit 533,000 residents of the Inglewo8duth Bay areg Exhibit 1)

The parcel adjacent to the east side of Alondra Park was chosen, &ldCamino Collegepened to students a year
later. The first classroom buildings included surplus World War Il barracks. The first permanent building, the
Workshop, was constructed in 19491

29 QOriginally PBOPB and the Mattoon AcfiAnother Side of HistoryJuly 26, 2016, http://thewebsters.us/2016/07/26/pacific -
beach-and-the-mattoon-act/ .; 6The HollywooePalos Verdes Parkwag San Pedro Daily Pilotjune 5, 1926, 4;00il Firms Eye
Alondra Park, May Seek Slant Drilling OdfNews Pilot,September 2, 1944, 2; dGardena Notes) The Long Beach Suniarch
11, 1929, 12; dAlondra Park Work to StarLos Angeles TimesJanuary 31, 1932, 14.

30 QAdmirable ParkyLos Angeles TimesMarch 12, 1933, 16; dMontenadLos Angeles TimesJanuary 2, 1936, 118;0Tolson to
Preside at Tax Meeting,NewsPilot, Sepember 28, 1938, 8; tAlondra Park Row Finally Settled With Refinancia®aily News,
May 20, 1995, 27.

31 Jefferson Al ondra Par k, El Camino College Replaced a PRil@&EGammal Luxur
College,6Sharing Our History,2024, https://www.elcamino.edu/about/history.aspx/.
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Exhibit 1.Aerial photograph of EI Camino College and the surrounding community (undated)

Source:Herald Examiner Collection/Los Angeles Public Library

In 1952, the Dominguez Channel flooded after several days of continuous raforcing residents of Alondra
ParklEl Camino Village Gardena, and Torrance to evacuate. Los Angeles County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn
surveyed the channel; which included a patchwork of concrete embankments and bouklieed ditches. Hahn
formulated a plan to construct one continuous 15.7mile channel equippedwith multiple feeder tunnels and
culverts to collect rainwater runoff. Once the project was completed in 1967, the channelized slough began at
116th Street in Hawthorne and traveled along Hawthori@ city limits before passing beneath a parking garage
at H Camino College. The channel bisects the Alondra PdkCamino Village communitgand continuesthrough

the cities of Gardena, Carson, and Wilmington before emptying into the East Basin of B@LA While the
channelized slough provided flood control and protected the regi@nestablished infrastructure, it also opened
new land for developmeng2

As Dominguez Channel was under construction, Milton Kauffman, owner of the Kauffman Construction Corporation,
purchased large tracts of agricultural land ithe South Bay and established large residential subdivisions. Between
1948 and 1952, Kauffman developed over 4,000 residences in Downey, Norwalk, Bellflower, and Gardena. In the
early 1950s, Kaufman developed Torrancarea communities, including EI Camindanor (included within the
Alondra Parkel Camino Village communify Southchester Gardens, Campus Manor, Southwest Park, and
Southwest Knolls. El Camino Man@r original marketing materials, published in 1952, promoted the subdivisién

32 Sam Gnerre0South Bay History: Dominguez Channel Changed the Face of a Large Swath of the South Bay/Harbot Beely,
Breeze Nowember8, 2021.
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original 318 Ranchstyle tract residences with attached garages anits proximity to Alondra Park and EI Camino
College. Kauffman Construction Corporation also developed Bodger Park, named for the John Bodger and Son seed
company thathad formerly owned an agricultural parcel in the northwest quadrant of the community, and the El
Camino College Library. By the time Kauffman died in 1956, he had been responsible for the construction of over
20,000 residences in the Los Angeles area, most ¢fiem in the SouthBay.After his death, the Irvine Company
purchased El Camino Manor and renamedadthe Village at EI Caminito align with its uniform subdivision branding

and continuedto developresidences. Residential development and population growth continued into the 1960s
and a commercial development was established in the northwest corner of ttemmunity. By the late 1970s, the
residential community had become densely populatednd the area® one commercial complex had grown into a
strip mall.33

By the early 1990s, Alondra ParEl Camino Villagehad become densely populatedand several thousand homes

had been constructed. The community struggled to develop a distinct identity and was interchangeably referred to
as the Village at EI Camino, El Camino Village, Alondra Park, western Gardena, and north Torrance. Discontented
with its unincorporated status and perceived lack of attention from the County, the southeastern quadrant of the
neighborhood rallied for annexation into the City of Gardenehe west half of the community lobbied to stay an
unincorporated area and, in 1993, received permission to formally name the neighborhood EI Camino Village.
Los Angeles County Supervisor Yvonne Burke and te5.Postal Service recognized El Camino Village and in 1995,

the name was used in the annualhomas Guideand in area maps. When an annexation vote was taken, annexation
failed to garner enough votes. The Alondra Pdk Camino Village communityemains an unincorporatedCDP.34

33 Sam GnerredSouth Bay History: Meet Milton Kauffman, Whose Company Build Thousands of Houses in Tor@Dedy
Breeze Sepember17,2018.;00r i gi nal Mar keti ng PadE eanno Yillage NéwRdcessedJduly no Manor
2023, https://www.elcaminovillagenews.org/history; National Environmental Title Researa#londra Park [aerial photos and
topography maps}p Historic Aerials and Topography Maps Courtesy of NETR Online, 1965,
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.
34 Deborah Schochgislands Unto Themselves,Los Angeles TimesOcbber 27, 1994, 1923194 .; ¢El Camino Village) NewsPilot,
May 20, 1995, 51.;
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4.4.2 Del Aire and Wiseburn Communit ies

Presently, Del Aire and Wiseburn are their own distinct communitidfowever, their development patterns and
histories overlap due to their geographic proximity. This section presents both communifi@situal histories, while
identifying specific historic events, buildings, people, and groups that helped shape the individual communities of
Del Aire and Wiseburn. The developmental differences between the two were in large part the result of the
construction of the 1405 freewayin 1963, which resulted in thedemolition of dozens of residential propertieand

the formal separation of Del Aire and Wiseburn.

Del Aireand Wiseburnare unincorporated CDR located in the Planning Area. Located approximately 16 miles
southwest of downtown Los Angeles, theommunities encompass an area of aboutl square mile and hae a
population of 10060 people.Residents inDel Aireand Wiseburnselfidentify asLatino @7.5%) Caucasian 84.9%)
Asian (11.3%), AfricanAmerican (4.8%), Pacific Islander(1.2%), and Indigenous Peopleq0.1%).35 Residential
property types in Del Aireand Wiseburn are singldamily and multifamily, primarily designed in the Minimal
Traditional, Ranch, and Contemporary architectural styles. Public parks, religious properties, and schools, including
Del Aire Park, Ocean Gate Southern Baptist, and Del Airent#atary School(formerlyJuan De Anza Elementary
Schoo) serve as informal community gathering hubs.

DelArds community boundaries are roughly West 116th Stre
the 1405 freeway to the east; and Aviation Boulevard to the weStiseburr community boundaries are roughWest

El Segundo Boulevard to the north; Rosecrans Avenue to the south; South Inglewood Avenue to the east:4&ad |

freeway to the west.The communites are composed of two roughly rectanguleshaped areas divided by East El
Segundo Boulevard running east to west and thed05 freeway running north to south. The northern section is
distinguished as Del Aire, while the southern section is Wiseburn. Surrounding Del &g Wiseburn to the north is

the Los Angeles, Hawthorne to the east and south, and El Segundo to the west. Major highways and thoroughfares

that either bind or bisect Del Airand Wiseburn are the 405 freeway, East El Segundo Boulevard, North Aviation
Boulevard, South Inglewood Avenue, La Cienega Boulevard, West 135th Street, and West 120th Street. Located just
outside the northwestcornerof Del Aireis the Metro CLine Aviation/LAX station(Figure4).

35 Los Angeles County Department of Public Work§&ommunity Profiles and District Maps Cataldy
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GeneralHistory of the Del Aireand Wiseburn Communites

The communites of Del Aireand Wiseburnare located within a former Mexican land grant known as Rancho Sausal
Redondo. Theintroduction of rail lines and the construction of the Burwell Station in 1888 brought reliable
transportation to the areaas well asthe ability to transport hay and grain. The commurgs remained relatively
undeveloped aside from smaller farmsteads into the 1920s. In 1930, the Wiseburn Santa Railway (Santa Fe)
station was demolished and replaced with the Los Angeles Airport ahks Field, also known aslLairportband later
renamed the Los Angeles International Airport, drAX. The new airport brought a massive amount of aerospace
jobs and private companies to the area. By the early 1950bpth communitieswere entirely developed primarily
with singlefamily residential tracts intended to house aerospace workers. With the increase in residences came
new schools, parks, and libraries. Despite protest from residents and citizen groups, between 1962 and 1963 the
Division of Highway®xtended the 405 freewayto run between Del Aire and Wisebutmesultingin the demolition

of dozens of residential properties. During the 1980s and into the 1990s, the once dominant aerospace industry
slowed although it stilled employeda large workforce. To provide public transportation for those workeMetro
expanded its network by establishing the C Lirflormerly the Green Linejust north of the community. In 2000, the
northwest cornerof Del Airewas developed with the Los Angeles County Airport Courthouse, wigdtill in use. As

of the 2020s, the community makeup is predominantly Latino and Caucasian. Small businesses continue to
operate throughout the community, but it remains primarily residential.

Del Aireand Wiseburn Community Development History

The area that would becom@®el Aire andWiseburnfell within an area of the former Rancho Sausal Redondo that
became public land as a result of a land dispute cassettled by the United States General Land Offidenown as

the Rancho Sausal Redondo Decision. This land wagentuallysubdivided for agricultural purposes. Farms ranged

in size from 40 to several hundred acres. Among the agricultural commadities they produced were sweet potatoes,
grain, barley, and corn. Grape vineyards and eucalyptus grovesffrewood were also commogé

Del Aireand Wiseburrs formal establishment began with the introduction of rail lines and the construction of an
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad depot in 1888, near the intersection of West ttP8treet and Aviation
Boulevard (along the western boundary of Del Aire). Originally, the station was called Burwell Station and was part
of the Santa F& Redondo Beach Branch Railway, which ran from Redondo Beach to El Seg@ndbe railway was
used to transport hay and grain. By the 1890s, a prominent farmer named K.D. Wise, also known as Doc, was using
the area around the station folhorse breedingand racing. The area was known as Wise Ranch. The train stafon
name changed from Burwell to Wiseburithe origin of this name is not completely known but it is thought to be a
combination of Wise and Burwell. Wise had spent $25,000 on improvements to the land, including the construction
of stables, warehouses, and a threguarter-miledong racetrack3s

Throughout the 1890s,development in the areacontinued, with the establishment of a post office in 1891 and the
start of a small school for farmer8children in the area3® The WiseburnSchool District was established in 1896
and classes were held in the Santa Fe train depot. After the passing of a $2,130 bond issue in 1897, the first official

36 County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and RecreatiBlorenceFirestone Community Parks and Recreation Pla@ctober 2010, 6.

37 Bob JensonpA History of Wiseburn School Distriétdawthorne Historical Societyaccessed July 8, 2023,
https://hawthornehistoricalsociety.org/ahistory-of-wiseburnschookdistrict/.

38 oMlany ImprovementsjLos Angeles HeraldMarch 23, 1891, 5.

39 QgPostal Mattersp The RecordUnion, May 3, 1891, 8.
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schoolhouse was constructed at the intersection of West 185 Street and South Aviation Boulevard (approximately
half a milefrom Wi s e b wastaré tsrder). The first class totaled 13 students.

Topographic maps of the commuties display very little change from 1896 through 1916! By the turn of the
twentieth century, K.D. Wise had sold hi&/iseburnarealand to Joseph H. Bohon. In 1914, the McCarthy Company,

a real estate firm, purchased the 48eacre Wise Ranch from Bohon for $425,000. The McCarthy Company intended
to subdivide the land into smafthcre farms to meet the growing demand for space due to the thg@opular BBack

to the Soild movement. The movement encouraged lowaand middleclass city residents to purchase farmland to
grow their own produce and generate family wealth.The development was hamed Southland Acresith villa lots,
home lots, and business lots solés quarter acres, half acres, and onecre for upward of $1,350per acre43 The
McCarthy Company became the Southland Home Company and continued to advertise the sale of these lots into
the early 1920s.

In 1922, the Sante Fe Railroad was granted permission by the Interstate Commerce Commission to consfriict
miles of railroad extending from Wiseburn on the Redondo Beach line to San Pedro. For the first time, the Santa Fe
would become directly connected with the inner and outer Long Beach Harbor. Beetion of the railroad at
Wiseburn during this period was used for service orftyln 1927, a voteby membess of the publicwas held to annex

the Wiseburn addition intathe Gity of Los Angeles, which passed 12 votes to 7. Withihree years the legality of

the Wiseburn addition annexation between Los Angeles and Hawthorne (to the east of the present community) was
challenged and carried to theCalifornia Supreme Court> As a resulf Del Aire and Wiseburn remained
unincorporated. By 1930, topographic maps show the development of the Pacific Ele@riel Segundo Line, which

ran from the Standard Oil Refinery in El Segundo to Downtown Los Angeles. There waa stop in Del Aireor
Wiseburn, but the routebecamethe dividing line between théwo communitiescommunity® northern and southern
ends.Maps and aerial photographslso display the increase in formalized roads in the southern section@él Aire

with main throughfares including Ballona Avenue, La Cienega Boulevard, and South Inglewood Avénue.

In 1930, the Wiseburn Santa Feailroad station was demolished and replaced with the Los Angeles Airport at Mines
Field. The area become the shipping center for the reg®nindustries, including CurtisaVright Flying Service
Nicholas Beasly Company, Pacifférmotive Corporation, California Aerial Transport Company, Pickwick Corporation,
and the Moreland Aircraft Company’. The communitys workforce became increasingly depermaht on the
aerospace industry. With thgrowth of aviation in the area came an increase in residential tract development, the
first being Wiseburn Parkin Del Aire located east of North Aviation Boulevard and north &ast EI Segundo
Boulevard, adjacent to LAX plane manufacturing plants and airport. The residences were described as modern,
artistic, fiveroom homes onlots measuring66 feet by 135 feet and sold for under $3,000. They also advertised
cadequate protective restrictionsyimplying that that homes were only available for purchasg ICaucasian people.
Additionally, the homes were also advertised as qualifying for Federal Housing Authority (FHA) mortdgages.

40 Jenson,@A History of Wiseburn School Distriét.

41 National Environmental Title ResearchpDel Aireand Wiseburn [aerial photos and topography mapsg]Historic Aerials and
Topography Maps Courtesy of NETR On|it89631910, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

42 dSmall Farm Land Deal, $425,000, Closed Tod#&l,.o0s Angeles Evening Expresslovember21, 1914, 11.

43 gFor Saled Suburban PropertygLos Angeles TimesNowember 26, 1914, 15.

44 ORailroad Company Gets Permission to Operate Line HéfdewsPilot, June 15, 1922, 1.

45 oHawthorne Petition FilediLos Angeles Evening ExpresMay 28, 1930, 11.

46 National Environmental Title ResearcliPel Aireand Wiseburn [aerial photos and topography maps]

47 dWiseburn Soon Will be Lairport Statiodl.os Angeles TimesJaruary 7, 1930, 26.

48 gUnder $3,000,6Los Angeles TimesJune 7, 1936, 37.

D U D E K 12597.03 42

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

Development continued to increasahroughout the 1940s, and for the first time in newspapersthe communities
were called Del Aire as well as Wiseburn. Del Aire is Spanish &&f the Airg possibly named for the increasing
presence of the aviation industry in the area. Additional residential tracts included the Hawthorne Tract. The Del
Aire Improvement Association Inc. was established in the mi840s and worked toward community improvements
including street safety, park construction, community advocacgnd school construction. During this period,
Wiseburn underwent multiple attemptsat annexation, including theCty of Hawthornés failed 1944 attempt to
annex the whole Wiseburn are&®

In May 1946, the County created a land use classification map of Del Aaed Wiseburn, which displayed most

of the community as singl€amily residences surrounded by agricultural use to the west and south. Commercial
properties such as garages, doctofmffices, cafes, markets, laundromats, machine shops, and storage facilities
were restricted to South Inglewood Avenue, Rosecrans Avenue, El Segundo Boulevard, and Aviation Boufévard.
The map also displayed the construction of an elementary school at the southwest corner of West 120th Street
and La Cienega Boulevard (then named Anza Avenue). Hewenacre tract was purchased by the Wiseburn
School District due to the influx of defense worker families to the area. The registration of students in the
Wiseburn ElementarySchool District increased from 170 to 500 between 1941 and 1944351 A school named
Juan De Anza Elementary School opened on October 31, 1946. According to the 1952 topographic map, oil tanks,
wells, and sumps used to collect undesirable liquids were located just south of the commudtgouthern
boundary. They were likely connected to the Standard Oil Company Reservoirs located within the current
boundaries of the cities of EI Segundo and Manhattan BeacP? By this time the Del Aire and Wiseburn
communitieshad been completely developed.

In 1955, Supervisor Kenneth Hahn opened library at 11936 Aviation Boulevardlocated in Del Aire}o be used
by residents53 With the increase of residential development, Del Aiesd Wiseburn vere in need of a community
park and an additional school. In 1956, the Jose Sepulveda Schoobhmonly known as Wiseburn Unified School
District Del Aire Sitg located at 12501 South Isis Avenuen Del Aire opened to the public(Exhibit2). In 1958,
architect James H. Garrott was hired to prepare plans and specificatsdior three County parks includingthe Del
Aire Community Park located at 12601 South Isis Aven&t Garrot was a prominentAfricanrAmericanarchitect
working in the Los Angeles area in the midventieth century. The park was developed to serve the communities of
Del Aire Wiseburn, Lennox, and Lawndafe.By 1960, the park included arecreationbuilding witha meeting room,
craft rooms; offices, restroom, and arcadet

49 Jenson,0A History of Wiseburn School Distriét.

50  Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commissidbel Aire. Land Use Classification. Distrilib. 2 section 3W [map]$1:1350,
Los Angeles: County of Los Angeles, 1946.

51 AWiseburn School Site Purchasedl.os Angeles TimesJune 13, 1944, 14.

52 National Environmental Title ResearcliDel Aireand Wiseburn [aerial photos and topography maps]

53 oCounty Library for WiseburdRedondo ReflexSepgember 9, 1955, 1.

54 oContracts Voted for Parks WorkYan Nuys News and Valley Green She€elruary 13, 1958, 90.

55  gFirst Phase of Park Job to Take 3 Montltd,os Angeles TimesNowember2, 1958, 169.

56 dDel Aire ParkBuilding SlateddLos Angeles Timesjuly 10, 1960, 165.
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Exhibit 2.Current view of the Da Vinci Connect school (originally Jose Sepulveda School)

Source:Dudek, August 2023, IMG_3354.

To the direct west of the communigs, the Los Angeles Air Force Statiomas beginning development after thé).S.

Air Force consolidated its Space Systems Division and the Research and Development Center of The Aerospace
Corporation. By 1964, théJ.S.Air Forcehad opened theLos Angeles Air Force Statigitater renamedLos Angeles

Air Force Basg at the corner of Aviation Boulevard and El Segundo Boulevard. This continued to bring aviation
industries to the Del Aireand Wiseburn area.

Despite protest from residents and citizen groups, between 1962 and 1963, the Division of Highways extended the
[-405 freeway 4.8 miles between La Tijera Boulevard and 13 Street. This sectiorof freewayran between Del

Aire and Wiseburnand resulted in the demolition of dozens of residential properties alonghat wasthen Anza
Avenue®’ The freeway would become the primary route from Los Angeles through Orange County. In 1965, the
Wiseburn Branch Library was moved to a new building constructed &35 West 135th Street, at the cost of
approximately $90,000. The onestory brick building was built by th&ity of Los Angelesand leased to theCounty

for 15 years it wasconstructed on Wiseburn School District land adjacent to Cabrillo Elementary Sché®espite
having the name Wiseburn, the library is located outside thmincorporatedcommunity® boundaries.

Between the 1960s and 1970s, after the construction of the-405 freeway bisecting the two communities
residences along either side of the freeway were demolished. In 19000 homes were demolished and 25,000
people were displaced for the freewd¥ construction>® Streets that were once east to west throughfaremcluding

West 116th Street, West 117%h Street, West 118h Street, West 118h Place, West 11%h Street, and West 11%h

Placein Del Aire became deadend roads.Beginning inthe 1980s and continuing into the 1990s, after the end of
the Cold War in 1991 and the Los Angeles Uprising in 199the once dominant aerospace industrgntered a
slump. Despite its decline, the aerospace industry still employed a large workfoinethe area To provide public

57 Sam Gnerre,0South Bay History: Piecing Together the Construction of the 405 Freeway Through the Souttd Bayly Breeze
December 6, 2021.

58 ONew Library Cost $90,000 Los Angeles TimesJaruary 24, 1965, 140.

59 Eric Brightwell 0Exploring the Metro Green Line: From Nowhere to Nowhere and All Points in Betwd®BS SoCaKCET August
12, 2013, https://www.kcet.org/history-society/exploringthe-metro-greerdine-from-nowhereto-nowhereand-all-points-in-
between#:~:text=The%20existence%200f%20the%20Green,some%20form%200f%20rapid%20transit.
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transportation for those workersMetro expanded its network by establishing its sixth line, the C Line (formerly the
Green line) in 1987. The C Line is a lightail line running from Redondo Beach to Norwalk through the northern
boundary of Del Airé® The lightrail line® expansion was followed by the opening of the Los Angeles County Airport
Courthouse in 2000, located at 11701 La Cienega Boulevaid Del Aire The $107 million Countycomplex was
intended to ease overcrowding ithe aging criminal courtrooms of Santa Monicayest Los Angeles, Malibu, Culver
City, and Torrancé! By 2009, the areg which was once open langwas developedwith three office buildings, a
three-story parking garage, and two large multifamily apartment buildingss well as the Airport Courthous#
Multiple civic, religious, and educational facilities are named for the community of Del AareWiseburn but are
located outside the communit§s boundaries,includingthe Wiseburn Branch Library (85 West 135h Street), Del
Aire Baptist Church (4951 West 119 Place), and Wiseburn Middle School (5504 West 1855treet).

4.4.3 Hawthorne Island Community

Hawthorne Island is emall 10-square-block unincorporated area in southwest Los Angeles County. The community
is bounded by the City of Hawthorne to the north, Crenshaw Boulevard to the east, WesthS&eet to thesouth,
and Yukon Avenue to the wesThecommunity is roughly rectangular but excludes the lot on the southwest corner
of West 135h Street and Yukon Avenue and the lot on the northwestern corner of West 183treet and Yukon
Avenue. The community encompasses approximately 48thglefamily residences and a handful of commercial
businesses on Crenshaw Boulevard'he built environment of Hawthorne Island isverwhelminglycomposed of
one- or twosstory singlefamily residences primarily in the Minimal Traditionaktyle, with consistent setbacks and
small front yards located at regular intervals on a rectangular street grigdith culde-sacs at the terminus of each
eastern block. Hawthorne Island issurrounded by the City of Hawthorngs Moneta Gardens neighborhoo€B
Hawthorne Island has an estimated population of,233 people, who selfidentify as Latino (74.2%), Asian (16.1%),
Caucasian (4.98%)AfricanrAmerican(2.6%), and Pacific Islander (2.29%%.

The original residences in the neighborhood were all constructed in 1940, although the community today also has
some multifamily residential buildings and singléamily homes that replaced the original tract housinglany of the
residences within Hawthorne Islanaghow have large additions at the rear of the propertylhe Hawthorne Island
community has no schoolsteligious or spiritual institutions medical facilities, or civic buildings located within its
boundaries. The Zela Davis Preschool (constructed in 1940 apceviouslyWilliams Elementary Schog| whichis
operated by the City of Hawthorne but currently closed, is located on the southwestern corner of Yukon Avenue and
135th Street, and the Zela Davis Elementary School is located across the street at 13435 Yulé&renue.

Hawthorne Island issurroundedby the Gty of Hawthorne to the north, west, and souttand Gardena to the east.
Although Hawthorne Islands in unincorporated Los Angeles Countits development has been closely linked to the
City of Hawthorneand neighboring GardenaAs such, information on the development, economy, population, and
history of Hawthorne, and to a lesser extent Gardenig,includedto provide sufficientinformation to contextualize
Hawthorne Islands development(Figure5).

60 Eric Brightwell, OExpboring the Metro Green Line
61 Monte Morin,0Airport Courthouse Set to Oped@Los Angeles TimesFelruary 7, 2000, 69.

62 National Environmental Title ResearclDel Aireand Wiseburn [aerial photos and topography maps]

63 0Our Missionp Moneta Gardens Improvement Inc2020, http://monetagardens.org/.

64 Countyof Los AngelesEnterprise GIS, ArcGIS Hubttps://egis -lacounty.hub.arcgis.com/.
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General History of the Hawthorne Island Community

The community oHawthorne Islandwas locatedon former public land andemained undeveloped, open farmland
until 1940, when the community was laid out in a grid and developed with modest sindgenily residential tract
houses. It is possible this residential neighborhood was constructeéd support workers at thenearby Northrop
factory (0.65 miles north of the Hawthorne Island communi}y TheHawthorne Island community has remained
almost entirely residential since that time, although five commercial buildings were constructed within the
community® boundaries on Crenshaw Boulevard in 1956 and 1957. Th@ty of Hawthorn&s industrial boom
continued after World War jlhowever,an economic downtown in the 1980s and 1990s caused the closure of many
aviation and aerospace companies in the region, includimdprthropin 1997. Throughout its history, the Hawthorne
Island community has retained a consisteftresidential character

Hawthorne IslandCommunity Development History

The land encompassing preserday Hawthorne Islands located within formety public land, with Rancho Sausal
Redondo to the west and Rancho San Pedro to the soutfihe ared® development was influenced by the
establishment of Santa F& Redondo Beach Branch Railway in the 1880s, which ran from Redondo Beach to El
Segundo. While this line did not go directly through presetely Hawthorne Island, it was used to transport
agricultural products grown in the regiof?

Although the Hawthorne Island community is not legally a part of tBiy of Hawthorne, the community has been
influenced by the development patterns oboth the Gty of Hawthorneand the Gardena to the east. In 1906,
Benjamin Harding and H.D. Lombard foued the presentday City of Hawthorne as the Hawthorne Improvement
Company on 80acres of barley fields. Hawthorne was named after author Nathanial Hawthorr¢ardings
daughterd favorite author. By 1908, the community had grown to include a grocery store, community building, and
scattered wood frame houses and chicken coops. The community was primarily agrariaith poultry farming
comprising a major industngs At this time, preseniday Hawthorne Island remained undeveloped open lafd.

In addition to farming, some residents worked at the Hawthorne Furniture Company, which employed 50 residents
by 1911.88 Sanborn maps from 1912 show development in Hehorne as primarily being limited to small single
family woodframe residencest® The HawthorneEl Segundo interurban rail route, which ran adjacent to the
presentday Hawthorne Municipal airport, opened in 1914. The line transported oil from the Standard Oil Refinery
in ElSegundo andwas also used for passenger travel. The lingperates todayas the Union Pacific El Segundo
Industrial Lead.In 1922, Hawthorne became an incorporated city and there were concerted efforts to sell open
land for residential development by the Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce and other gro®pBespite these
efforts, residential development in Hawthorne and the surrounding area remained sgathrough the 1920s, with

65 Bob Jensong@A History of Wiseburn School Distriét

66 Hadley MearespHawthorne® Deceptively Sunny HistorgCurbed Los Angeles/ox MediaJanuary 30, 2018,
https://la.curbed.com/2018/1/30/16933546/hawthorne  -history-south-bay-racism.

67 National Environmental Title Researcliennox [aerial photos and topography maps]Historic Aerials and Topography Maps
Courtesy of NETR Onlin@896 81916, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

68 OMakers Open a Salesroom,Los Angeles TimesFebruary 7, 1911, 7.

69 Sanborn Map CompanyiSanborn Fire Insurance Maps: Hawthorn&lawthorne, @lifornia, Sheets 1 and 7, 1912, 1916, 1923.

70 Meares,0Hawt horneds Decepdively Sunny History.
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development primarily being constructed in the blocks to the west of Hawthorne IslaadThe ared® economic
difficulties werecompounded by the onset of the Great Depression in 1979,

Since its establishment, theCity of Hawthorne had racially restrictive covenants in place preventidgrican
Americars from living in theGty. Hawthorne was known as a sundown town, meaning thafrican-Americars were
prohibited from living in the community and had to leave before dark or risk imprisonment, fines, and physical
violence. During the 1930s, racial hostility towardfricanAmericars was conveyed publicly through billboards in
Hawthorne?3 Hawthorne remained a sundown town for decades.

In 1930, the Gty of Gardenato the east of Hawthorne Islandbecame incorporated by combining several rural
primarily agriculturalcommunities. Firstgeneration Japanese immigrants (Issei) and secoqggneration Japanese
American citizens (Nisei) operated many of thiarms, especially berry farmsn Gardena and the surrounding region
through the start of World War 2 Gardena was an epicenter for berry cultivation in the regioand the fields
adjacent to the Hawthorne Island community to the east (across Crenshaw Boulevard) remained farmland until
1959, at which point the land was developed with tract housing.

The Gty of Hawthorne built al-miledonglanding strip between Prairie Avenue and Crenshaw Boulevard (located at
12101 Crenshaw Boulevard, approximately 0.6Biles north of the northernmost boundary of the Hawthorne Island
community)in 1939. The Gty constructed the landing strip as part of a deal to entice aviation entrepreneur Jack
Northrop to move operations to HawthorneThe landing strip was called Jackorthrop Field;, the facility was
renamed Hawthorne Municipal Airport in 19487 Shortly after the outbreak of World War INorthrop Field was
taken over by the U.S. governme@t War Assets Administration for use in the war effoi. The Northrop Aircraft
Factory andJack Northrop Field were major economic drivergn Hawthorne, reportedly increasing the population
by nearly 100drom 1939 to 1942.7° The blocks to the south of the airport and north of the Hawthorne Island
community were subsequently developed with industrial facilities in the 195@nd 1960s, many of which were
oriented toward aviation and aerospace.

By 1940, the same yearthe Northropfactoryopened in Hawthorneresidences inthe Hawthorne Island community
had been developed on Tracts 12216 and 12256 witlapproximately 400modest singlefamily homeslaid out on
a grid. An aerial photographrom 1941 shows that all houses had identical footprints and rear yard&xhibit 3)80
This type of residential tract housing development was common in the World War Il and {@stld War Il period,

71 UC Santa Barbara LibrargHawthorne and Hawthorne Island [aerial phot@FrameFinder Courtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial
Collection 1928 and 1838, https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.

72 National Environmental Title Researclh, Le nnox [ aer i al photdPa70O48d t opography maps]
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

73 James W. LoewenSundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American RacigNew York: The New Press, 2018), 10 and 78.

74 Quinci LeGardyegThe California Towns Wherlacks Feared Sundowm,Los Angeles SentinelSeptember 3, 2020.; Sam
Gnerre,0Several SouthBay i t i es Hav e Suinsdcorw nnhefaciss hodFhgir Pash South Bay Daily BreezeOcbber
24, 2020.

75 Ryan ReftRedefining Asian Americalapanese Americans, Gardena, and the Making of a Transnational SubdRBS SoCal
KCETAugust 22, 2014, https://www.kcet.org/historysociety/redefiningasian-americajapaneseamericansgardenaand-the-
making-of-a-transnationaksuburb.

76 oGardena Community HistorygLos Angeles County Library, accessed July 25, 2Q28tps://lacountylibrary.org/gardenalocal-
history/.; National Environmental Title Research, 1963, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

77 Today, the Hawthorne Municipal Airport is also called Jagkrthrop Field; Sam GnerrefHa wt hor ne Mu n Raots lpea | Air
In the Early Days of the Aerospace Indusiiysouth Bay Daily Breeze Blgdviay 7, 2016, http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/
history/2016/05/07/hawthorne -municipakairports-roots-ie-in-the-early-daysof-the-aerospaceindustry/.

78 Gnerre,0Hawthorne Municipal Airport

79 dVan Der Oef Gives Office Qualificatiodg he Redondo ReflexAugist 13, 1942, 2.

80  UC Santa Barbara LibraryHawthorne and Hawthorne Island [aerial photp]®941, https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/
ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.
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particularly in places such as Hawthorne with robust wartime industrial economibésit required worker housing.
In addition to the residences constructed at Hawthorne Island, there was one commercial property also constructed
in 1940, located at13213 South Crenshaw Boulevard!

Exhibit 3.1941 aerial photograph of theHawthornelsland community shotty after its construction. Agricultural
fields still surround the futureindustrial sites to the north.

Source:Geospatial Collection, UCSB Library, UniversityGaflifornia, Santa Barbara.

The onset of World War Il transformethe County® economy; between 1942 and 1944, investment in new
industrial plants and expansions of existing plants ithe County totaled more than $303 milliorand revivedthe
economy after the Depressiofi2 At this time, theNorthropplant alone employed more than 2,000 peoplé3

Aerial photographs indicate that the industrial buildings directly north of the Hawthorne Island community were
largely constructed in the 1950sBy 1959, industrial facilities to the north of Hawthorne Island included Hughes
Aircraft, Electromagnetic, American Latex Corporation, and Mission Appliance Corporation, among otters.

81 Los Angeles County Assessor's @#ilnformation Portal, "3213 South Crenshaw Boulevard," accessed October 2023,
https://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/m/; UC Santa Barbara Libraryy Hawt hor ne and Hawt horl®gé, | sl and
https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.

82 SurveyLA os Angeles Historic Resources Survey, Los Angelitywice Historic Context StatementContext:Industrial
Development, 18501980, prepared forCity of Los Angeles Department of City Plannir@ffice of Historic Resources,

September 2011, revised February 2018, 12 https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/ad40500b -cf5a-436e-8¢c80-
a81606544c01/IndustrialDevelopment_1850-1980.pdf.

83 Hadley MearespHawthorne® Deceptively Sunny Historg.

8 ol mperi al Hi ghway, Hawt horne I ndustrial Center, Hawt horne A
LosAngeles Herald Examiner Photo Collection/University of Southern California.
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Defense contracts continued to pour into the Los Angeles region following World War Il as the country shifted into
the Cold War. By the 1960s, more than half of all jobs the County were in the aerospace industgp.

The economic andndustrial growth of thearea prompted a population increase as well, transforming Hawthorne
and the surrounding area into a residential community{i.he population of Hawthorne in 1950 was 16,278, a 97%
increase from10 years earlier8é Tract housing, like that in the Hawthorne Island community, provided convenient
and affordable housing forising numbers ofworkers at the ared industrial facilities.

Within the boundaries of Hawthorne Island, additional commercial development occurred on Crenshaw Boulevard
in the 1950s. These commercial businesses included 13315 Crenshaw Boulevard (1956); 3100 West 134th Street
(1956); 13439 Crenshaw Boulevard (1957);and 13443 Crenshaw Boulevard (1957). In 1960, a multifamily
apartment building was constructed in the boundaries of the Hawthorne Island community at 13305 Crenshaw
Boulevard8” Aerial photographs of Hawthorne Island from the 1960s to 1990 shomrcreased densification of the
lots within the Hawthorne Island community, with additional garages, ancillary buildings, and dwelling units being
constructed at the rear of existing residence%

The passage of the Fair Housing Act in 1968 caused a shift in the commud@tgdemographicsas thousands of
Caucasian familiesleft Hawthorne for outlying suburbs (a phenomenon termed/Nhite Flight), and African
American Latino, and Asian families moved to Hawthorraand surrounding communitiesn the 1970s and 1980s.89

The 1990s were a period of economic difficulty, as the end of the Cold War prompted a decline in Southern
California® aerospace industry that led to the closure of many companies, includifprthrop in 1997, and
consequent unemployment for swaths of the aré@ workforce. That year, he Southeast Los Angeles County
Economic Development Alliance, a group representing 27 communities including Hawthorne, stated that
communityhad lost 60% of its aerospace jobs since 1988, making it one of the areas hardest hit by the indutry
downturn® However, he area® industrial economy has returned in recent years, with SpaceX, which moved to
Hawthorne in 2007, opening at the formeNorthrop site.®1 Through these decadesHawthorne Islands physical
character has remained consistently residential, with the same street layowtsd commercial businesses located
on Crenshaw Boulevard

85  SurveyLA|ndustrial Development 1851980, 11.

8 U.S.CensusBureawlPopul ati on of California by Count iRdimidary8qumts. | 1,
Department of Commerce. Washington, D.C. September 28, 1950.
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1950/pc -02/pc -2-48.pdf.

87  Los Angeles County Assessor's Office Information PordaB305 Crenshaw Boulevardjaccessed October 2023,
https://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/m/.

88 National Environmental Title Researclo, Aer i al phot ogr aph $963®1990Hawt horne || sl and, 0
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

89 Meares,Hawthorne's Deceptively Sunny Histody.

%  James F. PeltzNorthropto Close Hawthorne Site, 3 Other U.S. Plaritos Angeles TimesJaruary 16, 1997.

91 Samantha MasunagapWhyDoes Spac& Stay In the Costly.os AngelesArea?l tVhsre the Talent I®Los Angeles Times
Ocbber 17, 2018.
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4.4.4 La Rambla Community

La Rambla is an unincorporate@DPlocated in the South Bay area of Los Angeles County. The community is located
approximately24 miles south of downtown Los Angeles and encompasses an area of ab@w15 square miles in

size with a1 estimatedpopulation of 2005 people.Residents inLa Rambla selfidentify asLatino 66%),Caucasian
(30%), AfricanrAmerican(7%) Asian (6%), Pacific Islander (1%), and Indigenous Peoples (3®Residential property
types in La Rambla are mostly singlamily (67.2%) with some multifamily (32.8%) residences. The residential
properties are primarily designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival, Minimal Traditional, California Bungalow, and
Contemporary architectural style8 Community hubs include the Providence Little Company of Mary Medical
Centerd San Pedro and the San Pedro & Peninsula YMCA. The community does not have a school, public park, or
library within its boundary.

La Rambld community boundaries are roughly WesttiStreet, West 34 Street, and Big Canyon Place to the north
West 7 Street to the south South Meyler Street to the eastand half a block east of South Weymouth Avenue to
the west. Surrounding La Rambla to the north, south, east, and west is San Pedro, an incorporated neighborhood
within the City of Los Angeles. The community does not have any highways running through it. Adjacent to La Rambla
are South Western AvenueState Route213 freeway) to the west and South Gaffey Street{110 freeway) to the

east. Major throughfares through the community include Westh6Street, West 7 Street, and West & Street
running east to west and South Meyler Street and South Bandini Street running north to south. There are no Metro
lines or stations located within or directly adjacent to La Ramb(gigure6).

92 Countyof Los AngelesEnterprise GIS

93 Los Angeles Community Development Authoritfsourth Supervisorial District Strategy Area Designatiodsccessed July 28,
2023, https://www.lacda.org/docs/librariesprovider25/community-developmentprograms/cdbg/plans-and-reports/community-
profile/fourth district-full-documentrev.pdf?sfvrsn=7adc67bc_0.
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General History of thee,a RamblaCommunity

La Rambla is located on a portion ahe former Rancho delos Palos VerdesThe communitg history is closely
intertwined with the incorporatedLos Angelesneighborhood of San Pedro, which completely surrounds the
unincorporated urban pocket of La Rambla. In 1904, John T. Gaffey and his family moved to La Rambla after
Gaffey® wife, Arcadia Bandini, inherited 34@cres of land. In 1906, the family constructed a new home, Hacienda
La Rambla. Gaffey worked to develop La Rambla, pushing for the constructidrinterurban railroad lines and
subdividing the 340acres into smaller tracts. InNL925, San Pedro General Hospital opened at the corner of West
7th Street and Patton Avenue and made the community a hub for medical offices and medical services into the
present. Despite multiple attempts to annex La Rambla into ti@ty of Los Angeles, the community fought against

it each time and has remained unincorporated. The community is largely residentidth homes constructed before
1900 into the post-1980s in a variety of architectural styles.

La Rambla Community Development History

The area that would become La Rambla was parttbie 31,629-acre Rancho ddos Palos Verdes, which was given
in 1846 by Governor Pio Pico to José Loreto and Juan Capistrano Sepulvédaording to topographic maps, the
section of Rancho San Pedro that included La Rambla remained undeveloped into the 1898s.

The unincorporated community of La Rambla.is entirely surrounded by the Los Angeles neighborhood of San Pedro,
and their histories are closely intertwinedUnlike the majority of Los Angeles, formal development of San Pedro
predated the coming of the railroad by multiple decades due to its proximity to the coast. In 1805, the first hon
Spanish ship arrived at the harbqgrand the construction of warehouses began as early as 1823. Southern Pacific
extended its line to San Pedro in 188land by 1882 San Pedrowas officially organized as a town. The to@n
development was focused along the waterfront, east of La Rambla into the turn of the centiiry.

During the early 1900s, multiple real estate speculators came to the area including George H. Peck,tlde.
Sepulveda Familyand John T. Gaffe$¢ Gaffey was born in Ireland in 1860 and came to California in 1865. He
worked in Santa Cruz as a reporter and latas a law clerk for the California State Supreme Court. In 1882, while
on a trip to Los Angeleshe met Arcadia Bandinishe was thedaughter of Juan Batista Bandini, grandson of pioneer
Spanish California settler Jose Bandini. Gaffey and Bandini soon married. In 1892, Bandini inherited 340 acres of
land in the middle of San Pedro (portions would become the community of La Rambla) f&afoved his family to
the land, and in 1904, he started a formal real estate business based on the famifyland holdings called the Gaffey
Investment Company. In 1906, Gaffey constructed a wooden ranch house at 1131 WedtSreet, which was later
moved across the street when the family constructed a threstory stone residence for $35,0087 The home was
named Hacienda La Ramblda rambla meaning ésandy riverbed in Spanish Exhibit4).98 This is the reason the
community is named La Rambla today.

% National Environmental Title ResearcliLa Rambla [aerial photos and topography mapéHistoric Aerials and Topography Maps
Courtesy of NETR Online, 1896, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

9  SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context StatemeRte-Consolidation Communities of Los Angeles, 1862932, prepared forCity of
Los Angeles Department of City Plannin@ffice of Historic Resources]uly 2016, 31.

%  SurveyLAPre-Consolidation Communities of Los Angele4y.

97 The airrent address of this home is 241 South La Alameda Avendecated within the La Rambla community.

%8 SamGnerredT he Man Behind San 6PalyBreezéMay Ga2Difdey Street,
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Exhibit4. Photograph of John T. Gaff&residence, Hacienda La Rambjan 1912 (demolished 1964).

Residence of John T. Gaffey

Source:NewsPilot, June 19, 1912, page 4.

Gaffey worked to continue the development of La Rambla and San Pedro. In 1906, he pushed for the development
of interurban railroad lines operated by California Pacific Interurban (later acquired by Pacific Electric), which would
allow the compact walkingcity core to expand outwards. Five streetcar reag were developed, including the La
Rambla line, which served the west and northwest sides of San Pe#ffdn 1909, San Pedro was annexed into the

City of Los Angeles, while La Rambla remained unannexed due to its independent ownership by the Gaffey family.
Gaffey subdivided the 340acres inherited by his wife into smaller tractincluding the Gaffey, Atalaya, Mirador,
Buenos Ayres, Valambrosa, La Mirada, Arcadia Park, and Centinela tr&sThe Gaffey Investment Company
operated out of the Gaffey Buildingocated at 333 West 6 Street in downtown San Pedro (building still extant).
The real estate company advertised in local newspapers into the 1920s. The 1921 Bé&dReal Estate Survey map

of La Rambla displayed the center of the community around Big Canyon Place, Canon Drive, and Arcadia Drive as
under the ownership of John T. Gaffey. The surrounding lots were within the Montana, Buenos Ayres, Gaffey,
Mirador, and @ntinela tracts101

With La Ramblas increasing population came a need for civic development and community services. The &rea
first hospital was located in the abandoned Clarence Hotel in San Pedro. The hospital was startd®09 by Lillian

B. Mullen, a graduate nurse and physician from New YG&fR.By the 1920s, the area needed a larger and more
permanent facility. In 1925, San Pedro General Hospital opened at the corner of WetStreet and Patton Avenue
(located within La Ramblal9 Upon its opening, the building was slated for expansion and underwent several
additions and remodels as well as name changes including San Pedro and Peninsula Hospital, San Pedro
Community Hospital, andProvidence Little Company of Mary Medical Cent&iSan Pedro

99 SurveyLAPreConsolidation Communities of Los Angele43.

100 Ray Mitchell,6San Pedro an Ideal Section for Great Jobbing EstablishmeatdewsPilot, June 19, 1912, 6.
101 National Environmental Title ResearclilLa Rambla [aerial photos and topography mapé]

102 Donna SansoucypHarbor Area First Hospital Began by One WomaNewsPilot, May 26, 1974, 93.

103 ABuildingWill BeLocated at &h and Pattonp NewsPilot, November 7, 1924, 1.
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La Rambla remained partially developed into the 1940s and 1950s. The 1942 official zoning map of the community
displayed the are& center around Big Canyon Placa street located to the north oiVest6th Street and present
dayProvidence Little Company of Mary Medical CenteSan Pedrgas undeveloped. Residential development was
focused in the eastern portion of the community along WesstStreet, West 2d Street, South Bandini Street, and
West 61 Street. Commercial properties were scattered around the perimeter of the community and included a
lumber yard, used furniture storedry cleaners, grocery stores, markets, and garages. A water reservoir was located
in the far northeast corner of La Rambla, which would eventually become the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power Harbor Water District Office (no longer within the boundaries of La Ramiia).

The Gé&eyfamily continued to inhabit Hacienda La Rambla into the 1940s. John T. Gaffey died on January 1, 1935,
and his wife Arcadia died in 1948. The Gaffey property was then sold to the Podesta family, a prominent business
and banking family in the San Pedro aredrhe Podestas sold the mansion and its land to the YMCA in 1961. In
1962, San Pedro architects Jocich and Lusby, AlAAmerican Institute of Architectswere chosen to design the
$1.5 million building that would become the San Pedr& Peninsula YMCAQS In 1964, Gaffey® Hacienda La
Rambla was demolished for the construction of the new YM@AThe Gaffey famil§ small 1913 plaster and adobe
chapel, named The Chapel of Ease, was spared in the prop&tgemolition but was not slated for restoration and
eventually fell into ruin on the YMCA &%/

In the early 1960s, La Rambl& western boundary road, Western Avenue, was redesigned as South Western Avenue
(State Route213) to be part of the California state highway system. The highway ran north to south from We#ét 25
Street in San Pedro to Carson Street in Torrance. The highway allowed for easier access to La Rambla, despite the
road not being within the communit§s boundaries. By the 1970s, the southwestern corner of the community along
West 6h Street became a hub for medical propertiesncluding large medical office buildings at 1416 West 8
Street, 1430 West 6h Street, and 1322 West & Street. Additionally, multiple smaller office buildings were
constructed on the south side of West® Street 108

In 1979, the Los Angeles City Council and Local Agency Farmation Commission (LAFCO) attempted to annex La Rambla
into the Gty of Los Angeles. This attempt was conducted without the knowledge of members of the communitytes

City Council and LAFCO are not required to notify you, the property owners, of their intenfi8hd.AFCO, which is
responsible for coordinating changes to local governmental boundaries, attempted to pass this measure on October
17, 1979. This was part of the 1977 Municipal Organization A&, state statuethat worked to facilitate the annexation

of unincorporated pockets of county land such as La Rambla. In response, members of the La Rambla community
formed the La Rambla Homeownerassociation. Their reasons for fighting against annexation includdds Angeles
electric rates being higher, faster first responder times within the county, stricter building codesLis Angeles
property values decreasing due to dowroning in the community posannexation, and less restrictive animal
regulatiors in the county. The attempted annexation failed after the community voted againsé#.

The majority of the La Rambla community was developed the late 1970s. Post1980s development included
large medical offices along West® Street, singlefamily residences along Big Canyon Place and South Hamilton
Drive, and the redevelopment of older properties throughout the community. In 1992, the San Pedro and
Peninsula Hospital became part of the Company of M&guth Bay health network. On September 1, 1999, the Sisters

104 |Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commissidira Rambla. Official Zoning Map. Distritdo. 7 section 4 [map]$ 1:500, Los
Angeles: County of Los Angeles, 1942.

105 o9YMCA Building Plans Unveiled First TimblewsPilot, December6, 1962, 1.

106 Gnerre,0T he Man Behind Sanoé®Wédrods Gaffey Street,

107 Leila BreezegdLittle Chapel in San Pedro: Victim of TindRalos Verdes Peninsula New#wugist 21, 1968, 1 and 3.

108 National Environmental Title ResearclilLa Rambla [aerial photos and topography mapé]

109 John McCafferty(l etters to the Editor) NewsPilot, Augist 21, 1979, 4.

110 David Hall,0La Rambla Annexation ShowdowdiNewsPilot May 7, 1980, Al and D5.
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of Providence Health System became affiliated with the Little Company of Mary, forming the Providence Health Care
System Southern California Regidri! The Providence Little Company of Mary Medical CenfeBan Pedroremains

one of the primary medical centers for La Rambla and San Pedro. The community has undergone few-$agje
changes since the 1990s and remains largely residential with sections of healthcare uses in its southwestern section.

4.4.5 Lennox Community

Lennox is an unincorporatedCDP located in southwest Los Angeles County. The community is situated
approximatelynine miles southwest from downtown Los Angeles and totals l.1€jjuare miles. Lennox has a
population of 20,323 as of the 2020 census, making it one of the most densely populated communities time
South Bay!12 Lennox is a primarily residential community, with leslensity residential and higkdensity residential
usage comprising 55% and 21%respectively of Lennox® land use (76%in total). Additional land usage in the
community consists of 21% commercialhstitutional, 3% industrial, and 1% open spacgs3

Residents in Lennox predominately identify as Latinod%). Other demographics in the Lennox community include
AfricanrAmerican (4%), Caucasian (2%),Asian (%), and Indigenous Peoples 2%)114 Approximately 48% of
Lennox residents were born outside of the United State$> Residential property types in Lennox consist of single
and multifamily homesdesigned in a variety of styles, including§panish Colonial Revivadnd Minimal Traditional.

The built environment of Lennox is characterized by wide nadgouth commercial corridors and long blocks of
consistent, primarily oneto two-story residential developmentThe community is served by one park, the Lennox
Public Park; the Lennox Library; a civic center; religious buildings; and the Lennox School District, a pres8ool
grade districtthat operates one preschool (Lennox State Preschool); five elemtary schools (Buford Elementary,
Felton Elementary, Huerta Elementary, Jefferson Elementary, and Moffett Elementary); and a middle school (Lennox
Middle School).The community also has two charter high schools: Lennox Math, Science & Technology Academy
and Animo Leadership High Scho#!é There are no hospitals within theommunity® boundaries117

Lennox® community boundaries are irregular and do not consistently align with the existing street grid. The
community is bounded by La Cienega Boulevard to the west, West Century Boulevard to the north, andli®g |
freeway to the south. The eastern boundary tfie community is irregular and is roughly located between South
Prairie Avenue (not part of Lennox) and South Osage Avenue (within Lennox). Lennox is bordered by the City of
Inglewood to the north and east, the City of Hawthorne to the south, ame (City of Los Angeles to the west. Lennox
abuts LAX, which is located immediately west of the communigyeeways through the community include tHet05
freeway, which runs norttdsouth along the communit§ western border and the F105 freeway, which runs easi
west along the communit§s southern border. Inglewood Avenue and Hawthorne Boulevard are major commercial
corridors running nortidsouth through thecommunity, and Lennox Boulevard is a major eadtest connection. The
Metro C Lineruns along the 1105 Freeway and the southern boundary of Lennox is located on Hawthorne
Boulevard above the 105 Freeway. Additionally, the community is served by six Metro bus l{Regire7).118

111 Sam Gnerre oProvidence Little Company of Mary Medical Cent@Daily Breeze May 2, 2010.

112 U.S. Census BureawPopulation: Lennox CDP, CalifornéQuick Facts, accessed July 7, 2023,
https://lwww.census.gov/quickfacts/lennoxcdpcalifornia.;oLennoxp Mapping L.A., South Bay,0s Angeles Times2024.
https://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/lennox/index.html.

113 Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreatibtennox Community Parks and Recreation Plaprepared by
PlaceWorks, Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust, and From Lot to Sgegbruary 2016, https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp
content/uploads/2022/11/10.4_gp_240515_LennoxCommunityPlanReduced.pdf.2-28

114 Los Angeles County Department of Public Work&ommunity Profiles and District Maps Catalag9

115 U.S. Census BureawRace and Hispanic Origin: Lennox CDP, Califoréi@uick Facts, accessed July 7, 2023,
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/lennoxcdpcalifornia.

116 QAbout UspLennox School District, accessed July 14, 2023, https://www.lennox.k12.ca.us/.

117 The closest medical facility is th€entinela Hospital Medical Centefocated at 555 East Hardy Street in Inglewood.

118 L os Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreatibtennox Community Parks and Recreationd?, 2-28.
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General History of the Lennox Community

Lennox was part of a former Mexican land grant known as tiRancho Sausal Redondo during the nineteenth
century. Although the area remained largely agrarian into the early decades of the twentieth century, there were
also signs that a new form of community based on a more diversified economy was emergingl912, the
community adopted the name Lennox, and the Lennox School District was formed shortly afeweral oil fields
opened in the vicinity during the 1920s, and theopening of presentday LAXin 1928 brought aviation and
aerospace jobs to the community. In 1939, the HOldawve Lennox a Yellow (or C) grade, meaning it védefinitely
decliningd The 1940s saw commercial growth in Lenngand the onset of World War 1l led to a period of economic
prosperity in the community with the acceleration of wartime aegpace and aviation manufacturing. fle Lennox
Civic Centemwas established in 1948, and the community was builbut by the end of the 1950s. Efforts to annex
Lennox by theCity of Hawthorne to the south and th€ity of Inglewoodo the northover the course of the twentieth
century led to the gradual decline of Lennd@x original approximately &quaremile area to its present day
1.10-square-mile land area. The-#105 freeway was constructed on the west boundary of Lennax 1963, which
resulted in the demoliion of existing residences.Lennox@ demographics shifted in the 1970s and 1980s as
Caucasian residents left for surroundinguburbs, and immigrants from Mexico and Centraland South America
moved to the communityThe I-105 freeway was constructed at the soutrn boundary of Lennox by 1993. Today,
Lennox continues to be a predominaly residential community with small businesses, civiand educational
facilities, and religious institutions. The community of Lennox experiences disproportionate levels of air and noise
pollution due to the two freewaysunning throughthe community and its location directly beneath LAX flight paths.

Community Development History

Presentday Lennox was part of the 22,45&cre Rancho Sausal Redondo, which was granted to Antonio Ygnacio
Avila (178181858) by the governor of Alta California, Juan B. Alvarado, in 1887.By 1885, the land had been
sold to Daniel Freeman, who further subdivided and sold portions of the propey The areds development was
influenced by the establishment of Santa e Redondo Beach Branch Railway in the 1880s, which ran from
Redondo Beach to El Segummdand wasused to transport agricultural products grown in the regica?

Barley farming, sheep raising, and ranching were primary uses of Len®oand, and the community remained
agrarian until the early 1900s, when the are& population grew, new economic ventures developed, and residential
development began to gradually encroach on former farmlané By 1905, poultry farminghad becomean
economic driver in Lennox, influenced by the establishment of the nearby Inglewood Poultry Colony (located in
presentday North Inglewood}23 The followingb years saw a rapigpopulationincrease in Lennox, with the formerly

119 Roy RosenbergHistory of Inglewood (Inglewood: Arthur HCawston, 1938), 9.

120 RoyHandand EdwardoEddyd Gould,A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, California, an Unincorporated Section of Los
Angeles CountyDue Eastof (the) Los Angeles International Airpgo March 2014, 9,
http://lennoxlancershome.com/Lennox_Documentary/LennoxDoc.ppDaniel WexlerpHistory in the Makingy Los Angeles
Times,April 9, 2007.

121 Bob Jenson@A History of Wiseburn School Distriét

122 National Environmental Title Researclilennox [aerial photos and topography maps]

123 Sam Gnerred_ennox Retains its Identity Despite Decades of Annexations, Unincorporated Stét8suth Bay Daily Breeze
January 11, 2021.; Sergio PaZprewordin A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, California, an Unincorporated Section
of Los Angeles County, due east of (the) Los Angeles International AirpBdy Hand and Edward Gould, March 2014,
http://lennoxlancershome.com/Lennox_Documentary/LennoxDoc.pdf, no page.; Rosenbéristory of Inglewood14817.
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scattered community numbering 800 in 191024 The same year, Lennox opened its first schodhe Jefferson
School, a fouroom, woodframe building that was used to teach 50 student&z>

To distinguish the area from neighboring Inglewood, which incorporated in 1908, residents renamed the community
Lennox in 1912.Shortly after, the Lennox School District was formée Mathias Chapman founded the Chapman
Chinchilla farm at4957 West 104t Street in 1918. The farm, the onlyne of its kind outside of Chile when it was
founded, bredchinchillasuntil the mid-1950s, when the farmclosedand the site was redeveloped?”

Development in Lennox proliferated slowly in the two decades following the commuiityaming, with formerly
agricultural lots gradually being subdivided for residential constructié?® An aerial photograph from 1928 shows

the Lennox community as being sporadically developed with primarily sinfgmily residences on a grid, with
intermittent undeveloped lots. Farmland continued to occupy swaths of the community atéaDuring this period,
Pacific Electric ran a train from Los Angeles to Redondo Beach through Lennox, which provided increased
accessibility to and from Lennox for the ar@arising population!32 Religious and other community spaces emerged

in the 1920s, including the Lennox Methodist Churghvhich was extant by 1923:31

Oil wasan important early industry in the vicinity of Lennox. The Inglewood Oil Field was established north of
Inglewood in 1924 and was the 18-largest oil field in the statel32 The Potrero Oil Field was established in 1926

to the northeast on the former site of the Potrero Country Club (south of Inglewood Park Cemetery). By 1937, the
field only had one remining oil pump and the site was decommissionedallowing for new residential and
commercial development in 196333

The 1920s also saw theestablishmentof presentday LAXat Mines Field,directly adjacent to Lennox to the west.
William Mines, areal estate developer and member of the Inglewood Chamber of Commerseagccessfully
submitted the Mines Field sitdfor consideration as the new airport site in 1926The City of Los Angeles signed a
650-acre lease and the airport opened as the Los Angeles Municipal Airport on October 1, 1928wasrenamed
the Los Angelednternational Airport in 1949134

Large aviation and aerospace companies opened in the vicinity of the airport after its establishment. These
businesses included Douglas (1932El Segund® Northrop (1932; moved to Hawthorne in 1940) and North

124 pPaz,forewordin A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, Californiao page.

125 (HistorypLennox School Districtaccessed July 7, 2023
https://www.lennox.k12.ca.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_1D=384860&type=d&pREC_1D=874817

126 Paz,forewordin A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, Californiao page.

127 Classified Adsd Business Opportunities)Los Angeles TimesJune 25, 1944, 30.;Herman SchultheisEthel Plays with
Chinchilla at the Chapman Farncirca 1937, photograph,Herman J. Schultheis Collectio;ESSA: Digital Collections of the Los
Angeles Public Libraryaccessed September 20, 2023, https://tessa2.lapl.org/digital/collection/photos/id/37209.

Various sources cite the location of Chapman Chinchilla Farm as Inglewood; however, the farm was actually located in Lennox.

128 UC Santa Barbara Libraryl ennox [aerial photo}p FrameFinder Courtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial Collecti®?8,
https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/

129 UC Santa Barbara Libr.ary, oLennox [aerial phot o]

130 Paz,forewordin A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, Californizo page.

131 The Lennox Methodist Church is currently located at a building constructed in 1965 at 4556 Lennox Bouleyatlisic notesp
Los Angeles Evening Expresslovember17, 1923.

132 (History of Inglewood Oil &id,6Inglewood Oil Field2017, https://inglewoodoilfield.com/history-future/history-inglewoodoilfield/.

133 Herman SchultheisOilWells at the Potrero Country Clulsolf Coursecirca 1937, photograph,Herman J. Schultheis Collection,
TESSA: Digital Collections of the Los Angeles Public Libraitps://tessa2.lapl.org/digital/collection/photos/id/37213.;
Department of Natural Resources Division of Oil and Gasjap of the Potero Oil Field: Los AngeseCounty( 1932,
https://www.pbagalleries.com/viewauctions/catalog/id/370/lot/114546/Map -of-the-PotreroOitFieldLosAngeles
CountyCalifornia.

134 JeanChristophe Dick0LAX HistoryjFlight Path Museum at LAX, December 12021, accessed July 18, 2023,
https://flightpathlax.com/lax -history/.

D U D E K 12597.03 64

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

American(1936; Inglewood. WhileLAX andhese manufacturerswere largelyoutside of Lennox® community
boundaries, they were major employersand many Lennox residents worked at the airport and for these
aviation companies13s

Aerial photographs from 1934 show increasing densification of residential development in Lennox, although many
lots remained open and undevelopeés®é This period also saw the creation of community groups and increasingly
active participation in civic lifewith the establishment of what is today known as the Lennox Coordinating Council,
a still-active communitybased 501(c)@3) organization dedicated to advocating for the communily interests,
coordinating with public and private organizations, and supporting local evets.The Lennox Coordinating Coungil
which currently meets once a monthhas long advocated for the communitand describes its goals agbuild[ing]

the community® capacity to understand, organize and advocate on issué$8 The organization has been involved

in many events and advocacy issues since its establishment, includiefforts to manage noise and air pollution
from LAX working with County offices to improve safety in the communignd organizingcommunity events,
includingan annual Cinco de Mayo paradand an annual Christmas celebration in Lennox Pa¥

In October 1937, efforts to annex Lennox to the City of Los Angeles were defeated by a vote of 7 to 6 in the Los
Angeles City Counci#® While efforts to annex Lennox to Los Angeles were unsuccessful, the neighboring City of
Inglewood and City of Hawthorne continued their decadimg efforts to annex all or portions of Lennox, including

an attempt by Inglewood to annex the entire commugibf Lennox in October 1939, which failed by at@ 1 vote in

a special electiont4l Over he course of the twentieth centurythese annexation efforts eventually decreased
Lennox® land mass to the presentlay 1.10 square miles142 The HOLC gave Lennox a Yell¢@ grade @definitely
decliningd) in 1939. The HOLC report stated that at this time, Lenox was 40% developed wiimarily woodframe
singlefamily bungalow residence$43

The United StateSentry into World War Il in December 1941 intensified aviation manufacturing and production,
leading to an expanded workforcancluding residents of Lennoxat the facilities surrounding LAX. The acceleration
of these industries led to economic prosperity for the region, which hbaden strugglingwith the ongoing effects of
the Great Depressiori44

A 1947 zoning map of Lennox shows the community as being modtiyilt out, with some scattered open lotas well
as lots still used for agricultural purposesCommercial developmentvas primarily concentrated on nortBsouth
thoroughfares including Inglewood Avenue and Hawthorne Aven@a Inglewood Avenue, for example, the Lennox
Market (L0804 South Inglewood Avenue) was constructed in 1941, asere the commercial properties at 10810

135 JeanChri stophe Diock, OLAX History

136  UC Santa Barbara Library) Lneox[aerial pha o 1934 https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.

137 The Lennox Coordinating Council Inc. was first incorporated in the1930s. It wasn@rporated as the Lennox Coordinating
Council in 1958, but its status was suspended in 1972. It was #@corporated again in 2009.

Lennox Coordinating CounciéAbout Uspaccessed September 14, 2023, http://lennoxcc.weebly.com/aboutissobre-
nosotros.html.;Gnerre,d_ennox Retains its Identity

138 Lennox Coordinating CouncidAbout Usd

139 lennoxCoor di nating Council, O0About Us. 6

140 d_ennox Annexation Rejected by Ciy,0s Angeles TimesOcbber 30, 1937, 5. This was reportedly the second time the council
turned down an application for the annexation of Lennox to Los Angeles, with the figgbearing to have been initiated circa 1928.

141 Gnerre,0Lennox Retains its Identity

142 paz,forewordin A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, Californiao page.

143 Robert K.Nelson,etal, 06 Ma p pi n g : RedlsnigguraNew Degl AmericaRobert K. Nelson and Edward L. Ayegsls.
American Panorama: An Atlas of United States HistpB023. Digital Scholarship Lab at the University of Richmorat,cessed
September 18, 2023, https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=13/33.944/ -118.375&city=los-angeles
ca&area=C107.

144 Roy Hand and EdwardEddyb Gould,A Documentary of the Community of Lennox, California,
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South Inglewood Avenuel4® The map also shows commercial construction on Century Boulevard, which was later
annexed to Inglewood and is no longer part of Lennox. The majority of Le@bxilt environment at this time was
composed of singldamily residential development#é The same yearthe County broke ground for the construction

of a new Civic Center in Lennggriginallyconsisting of four brick buildings located at 43484359 Lennox Boulevard:

a Countylibrary branch, a Los Angeles Coun8heriffé& substation, a supervisds field office, and a building housing
other Countyservices and offices. The Civic Center was dedicated on May 1948 (Exhibit 5)147

Exhibit5. Dedication of the Lennox Civic Centan 1948.

Source:Herald Examiner Collection/Los Angeles Publidorary.

The aerospace industry in Lennox and the South Bay Regamtinued to flourishin the 1950s, due to the Cold
Warand the expansionand modernizationof LAX. This period also saimcreasedinvestment in civic development
and public facilities. Lennox Park was extant by 1952nd Lennox High School was constructed in 1957 (present
day Lennox Middle Schopht 11033 Buford Avenue)t48 Tract housingto accommodate the influx of new residents

to Californiaalso proliferated A Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning rezoning map from 1955
shows substantial densification since the 1947 zoning map, with only a few open lots. There were still a handful of

145 Los Angeles County Assessor's Office Information Portal, "10804 South Inglewood Avenue and 10810 South Inglewood Avenue,"
accessed October 2023, https://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/m/.

146 | os Angeles County Regional Planning Commissidrennox. Land Use Classification. District no. 13 sectioA/ [map]o
1:1350, Los Angeles: County of Los Angeles, 1947.

147 Gnerre,dLennox Retains its Identity

148 Gnerre,d_ennox Retains its Identityy Bob Williams,Campus, Closed by Judge's Decree, Will Reopdrgs Angeles TimesJune
13, 1985.
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scattered agricultural lots remaining in the community at this time. However, the community was entirely lmuitt
by the end of the 1950s149

Inglewood, and to a lesser extent Hawthorne, continued attempts to annex Lennox in the 1950s. By 1962,
Inglewood had annexed approximately half of Lennox, including the majority of its commercial areas. According to
a Los Angeles Timestrticle from that year, Inglewood had initiated 26 annexations of Lennox in the past several
years. A single successful annexation by Inglewood of east Lennox in 1962 took-timiel of Lennoxs land area.
Lennox® population, which had once been 28,000, was estimated at apptonately 17,000 as of 1962150 These
attempts at annexation were largely economically motivated, as Lennox is located in a desirable location for
manufacturing and industrial development due to its proximity to freeways and L}AXAdditional annexation efforts
occurred in succeeding years, notably in 1968, 1970, 1971, 1988, and 1990, with mixed succe$® The decades

of the micttwentieth century also saw various attempts by some Lennox residents to incorporate, including in 1959,
1961, and 1967, all of which were unsuccessfuls3

The 1405 freeway was extant on the western edge of Lenndx 1963.154 The construction of the 405 freeway
involved the demolition of existing housing to accommodate the new thoroughfare and consequent displacement
of Lennoxresidents155 Former thoroughfares became deadnd roads, includinglO4th Street.

Commercial development and densification in Lennox continued in the 1960s and 1970s, including the
construction of the Lennox Car Wash at 10709 Hawthorne Boulevard in 1963. By 1970, Lennox reportedly had
14,900 residents occupying 4,000 singldamily homesand 2,000 multifamily homes?!5¢ In 1977, the Centinela
Valley Union High School District Board of Education ordered Lennox High School to close its doors by 1980 due to
the cost of soundproofing the school in response to loud jets from LAX. Lennox community members protested this
closure, and the school wasnstead converted to Lennox Middle Scho@p?

The legal end of racially restrictive housing covenants in 196@cilitated White Flight, as many of Lenn@x
Caucasian residents moved to surrounding communities. Between the 1960s and 1980s, Len@aemographics
shifted as residents from Mexicand Central and South America moved to LennoStudents identifying as Latino

149 | os Angeles County Regional Planning Commissidrennox. Rezoning Study. Distritdto. 62 [map],61:2100, Los Angeles:
County of Los Angeles, 1955.

150 Doug Mauldin,0Half of Lennox Annexed,Los Angeles TimesDeember 16, 1962, 133.

151 dnglewood Council to Air Lennox Annexatiomos Angeles TimesJaruary 5, 1958, 152; Herbert Jay VidagFeud Looms in
Lennox AnnexatiorgLos Angeles TimesMay 19, 1957, 229; éSuit Hits East Lennox Annexatiofl.os Angeles Timg, March 6,
1960, 55.

152 dLennox Annexation Defeated by Votetd,os Angeles TimesJune 24, 1962, 133; JamesW.McCance6Tiny Lennoxd | s | and d
Sought by Two Citie8Los Angeles TimesMarch 8, 1970, 72; Robert J. Allanginglewood Moves for 2nd Time to Annex Section of
LennoxpLos Angeles TimesOcbber 2, 1970, 1; Robert J. Allanginglewood Maps Fourth Annexation Téy,0s Angeles Times
Ocbber24, 1971, 203 ; Sebastian Rotellag_ennox Seen as Likely Target for Annexatiohps Angeles TimesMay 8, 1988, 25,

Marc Laceydnglewood May Anrnea Part of Lennox in Effort to Reduce Crindd,os Angeles Timesluly 26, 1990, 303.

153 Gnerre,oLennox Retains its Identity)

154 National Environmental Title Researclh, Lennox [ aeri al phot d%3,and topography maps],
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

155 Sam Gnerre 0South BayHistory:PiecingTogether the Constructiomf the 405 Freeway through the South BaySouth Bay Daily
Breeze,Dec. 6, 2021.

156 cResolution OKEl on Lennox AnnexatiodLos Angeles TimesNowember 15, 1970, 171 .; RayZeman dLA officials Opposed
Lennox Annexation to City of Inglewodd,os Angeles TimesDeember 31, 1970, 13.

157 Jane Martin,0Lennox High Entangled in Red TageRedondo ReflexSepgember 28, 1977, 21.; Williams, dcCampus, Closed by
Judges Decree, Will Reopen.
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made up 16% of the student body enrolled in the Lennox School District in 1968. This number rose to 85% by 1985
and 94% by 1993158 Between 1980 and 1990, immigrants from Mexico and Central America in Lennox doublé#.

The aerospace industry saw a decline in the ead$90s, due to the end of the Cold War, which led to many former
employees in the aviation industrjeavingthe area. The expansion of LAand an increase in the development of
larger aircraft resulted in more and louder airplanes flying directly over Lennox as they landed and took off at LAX.
As a result, the level of noise pollution from LAX grew substantialich further prompted those with the economic
means to move out of the community. By 1990, appxamately 70% of the 4,998 occupied housing units in Lennox
were owned by absentee landlord&0

LAX expanded significantly in the 1980s in preparation for the Olympic Games hosted in Los Angeles in 1984.
Also in this period, acement plant was opened in 1989 (presentlay Cal Portland cement plant), located 0.1Miles
west of presentday Lennox Middle School (11033 Buford Avenuegspite community protes£é2 From 1991 to
1993, the I-105 freeway was also developed at the south end of Lennox, agdi@molishinghomes. In 1987, Metro
expanded its network by establishing its sixth line, the C Line (formerly Been line), with a stop at the south
boundary of Lennox®63

The communityis disproportionately affected by air and noise pollution from thetD5 freeway, 105 freeway, LAX,
and nearby industrialsites.164 In 2016, the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation conducted a
study on parks in Lennox. The study found that Lennox haésgvere deficit of parklangdwith only one park, Lennox
Park, serving the communityé> The community has approximately 0.2@cres of local parks per 1,000 residents,
which is significantly below the General Plan standaod 4 acres of local parks per 1,000 resident$6 However,
Lennox Parkremains animportant community center and has been used for many events and celebrations,
including concerts and an annual Christmas celebration.

158 Anthony Millican,0Her Love of Lennox Spans CulturBliversityp Los Angeles TimesMarch 7, 1993.

159 Gnerre,dLennox Retains its Identity

160 Anthony Millican,0Her Love of Lennox Spans Cultural Diversédy

161 JaylLevin dLAXBeing Molded into an Easy Airph6 South Bay Daily BreezeApril 22, 1984.

162 Tim Waters,0Concrete Plant Wins OK Despileennoxs ProtestspLos Angeles TimesJune 8, 1989.

163 Eric Brightwell 0Exploring the Metro Green Line 6

164 FathEPi nho, ORelief to Resi dend sSo Fmrdp rAmafo uhoméngel8dliaizsiulyl®® X ,1 6 o n
2021, https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021 -07-23/relief -to-residentsfaa-announces20-5-million-to-soundproof
homesnearlax.

165 Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreatia@ennox Community Parks and Recreation Plah-1.

166 | os Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreatibtennox Community Parks and Recreation Plah-1.
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4.4.6 West Carson Community

West Carsonis an unincorporatedCDPlocated in southeast Los Angeles County. The community encompasses
2.3 square miles and has a generally rectangular footprintvith two separate noncontiguous sections at the
northern end of the community. West Carson is roughly bounded by tHELD freeway to the east, West Lomita
Boulevard to the south, and Normandie Avenue to the west. Most of the community of West Carson is bound by
East Del Amo Boulevardggxcept thenoncontiguousparcels, which are bounded by WestaDth Street.167 The }

405 freeway is located approximately 400 feet north of West Carson, and tBéate Route213 freeway is located
approximately 0.50miles west of the community. West Carson is bounded by the Carson to the east and Los Angeles
to the north, south, and west. Torrance ialso located west of West CarsoriWest Carsoi® residents selfidentify

as Asian (37.5%)with a significant number identifing as Filiping Latino (34.3%) Caucasian (17%), and\frican
American(9.8%)168

The built environment of West Carson is characterized by higgnsity residential tracts with one- to two-story
residential development and wide commercial corridors. Residential property types in West Carson consist of single
family and multifamily residences, many of which are tract houses designed in the Minimal Traditional and Ranch
architectural gyles of the 1950s and 1960s particularly the Storybook Ranch styl@he area also includes several
trailer parks, including the San Rafael Mobile Home Park, the Coast Mobile Home Park, and the Golden State Mobile
Lodge169 Industrial development is visible throughout the northern portion of the West Carson community between
West190th Street and West Del Amo Boulevard. Vermont Avenue is the major ndstbuth corridor through the
community, and much commercial development is concentrated on this street. Additional commercial development
is located onthe eastdwest thoroughfares ofSepulveda Boulevard and West Carson Street. Automotredated
commercial businesses are located along Torrance Boulevard and Normandie Aveidigine Village, a designated
County of Los Angeles Landmark, is located at 833 West Torrance Boulevaigic and institutional development

is sparse(Figure 8) There are two EPA Superfurgites adjacent to West Carson: the Del Amo Superfuside and

the Montrose Chemical Superfundsite, which opened in 1943 and1947, respectively. The statelesignated
Superfund Armco Land Reclamation Site is also adjacent to west CargariTorrance at 1524 Border Avenue.

West Carson has one park, the 8-&cre Wishing Tree Park, located at 1007 We24th Street170 The HarbofUCLA
Medical Centeris located at 1000 West Carson Street. There are three elementary schools in West Cason: Halldale
Elementary School (21514 Halldalévenug; Meyler Street Elementary School (1123 We3rd Street); and Van
Deene Avenue Elementary School (826 Javelin Street).

167 The northwestermoncontiguousportion of West Carson is bound by West 189 Street to the north, the Union Pacific railroad
tracks to the east and south, and Union Pacific railroad tracks and Normandie Avenue to the west. The northeastern
noncontiguousportion of West Carson is bounded by West 180 Street to the north, Vermont Avenue to the east, West Del
Amo Boulevard to the south, and Normandie Avenue to the west.

168 Countyof Los AngelesEnterprise GIS

169 Additional trailer/mobile home parks in West Carson include the Torrance Gardénsbile Home Park, the Garden State Trailer
Park, the Satellite Trailer Park, and the Normandie Mobile Home Park

170 Clara Harter,d_ongAwaited Wishing Tree Parklears Completion in Formerly Polluted 8Acre Arean West Carsor) Daily
Breeze August 20, 2022, https://www.dailybreeze.com/2022/08/20/long -awaitedwishingtree-park-nears-completiorin-west-
carson/; Del Amo Action Committeg\Wishing Tree Parlgaccessed July 28, 2023, https://delamoactioncommittee.org/wishing
tree-park/.
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General History of thewest CarsonCommunity

Themajority of the community of West Carson is located within a former Mexican land grant known as Rancho San
Pedro, with a portion of the southern end of the community located in the former Rancho de los Palos Verdes. The
Del Amo family inherited Rancho San Pedro in the early 1900s and subdivided it into agricultural parcels in the
1920s. After the Del Amo Estate Company was founded in 1926, the family turned its focus to leasing land for
manufacturing purposes, which spurm the growth of the oil refineriesand industrial development during World
War Il and in the subsequent decade. The Del Amo synthetic rubber facility opened in 1942, followed by the opening
of the Montrose Chemical Corporation facility in 1947. These facilities operated until 1972 ah®82, respectively.

The presentday HarborUCIA Medical Center also opened as thenited States Army& Port of Embarkation Station
Hospitalin 1942. The facility became the Harbor General Hospital in 1946 and the HarBd€LA Medical Center in
1978. Freeway consruction of F110 in 1952 and 1-405 in 1963 made West Carson more accessible and prompted
additional industrial development along the transportation corridors. Residential development, specifically tract
housing, proliferated extensively throughout the 19, notably in the southern portion of the community. The long
term use of land for manufacturing in the area led to significant environmental and health consequences for the
community. In the 1990s, residents affected by the chemical pollution of Del Amand Montrose organized the
DAAC to negotiate for a buyout of houses adjacent to the former factories due to high levels of toxic contamination
This effort was successful, resulting in thdemolition of the contaminated properties and the eventual creation of
Wishing Tree Park on the site.

West CarsonDevelopment History

West Carson was part of Rancho San Pedro in thmeteenth century as wasa part of the northeastern portion of
Ranch de los Palos Verdesn 1784, Governor Fages granteduan JoséDominguez10 square leagues of what
would become known as Rancho San Pedro or Dominguez Rancho. The massive rancho grew to 75,000 acres and
included all of what was then Los Angelébarborl7! After decades of land disputes between the Domiguez and
Sepulveda families,31,629 acres of the former Rancho San Pedro, including the southernmost portion of
presentday West Carson, was awarded to the Sepulveda family and became the Rancho de los Palos Véfdes.
The Dominguez family eventually sold portisrof the Rancho San Pedro and developed West Carson in the late
nineteenth centuryl73

In 1906, the Gity of Los Angeles annexed the area adjacent to West Carson to the wedtich is today known as
Harbor Gateway, with the intention of linking Los Angeles to tROLAto facilitate the movement of goods. This
long, narrow strip has historically been referred to as théeity strip,0 the ostrip,6 or the dshoestring strip and
continues to play an important role in freight transport in the regiofi4 In 1911, the Union Tool Company, which
manufactured oil drilling equipment and industrial steel, opened at presedfy 1524 Border Avenue adjacent

to West Carson in Torrance. The company was purchased by National Supply in 1920 and operated until 1985,

171 ¢History of Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museuiyominguez Rancho Adobe Museum, 2023,
https://dominguezrancho.org/domingoerancho-history/.

172 Bruce and Maureen Megowarklistoric Tales from Palos Verdes and the South B@harleston South CarolinaThe History Press,
2014), 960897.

173 @History of Dominguez Rancho Adobe Musewdlominguez Rancho Adobe Museum; William Hammond Halletail Irrigation Mapd

174 U.S. Environmental Protection AgencyDel Amo and Montrose Superfund Sites: Community Involvement Rlalune 2020,
https://semspub.epa.gov/work/09/100020722.pdf, 13.
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eventually as Armco. The site is now a statiesignated Superfundsite (Armco Land ReclamatiorSite) and
continues to be a source of pollution within West Carsére

In the 1910s, Filipino residentsbegan to enterLos Angeles through the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach
and began settling throughout the South Bay, particularly in Carson, Long Beach, and San Pedro. Early Filipino
residents often initially worked on farms. In the following years, many were also@ayed atnaval bases and
Terminal Island canneries at thePOLA In 1946, the Filipino Community of Los Angeles Harbor Area Inc. was
formed as a community group. The community continued to grow in succeediregzades and todaythe Gty of
Carson to the east of West Carsonis one of the largest Filipino American enclaves in the Unitedbtates. 176
Similarly, West Carson has a large number of Filipino residents

The agricultural and residential community of West Carsamas established during the 1920s after Susana
Delfina Dominguez and her husband, Dr. George del Amo, inherited the land from Manuel Dominguez. West
Carson was subsequently subdivided into large square agricultural parcels with scattered sidghaily
residences.177 Initially, Dr. del Amo managed the land by leasing small parcels to farmgogfore introducing
industrial and commercial land uses. In 1920, oil was discovered on del Amo land, bringing the petroleum
production industry to the area. That same year, Dr. del Almo signed the first oil lease with the Charztmfield
Midway Oil Comany, whichbegan production by 1922 in the presentday Torrancelocated to the east of West
Carson. In the following years, additional leases were signed with Texas Oil, Marland Oil, United and other
companies for properties throughout the South Bay region. On October 5, 1928, del Amo sold 332acres of

land to the Shell Oil CompangShell)to build an oil refinery on property that is today located in preseday City

of Carsoni’8

The refinery sale generated enough profit for the del Amos to establish the Del Amo Estate Company in 1926. The
company was created to manage the properties associated with Rancho San Pedrd to support the cultural and
philanthropic interests of the del Amos7°® While residential development in West Carson was sparse in the 1920s,
aerial imagery shows that between 1927 and 1928, a residential development was built in the northern portion of
the community. By 1938, residentiatievelopment in the northern portion of the community had densified; however,
the rest of the community remained primarily agrariak¥® The Del Amo Estates Company maintained its character
and size throughout the 1930s, but Dr. del Amo spent most of his time traveling, while the tiagay operations of

the company were maintained by a series of executive vice presidents and directorserADr. del Amd@ death in
1941, his adopted son, Jaime del Amdoecame the president of the companig!

175 Julio Moran,0Armco Closes Out 75 Years of Smoke and Jobs: Torrance Loses Its Last Old Fartosy Angeles TimesFelruary
28, 1985.

176  Florante Peter Ibanez and Roselyn Estepa Iban€&ilipinos in Carson and the South BayCharleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2009), 15.

177 UC Santa Barbara Librarg\West Carson [aerial photo§,FrameFinderCourtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial Collection, 1927,

1928, 1941 and 1947, https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.

178  The refinery was bounded by Del Amo Boulevard on the north, Wilmington Avenue and Martin Street on the east, Annalee Avenue
and Chico Street on the west, and 21tB Street and the residential and industrial areas east of Martin Street on the south.;
Cervantes et al.,Unincorporated Los Angeles: Leveling Inequities in Supervisorial District®CLA: The Ralph and Goldy Lewis
Center for Regional Policy Studiedune 16, 2023, https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6qz6f7vr.

179 |n 1927, Susana founded the Dominguez Memorial Seminary, a Catholic seminary near the Dominguez family adobe northeast
of West Carson that provided housing and classroom space for the Claretian order. After her death in 1931, Dr. del Amo gedtin
to runthe seminary until it suffered extensive damages in the Long Beach Earthquake of 1933. The seminary is extant and located
in the presentday city of Compton at 18127 Alameda Street.

Cervantes et alUnincorporated Los Angeles: Leveling Inequities in Supervisorial District 2

180 UC Santa Barbara Libraryy We st Car son [ aer i al p he27 and 1928nHdtpst/milgitvagyruesipddy maps] ,
ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.

181 Cervantes et al.Leveling Inequities in Supervisorial District 2.

D U D E K 12597.03 74

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

During World War Il, factories and industrial facilities began to replace vacant fields in West Carson and the vicinity
at a rapid pace, transforming the area into an industrial hub. In 1942, thg.S.government opened the 286Gacre

Del Amo facility, which manufactured synthetic rubber in support of World War |l efforts. The Del Amo facility
included three manufacturing plants. In 1955, Shell purchased thiacility and operated it until 1971. The former

Del Amo site surrounds th@oncontiguousnorthern portion of West Carsorig2

In 1943, the HarboZJCLA Medical Center was founddéd West Carsonas the U.S. Arm§ Port of Embarkation
Station Hospital. During World War I, it was a receiving point and hospital for servicemen returning from the
Pacific183 The conclusion of World War Il in 1945 prompted the County to purchase the hospital from the Army in
1946. Upon its purchase by the County, the building was used as an overflow facility for the Los Angeles General
Hospital until it opened as Harbor Geneltadospital in 1947, the South Ba§ only public, Countyun hospital 184

The following year, Harbor Gener&lospital became affiliated with the UCLA School of Medicimad became he
institution® southern campus in 1951185 On September 1, 1978, Harbor General Hospital became the County
HarborUCLA Medical Centépé For more information, seeSection4.4.11, Public and Private Health and Medicine.

In 1947, another large manufacturing facility opened on 1&cres of landdirectly adjacent to the northwestern
boundary of West Carson in the Harbor Gateway neighborhood of Los AngelasNormandie Avenuebetween
Francisco Street and Torrance Boulevar@he Montrose Chemical Corporati@manufacturing plant produced the
toxic pesticide DDT. The Jones Chemicals Ioblorine transferplant (1401 Del Amo Boulevard) also opened on 5
acres directly south of Montrosés?

While West Carson continued to be characterized by relatively sparse residential development throughout World
War I, the postwar period saw rapid changes in the built environment of the community. The postwar population
boom ignited the development of LoAngelesifreeway systemwhichmade travel to West Carson more accessible

to both residences and industrial interests. Thelll0 freeway was constructed in 1952 on the eastern edge of West
Carson, resulting in the demolition of existing singfamily resdences and the construction of additional industrial
facilities and warehouses adjacent to the freewajResidential construction also intensified in this period due to the
increase in factories and industrial facilities and corresponding need for worker housing.

Increased accessibility via freeways allowed the Del Amo Estate Company to sign leases with developers Kaufman
and Wilson to build large residential developments on Del Amo property in the 118%0s, including in West Carson
where construction of tract housing proliferated extensively throughout the community. By 1961, however, Jaime
del Amohad resigned from the Del Amo Estate Company, leaving theard of directorsto steer the company. This

new board believed that the increase in the price of land wouldlace a large tax burden on the compangnd they

sold off the remaining Del Amo Estate Company land. In 1963, theard voted in favor of beginning the liquidation
process, and it closed by August 19648

Freeways in the community expanded again in the 1960s when théd5 freeway was constructed in 1963 north of
West Carson. Thel10 freeway was also expanded in the 1960s to connect tHROLAo downtown Los Angeles antb

182 U.S.Environmental Protection Agencydel Amo and Montrose Superfund Site$.

183 County of Los Angelesjarbor UCLA Medical Center Final Environmental Impact Rep&écember 2016, SCH No. 2014111004,
https://pw.lacounty.gov/pmd/CampusMasterPlans/docs/HUCLA/Sections/1.%20Introduction.pdf.-1.

184 (Harbor General Hospital Sold to L.A Count@/ilmington Daily Press JournaSep. 24, 1946, 1, Tom TobergpHarbor General
Hospital Filled to 350 CapacityyNewsPilot, March 5, 1947, 1.

185 County of Los Angeledjarbor UCLA Medical Center Final Environmental Impact Report

186 Sam Gnerre 0LA BioMed) South Bay Daily Breeze Bloganuary 26, 2011
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2011/01/26/la -biomed/?doing_wp_cron=1692628984.8505370616912841796875.

187 U.S.Environmental Protection AgencypMontrose Chemical Corporation.
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.cleanup&id=0900993

188 U.S.Environmental Protection Agencg Mont r ose Chemi cal Corporation. o
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Pasadenal®® This intensified industrial development along these major transportation corridors and consequently
increased truck traffic through West Carson, which continues to impact the community to this day through pollution,
noise, and congestior®0 At this time, aerial photographs show thanuch of the northern portion of West Carson was
occupied by manufacturing and industrial propertiesvith commercial development proliferating along Vermont Avenue
and West Carson Street. Residential development was still primarily concentrated in the north of the community but was
beginning to spread to the undeveloped southern portion of the commuriigy.

The BavarianAlpinestyle shopping center Alpine Village was established on approximatelydetes at 833 West
Torrance Boulevard in 1969 Exhibit 6) Alpine Village began as a collaboration between two German immigrants,
Josef Bischof and JohantHansd Rotter, who came to the United States in the 1950s. The two men, inspired by the
Danish architecture of Solvang, California, developed Alpine Village as an homage to their homes in Germany. Alpine
Village included Alpine MarketAlpine Village Restauranta collection of additional shops a chapel and the Los
Angeles Turners Museum, which was dedicated to German and German American Traditions and Céfufe.
2020, Alpine Village was designated Los Angeles County Historic Landméok7. In 2023, however, the property

was sold to a new owner and shopwnersleases were terminated. Alpine Village is currently vacdsf?.

Exhibit 6.Postcard of Alpine Village, circa 1970.

Source:James H. Osborne Photograph Collectidalifornia State University, Dominguez Hills

The 1970s were another period of extensive residential construction in West Carson, concentrated in the southern
half of the community. Tract neighborhoods with singtamily residences proliferated in the community. Additional
residential typologies fromthis period included mobile home parks such as the San Rafael Mobile Home Park

189 County of Los AngeledVest CarsoriTransit Oriented DistricSpecific Plan accessed July 28, 2023,
https://www.municode.com/webcontent/16274/West_Carson_TOD_Specific_Plan.pdf, 12

190 Del Amo Action CommitteedAssessing Environmental Impacts in the Del Amo Commurditylarch 2023,
https://delamoactioncommittee.org/assessingenvironmentaiimpacts-in-the-del-amo-community/.

191 National Environmental Title ResearclijWest Carson [aerial photos and topography mapSHistoric Aerials and Topography
Maps Courtesy of NETR Online, 1952 and 1963, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

192 QAlpine VillagejLos Angeles Conservancy, July 30, 2023, https://www.laconservancy.org/learn/histeplaces/alpine-village/.

193 0Al pine Village, 6 .Los Angeles Conservancy
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(1972) located at 1065 Lomita Boulevard. Today, homes built in the 1950s to 1970s comprise the majority of
residential housing in West Carso#f4

In 1972, the Del Amo facility, run by Shell, closed permanently and the plant was dismant®&€ongress passed the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability At®B0, which allowed higkpriority toxic sites

that pose a threat to human healti{called Superfund sites) to be listed othe National Priority Lis(NPL) The EPA issued

an order requiring Montrose to cease operations in 1982 after discovering a high number of contaminants leaving the
property through the stormwater drainage collection system. The plant was demolished in 1983 and listed on the NPL
in 1989. The Montrose Chmical Superfund site consists of both the Montrose facility and the adjacent Jones Chemical
Inc. chlorine transfer facilityThe Dé Amo site was also listed on the NPE8S

In the 1990s, the EPA conducted soil samples in the yards of several residential homes on \We4th Street in
West Carson, south of the Del Amo waste pits, and identified large quantities of technipalde DDT in two
yards19?” The EPA began a largecale DDT removal action for residences along Wegth Street in an area
called the relocation zon€e®8 The DAAC was formed in 1994 to address community health issues and serve as a
representative party, advocating for the buyout of the residences 884th Street19 In 1996, after years of
negotiations, Shell agreed to fund the buyout and demolition of homes in the relocation zé@feLos Angeles
Neighborhood Land Trust purchased the relocation zone from Shell in 2015. Three years later, in 2018, ground
was broken to develop Wishing Tree Park on the siteor additional information onthe environmental and health
consequences of the Montrose and Del Amo Superfurgites on the community of West Carsoras well as
community activism, see Sectiors 4.4.3, Industrial Development and 4.4.3.1, Environmental Injustice.For
additional information on Wishing Tree Park, see Section 4.4Harks and Recreation.

As of 2023, the economy of West Carson is dominated bgalth care and social assistancéendustries, with industry

and retail also comprising major economic drivers in the communi8L West Carson continues to face significant
health and environmental challenges. A community study found, for example, that households in West Carson
report high rates of headaches, nasal and eye irritation, asthma, and other health issues caused by or eskated

by pollutants from chemical facilities, nearby freeways, and rising truck traffic in the commu#f/However, the
community® resilience and advocacy has also led to progress, including the development of a Community Vision
Planby the DAAC and other partnersrhich was created with thedgoal of breaking the cycle of harm caused to our
community by proactively changing problematic land use decisions, holding government regulators accountable for
environmental laws and regulations, and giving our community the tools needed to make our nearhoods healthy

and have a direct impact on the decisions that affect our lives93

194 UC Santa Barbara Libraryy We st Car son, [ al®27,1828, 1¢Ph,andd@r,aphs] , 6
https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/;, NETR, o0OWest Carson [aerial photogra
1972 and 1980. 60

195 U.S. Environmental Protection AgenayBuperfund Site:Del Amo Los Angeles,Apaccessed January 22, 2024,
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.ars&id=0901293&doc=Y &colid=64871&region

=09&type=AR
196 U.S.Environmental Protection Agencdel Amo and Montrose Superfund Site$.
197 Mal l ory Elizabeth Graves, 0Spati al Narratives of Struggle a
Community Engaged Web GI'S Story Map, 6 MS066Bhesi s, (University
1% Graves, OSpatial Narrat7fd.ves of Struggle and Activism
19 Gr aves, o0OSpati al Narrat7/b.ves of Struggle and Activism
20 Graves, OSpatial Narrat7ilves of Struggle and Activism

201 Data USAPWest Carson, CAaccessed August 21, 2023, https://datausa.io/profile/geo/west-carsoncal.

202 Clara Harter0Community Study Shows Poor Health Among Residents in Polluted West Car&maily Breeze December 23, 2022.

203 Del Amo Action Committegdmplementation of a Communits Vision: 2022 and BeyongJuly 15, 2023,
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:96c4cfe874fa-4d18-86f8 -d32a10925f43, 2.
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4.4.7 Westfield /Academy Hills Community

WestfieldAcademy Hillsis in an unincorporated area in southwest Los Angeles County, approximately 20 miles
southwest of downtown Los Angeles. Th&/estfield/Academy Hillscommunity is located on the Palos Verdes
Peninsula andcomprisestwo noncontiguousareas separated by Palos Verdes Drive North, which runs éasest
through the community. Crenshaw Boulevard is the commuriity major northdsouth thoroughfare.
WestfieldAcademy Hillsincludes the South Coast Botanic Garden (26800 South Academy Drive) and a complex of
condominiums constructed between 1975 and 1978, which comprise the communit@ northern boundary. The
Chadwick School (26800 Academy Drive) comprises the commudtgouthern boundary. The community also has
two additional residential neighborhoods. One of these neighborhoods is known as the Westfield Park Recreation
and Parkways DistrictNo. 12, which is primarily composed of singlamily residences developed between 1949
and 1960, as well as equestrian facilities, community tennis courts, and trails located east@rfenshaw Boulevard.
The communitys second residential neighborhood is called Academy Hills, which consists of a residential housing
tract constructed in the early 1970s, located to the west of Crenshaw Boulevard. The residential neighborhoods
collectively contain approximately 500 singamily residences. The built environment of Westfidkicademy Hills

is primarily characterized bytopographically hilly,winding residential streets with oneor twostory singlefamily
residences in the Ranch,Contemporay, and New Traditional styles. The total estimated population of this
community is approximately 2,158 peoplé? with 68% selfidentifying asCaucasian 21% selfidentifying as Asian,
10% seltidentifying as Latino, and 1% selflentifying asAfricantAmerican205

The WestfieldAcademy Hillscommunity is bordered by the City of Rancho Palos Verdes to the south, the City of
Rolling Hills to the east, the City of Torrance to the north, and the City of Rolling Hills Estates to the west and
northeast. WestfieldAcademy Hillsis served by the same Palos Verdes Peninsula community services and
schools as the rest of the Peninsula. Students attending public schools enroll in schools operated by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District. There are no commercialjgielus, or civic properties located within
the boundaries of the WestfielfAcademy Hillscommunity, and the only school is the private Chadwick School
(Figure9).208

204 County of Los Angeles, Enterprise GIS.

205 Los Angeles County Department of Public Work&ommunity Profiles and District Maps Catalap

206 Rolling Hills County Day School and Rolling Hills United Methodist Church are located to the south of the South Coast Botanic
Garden on the north side of Palos Verdes Driworth; however, these properties are not part of the Westfiéktademy Hills
community study area. Similarly, there is some commercial development along the south side of Palos Verdes Drive North, but
this development is also not within the boundaries of the Westfi¢lcademy Hillscommunity study area. These properties are
the legal jurisdiction of the City of Rolling Hills.
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General History of the Westfieldhcademy HillsCommunity

The WestfieldAcademy Hillscommunity is part of the former Rancho de los Palos Verdes land grant. In 1913, Frank
A. Vanderlip purchased the land on which Westfigiktademy Hillsis currently sited.Mining operations began at
the presentday site of the South Coast Botanic Garden in the early 190@sid continued until the 1950s. The
community of WestfieldAcademy Hillsremained primarily rural until 1938, when the Chadwick School opened. The
WestfieldAcademy Hillscommunity continued to be largely undeveloped until the early 1950&hen the Great
Lakes Carbon Corporation purchased 6,500 acres ohdeveloped landthat was subsequently subdivided and sold
for residential construction. At this time, Westfiel&cademy Hillsdeveloped as a residential neighborhood and
became the Westfield Park Recreation and Parkways Distifizt. 12 in 1957. The mine ceased operations in 1956,

at which point the land was sold to the County and became the Palos Verdes Landfill, most of which is located
outside the boundaries of the Westfield\cademy Hillscommunity. However, the pdion of the Palos Verde Landfill
located in the WestfieldAcademy Hillscommunity became the South Coast Botanic Garden in 1961 and remains
in operation to this day. In the early 1970s, the undeveloped land to the north of the Chadwick School was
developed as a residential tract housing neighborhood called Academy Hills ly/Rnesley Development Company
Aerial photographs show that by 1972, all residential lots in the Westfigdttademy Hillscommunity had been
developed. The Pals Verdes Landfill closed in 1980. The community has undergone minimal changes since this
time, with most changes consisting of the demolition of original tract housing for new residential construction on
existing lots.

Community Development History

The land on which the Westfieldh\cademy Hillscommunity sits was part of the 31,62%cre Rancho dedos Palos
Verdes, which was given by Governor Pio Pico to José Loreto and Juan Capistrano Sepuivé846. By 1882,
ownershiphad passed from Sepulveda to mortgage holders and théa Jotham Bixby (of Rancho Los Cerritos), who
leased the land to Japanese farmer®’ The Palos Verdes Peninsula was sparsely populated with cattle ranchers
and sheepherders at this time. However, the area becanmgcreasingly prosperous in the early 1900s, attracting
additional cattle ranchers and farmers. Japanese families continued to farm the land for decades, primarily growing
fields of beans, peas, and tomatoes on the Peninsu@asouthern sloges. Farms operated by Japanese arthpanese
Americanfamilies numbered 200 prior to World War II. Barley, hay, and grain were grown on the dryer northern
slopes. Foradditional information about Japanese farmersee Section 4.4.1, Agricultural Developmento8

In 1913, Frank A. Vanderlip, Srthe President of National Bank of New York, purchased the 16,0@8re Palos
Verdes Peninsula from Frank Bixby and created plans to sell the land for ranches and residential developntéhts.
Vanderlip developed his residence, called The Cottaged located on Portuguese Bend, in 1916. Vanderlip had a
large aviary on his property in the 1920s, which housed peacocksd other birds. After his deaththe peacocks
were released and a populationcontinues to roam the WestfieldAcademy Hillscommunitytoday.210

207 Palos Verdes [Los Angeles County] José Loreto and Juan Sepulveda, Claimants. Case no. 93, Southern District of California,
185231863, UC Berkeley Digital Collections, accessed January 16, 20Pdtps://digicoll.lib.berkeley.edu/record/265839.;
Hadley MearesgThe Colonists: The Many Cultures That Have Called Palos Verdes Peninsula H&B& SoCakKCET June 18,
2015, https:/imww.kcet.org/shows/california-coastakttrail/the -coloniststhe-many-culturesthat-havecalledpalosverdes
peninsulahome.

208 Michael Hixon,0Why theLast Japanese Americafrarmon ThePalos Verdes Peninsul&Vill Endin Eviction6 South Bay Daily
Breeze Nowember 24, 2021.

209 oHistory of Rancho Palos VerdesCity of Rancho Palos Verdes, accessed July 24, 2023, https://www.rpvca.gov/1415/History
of-RanchoPalosVerdes.

210 Megowan,Historic Talesfrom Palos Verdes and the South B&80564.
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Topographic maps of the area from 189@0 1927 show that the presentday community of WestfieltAcademy
Hills was undeveloped hillsidel!l During the early 1900s, the DicaliteCompany began surface mining for crude
diatomite, sediment left behind from the fossilized singleell algae called diatoms, at the presenday site of the
South Coast Botanic Garden, as well as on the land directly east from presgay Crenshaw Boulevar (located
outside the boundaries of the Westfield\cademy Hillscommunity surveyarea) 212 Diatomite has many industrial
uses including filtration, abrasion, and insulating and strengthening components in building materizisBy 1929,
openpit mininghad begunat the site. There was no residential development in the surrounding Westfidldademy
Hills community at this time?214

The land encompassing the Westfieldcademy Hillscommunity remained mostly undeveloped, aside from a
handful of scattered homesteads and continued mining operations, until the Chadwick School opened its doors at
its present site in 1938215 The ChadwickSchool was founded by Margaret Lee Chadwick. She and her husband,
Commander Joseph Chadwick, moved to California and enrolled their children in public school in San Pedro in
1935 .216 Palos Verdesdeveloper Frank A. Vanderlip, Sr. was impressed with Chadv@ciducational vision and
donated the land on which the Chadwick School sits today, as well as the land to the north of the school (present
day neighborhood of Academy Hill8)7 With this donation and additional financial support from the San Pedro
based Roessler family, the Chadwick Seaside School officially opened in 1938 more information on the
Chadwick School see Section 4.4,8Education)?!8 The character of the Westfieldhcademy Hills community
remained consistent through the 1940s, with the mine and the Chadwi@chool continuing to comprise the are&
primary land uses and farming continuing to be an important economic driver. In 1944, the Great Lakes Carbon
Company leased the land on which the mine operated from the Vanderlip farégif/Following the end of World War

Il in 1945, California and specifically the greater Los Angeles region experienced a postwar population boom and
rapid proliferation of singlefamily residential housing, which often took the form of tract housirg both custom

and manufactured homes20 Rapid postwar residential construction extended to the Palos Verdes Peninsula and
was facilitated bythe County® development of a postWorld War Il master plan for the economic growth of the
South Bay at large?! Between 1950 and 1967, the population on the Palos Verdes Peninsula grew from 6,500 to
approximately 54,000. By 1967, only approximately 1,600 acres on the Peninsula remained undevelop&d.

211 National Environmental Title ResearcliwWestfield/Academy Hills [aerial photos and topography map&Historic Aerials and
Topography Maps Courtesy of NETR On]it89681927, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

212 Sam GnerrePalos Verdes LandfigSouth Bay Daily Breeze Blogune 23, 2010,
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2010/06/23/palos -verdeslandfill/; dHistory & Mission) South Coast Botanic Garden
accessed July 19, 2023, https://southcoastbotanicgarden.org/histommission/; Megowan,Historic Tales from Palos Verdes and
the South Bay 73.

213 History & Missiong South Coast Botanic Garden.

214 Gnerre,0Palos Verdes Landfilh

215 UC Santa Barbara LibraryiWestfieldAcademy Hills[aerial photo]d FrameFinder Courtesy of UCSB Library Geospatial
Collection 1928 and 1838, https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/.

216 QA Rich HistongChadwick School, accessed July 19, 2028itps://www.chadwickschool.org/about/arich-history.

27 0 A Rich History,6 Chadwick School

28 0 A Rlicsh ory, 6 Chadwick School

219 Gnerre,0Palos Verdes Landfit Maureen MegowangThe Development of Rolling Hills Estates and Rancho Palos Verdes,
Patch, Deeember 7, 2013, Patch, https://patch.com/california/palosverdes/the -developmentof-rolling-hills-estates-and-
rancho-palos-verdes.

220 CaliforniaCapitol Museum oCalifornia After the Wag Capitol Museum 2024, https://capitolmuseum.ca.gov/exhibits/called-to-
action-californiasrole-in-ww?2/california-after-the-war/.; Caltrans California Department of Transportatign Tract Housing in
California 194581973: A Context for National Register Evaluatigisacramento, California2011, https://dot.ca.gov/ -
/media/dot -media/programs/environmentalanalysis/documents/ser/tract-housingin-ca-1945-1973-ally.pdf, 16.

221 Megowan,0The Development of Rolling Hills Estates.

222 Megowan, O0The Devel op medistorpdf RaRahd FalbsrvVgrdesCityl of Rancho P alos Verdesd
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By 1949, the Westfield residential singléamily subdivisionwas underway (now the WestfielRarks Recreatiorand
ParkwaysDistrictNo.12). The neighborhood is roughly bounded by Palos Verdes Drive North to the north, Crenshaw
Boulevard to the westand the City of RollingHills Estatesto the east and south.The George S. Denbo Company
first developed the neighborhood and offered financingp those buying lots in the neighborhoadHouses in
Westfield were0.5 acres in size and could be custom buik?3 Today, the community consists of approximately 300
singlefamily residences plus community amenities including an equestrian ring located on Eastvale Drive, two
community tennis courts, and various hiking and horsgling trails, on approximately 175acres of topographically
hilly land. Homes in the community are primarily in the Ranch and Contemporary styles and many have associated
equestrian features.

The Westfield neighborhoo® earliest houses were constructed in 1949, including the residences at 26652
Westvale Road and 26633 Westvale Roa#* However, it was not until 1953 that residential development
proliferated in the neighborhoodwhen the Great Lakes Carbon Company purchased 6,800 acres of undeveloped
land in the center ofthe Peninsula (including land in the Westfield/Academy Hills community). After unsuccessful
attempts to mine the land, the Great Lakes Carbon Company aadsociated land were sold off for residential
development. By this time, streets in theWestfield neighborhood had been laid oytand approximately 30
residences had been constructed?s

Early in the neighborhoo@ history, residents formedhe Westfield Property Owners Associatigwhich charged
voluntary dues to maintain the communitg parkland trees, trails, and shared equestrian ring. Two additional tracts
opened to the south for residential development in this period as well. Simultaneously, @ty of Torrance and the
City of Lomita were initiating annexation efforts for land on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, threatening Westield
autonomy. In 1957, the neighboring community of Railj Hills voted to incorporate, and Westfield residents had
to decide whether or not to incorporate themselvess

Westfield residents voted not to incorporate. To respond to both funding and annexation challenges, residents
began looking into the establishment of a park district, a proposal that was approved by thes AngelesCounty
Board of Supervisors in June 1957. The director of County Parks and Recreation, Norman S. Johnson, stated that
the district would serve as abeautification effortd for the residents. At the time, there were 160 homes in the
neighborhood?27 In the special election to establish the district held in August 1957, residents overwhelmingly
voted in favor of the creation of the Westfield Park Recreation and Parkwaistrict No. 12 in August 1957, the
same year the adjacent cities of Rolling Hills and Rolling Hills Estates incorporadd

While the establishment of thepark district did not legally prevent annexation by outside interests, it provided some
protection, as any action to incorporate or annex the area would have to be reviewed by the Los Angéamty
Board of Supervisors who would in turn require documentation that the residents of thpark district wanted

223 gWest fi el dds Ag e nltos Angeles Tsmes-dbruaFy26) EB050¢105 g

224 | os Angeles County Assessor's Office Information Port86652 Westvale Road and 26633 Westvale Roagdéccessed October
2023, https://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/m/.

225 National Environmental Title Researclp, We st f i el d/ Academy Hil |l s [ a€l954,al photos and
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

226 grhe Westfield Stor@y Westfield Directory, 1999, provided to Dudek by the County of Los Angeles Department of Regional
Planning, 19.

227 ogBoard Clears Way for Park iB.V. Area) San Pedro NewsPilot, June 20, 1957.

228 oThe Westfield Storyy Westfield Directory.
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incorporation or annexation.The Los Angeles CountyBoard of Supervisors had never previously approved
annexation of apark districtif the local district board opposed annexatior#?®

TheGreat Lakes Carbon Corporation closed its mining operatiatithe site of the presentday South Coast Botanic
Gardenin 1956 and sold the 150 acres to the County. The County turned the land into the Palos Verdes Landfill in
1957 for $1.1 million, despite opposition from surrounding communities spearheaded by the Committee Against
the Palos Verdes Dump30 The Countys longterm plan wasreportedlyto develop the entire site as a regional park
once it had been filled with wasteand decommissioned.Plans for this regional park included amenities such as
baseball diamonds, a golf course, an amphitheater, and picnic aredsut these plansnever came to fruitionz3!
However,part of the site was successfully reclaimed with the construction of the South Coast Botanic Garden.
Residents of the area, led by Frances Young, petitioned the Los Angeles County Boa&@dmédrvisors to convert the
site into a botanical garden. These efforts were successful, and the garden opened in April 1@6ghibit 7)232 For
more information on the South Coast Botanic Garden, s&ection4.4.7, Parks and Recreation.

Exhibit7. South Coast Botanic Garden prior to redevelopment, looking north. Residences associated with th
Westfieldneighborhoodare visible in the foreground.

Source:Palos Verdes Digital History Archives

The land comprising the presentlay neighborhood of Academy Hills began to be developedl®68, when the
Chadwick School Board of Trustees decided to boost its endowment by selling the undeveloped land to the east of

229 @About UspWestfield Park Recreation and Parkways Distrisb. 12, 2024, https://wprpd.specialdistrict.org/about-us.;
Westfield Park Recreation and Parkways Distridb. 12 documentation, provided to Dudek by the County of Los Angeles
Department of Regional Planning.

230 @Supervisors Confirm Walteria Dump PlanSan PedroNewsPilot, Felruary 14, 1956, 1.; Gnerre,0Palos Verdes Landfild

231 |n addition to the South Coast Botanical Gardethe County creged Ernie HowlettPark, locatedat the west side of the site
(outside the Project study area) Gnerre,0Palos Verdes Landfilh

232 (History & Missiong South Coast Botanic Garden.
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the school to the Presley Development Company, a residential development company specializing in the
construction and sale of manufactured homes33 In 1972, around the time Academy Hills was developed, Presley
had 16 residential communities under construction in Central and Southern California, Arizona, New Mexico, lllinois,
and the Washington D.C. area. The company built and sold more than 2,000 lesmationwidein 1971.234 The
Boise Cascade Company reportedly also sold residences in the neighborh&éd.

The neighborhood of Academy Hills consists of approximately 200 primarily sifghrily residences designed in
the New Traditionalstyle. Academy Hills is roughly borded by Crenshaw Boulevard to the south, the Chadwick
School/Chadwick Trail to the west, Rolling Hills Estates to the east, and Palos Verdes Drive North to the north.

By 1972, nearly all open residential lots in the WestfielAcademy Hillscommunity had been developed with
singlefamily residences, except land on the northern boundaf the community, which was developed with
condominiums between 1975 and 1978. The nearby Palos Verdes Landfill officially shuttered on December 31,
1980, having accepted a total of 24million tons of trash since it opened its doors in 1956. With the landf#
closure came an increase in concerns about the effects of toxic waste and ligeiifom the landfill on the
surrounding communities. Residents of homes near the landfill filed lawsuits over methane gas seeping into their
residences. Despite these concerns, the site was still being considered for recreational development until it was
placed on the Staté list of toxic cleanup sites in 1987 However, reports from theEPAin 2003 and the
Department of Toxic Substancein 2009 found the site of the former Palos Verdes Landfill safe for those living
and working in the area?36

In the succeeding decades, the character and density of the community has remained consistently resideatidl
has retained its equestrian characterChanges have primarily consisted athe demolition of originalhouses for
new singlefamily residential construction; changes to the South Coast Botanic Gar@eicampus as it grew to
accommodate additional plants; and changes to the Chadwick Sch@atampus over the years to support the needs
of its student body.

233 Los Angeles County Building and Safety, building permits for residences located in AcademydAilRich History)Chadwick School.
234 (Prices Begin Under $20,00®)Los Angeles TimesApril16, 1972, 143.

235 gVenture Homes Offer Rustic AtmosphetgThe Van Nuys Newd-elruary 25, 1973, 55.

236 Gnerre,0Palos Verdes Landfild
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4.5 Significant Themes

4.5.1 Agricultural Development

Overview

Agricultural development in the Planning Area begins with the division of the ranchos under Spanish rule. The legacy
of the ranchos in Los Angeles is evidenced today in land use and development patterns established throughout the
County, with much of thedst two centuries of agriculture and modern development following the original rancho
boundaries. The rancho period also witnessed the rise and fall of the hide and tallow cattle industry in Southern
California, which dominated the economy for decades uintihe 1851 California Lands Act and a series of natural
disasters in the 1860s that led to the collapse of the cattle industry and resulted in the subdivision of the ranchos.
Following the fall of the ranchos and the construction of the railroads, agriaut in Los Angeles expanded,
beginning with the cultivation of vineyards, citrus orchards, and walnut trees, as wellraany typesof fruit trees

and vegetables. In the South Bay region, dominant agricultural crops included strawberries, hay, barley, iaral |
beans, celery, and other vegetables. Poultry farming and dairies also constituted significant agricultural land uses
in the area. This cultivation primarily took place on small family farms through the early part of the twentieth century,
when largescale commercial agriculture started to take hold. Between 1909 and 1949, Los Angeles County was
the top agricultural county in the United State3’

The Rancho Era (18341848)

The California Rancho Eratarted under Spanish rule in the late eighteenth century when a small number of land
grants (approximately 30) were made to individuals as a reward for their military service and loyalty to the Spanish
Crown. After Mexico (including presedfay Californid became independent from Spain in 1821, the Mexican
government continued the practice of granting land to private citizensith approximately 750 land grants issued
during the Mexican period38 Ranchos were a mechanism to populatdlta California, with many coastal areas
claimed during the Spanish period for the missions. The vast majority of ranchos were distributed after the
secularization of the California missions in 1834, when the Mexican government reduced the missions tostatus

of parish churches and redistributed the land that was once under ti@urch& control.23® Manyrancho workers
were Native Americans who had previously been forced to live under the mission system and who now worked the
most difficult jobs on the ranchog40

During the supremacy of the ranchos (18321848), landowners largely focused on the cattle industry and devoted
large tracts to grazing. Cattle hides became a primary Southern California export, providing a commodity to trade
for goods, and were known agCalifornia banknotes®?4! Rancheros often traded cowhides for clothing, furniture,
sugar, whiskey, and other goods with American ships anchored off the coast in San Pedro. Hides from Los Angeles
were sent to factories in Boston where they were made into leather shoes, boots, aaddes. Tallow (rendered

237 Rachel Surls and Judith GerbeFrom Cows to Concrete: The Rise and Fall of Farming in Los Angé$asita Monica: Angel City
Press, 2016), 10.
Judith GerberJmages of America: Farming in Torrance and the South B@harleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2008), 9.

238 Karen Clay and Werner TroesketiRanchos and the Politics of Land Claingsn Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of
Metropolitan Los Angelesed. by William Deverell and Greg Hise (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2005662

239 California Missiors Foundation,0The Mission Stong California Ranchosjaccessed August 14, 2023,
https://californiamissionsfoundation.org/the-missionstory/.

240 CaliforniaMissiosFoundat i on, 0 TolCeliforbia Raschos n St or y
241 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete31.
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fat) was used to make candles and soap, and rawhide served as a binding material for making quick repairs.
OSecularization and the continued strength of the foreign market, in turn, drove an economy centeredamchos
and gave increased prominence to ranchera®43 Beef did not become economically significant until after the Gold
Rush in 1849 when the demand for meat from settlers and miners skyrocketed.

California became a U.S. territory in 1848 with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the
MexicanAmerican War, andater becamea state in 1850. Following statehood, political pressure mounted to open
new lands to settlers from the eastern hited States.As a result, Congress passed the California Lands Act in 1851,
which required that all land titles granted during the Spanish and Mexican periods be reviewed to determine their
validity. This proved challenging given that rancho boweries were not precisely definedthey wereoften marked

by nonpermanent or changing markers such as streams, boulders, and tre®4. The California LandsAct gave
landowners?2 years to file a claim with the State Lands Commission. As a result of this law, many rancheros lost
their land or had to sell it to pay their legal feegClaims were rejected either because the original grant was made
in violation of Mexican land law or because there was no evidence that a grant had been mé&de.Landowners
who persevered were often left to deal with squatters who had encroached on their land. ApproximateBt80all
claims in California were approved or patented, with the Los Angeles area slightly above average @283

While theCalifornia LandsAct greatly contributed to the breakup of rancho lands in the Los Angeles area, it was not
the sole causez4’ Horticulture and livestock, primarily cattle, were the currency and staple of ttacho system and
continued to dominate the Southern California.economy through the 185@48 However, a series of natural disasters
(floods and droughts)beginning in 1862 ultimately brought an end to the rancho system? With no ability to pay their
outstanding debts and property taxes, lenders foreclosed on the mortgages, and 10,8@%eto 20,000 -acre ranches
were sold for only $30to $60 each 250 While the drought brought an end to the rancho and cattle era, it also set the
stage for the urban sprawl that was to followAs the era of open range ended, advancements in agricultural
development spurred economic and population growth, rendering cattle ranching obsolete.

The Planning Area overlaps three ranchos (Table Rancho San Pedrdpart of West Carson);Rancho Saisal
Redondo(Lennox, Havthorne Island, Del Aireand Wiseburn) and Rancho de los Palos VerdgdVestfieldAcademy
Hills, La Rambla, and part of West CarspnThe communities of LennoxDel Aire and Wiseburn are located within

an area that became public land as part of the Rancho Sausal Redondo Decision, which placed a disputed 25,000
acres of land in the hands of settlers who had claimed the land under Ul®mestead laws from 1858 to 1868.
The 1862 Homestead Act accelerated the settlement of the western United States by granting adult heads of
families 160 acres of surveyed public land. The ranchos were largely subdivided and sold in the 1870s as
residential lots.251 Alondra Park/El Camino Villagand Hawthorne Island werdocated withinformer public land
bounded by Rancho Sausal Redondo to the west and Rancho San Pedro to the south and #nasot included

in Table 2(Figure10).

242 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete31.

243 Clay and TroeskengRanchos and the Politics of Land Claim&54.

244 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete40.

245 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretey7.

246 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concreteq?.

247 Jeremy RosenbergiHow Rancho Owners Lost Their Land and Why That Matters TatRBS SoCaKCET accessed August 14,
2023, https:/iwww.kcet.org/history-society/howrancho-ownerslost-theirdand-and-whythat-matters-today.

248 R.M. FogelsonThe Fragmented Metropolis: Los Angeles, 1880930 (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1967).

249 J.M. Guinn@The Passing of the Ranchdé Annual Publication of the Historical Society of Southern Califorpisol. 10, no. 1/2
(1915061916): 46653.

250 Fogelson,The Fragmented Metropolis: LoAngeles, 185051930.

251 oThe Sausal Redondo Decisiofl.os Angeles HeraldNowember1, 1873, 13.
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Table 2. Ranchos and Community Areas

Rancho San PedrgDominguez) A West Carson

Rancho de los Palos Verdes A WestfieldAcademy Hills
A West Carson

A La Rambla

Rancho Sausal Redondo Decision A Lennox

A Del Aire

A Wiseburn

Rancho San Pedro (Dominguez)

Themajority of West Carsoris located inthe former Rancho San Pedrd&ancho San Pedro represents the first Spanish

land grant in California. In 1784, Governor Fages (by order of King Carlos Ill) initially gradedquare leagues to

Juan José Dominguez of what would become known as Rancho San Pedro or Dominguez Rancho. Dominguez was a
former Spanish soldier who came to California with the Portola expedition aghin later with Father Junipero Serra.

The massive rancho grew to 75,000 acres and included all of what was then Los Angéhesbor 252

In 1809, after Juan Jose Domingué@ death, Manuel Gutierrez became the executoof Dominguefs estate.
Dominguez left half of Rancho San Pedro to Cristobal Dominguez, his son, and the other half was split between
Mateo Rubin and ManuelGutierrez. In 1810, Gutierrez gave Jose Dolores Sepulveda permission to raise cattle on
the southwestern portion of the rancho. This angered Domingy&ho filed a petition with thegovernor to remove
Sepulveda from the land and remove Gutiérréizownership stake in the rancho in 1817. Thgovernor ordered
Sepulveda off the land and formalized the land grant in 1822 under Doming@®mname only. However, ownership

of the rancho was contested for decades. After numerous appeails,1834 Governor Jose Figueroasued a judicial
decree intended to settle the disputeawarding Juan Capistrano Sepulveda and Jose Loreto Sepulveda 31,629
acres, which comprised Rancho de los Palos Verdes. This partition left the Dominguez family with 43,119 acres of
Rancho San Pedro, reducing the original grant by nearly (a#.

During the MexicarAmerican War, Rancho San Pedro played host to what became known as the Battle of
Dominguez Rancho or The Battle of Dominguez Hill in which Californios, Californian settlers of the Spanish and
Mexican eras, defeated an American attempt teeize Rancho San Pedr&# In 1847, American soldiers reentered
Rancho San Pedro before capturing Los Angeles, which ended Califo@ieole in the MexicarAmerican War.
Following the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Dominguez petitioned the U.S. government for the entirety of his
uncle original 75,000-acre claim. A patent for 43,119 acres was issued to Manuel Dominguez in 1859.By the

time the conflict was resolved, the Dominguez family had spent over $20,000 to obtain a patent for Rancho San
Pedro2%6 Although the Doninguez family eventually sold portions of the rancho, they retained the land now
developed as La Rambla and West Carson into the late nineteenth century. Domingudescendants continue to

own large tracts of the original land grant, which are managed through the Watson Land and Carson Estate

252 (History of Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museuliyominguez Rancho Adobe Museum

253  Megowan,Historic Tales from Palos Verdes and the South B86097.

254 oBattle of Dominguez Hill R&nactment October 3, 2021,6Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museum, accessed August 14, 2023,
https://dominguezrancho.org/2021/07/06/dominguez -rancho-adobe-museumcommemorates?74rd-anniversaryof-battle-of-
dominguezhill/ .

%5 oBattle of D&mctmegtuez Hi Il l Re
256 Clay and TroeskengRanchos and the Politics of Land Claims52866.
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companies?s7? In the late 1920s, the land encompassing SBAP communities within this rancho was subdivided into
large square agricultural parcels east of the burgeoning community of Torrance. The parcels were further subdivided
in the early 1940s to meet the increasinglemand for residential lots?58

Rancho de los Palos Verdes

The land on which Westfieldcademy Hills La Rambla, andhe southern portion of West Carsosit was part of

the 31,629-acre Rancho ddos Palos Verdes. Rancho des Palos Verdes was originally part of Rancho San Pedro.
Following decades of legal battles between the Sepulveda family and the Dominguez family as described in the
previous section, Governolose Figueroa eventually awarded Juan Capistrano Sepulveda and Jose Loreto
Sepulveda 31,629acres of Ranchade los Palos Verdes in 183459

Following the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and as required by the Land Act of 1851, Jose Loreto and Juan
Capistrano Sepulveda filed a claim for Rancho de los Palos Verdes with the Public Land commission in 1TB32.
grant was finally patented in 1880, after years of additional legal disputes. By 1882 Sepulveda had diadd the

land was partitioned intol7 parcels. The largest parcel, consisting of 16,000 acres including most of the Palos
Verdes Peninsula, went to rancher Jotham Bixby (of Rancho Losri@es), who used the land for ranching and
leased some of it to other cattle ranchers and Japanese farmers. The farmers cultivated beans, peas, and tomatoes
on the peninsulas southern slopes and barley, hay, and grain on thh@ancho® northern hills. In early 1913, George
Bixby, Jothan® son, sold 16,000 acres of Rancho des Palos Verdes (having retained 1,000 acres). After repeated
failed attempts to sell the land to various buyers, Frank A. Vanderlip, President of the City National Bank of New
York, anda consortium of 50 real estate investors purchased theancho for $1,591,184 (total of cash, notes, and
option fees)260

In 1914, Vanderlip hired the prominent landscape architectural firm Olmstead Brothers to design expansive
subdevelopments on the Palos Verdes Peninsula that emulated Italian hillside cities. Vand@&liplans were
interrupted by World War | and, before development could resume, teS.Congress seized a portion of Vanderip
property for the establishment of the Point Vicente Lighthouse. While Vanderlip litigated the seizure, the area
remained a largely undeveloped, widepen, green space?6 In 1921, Vanderlip optioned the land to E.G. Lewis to
develop the Palos Verdes Project, which became the future Palos Verdes Estates and part ofCityeof Rancho
Palos Verdes. Lewis was accused of being a conman, however, and in 1923, Vanderlip stepped back in and
established the Commonwealth Trust, financed by approximately 4,000 investors, which took control of the project.
A master plan was developd by Charles Chaney of the Olmsted Brothersay componentsof the master plan
were never implemented, in large part due to the economic impact of the Great Depressiand efforts at
development were further stymied by the onset of World Waé®.In 1953, the Great Lakes Carbon Company
purchased from Vanderlip 7,000acres of undeveloped land, which the company eventually sold for residential
housing development. This land included the presedy community of WestfielfAcademy Hills263

257 History of Dominguez Rancho Adobe Museuwlominguez Rancho Adobe Museum; William Hammond Halletail Irrigation Mapo

258 Robert Lee Johnsonimages of America: ComptoiCharleston South Carolina Arcadia Publishing, 2012); NETRWest Carson,
Calif: 1927,6Scale 1:24,000, Los Angeles: California; NET&RYest Carson, Calif: 194ZScale 1:24,000, Los Angeles: California.

259 Megowan,Historic Talesfrom Palos Verdes and the South Ba963d97.

260 Palos Verdes [Los Angeles County] José Loreto and Juan Sepulveda, Claim@ate no. 93; Hadley MearesdThe Colonists;
Megowan,Historic Talesfrom Palos Verdes and the South Bag4.

261 U.S. Geological SurveySan Pedro Hills, Cali,Scale: 1:24,000, Washington D.C.: Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological
Survey, 1928; MegowangHistory of Rancho Palos Verdes.

262 Megowan,Historic Tales from Palos Verdes and the South Bay$8319.

263 History of Rancho Palos VerdasCity of Rancho Palos Verdes.
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Rancho Sausal Redondo Decision

The communities of LennaxDel Aire and Wiseburn are located within an area that became public land as part of
the Rancho Sausal Redondo Decision. Rancho Sausal Redondo includes the land now developed with the
unincorporated communities of Lennox, Hawthorne Island, Del Air@nd Wiseburn as well as theCties of
ElSegundo, Gardena, Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Inglewood, Lawndale, Manhattan Beach, Playa del Rey,
Redondo Beach, and Torrance.

The governor of Alta CaliforniaJuan Alvaradgpawarded Antonio Ygnacio Avila the 22,468cre Rancho Sausal
Redondo in 1837. Avila cultivated expansive wheat fields on the property, in addition to raising cattle and sheep.
In 1845, Avila increased his land holdings by absorbing Rancho Aguaje de la Centinela. Three years later Americans
flooded into Califonia to find gold, obtain land, and settle thaVest Coast The U.S.government granted Avila a
patent for RanchoSausal Redondo in 1858, the year in which he died. After receiving the patent, his helirsded
Rancho Sausal Redondo and sold most of the land to a Scottistbleman and gentleman farmer, Robert Burnett.
Burnett also purchased Aguaje de la Centinela before leasing both ranches to Canadian immigrants Catherine and
Daniel Freemar#s4

In 1868, Union General William S. Rosecrans immigratedttee County and, while searching for real estate, audited
Rancho Sausal Redond® patent. Rosecrans found that Avifa patent had not been confirmed after his death and
charged Burnett and his tenants with obtaining their properties illegally. In 1872, the U.S. District Court ruled in
favor of the Rosecrans Survey and issued the Rancho Sausal Redondo Decision. The farmere evicted from
their properties and theU.S.Land Office subdivided and soldhe land as residential tracts. The Rancho Sausal
Redondo Decision placed a disputed 25,000 acres of land in the hands of settlers who had claimed the land under
U.S. homestead laws from 1858 to 1868. A final decision in 1873 officially gave them titlettee land and cleared
the way for the area to be subdivided and sold. Within a year, between 800 and 1,08é\tlers had purchased
residential lots265

264 grhe Sausal Redondo Decisiofl os Angeles HeraldNowember1, 1873, 2.; Paul Spitzzerigddf he Gem o f tSome Contin
Early History of Redondo BeaahThe Homestead BlogHomestead MuseumpPecember 28, 2022,
https://homesteadmuseum.blog/2022/12/28/the -gem-of-the-continentsome-early-history-of-redondobeach-1868-1890/.

265 (OThe Sausal Redondo DecisiobSpitzzeri,6The Gem of the Continend.
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Farming (185081959)

In the 1850s, before the collapse of the cattle industry, Los Angeles was Califofitirst wine country long before
Napa and Sonoma would become wod@mous for their vineyards. Native American laborers were exploited for
profit in the Los Angeles wine industry, witlocal officials using alcohol todround upd laborers while they were
intoxicated. Farmers often paid workers with alcohol instead of money, perpetuating the destructive cycle. The
cultivation of wine grapes and the success of the wine industnglped Los Angelesransform from a village into a
small city in the midnineteenth century.

Los Angeles grape growers laid the foundation for a crop that would have the most profound impact on Los Angeles:
citrus. OWhat started as a casual experiment by one Los Angeles grape grower, who planted orange trees out of
curiosity, grew into a farming empire that left an indelible mark on Los Ange®% By 1870, 50 miles of zanjas

open ditches that supplied water to Pueblo residents, spread out across Los Anges®wing the citrus and wine
industries to expand. An influential factor in the decline of the grape industry was the impact of Pi&dgisease,
which is spread by insects and causes vines to die. Citrus wadso more profitable than wine. Over time, many
farmers switched out their vineyards for the more lucrative citrus grovesd the primary crop in Los Angeles slowly
transitioned from grapes to orange&¢’

Other postcattle era agriculture included sheep ranching. After the Civil War disrupted the production of Southern
cotton, the demand for wool greatly increase##® However, like cattle, sheep ranching became problematic due to

a lack of reliable water. In 1872, approximately 10,000 of Rancho San Pe@sheep were sent up the San Gabriel
Mountains to seek better pastures. Fewer than 2,000 returne#? Between 1868 and 1874, wheat production in

the County increased. Much of the harvested crop was shipped to Liverpool, England, which was then considered
a major grain market in Europé&7o

The arrival of the railroad in 1876¢radically changed the prospects of Los Angeles area farmégs! With the
railroad came new options for shipping fruit and other perishable crops long distances. The railroad also brought a
surging demand for farm products and land as new settlers arrived daily. Landowners who had struggled with
farming realized that hey could make more money subdividing their enormous wheat fields into small family farms
and housing tracts, resulting in a land boom that reached its peak in 1887. Water was a key ingredient in the land
boom, with communities beyond the reach of theanjasrelying on new water sources frorhe irrigation companies
that had established themselves throughout the Coun®?2 Chinese immigrants, who had largely arrived in
LosAngeles to work on the construction of the railroads, greatly contributed to the success of farming in
Los Angeles using Asian farming techniques unfamiliar to American settlers. Chinese laborers were often hired by
Americans who wanted to start vegetable farms but lacked the necessary experience.

By 1888, the land boomhad gonebust, leaving behind many inexperienced farmers who often abandoned their
small farms. After the amateurfarmers left, the age of professional agriculture in Los Angeles began. Walnut
farming became a huge industry in Los Angeles, pioneered by the farmer, feminist, and inventor Harriet Williams

266 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete44.

267 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete}4.

268 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete44.

269 C. McGarry@Cattle and Oil: The Dominguez Struggle for Stat$he Toro Historical Reviely no. 1, Julyl5,2016, accessed

August 14, 2023, https://journals.calstate.edu/tthr/article/view/2608.

270 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concreteg3.

271 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete§3

272 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concre66.
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Russell Strongwho was also known as thé&Walnut Queend?’3 Also in 1888, the Los Angeles County Chamber
of Commerce was founded by business and community leaders and became critical in the transition of agriculture
to a professional industry. Under the leadership of Frank Wiggins, thes Angeles CountZhamberof Commerce
undertook a massive and relentless advertising campaign ardold Los Angeles to the natiod?74 County leaders
and developers described Los Angeles as having rich, fertile soil and a perfect yeand climate that could grow

an endless diversity of cropg’> The Los Angeles CountChamberof Commercepublished the first pamphlet
advertising the County as an ideal agricultural region in 1888, proclaimintihat ¢his county offers you cheap
lands, with a soil capable of producing all crops in abundance arinexhaustible in richnessé a climate
unexcelled in the world®76

As the production of citrus, walnuts, and other major crops intensified, so too did the demand for farmworkeéts.
Farm labor was originally primarily conducted by Native Americans, then by Chinese immigrants after the completion
of the railroads. Between 1890 and 1910, the predominant farm labor force were Japanese immigrants, who also
helped fuel the expansion of feming throughout Los Angeles County using farming practices brought from their
home country.278 Native Americas, Chinese immigrants, Japanese farmers, and Mexican laborers walldargeted

with exclusionary legislation and subject to a racist backlash froBaucasianfarmers279

Firstgeneration Japanese immigrants (Issei) antheir children, secondgeneration JapaneseAmericars (Nisei)
farmed throughout the South Bay regionMost of these farmers were tenant farmers, ashe government of
California passed Alien Land Lawin 1913 that prevented daliens ineligible for citizenshipfrom owning or leasing
land. 280 Although not explicitly stated, the law was intended to limit property ownership by Asian immigrants,
specifically Japanese and Chinese immigrants. Initially, Japanese farmers circumvented these racially
discriminatory laws by placing land under the namesf children born in the United States or under corporate
ownership. Subsequent changes to the laws 1920, however, prevented these practices by barring thiand
leasing andownership by America#born children of Asian immigrant parents or by corporations controlled by Asian
immigrants28! Although these laws were clearly based on racially discriminatory categories, the Supreme Court
upheld them as constitutional in1923. 282

Presentday Gardena (located adjacent to Hawthorne Island) particular became a central hub for Japanese
and JapaneseAmerican farmers in the early 1900s, second in population only to downtown Los Angélsgile
Tokyo neighborhood. Between 1902 and 1906, many Japanese families migrated from neighborhoods like West
Adams, Vermont, and Green Meadows to farm in Gardena. In these early years, strawberries were the dominant
crop of the regionand would be transported by wagon from farms to the freight cars dhe dstrawberry ling of

the Redondo Railway andent to wholesale markets in Los Angeles. Gardena was called tbigerry Capital of

273 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to ConcreteZ5.

274 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to ConcreteB0.

275 Nancy Redfeather@s Early Los Angeles A Model for Food and Agriculture in Haw&ii@nolulu Civil BeagtOctober 11, 2020,
https://www.civilbeat.org/2020/10/is -earlylos-angelesa-modekor-food-and-agriculturein-hawaii/; Jill ThrashergLos Angeles
County and the Small Farm MovemerdSherman Library and GardensApril 23, 2020, https://thesherman.org/2020/
04/23/los -angelescounty-and-the-small-farm-movement/.

276 Tom Zimmerman Paradise Promoted: The Booster Campaign that Created Los Angeles 18¥830 (Santa Monica: Angel City
Press, 2008), 60.

277 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete32383.

278 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to ConcreteB6.

279 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretel17.

280 QAlien Land Laws in California (1913 & 19203, Immigration History2019, Immigration and Ethnic History Society,
https://immigrationhistory.org/item/alien -landlaws-in-california-1913 -1920/.

281 @California Law Prohibits Asian Immigrants from Owning Labdqual Justice Initiative, accessed September 8, 2023,
https://calendar.eji.org/racial-injustice/may/3#:~:text=0n%20May%203%2C%201913%2C%?20California,corporations%
20controlled%20by%20Asian%20immigrants.

282 Reft, 0Redefining Asian America 6

D U D E K 12597.03 94

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

Southern California or dBerryland?83 By 1915, however, pervasive strawberry growing in Gardena hadbbed

the soil of its nutrientsé causing some Gardena farmers to diversify their crops into fruits, vegetables, and
flowers, and others to move to nearby Compton, Dominguez, Hawthorne, Inglewood, Torrance, and Harbor City.
Still, the Strawberry Festival was held annually beginning in 1Bland the Japanese Association of Moneta was
formed as the areds population grewzs4

Many Japanese and Japanesé@mericansalso cultivatedland in San Pedro and the Palos Verdes Peninsula, near the
SBAP communities of La Rambla and Westfigddademy Hills George Bixby leased land to Japanese farmers to cultivate
produce and by the early 1900s, approximately 40 families cultivated crops on the Peninsula, with the Ishibashi family
being one of the firs&s> Dry farming was the dominant method of farming on the Peninsula. In 1905, the San Pedro
Vegetable GrowestAssociation was foundedExhibit 8) This group was composed of 40 to 5Brancheslocated along

the &southern band of the Palos Verdes Coast from White Point to Lunada Bay and to the lower levels of the San Pedro
Hillsd on land that was leased from the Palos Verdes Corporatié¢f.By 1938, the grouphad accumulated more than
$60,000 in reserves28” Major crops grown by farmers on the Palos Verdes Peninsula included tomatoes, peas,
cucumbers, corn, melons, and potatoe8 By 1929, Japanese tenant farmers were cultivating 33,730 acres of land in

the County, with the Palos Verdes farm community cultivating 2,000 to 3,500 acrss.

Exhibit 8.Representatives of the South Bay Vegetable Grow@fssociation, 1919.

Source:CSU Japanese American Digitization Projectlifornia State University, Dominguez Hills

283 Gerber,Farming in Torrance and the South Bag.

284 Dale Anne Satolmages of America: Japanese Americans of the South Bé€harleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2009), 25.
285 Megowan,Historic Talesfrom Palos Verdes and the South Bag9.

286 Sato,Japanese Americans of the South Bay, 79.

287 Sato,Japanese Americans of the South Bay, 79.

288  Gerber,Farming in Torrance and the South Ba.

289 Sato,Japanese Americans of the South Bay, 25.
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Poultry farming was also arimportant industry in the South Bay at the turn of the century, particularly in
Inglewood, which was first advertised as a poultry colony in 190kennox, similarly, had a poultry farming
industry in the early twentieth century® Lennox was home to the Chapman Chinchilla Farm, which was opened
by Mathias Chapman in 1918Exhibit 9) Chapman visited South America in 1911 and brought back chinchillas
to the United Statesto breed, initially opening a farm in Tehachapi, Californigat was unsuccessful. After this
initial failed attempt, Chapman opened the successful Chapman Chinchilla Farm at 4957 W&®tth Street in
Lennox29t At the time of its operation, the farm was the only chinchilla farm outside Ghileand allowed visitors

to hold and pet the animals?92 The chinchillas were often sold for their fur, and the farm advertised a mail order
business where anyone in the United States could order a chinchikg The farm operated until the 1950s, when

it closed and the site was redevelopeéd4

Exhibit9. Chapman Chinchilla Farqmwhich was located at 4957 West04th Street in Lennox, 1937

Source:Southern California Edison Photographs and Negativékintington Library

The rise of the oil industry in Los Angeles also greathfluenced the commercialization of farming by making
irrigation possible for more farmers. Gapowered engines allowed water to be pumped from deep underground
and led to the expansion of irrigated crops, creating even greater agricultural diversity. By@, the County had
nearly 8,000 farms295

290  Gerber,Farming in Torrance and the South Bag.

291 oChinchilla Farm Headsuccumbsg@Los Angeles TimesDe@mber 30, 1934, 10.

292 Classified AdS) Business Opportunitieg)Los Angeles TimesJune 25, 1944, 30.;Herman Schultheis Ethel Plays with
Chinchilla at the Chapman FarmVarious sources cite the location of Chapman Chinchilla Farm as Inglewood; however, the farm
was actually located in Lennox.

293 Classified Ad®) Business Opportunitie®

294 Herman Schultheis Ethel Plays with Chinchilla at the Chapman Farm

295 Surls and GerberfFrom Cows to Concrete91.
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From 1910 to 1930, the concept ofésmall farm homeg or dittle farmsd took off with heavy promotion from the

Los AngelesCounty Chamber of Commerce and intensified with the completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct in

1913. The Los AngelesCounty Chamberof Commerceencouraged families to purchase2- to 5-acre plots and

cultivate the plots with vegetables, fruit orchards, and edgying chickens. Racism was embedded in this
promotional campaign® t here was a dark side to this vision of s
middleclass people only. People of color, recent immigrants, and poor or uneducated people were not welo@fie.

By 1925, Los Angelediad become the largest milkproducing County in the hited States. A booming livestock center
was formed in 1922 called the Los Angeles Union Stockyardghich is credited with revitalizing cattle ranching in
Southern California. Southeast Los Angeless considered to be the heart dhe County® dairy industry until after World
War Il when rapid urbanization pushed dairies out of city centers and subutbs.While the dairy industry was
concentrated in southeast Los Angeles, there were also dairies located throughout the South Bay, which were initially
established in the 1920s and were largely extinct by the 196048

The small farm homemovement became even more popular during the Great Depression, despite its challenges.
A 1936 map of agriculture and industry in Los Angeles shows the areas of the Palos Verdes Peninsula being
dominated by vegetables and berries, while poultry farming wasted as a major industry in the area surrounding
Inglewood. Major crops that were cultivated in the presedaly SBAP communities also included berries, vegetables,
and sugar beets??° The pattern of historial farming in the SBAP areas reveals troubling truths about the food
desertsthat many of these communities are in the present daglt® a paradox that exists in much of Los Angeles
County: communities where people have limited access to healthful food sit right on top of what was once rich
farmland that grew an abundance of fresh producé® Ethnic discrimination and mistreatment of farm labor were
exacerbated as the economy declined during the Great Depression. In particular, Mexican farmworkers were
blamed for a shortage of jobs, and thousands of laborers weteepatriateddéto Mexico301

Following the Japanesettack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, President Franklin Roosevelt issued
Executive Order 9066, which forcibly removed the Japanese and Japanesaericars from their homesand
incarcerated them in internment camps. The San Pedro Vegetable Growers Association submitted a proclamation
of loyalty to the United Stateswhich was published in the Palos Verdes News. The Palos Verdes Land Corporation
canceled their land leases regardlesd?? After the forced relocation and internment of Japanese residents,
agricultural production declineddramatically,and the County searched for workers to farm the 30,000 acres of
land previously cultivatedby Japanese farmers. Discovering that most farmersere tenant farmerswithout
formal leases or legal agreementslue to the Alien Land_aws, government officials were able to easily reassign
land that Japanese families had farmed for years or decadé® In order to fill the labor shortage left by the
forced incarceration of Japanese and Japanese Americans, Mexican laborers were permitted to retlwa to
labor shortages during World War Il and the postwar era. The Bracero Program allowed Mexican nationals to work

296 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretel16.

297 Rick HolgundMooove OEm Out : Southeast L.A. County OncelosthagtlesHundr ed
Times March 5, 1992.

298 Gerber,Farming in Torranceand the South Bay9.

299 Federal Writers ProjectAgricultural Income Map for Los Angeles Counti936, Works Progress Administration Photo Collection
TESSA: Digital Collections of the Los Angeles Public Libracgessed August 14, 2023
https://tessa2.lapl.org/digital/collection/photos/id/2538/rec/1 ; Federal Writers ProjectAgricultural and Industrial Map,

Los Angeles County1936, Works Progress Administration Photo CollecticRESSA: Digital Collections of the Los Angeles Public
Library,accessedAugust 14, 2023, https://tessa.lapl.org/.cdm/singleitem/collection/photos/id/2557/rec/1.

300  Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete9l.

301 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concrete147.

302 Sato,Japanese Americans of the South Ba99.
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in the United Statesfrom 1942 to 1964. During the program, thousands obraceros labored on farms across
the County304

Small farms would continue to play an important role the County into the 1940s.dn 1946, the small farms of LA
provided over 50% of the food for the growing city. There were 300 small dairies, 16,000 acres in vegetable
production, thousands of acres of fruit and nut orchards, hundreds of egg and poultry farms, and 3,500 larger farms
and cattle ranches®% However, many Japanese and Japanese American farmers did, mstcould not,return to
their farms at the end of World War II, which contributed to the postwar decline of the agricultural industry in the
region30é After the war ended, the intensive focus on local food production was replaced with unprecedented
population growth throughout Los Angeles and thenlted States.

By the midtwentieth century, new residential subdivisions and freeway developmertiad begunto overtake
farmland, with the land devoted to agriculture falling by more than 80in the County between 1950 and 1959. It
became increasingly challenging for farmers to stay in business, as farm property was often taxed at the higher rate
used for residential development, and neighbors complained of foul smells emanating into their new sulairb
homes. It was at this time that dairies were relegated tsoutheast Los Angeles or northeastern areas outside
County lines. By the late 1980s, only four commercial dairies survivedthe County307 Flower and vegetable
farming also declined, with most County flower growers moving to less expensive land in Ventura County. As land
prices rose, most farmers irthe Countyhad no choice but to sell their land to eager developers. By the 1990s,
agriculture inthe County was nearly invisiblejpushed out beyond the urban core to the widepen spaces of the
desert or hidden under power lines and in utility rightsf-way 6 Visible evidence of the existence of agricultural
practices in the SBAP or other Los Angeles communities is extremely limited in the present day, with sparse
nurseries occupying land below power lines and scattered walnut and citrus trees, but no evidewnfethe
widespread citrus cultivation, small farms, dairies, or cattRgs

45.1.1 Registration Requirements

Associated Property Types

Initial research indicates there are no extant, previously undesignated properties with the potential to represent
agricultural development in thePlanning Area Significant property types discussed in the theme for agricultural
development in thePlanning Areanclude ranchos and associated buildings; sheep and cattle ranches; strawberry
and vegetable farms; small farm homes; chicken coops; and dairies. None of these property types are extant and
undesignated in thePlanning Areaoday; therefore, registréon requirements were not developed for this theme.
The legacy of agriculturatlevelopment is evidenced today in land use and development patterns established
throughout the County, with much of the last two centuries of agriculture and modern development continuing to
follow the original rancho boundaries.

304 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretel489149.

305  Redfeather,ds Early Los Angeles A Model for Food and Agriculture in Hawaii?
306 Gerber,Farming in Torrance and the South Bag.

307 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretel, 57 8165.

308 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretel77.
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4.5.2 Commercial Development
Overview

Commercial development in the SBAP communities developed in conjunction with the expansion of residential and
industrial development. This section focuses on the commercial expansion of communities such as Lennox, West
Carson, and Alondra Park/El CaminollMige. The major commercial throughfares running east to west or north to
south through the communities were established to accommodate the infrastructure needs of a growing population
and the inhabitants of the new singléamily residential tracts constrated during the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s.

The popularization of the automobile brought with it a decentralization of commercial properties. Properties
developed after the advent of the automobile featured setbacks and parking lots with attentigrabbing sgnage

that encouraged motorists to stop and patronize their businesses. Despite having commercial uses present, many
community members are forced to leave communities in tianning Aredor bigboxstores and supermarket retail
chains. ThePlanning Are& commercial landscape is dominated by vernacular locally owned small businesses.
These businesses are often the backbone of the community and provide more accessible services. The SBAP
communities of La Rambla, Hawthorne Island, Del Ailiseburn, and Westfield/Academy Hills have very little or
no commaecial properties within their boundaries, forcing community members to travel outside of their immediate
area for everyday essentials.

Early Commercial Development (191®1930)

Unlike other portions othe County, commercial development in thBlanning Areavas not a result of the expansion

of the railroad and streetcar linesAlthough both locals and tourists traveled througtommunities such as Del Aire
Wiseburn, Lennox, and Alondra Park/El Camino Village to get to the nearby beaches, this tourism did not result in
large-scale commercial developmenturing this period3%® The majority of the South Bay was agricultural during
the 1910s and into the 1920s, when much of Los Angeles was undergoing lasgeale residential, commercial, and
industrial development. The predominance of agriculture resulted in an overall lack ofnegentation of commercial
buildings from the 1910s and 1920s in the SBAP.

A few buildings from this period candseen in Lennox, along Hawthorne Boulevard, which by 1928 was partially
developed with residential and commercial propertie3® An example of this type of early commercial development
is the Brick Commercial style building at 1080®awthorneBoulevard in Lennox constructed in 192411 The one
story brick building has applied ornament and pilasters accentuated by painted br{ske Section5.2, Architectural
Stylesd Conmercial Properties for image of property) It retains its original pedestriarorientation, with no setback

or space for automobile parking. The building is arranged in a linear row on a main thoroughfare and during its
initial construction would have abutted other buildingshat ran the entire length of the block. Throughout the
County, solid commercial blocks were developed during the 1920s, either one or two stories in height with retail on
the ground floor and residences or offices on the second floor.

Architectural elements fronperiod revivalstyles, including Spanish Colonial Revival and Renaissance Revival, were
used in more monumental and corner commercial buildings. By the 1920s, sign advertising had advanced from

309 Ronald A. DavidsonoBefore &urfurbiad The Development of the South Bay Beach Citigsrough the 1930s.6 Yearbook of the
Association of Pacific CoagBeographers66 (2004): 80394. http://www.jstor.org/stable/24041426.

310 UC Santa Barbara Librargl_ennox [aerial photof.

311 Richard Longstreth,The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American Commercial Architectwalnut Creek, @lifornia:
AltaMira Press).
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painted signs to neon with incandescent bulbs spelling out letters or creatipgtterns and shapes3!2 Al Market,
located at 4158 West 111th Street in Lennoxwas constructed in 1925 and displays several charactatefining
features of the Mission Revival architectural style including a Missidike parapet, stucco exterior cladding,
and clay tile along the parapet wal{Exhibit10). A Market has been in business since the early 1940s and
was probablyoone of the original Mom & Pop marketsin the area.3!3 The original owners of the market were
Aland Lizzie Poach. The couple also lived on the propertycamaintained a residence adjoined to the rear of
the market. Small neighborhood markets were common during this period. These markets provided local
residences with necessities that would otherwise require travelling targer, more distant stores3!4

Exhibit 10.AlB Market located at 4158 Wet 111th Street in Lennox.

Al's MARKET

Source:Google, October 2020.

During the 1930s, there was an increase in residential developments throughout the SBARh areas of land
subdivided into tracts comprising severablocks315 These irregularities are visible in communities such as
Alondra Park/El Camino VillageDel Aire and Wiseburn. The Counfg commercial building stock radically
changed in the evening hours of March 10, 1933, when the 6-thagnitude Long Beach Earthquake hit the
greater Los Angeles area. Commercial buildings and schools, which were typically constructed using unreinforced
concrete or brick, were largely destroyed. The earthquake, worsened by eggliing the Los Angeles oil deposits,
was the deadliest seismic event in Southern California history, killing 120 people. In the rebuilding thatko
place in the aftermath of the 1933 earthquake, the federal New Deal program of loan guarantees led to the
modernization of many commercial propertiesboth in materials and architectural style upon their

312 SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Stateme@pmmercial Development/Commercial Sign<ity of Los Angeles Department of
City Planning, July 2016, 10.

313 Sharon Burbery Soranio Al 6 s M & Ddcartentady of the Community of Lennox, Californ#Q.

314 Soranjo Al 6 s .OMar ket

315 Caltrans, Tract Housing in Californig4.
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reconstruction. New materials included glass blocks, structural glass, neon, and aluminum. Commercial
architectural styles grew to include Art Deco and Streamline Modermgth ornament including zigzags, chevrons,
repeating forms, stylized florals, and stepped archess

Due to an overall lack of development by the 1930s in thelanning Areafew examples of these styles are visible
along thecommunity® main throughfares. One example is the Lennox Market located at 10804 South Inglewood
Avenue in Lennoxsee Section 5.2, Architectural Stylesd Commercial Properties for image of property) The
building was constructed in 1941 but displays elements of the Art Deco style including vertical projections and
clean lines317 Lennox Market functioned similarly to & Market, by providing a limited fulkervice inventory of
household items to people living nearby.

Postwar Commercial Expansion (19381968)

The 1930s brought a slight increase in residential development in ti&anning Areafollowed by a threedecade-
long construction boom during the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s that included residential, commercial, and industrial
properties. The aerospace industry in the northwestern portion of tRéanning Are drove development, including
the creation of new residential tracts. Workers looked for housing and amenities adjacent to LAX and the associated
plane manufacturing plants. Commercial properties were camngcted along main community throughfares
including Crenshaw Boulevard in Alondra Park/El Camino Village dtawthornelsland; Aviation Boulevard and
Inglewood Avenue in Del Airgnd Wiseburn;West1st Street in La Rambla; West Sepulveda Boulevard, West Carson
Street, South Vermont Avenue, and South Normandie Avenue in West Carson; and Lennox Boulddavthorne
Boulevard, and South Inglewood Avenue in Lennox. Within ®lanning Areathe styles of commercial properties
built during this period include Md-Century Modern, Art Deco,-Prame, Googie, Brutalist, and Bavariahlpine
(derived from Programmatic architecture).

The MidCentury Modern architectural style was the most ubiquitous style used for commercial buildings during this
period. Mid-Century Modern design embraced magwoduction with standardized, affordable, and replicable
designs that could accommaodate many programmatic needs and site requiremeetsProgrammatic needs include

the intended use of the building, with its construction varying depending on its location, tenant, and size.-Mid
Century Modern design allowed for more adaptability than earlier architectural styles. The style could be used for
multiple types of commercial properties including medical offices, retail spaces, strip malls, restaurants, grocery
stores, and pharmaciesall of which are present throughout thé&lanning Area.

By 1938, traffic congestion had become a major problem in Los Angeles. The increasing popularity of automobile
travel and consequent emphasis onhighway construction resulted in a largescale change in commercial
architecture. The commercial architecture needed to accommodate automobiles through the development of
surface parking lots, setbacks, and separation from other buildings. New building types emerged, including drive
in restaurants, drivein theaters, car washes, gas stions, and motels. Commercigbroperty types were increasingly
decentralized from the city center due to the increase in mobilizatioBy the 1950s, achitecture and signage had

316 City and County of San Francischlieighborhood Commercial Buildings Historic Context Statement, 1888965, San Francisco
Planning Department, February 17, 2016, 7880.

317 Virginia Savage McAlesteA Field Guide to American Housg®ew York: Knopf, 2018), 586582; SurveyLA Citywide Historic
Context StatementArchitecture and Engineering: L.A. Modernism, 1983980, City of Los Angeles Department of City
Planning, August 2021, 5@64.

318 McAlester,A Field Guide to American House6308646.
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to be visually interesting and quickly read to capture the attention of passing c&#8.This was completed using
bold neon letters, vibrant colors, futuristic and geometric shapes, and unexpected building forms.

One of the newly developed commercial architectural styles that embodied these ideas was the Googie style, which
was introduced after World War [IThis caroriented architecture was characterized by a sculptural structure,
dominant signage, and vast expanses of glass that provide transparency at night. Designs based on the concept of
transparency promoted visibility because of their use of elongateddistorted roofs, extended beams and columns,
and spearlike protruding objects, which attracted the attetion of passing motorists32 The Lennox Car Wash
located at 10709 HawthorneBoulevard in Lennoxwas constructed in the early 1960s using the Googie character
defining features of geometric shapes, dominant signage, and spdie protruding objects or fins that extend into

the sky 6ee Section 5.2 Architectural Stylesd CommercialProperties for image of property. The car wash is
located alongHawthorne Boulevard, a predominantly caoriented boulevard with a median and three lanes of
traffic on either side. Utilizing eyeatching architectural techniques allowed business owners to catch the attention

of a constantly moving potential customer base.

Programmatic architecturevas popularall over Los Angeles Countyiroughout the twentieth century?2! The goal

of Programmatic architecture was to capitalize on the growing automobile culture and clearly show the goods and
services available with the use of oversized objects and design moti@versized objectsseen throughout Los
Angeles include a barrel, a camera, and multiple donui& Although there is no known Programmatityle building

in the SBAP, the West Carson shopping center Alpine Village (833 West Torrance Boulevard) displays similar novelty
and whimsey as the Programmatic architectural stylésee Section 5.2 Architectural Syles 8 Commercial
Properties for an image ofAlpine Villagg The property was constructed in 1968 by two German immigrants, Josef
Bischof and JohanndHansd Rotter, who came to the United States in the 1950s. The approximately -ddre
Bavarianstyle shopping center represents thethemed shopping center building type which, similar to
Programmatic architecture, used an ethnic theme to drive business. Alpine Village created a unique shopping
experience and became a sociand cultural center for German and other European groups in the South Balpine
Village included Alpine ‘Market; Alpine Village Restaurant; a collectiohadditional shops; a chapel; and the
LosAngeles Turners Museum, which was dedicated to German and German American Traditions and Cé#ure.
The Themed Shopping Center used thBavarianAlpine architectural style to attract tourists by emulating the
appearance of a small village. Similar to the Programmatic style, the Bavarfspine style often visually reflected
the German products and foods sold within a business In 2020, Alpine Village was designated Los Angeles
County Historic Landmario. 7. In 2023, however, the property was sold to a new owner and shop ow@deases
were terminated. Alpine Village isurrently vacant32s

Modern Commercial Development (19681990)

The SBAP communities did not undergo major deindustrialization like other portions of the County in the 1960s.
The communities were greatly impacted by the development of the aerospace and aviation industries in the South

319 Alan HessGoogie Redux: Ultramodern Roadside Architectug®an Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2004), 4565.

320 SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Stateme@pmmercial Development and the Automobile, 1911970, City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning, August 2016, Z23.

321 ¢Early Los Angeles Programmaiftyle Buildings)Water and Power Associatesccessed March 2022,
https://waterandpower.org/museum/Programmatic_Style_Architecture.html.

322 JanelleZaragTake a Road Trip Through Ameé&Architeatdad Digdsi AugustBs; 2088nt r i ¢ Ar c h

323 QAlpine Villagey Los Angeles Conservancy

324 ASM Affiliates Inc.Los Angeles County Landmark Evaluation Report for Alpine Villageepared for the Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning, October 2019, 52 and 77378.

325  ASM Affiliates Inc.L.os Angeles County Landmark Evaluation Report for Alpine Villag@d62 and 77578.
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Bay. The postwar years saw a period of economic prosperity in the United States andhan County, as
manufacturing and industrial development continued to proliferate. The aerospace industry, particularly the
defense industry, expanded due to the Cold Waaind the South Bay became a leading region for aerospace
development and manufacturing. The expansion of the aerospace industry resulted in the continued construction
of commercial properties throughout thé’lanning Areaalong main throughfares. Commerciauildings from this
period continued to reflect the automotivéoased travel of the earlier decades, with the construction of gas stations,
car repair shops, smog inspection stations, tire shops, and glass repair shopsarchitectural form, the buildings
were undistinguishedwith little ornament and a high number of alterations due to frequent tenant changes. Typically,
they wereconstructed as simple stucco boxes intended to be adaptable and used for a variety of usdse 1980s
saw the end of neon andother handdesigned signage, replaced by computgienerated and massroduced vinyl,
plastic, and metal cutouts. Posi980 signage can be seen throughout the SBAP communities, replacing the broken
and nolongerilluminated signs from earlier decade§zé

By 1990, the commercial strip property type dominated thBlanning Are& commercial throughfares such as
Crenshaw Boulevard in Alondra Park/El Camino Village, West Carson Boulevard in West Carson, and South
Inglewood Avenue in Lennox. Commercial strips refer todslung commercial buildings with front parking lots and

tall auto-oriented signs that ine wide thoroughfares extending from downtowns into the suburB&. Compared to
commercial development from the 1920s, these buildings were set back, with parking taking priority over the
building and the pedestriai® experience of the building. Commercial uses in strip configurations were identified as
negatively impacting some residential neighborhoods due to traffic, lack of parking, fumes, and noise. As a result,
most residents conducted their retail shopping ouide of the area. Buildings of the type in thé&lanning Area
typically included smaller, locally owned retail and office uses such as liquor stores, restaurants, nail salons,
pharmacies, dry cleaners, medical clinics, insurance agencies, ami#cco stores

Aside from fastfood chain restaurants, there is an overall lack of bigox stores and corporate businesses
throughout thePlanning AreaThe communitie§commercial landscape is overwhelmingly vernacular, with a large
concentration of small, locally owned establishments. These businesses frequently occupied buildings that were
not originally constructed for commercial use such as residences. Residences avarodified with the installation

of storefront windows and doors, ramps, and commercial signage. Insteof purchasing large commercial signage
to distinguish a converted commercial property from its original residential use, frequently business owners would
paint the exterior wall to advertise what thewere selling; this was similarto Programmatic architecture, but more
cost-effective and temporary. Painting the exterior of converted commercial buildings allowed for automotive
passershy to understand quickly what that business sold. Examples in the SBAP include Lennox ipollennox
(10822 South Inglewad Avenue) (Exhibit1), a chicken restauranf with rotisserie chickens painted along the front
and side elevations Lalas Snack Landn Alondra Park/El Camino Villag€l5207 Crenshaw Boulevard)an ice
cream shop with food painted on the front elevatiopand Jeffs Barber Shopgn Hawthorne Island13409 Crenshaw
Boulevard) with the colors of a barbe® pole painted around the primary entry. A number of these locally owned
establishments can be classified aslegacy businessegjwhich are businesses thahave been in operation for over

20 years and serve as anchors in their communitiess

326 SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Stateme@pmmercial Development/Commercial Signg0.

327 |CF International and Freedman Tung & Sasa&Restructuring the Commercial StripA Practical Guide for Planning the
Revitalization of Deteriorating Strip Corridoxsprepared for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agenagcessed March 3, 2022,
https://nacto.org/wp -content/uploads/2015/04/Reconstructing -the-commercialstrip_ICFinternational.pdf.

328 (Celebrating Legacy Businesseasl.os Angeles Conservangyccessed September 21, 2023,
https://www.laconservancy.org/issues/celebratingegacybusinesses.
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Exhibit11. Lennox Pollo located at 10822 South Inglewood Avenue in Lenndisplaying exterior murals.

II'II '.'.b. e
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Source:Google, April 2022.

4521 Registration Requirements

Associated Property Types

The property types with the potential to represent thggnificant trends in commercial development include stand
alone retail and restaurant buildingsoffice buildings banks, car washes drive-up/roadside restaurants and signs.
Groupings of commercial buildings, such as those found concentrated in a commercial corridor, may be eligible
collectively and constitute a historic district. Commercial buildings may also be eligible individually. Within the SBAP
communities,eligible buildings, signs, and districts mainclude those developed along historial streetcar routes

in the decades before World War II; those developed specifically to attract and accommodate customers traveling
by automobile; those that represent specific events in the development of the County; and those that were the
primary place of busiess for an important business or a person significant within the commercial development
theme. Only properties with demonstrated significance and integrity are eligible for designation.

Eligibility Standards

A Resource las a direct andsignificant relationship to a significant period of commercial development in the
SBAP communities; and/or was the primary location of an important business; and/or was the primary
place of work of an individual important within the theme of commercial defopment

A Resource reflects commercial development during one of the significant periods in the commercial
development of the SBAP communities and embodies the distinctive characteristics of commercial
development from that period. The periods are:

- Early Commercial Development (191d1930)
- Postwar Commercial Expansion (1938.968)
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A

- Modern Commercial Development (19681990)

Simply being a commercial resource is not enough to justify eligibility. An eligible resource must have been
important in the overall business and commercial development of the County. Examples might include
resources related to very early businesses, piearing businesses, and businesses particularly important

to the local economy and culture, such as restaurants and markets. Early commercial corridors near transit
centers may be eligible fortheir association with the are& overall growth and developmentbut this
association must be proven to be important.

CharacterDefining Features

A

> > > D> >

> >

Constructed in one of the popular architectural styles for commercial buildings of the per{adhich include
but are not limited to Art Deco, Brick Commercial, M@entury Modern, Arame, Brutalist,and Googie) or
may have a utilitarian design without many architectural details bfeaturing distinctive sighage

Signage attached to a building or freestanding in a parking lot

Features typical of commercial design, such as large display windows and signage

Buildings and corridors reflectingarly commercial development and postwar commercial expansion
Buildings that formed the original community or town centers

Buildings abutting the sidewalk with no setback

Multistory buildings with residential or nowtommercial uses above the ground floor or to the rear
Commercialdevelopmentpostwar may reflect moreutomobile-oriented developmentwith large parking lots

Considerations

A

A

Eligible resources should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and
Association from their period of significance as defined in Section 3

Setting may be compromised by nearby construction that patdtes the period of significance

The majority of the resourc& original materials and design features must remain intact and visible,
including wall cladding, windows, fenestration pattern and size of openings, roof features, and details
related to its architectural style or commercial functian

Limited door and window replacements may be acceptable if they are located on secondary elevations, do

not change the original fenestration pattern and size of openings, and are compatible with the original
design of the resource

If a resource is a rare surviving example of its type and/or period, a greater degree of alterations that have
already occurred may be acceptable

In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible as a good example of an
architectural style from its period and/or the work of a significant architect or builder

In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible under the Public Art, Music,
and Cultural Celebrations theme for murals
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4.5.3 Industrial Development

Overview

The growth and development of communities within thelanning Areahave been significantly influenced by the
development of industry inthe County over the last 150 years, with the primary industrial drivers within tRk&anning
Areabeing the establishment of rail lines, oil and gas development, and manufacturing, including chemicals, rubber,
and aviation and aerospace. The communities of the SBAP are situated near railroads,Rad.Aand the Port of
Long Beach, LAX, and the4D5, 1-110, and I-105 freeways, all of which allow for easy movement of manufactured
goods withinthe County and beyond. While only Lennox and West Carson have industrial development directly
within their boundaries, many of the SBAP communities are in close proximity to industties have created jobs
and new growth opportunities This type ofdevelopment alsosolidified a legacy of environmental injustice and
health issues that have especially affected communities of col(ee Section4.5.1 for a discussion of agricultural
industrial developmen}. Additional information about the role of Pacific Electric in the SB®Residential and
commercial development can be found in relevant themes.

Rail (18696Present)

Railroads played an important role in industrial growth the County. The 1860s and 1870s brought the expansion

of transcontinental rail lines to Los Angeles. Southern Pacific arrived in 1868nd the Atchison, Topeka, and
SantaFe Railway arrived in 18832° The last major railroad completed to Los Angeles was the Union Pacific in
1905.330 With the transcontinental lines complete, southwestern Los Angeles was connected to the nationwide rail
system. The new rail lines had freight cars that transported goods through the South Bay to Los Angeles from the
Port of Long Beachand the POLA Areasnear rail lines became the ideal locations for factories that produced,
assembled, and distributed manufactured goods. Within 20 years, Southern Pacific operated 325 miles of rail lines
in the County, and the Santa Fe operated 80 milé&8!

In addition to the arrival of the freight trains was the Pacific Electric, formed in 1901 by real estate tycoon Henry
Huntington. The first Pacific Electric line began in 1902 along Long Beach Avenue and Willowbrook Avenue, the
same alignment as todags Metro Blue Line332 These trains not only provided passenger service but also
coordinated freight. GAtypically for an interurban, the system served as a gathering network for carload freight
shipments from citrus groves, manufacturing plants, oil refineries, warehouses, and the harbor at San Pedro. The
three line-haul railroads serving Southern Califoraii Santa Fe, Union Pacific, and especially Southern Padific
depended on the Pacific Electric to some degreg33 The Red Cars reached their peak between 1923 and 1924
with 109 million passengers annually. However, in just 10 years, ridership dropped to 54 million with the onset of
the Great Depression. Ridership rose again during World War 1l to support gasolinetaadationing but fell sharply

in the early postwar years. Pacific Electric was sold in 195#d the last train between Los Angeles and Long Beach
ran in 1961.334

329 oCollectionsp Southern California Railway Museupaccessed on September 8, 2023, https://socalrailway.org/collections/.

330 0 Col | e 8autheonrCalifordia Railway Museum

331 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development

332 John E. FisherTransportation Topics and Tales: Milestones in Transportation History in Southern Califqra@essed August
31, 2023, https://ladot.lacity.org/sites/default/files/documents/transportation -topics-and-tales-milestonesin-transportation-
history-in-southern-california.pdf.

333 G. Mac SebreepHistory of the Pacific Electric RailwayClassic Trainsaccessed onJuly 31, 2023, https://www.trains.com/
ctr/railroads/fallen -flags/rememberingthe-pacific-electricrailway/.

334 John E. FisherTransportation Topics and Tales
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Oil (1892dPresent)

In 1892, two failed gold miners, Edward L. Doheny and Charles A. Canfield, arrived in Los Angeles in search of oll
and opened theitd &rst oilproducing well at what would become the Second Street Park Oil Field, later known as
the massive Los Angeles Oil Fiel® The field was originally located near downtown Los Angelaad the first well

was established in the presentiay location of Echo ParkiBy 1900, Los Angeles had become the oil capital of the
West 36 with more than 600 derricks pumping oil in current and formerly residential neighborhoods. In 1921,
major newoil discoveries were made in Signal Hill and Torrance, sparking another oil boom in Los Angéledlhe

Los Angeles basin became the largest and most productive oil field in the world during the 192%§.In 1932, the
Wilmington Oil Field would become the last of the large fields to be establist¥#¥ The Inglewood Oil Field was
established north of Inglewood near the community of Lennox in 1924 and wee 18th-largest oil field in the state.

Several smaller oil fields are neathe SBAP communities.The Rosecrans and South Rosecrans Oil Fields,
approximately3 miles west of Comptorand nearest to the communities of Alondra Park/El Camino Village and
Hawthorne Island, were discovered in 1925 and 1939, respectively. As of 2000, the Rosecrans Oil Field produced
over 83 million barrels of oil and over 167 million cubic feet of gas. The Domgirez Oil Field, which began drilling
operations in 1921, is located in Carson, east of the community of Wesar€on. Initially, the Dominguez Oil Field
failed to produce a significant amount of oil, but after the completion of Union Oil Comp@anyew well in 1922,
development of the field proceeded rapidly and was fully developed by 1923. The Dominguez Oil Field peaked in
1925, producing over 26 million barrels between 1923 and 192640

Additional oil fields in the vicinity includehte Howard Townsite Oil Fieldvhichis near Hawthorne Island Del Aire,

and Wiseburn Originally drilled in 1919, production would not take place until 1940. The field was not deemed
adiscoveredduntil 1947 when Shell began drilling operations. The form@otreroQil Field is located to the northeast

of Lennox. Oil drilling started at the Potrero Oil Field in 192&ith discovery occurring in 194641 By 1937, the
field only had one renaining oil pump and the site was decommissioned for new residential and commercial
development in 1963342 The Del Amo Oil field, located in Torrance, was struck in 1921 by the Chanslor Canfield
Midway Oil Company, a subsidiary of the Santa Fe Ray. At its peak in the midl920s, the field included 1,482
wells, and it measured 3,775 acres by 1933343 Most of the wooden wells were dismantled in 196344

Today, more than 70,000 active and 35,000 idle oil wells remain in place throughout California, with over 20,000
active, idle, or abandoned wells spread out across the Coufty. dFew U.S. cities are punctured with such a

335 Stephen M. TestagThe Los Angeles City Oil Fieddil Industry Histor§, no. 1(2005): 798100.

336 Cecilia RasmussengL.A. Redux, The City Then and NoWps Angeles TimesAugist 28, 1991, 280.

3 Rasmussen, oL. A. Redu28). The City Then and Now

338 M. Davis,0Sunshine and the Open Shop: Ford and Darwin in 1920s Los Angedédetropolis in the Making29no. 4(1997): 96.

339 Rachel Schnalzerg®A Par al | el Hol | ywood Storyd: How L. ALo®$Ange®s Time8Boom S

December 8, 2021.

340 Q0iHndustry Historyy Petroleum History Institute8, no. 1 (2007), accessedon September 12, 2023,
http://www.aegsc.org/chapters/inlandempire/pdf/Oil-Industry%20History%20Volume%208%20Nov%201%202007.pdf

31 0 0lindust r yPetidlewsntHistory Insttute8, no. 1.

342 Herman SchultheisOilWells at the Potrero Country Club Golf Cours@epartment of Natural Resources Division of Oil and Gas,
oMap of the PotreroQil Field

343 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development81.

344 Sam GnerregTorranceBecomesan Oil Boom Towiin the 1920s,6 South BayDaily Breeze BlogOcbber 18, 2014,
http://blogs.dailybreeze.com/history/2014/10/18/torrance -becomesan-oil-boomtown-in-the-1920s/.

345 Jill Johnston and Bhavna Shamasundeti. 0o s Angel esé6 Long, Troubled History with
Yearsof Health Concerng) The ConversationFebruary 3 2022, https://theconversation.com/los-angeleslongtroubled-history
with-urban-oil-drilling-is-nearingan-end-after-yearsof-health-concerns175983.
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concentration of old drilling sits, with tens of thousands of residents living nearb§46 The SBAP communities are
also near major oil refineries, the largest industrial source of smogausing gases and carcinogenic pollutangs’
These refineries includethe ElI Segundo Refinery, the Torrance/Mobil refinery, and five refineriestime nearby
communities of Wilmington and Carso#f8

The abundance of oil in the Los Angeles area pided a baost to related industries, including farming with gas
powered engines that allowed water to be pumped from deep underground, creating more access to water and the
ability to have a greater diversity of crop®¥? The oil industry also led to the development of several important
related manufacturing industries irthe County, including automobile, rubber, and stegdn January 26, 2022, the

Los Angeles City Council unanimously voted to take the first step toward phasing out all oil and gas extraeitbin

city limits by declaring oil extraction a nonconforming land use, which was adopted in December 2022. This was
followed by a unanimous vote by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to phase out oil extraction in
unincorporated County areas in November 2022, wiiiavent into effect in January 202350

Manufacturing (191161997)

Only Lennox and West Carson hawetive industrial development directly within their boundarigesalthough the
other communities within thePlanning Areaare near industrial developmen{such as that on Aviation Boulevard in
Del Aire)and the entire South Bay region has long been an important industrial economic huliie County351 In
Lennox, industrial development is concentrated on La Cienega Boulevard, between #ie13 freeway to the west
and LAX to the east. These buildings were primarily constructed between the late 1950s and 1970. Most of these
industrial buildingsare one or twostories with undifferentiated stylesalthoughsome exhibitinfluences of theMid-
Century Modernstyle (11010 South La Cienega Boulevard; constructed 1960) or the New Formalist style (10834
South La Cienega Boulevard; constructed 1970).

West Carson has extensive industrial development, which is predominantly concentrated on the nistiuth
Vermont Avenue, adjacent to the110 freeway, the northern portion of West Carson between V§e190t Street
and West Del Amo Boulevardnd the east side of Normandie Avenue. There is also extensive truck traffic along
Torrance Boulevard, which runs eadtvest. Most of the industrial development in and adjacent to West Carson
dates from World War Il onward.

Although located outside of West Cars@boundaries,the Montrose Chemical Corporation site and the Del Amo
facility have had asignificant impact on the healthand environment of West Carson.These are designated
Superfundsites, meaning they arehigh-priority hazardous waste sites that contain substances that pose a risk to
human health or the environment and are listed on theational Priority List (NPL) In 1980, Congress passed the

346 Mark Olalde and Ryan MenezesDeserted Oil Wells Haunt Los Angeles with Toxic Fumes and Enormous Cleanup Gdsis
Center for Public IntegrityMarch 5, 2020.

347 Erica Yee and Hannah Getahu@l'he Los Angeles and Long Beach Port Communities: Hot SgotsPolluted Air LAist,February
2, 2022, https://laist.com/news/climate -environment/a-hot-spot-for-polluted-air-by-the-numbers.

348 James W. GibsomL.A. UndergroundEarth Island JournalSpring 2015, Earth Island,accessed on September 8, 2023,
https://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/magazine/entry/la_underground/.; Chris PerezgLA: The Biggest Urban Oil Field
in the World?9 Medium, September 4, 2020, https://medium.com/age-of-awareness/losangelesthe-biggesturban-oil-field-in-
the-world-9eecOb67e3ec.

349 Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretedl.

350 Johnston and Shamasunde. o s Angel esd Lomg, Troubled History.

351 Westfield/Academy Hills, located on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, is the only community in the SBAP that is not directly atljace
to industrial development; however, the South Coast Botanic Garden used to be a diatomite mining operation and was then the
Pdos Verdes Landfill until 1961.
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Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, which created the NPLremdres
potentially responsible partiedo conduct or fundsite cleanup 352

The 280-acre Del Amo synthetic rubber facilitis located around the northern noncontiguous portions of West
Carson The Del Amo facility opened in 1942 to produce synthetic rubber to support World War 11 efforts. It was
operated by theU.S. government but included three manufacturing plants that were operated by Shell, Dow

Chemical Company, U.S. Rubber Company, Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, and others. Shell purchased the

facility in 1955 and continued to operate it until 1972, wherthe plantwas closedpermanentlyand dismantled3s3

The 13-acre Montrose Chemical Corporation, which producdigle toxic pesticide DDTand adjacent Sacre Jones
Chemical Inc (1401 Del Amo Boulevard)is located directly next to the northwestern boundary of West Carson in
the Harbor Gateway neighborhood of Los Angeles on Normandie Avetde he Montrose Chemical Corporation
opened its facility in 1947 and, although DDT was banned for use in the United States in 1972, continued
producing DDT for international markets until the facility was shut down in the early 198885.

Additional adjacent industrial development, including théArmco Land Reclamation Sitea state-designated
Superfund sitewhich is the former location of a steel manufacturer located in Torrance at 1524 Border Avenue.
The Armco Land Reclamation Site opened in September 1911 as a steel manufacturing facility owned by the
Union Tool Companynd became Armco in subsequent yearsultimately closing in1985.35 Pollution and
dumping fromMontrose, Del Amo, and Armceoontinue to affect the health of West Carson residents to this day.
For more information on the effects of these sites on the health of the West Carson community and the
communitydriven efforts to cleanup these sites, seeSection4.4.3.1 Subtheme Environmental Injustice.

While no longer active, the community of Westfield/Academy Hills has a history of mining at the presknt site
of the South Coast Botanic GarderDuring the early 1900s, the Dicalite Company began surface miniagthe
presentday site of the South Coast Botanic Garddor crude diatomite,sediment left behind from the fossilized
singlecell algae called diatomswhichhas many industrial uses>7 By 1929, openpit mining began at the siteand
in 1944, the Great Lakes Carbon Company leased the land to continue mining operatigmsrchasing the land in
1953. That year, the Great Lakes Carbon Company sold the landtie County and it became part of the Palose
Verdes Landfill until 1961, when the land was redeveloped to become tB®uth Coast Botanic Gardefrs

Aviation‘and Aerospace (19161991)

The SBARommunities were greatly impacted by the development of the aerospace and aviation industries in the
South Bay although the majority of aviation and aerospace related industrial properties are located outside the
boundaries of the SBAP communitiesAdditional esearch would be needed tospecifically identify individual
historical associations between existing industrial properties and these industries.

352 U.S.Environmental Protection Agencypel Amo and Montrose Superfund Sitegl.
353 U.S.Environmental Protection Agesy.Superfund SiteDel Amo Los Angeles, CA. ¢
354 U.S.Environmental Protection AgencgMontrose Chemical Corporatiad
35 U.S.Environmental Protection Agencg, Mont r ose Chemi@radv e€Cn,r po3mati ioml. 6Narr a69 ves
356 Julio Moran,0Armco Closes Out 75 Years of Smoke and Jobs: Torrance Loses Its Last Old Fadtoy Angeles TimesFekruary
28, 1985.
357 Sam GnerrePalos Verdes Landfit 0History & Mission) South Coast Botanic GardenMegowan,Historic Tales from Palos
Verdes and the South Bay73.
358 Gnerre,0Palos Verdes Landfils Maureen Megowang@The Development of Rolling Hills Estates and Rancho Palos Verdes

D U D E K 12597.03 109

MARCH 2024

of



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

The aerospace industry has driven growth the County since the earlywentieth century. This growth was spurred
by organized civic boosterism campaigns by the Los Angefésunty Chamber of Commerce, newspapers, and
entertainment companies that advertised the regids wideopen spaces and temperate climate as the ideal
location for testing new aviation and aerospace technolo§sf. In January 1910, theLos AngelesCountyChamber
of Commerce hosted the Los Angeles Aviation Meefhich wasthe first international airshow in the United States
and was attended by 226,000 peopleat the Dominguez airfield, located in presertay Carson (approximately-3
miles northeast of West Carson$8® At the Dominguez airfieldn December1910, Archibald Hoxsey broke the
world® altitude record reaching 11,474 feet361 The training of 10,000 new pilots during World War 1 further
contributed to increased interest in and awareness of aviatio#2

In addition to the available open space and favorable climatéhe County® relaxed labor laws and already
developed infrastructure proved appealing to manufacturing companies, prompting the region to become an
epicenter of aviation and aerospace development in the 1920s. In 1926, the Air Commerce Act formalized the
industry by forming he Department of Commerce Aeronautics Branchvhich constructed maintained, and
chartered airways andcreated safety regulations and pilot qualificationgé3 Charles Lindber@ successful 1927
transatlantic flight prompted even greater public interest in aviatiorand by 1928, more than 20 airframe and
aircraft manufacturers were located in Southern California. Los Angeles was also using airplanes for mass transit
at this time, with 53 landing fields (including Mines Field, preseday LAX located within 30miles of Los Angeles
City Hall364

Mines Field, presenday LAX, was developed in the 1920s and is adjacent to the communities of Lenridel Aire

and Wiseburn. In 1926, the City of Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce solicited proposals for sites for a municipal
airport. William Mines, a real estate developer and member of the Inglewood Chamber of Commerce, submitted
the Mines Field site. In 1927, the Citpf Los Angeles chose Mines Field for the newunicipal airport and signed a
650-acre lease. The airport opened as the Los Angeles Municipdiport on October 1, 1928. The first hanger was
constructed in 1929 and is still extant and operational to this day. The airport was renamed the Los Angeles
International Airport in 1949365

By 1929, Southern California was home to 40% of all planes and pilots licensed by the federal governré@nthe
areas surrounding SBAP communitiesere home to manyaerospace factoriesthat created jobs for members of
the SBAP communities. Large aviation and aerospace companies opened in the vicinity of the airport after its
establishment, including Douglas (1932; El Segundo), Nortbp (1932; moved to Hawthorne in 1940), and North
American (1936; Inglewood). Other major manufacturers in the region included Lockheed Aircraft Corporation,
Hughes Aircraft Company, and Vultee Aircraft Corporatfn.

359 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development171.

360 Tom ZimmermanParadise Promoted 147.

361 Thesite of the Dominguez Airfield has been redeveloped with industrial buildings; however, the site is California Historical
Marker No. 718 and there is a stone marker with a plaque noting the site as the location of the Initial United States AirtMee
California Historical LandmarkspCHL No. 718 Site of Initial United States Air MeétLos Angeles)2016,
https://www.californiahistoricallandmarks.com/landmarks/ch718;

Ashleen KnutsengHistory and Revival of Southern California's Aerospace Indusidyly 9,2019, PBS SoCal KCET
https://www.kcet.org/shows/blue-sky-metropolis/the-history-and-revivaltof-southerncaliforniasaerospaceindustry.

362 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development171.

363 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development171.

364  Knutsen, cHistory and Revival of Southern California's Aerospace Indusiry.

365 JeanChristophe Dick OLAX Historg

366 SurveyLA]ndustrial Development171.

367 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development177 and 179.
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By 1937, 2,300 workers were employed in industrial facilities at or near the airpéf In 1939, the Gty of
Hawthorne built a landing strip at 12101 Crenshaw Boulevard, north of Hawthorne Island. The City constructed the
landing strip as part of a deal to entice aviation entrepreneur Jack Northrop to move operations, which he did in
1940.369 Additional facilities dedicated to aviation manufacturing were established surrounditNprthrop. The
United States Army Air Force began usitige landing stripfor the war effort almost immediately after it opened©
Thefacility was renamed Hawthorne Municipal Airport after World War Il in 19%8.

World War Il prompted even more dramatic growth in the aviation industry in-Los Angeles. President Franklin
Roosevelt called for 50,000 new planes for the allied war effort in 19482 That year, the aviation industry
employed more people in Southern California than any other industry, and almost tadlfiLos Angeles Gunty
manufacturing jobs were in aviatiod’3 By 1941, when the United States joined the war, almost 13,000 new
industrial workers arrived irthe County monthly374 Throughout the warthe Countyhad around 2 million aerospace
employees and produced approximately 300,000 airplanes> The postwar years saw a period of economic
prosperity in the United States and ithe County, as manufacturing and industrial development continued grow.

The aerospace industry, particularly the defense industry, expanded due to the Cold War, and the South Bay became
a leading region for aerospace development and manufacturing. An aerial image from 1959 shows that the area
surrounding the Hawthorne Munigal Airporfinorth of Hawthorne Island and close to Lenngel Aire and
Wiseburrfihad a number of manufacturing operations, including Extruders IncElectromagnetics, Northrop,
Magnetic Research, Hughes Aircraft, North American Aviation, United Aircraft, arlReséarch. Concentrations of
aviation manufacturing facilities also developed in other areas near SBAP communities, including in El Segundo
(Exhibit 12)

368  Dick, 0LAX Histong

369 Sam GnerretHa wt hor ne Muni cilipiathe edrly dapsofrthe desospace imdustly

370 James Richard WilburngSocial and Economic Aspects of the Aircraft Industry in Metropolitan Los Angeles During World \War I,
Ph.D. diss. (University of California, Los Angeles, 1971), 14.; Gnedtawthorne Municipal Airport

371 Gnerre,0Hawthorne Municipal Airport

372 Zimmerman,Paradise Promoted 151.

373 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development177 and 179.

374 SurveyLA]ndustrial Development, 176.

375 Knutsen, cHistory and Revival of Southern California's Aerospace Indusiry.
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Exhibit12. Aerial photograph looking north and showing Hawthor@endustrial center with major companies
labelled, 1959. The northernmost boundary of the Hawthorne Island community is visible (indicated with red
arrow). Lennox is to the west of Imperial Highway3(05) but is not visible in this photograph.

Source:Los Angeles Herald Examiner Photo Collection/University of Southern Califobigital Library.

Startingin the late 1970s, d_os Angeles County changed from a highly specialized manufacturing center to a more
decentralized and diversified metropolig, with traditional manufacturing firms closing or moving out of the
region37¢ While aviation and aerospace jobs in the SBAP communities continued to be a major economic diver
the region, many large firms moved out of the Los Angelesea in the late 1980s. By 1991, the end of the Cold
War, the local aerospace industrnhad lost 5,000 jobs, losses that were attributed to reductions in defense
contracts37’ In the 1990s, over two dozen major aerospace firms merged into BoeiklgDonnell Douglas,
Lockheed Martin, and Raytheoflughes378 Aviation and aerospace industries continue to be prevalent in and
adjacent to the communities surrounding LAX and the formMorthrop site.

45.3.1 Subtheme: Environmental Injustice (1920s aPresent)

Air and Noise Pollution

While the story of oil in Los Angeles is often portrayed as an exciting time of growth and discovery supported by
boosterism, it left many residents within the SBAP communities and other regionghie County with significant
environmental and health concerns. Workinglass communities in the 1920s were initially supportive of the oil

376 Emily E. StrausDeath of a Suburban Dream: Race and Schools in Compton, CaliforfRailadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2014), 153.

377 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development 184.

378 Knutsen, cHistory and Revival of Southern California's Aerospace Indusiry.
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fields because of the promise of better jobs, but after experiencing explosions, oil spills, and pollutive damage to
their land and water, these communities began to push backoday, dout onethird of County residents live less
than a mile from an active well site. Many of the active oil wells are in historicdlgtino and AfricanAmerican
communities that already experience high levels of pollutiéf® As pollution increased during the 1920s, local
opposition to oil drilling developed in Los Angeles suburbdn many southland communities, the process of
identifying and regulating the problem of oil pollution arose within a particular institutional framework: the
institutions of the working class®8® Organized workinglass labor became an important element in
environmental protests against oil in the 1920s0More importantly, working people helped to frame one of the
most important questions confronting the modern world: what is the role of government in the affairs of private
industry and civil society@s!

An interactive map of active and idle oil wells in California indicates that there are still dozens of active and idle wells
both within the southern portion of West Carsoand directly adjacent to the communit§s east and west boundarie$82

The communites of Del Aireand Wiseburn also h&e two idle oil wells withintheir boundaries. Lennox, Hawthorne
Island, La Rambla, and Alondra Park/El Camino Village are adjacent to idle oil wétesearch shows that people
living near these urban oil operations suffer higher rates of asthma than average, as well as wheezing, eye irritation,
and sore throats. In some cases, thimpact on resident&lungs is worse than living beside a highway or being exposed
to secondhand smoke every dagee3 While these hazards are well known and documented, the State of California has
no laws for the distance that an active oil well needs to be from communities where people live. The communities of
the SBAP are also located near major oil refineries, incladifive in Wilmington and Carson thain 2020 emitted
over 6,000 tons ofnitrogen oxideshydrocarbonsand fine particles and 1.3 million pounds of toxic pollutants such

as benzene3s4

The South Bay region experiences high levels of air pollution from freewagkanes, and the nearby ports of
LosAngeles and Long Beach, which are the busiest ports in the United States and Southern Calif@rféagest
single source of pollutior?8s Communities living near the ports breathin high levels of pollutants, predominately
diesel exhaust fromport activities, nearby energy and other heavy industriesruck, train, and vessel traffic and
commuting traffic386 In 2009, the South Bay area had the largest rate of coronary heart disease in tbaunty, and
by 2010, the area contained the highest rates of asthma sufferers the County387

All of the SBAPcommunities, other than Westfield/Academy Hills, are locatemtljacent to majorfreeways. The-l
405 freeway alone which runs through Lennox, Del Aire, Wiseburn, and adjacent to West Carson and Alondra
Park/El Camino Villagewas the fourthmosttraveled freeway in the countrywith an annual daily average of

379 Johnston and Shamasundel. os Angel esd® Looing, Troubled History.

38 Johnston and Shamasunder, 0 Nansy QiamyiekhaensiCities Sacrificed ol th@Altér bf©d: Hi st or y
Popular Opposition to Oil Development in 1920s Los Angel@éEnvironmental History3, no. 2 (April 1998): 197.

38l QuamWi ¢ k ham, 0Cities SaceB.ficed on the Altar of Oil

382 Qil wells in West Carson arprimarily located between West Lomita Boulevard to the south, West Sepulveda Boulevard to the
north, the F110 freeway to the east, and Normandie Avenue to the west.

383 QuamWi ¢ k ham, 0Cities Sacrificed on the Altar of Oil ., 203.

384 Yeeand Getahun 6The Los Angeleand Long Beach Port Communitie§.

385 |Los Angeles Times Editorial Boardgditorial: PortPollution Is a Crisis.l t Gbiegto Take More Thara $20 Container Feeto Fix,6
Los Angeles TimesOct 26, 2022.

386 Los Angeles Times Editorial Board:ditorial: PortPollution Isa Criss.6, Yeeand Getahun dThe Los Angeles and Long Beach
Port Communitiesd

387 oBetween the 110 and the 405: Environmental Injustice in South Los Angel@SCOPBIlog November 27, 2017,
https://scopela.org/between-the-110-and-the-405-environmentalinjustice-in-southlos-angeles/.
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383,500 vehicles in 2021.388 Those who live withirl mile of freeways suffermuch higher rates of asthma, heart
attacks, strokes, high blood pressure, gestational diabetes, lung cancer, and feem births 389

Air pollution from freeways is exacerbated by truck traffic going through SBAP communities. Nine percent of
South Bay residents live withib00 feet of a truck route, and about eight percent live within close proximity to a
manufacturing facility390 Orji Ulu Ezieme, an environmental researcher associated with the DAAC who conducted
a study on truck traffic in theWest Carsorcommunity, said that dour truck research found nine hotspots in the area
where airborne particulate consistently registers higher than the acceptable le@d The DAAC in West Carson is
proactively working to prevent additional warehouse projects in and adjacent to their commupigy.

Air pollution resulting from departing and arriving planes at LAX has also had significant health and environmental
consequences for SBAP communities adjacent to the airport, particularly Lennekich is located directly beneath
LAXS flight path (Exhibit 13)393 Ultrafine particulates resulting from condensation of hot exhaust vapor from
airplanes can go deep ito the lungs, make their way into the bloodstrearand spread to the brain, heartand
other critical organs. Although emissions of slightly larger exhaust particles are regulated, ultrafiaeticles are
not.3%4 Protestsattempting to reduce air trafficover the decades including an action filed in the Superior Court to
halt jet traffic over the community in 1959 have proved largely unsuccessfli?s

388 Office of Highway Policy InformatiodJop 25 Most Traveled Locations by Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADTS,.Department
of Transportation, February 2021, https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/tables/02.cfm.

389 Tony Barboza and Jon Schleusd,.A.Keeps Building Near Freeways, Even Though Living There Makes Peopledtios
Angeles TimesMarch 2, 2017; USC Environmental Health Centeideferences: Living Near Busy Roads or Traffic Pollutin,
accessed September 8, 2023, https://envhealthcenters.usc.edu/infographics/infographitivingnearbusyroads-or-traffic-
pollution/referencesliving-near-busyroads-or-traffic-pollution.

390  Between the 110 and the 4056 SCOPBIlog

391 gToros Educate West Carson on Pollution RisksCalifornia State University Dominguez Hills, March 17, 2023,
https://news.csudh.edu/west-carsonpollution/#:~:text=Cynthia%20Babich%2C%20founder%200f%20the, %E2%80%9CWe're%
20choking%20here.

392 Del Amo Action CommitteegNo! Not Another Warehousé&accessed September 12, 2023,
https://delamoactioncommittee.org/no-not-anotherwarehouse/.

33 Pinho, ORel i. ®f to Residents

394 Dan Weikel and Tony BarbozaP | a rEzhaust Could Be Harming Communities Wp 10 miles from LAX) Los Angeles Times
May 29,2014.

395 OLA Residents Protest Jet§Concord TranscriptNowember 18, 1959, 7.
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Exhibit13. A plane landing at LAX over a residence in Lennox

Source:Dudek, August2023, IMG_3088.

A 2014 study conducted by researchers at the University of Southern California and the University of Washington
found that ahe extent of the pollution [from air traffic at LAX] is so large that it challenges previous assumptions
that roadways are the most significant pollution threat to urban residenés Researchers calculated that it would
take between 174 and 491 miles of freeway traffi or about 20% to 50% of the highways ithe Countyito generate
levels of pollution equivalent to those detected east dfAX&9 For communities directly adjacent to LA%uch as
Lennox, some readings found pollution almost 10 times above the normal level. The study also found particle levels
6 to 8 times above normal within a few miles of LA

Plane traffic has also resulted in high levels of noise pollution. In the 1970s, five school districts sued ,LaX
Lennox received funding to soundproof two schodi® Additional grants for soundproofing for residences around
LAX, including unincorporated communities like Lennox, ran from 1997 to 203%.In 2005, a settlement between

the Lennox and Inglewood school districts and Los Angeles World Airports was reacivbich wouldprovide $110
million in noise mitigation over the next 10 yeardn 2011, the Board of Airport Commissioners approved an
additional $10 million to soundproof Lenno® schools and in 2021, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
granted $20.5 million to soundproof homes near LAX, including in Lenrfé& Despite these soundproofing efforts,
many of which came to fruition due to the activism of citizen groups such as the Lennox Coordinating Council, the

396 Neelakshi Huddaet al., cEmissions from an International Airport Increase Particle Number Concentrationfodl at 10 km
Downwind¢ Environmental Science & Technology8, No. 12, (June 2014);Weikeland Barboza P | a rEehaustod

397 Neelakshi Huddaetal, O Emi ssi ons from an I nternational Aérport I ncreasete
398 Leo C. WolinkskyoRebuilt Under Ground, School Officials Suggestos Angeles TimesJune 11, 1978, 582.
39 Pinho, ORel i. &f to Residents

400 QAirport Board Approves $10 million in Soundproofing for Lennox SchodBaily Breeze Segember 19, 2011 ; Pinho, 0Relief
to Residents6
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community still experiences high levels of noise pollution, which has been showiidisrupt sleep, adversely affect
academic performance of children, and could increase the risk for cardiovascular disease of people living in the
vicinity of airports@#ol

Superfund Sites and Community Activism

Rapid industrial developmentespecially during and after World War |l, further created substantial pollution for
communities in thePlanning Areaparticularly West Carson, which is in the top 20% of communities most burdened
by pollution in the state402 The Montrose and Del Amo Superfunsites have particularly detrimentally affected
West Carsois community health.Over the course of Montrose Chemical Corporati@noperations adjacent to
West Carson, the facility discharged millions of tons of DDT into the Codmtyewage pipeline, which empties
onto the Palos Verdes shelf in the Pacific Ocedf? Wastewater and raw materials were also released into the
ground, reachingthe groundwater, or offproperty into an inclined, open drainage ditchNaste was also hauled

to a nearby vacant lot near W&t 204th Street and disposed of at landfills and in the Pacific Ocea®el Amo
dumped chemical and waste products into the soil and groundwater beneath the site and id-@acre waste pit
comprisingfour inclined evaporation ponds and sixnlined waste pits to the south of the site94

The EPA conducted soflamplingin the yards of several residential homes on We204th Street in West Carson
south of the Del Amo waste pits in the 1990s. While the sampling did not identify contaminates related to the Del
Amo site, the tests identified large quantities of technicgirade DDT in two yard45 Spurred by community
concerns that this contamination was widespread, the EPA began laggale DDT removal action for residential
properties along W& 204th Street. Cleanup efforts in this area, called the relocation zone, required residents to
be temporarily relocated fo years from 1994 to 1997.406

During this period, the DAAC was formed to address community health issues and serve as a representative party,
advocating for the buyout of the residence® 204th Street. The group lobbied for government support, engaged
news outlets, and worked with toxicologistsiniversities,and political figures#07 Negotiations between the DAAC,
the EPA, Shell, private consultants, property appraiseend others continued for years. In 1996, an agreement
was met for Shell to fund the buyout and demolition of the homes in the relocation zone and create a permanent
relocation plan for displaced resident$% As a result, the residences were demolished to create a buffer zone
between the manufacturing sites and the adjacent residential neighborhooéss.

Shell sold the relocation zone land to theos AngeledNeighborhood Land Trust in 2015and in 2018, ground was
broken to develop Wishing Tree Park on the site, West Car&dirst park. This effort was possible due to the efforts

of the DAAC and community activists who advocated and lobbied for funding for the project for years. Layers of
contaminated soil were removed from the site before the ground was sealed with a barrier angdpted with two
additional feet of uncontaminated soil.410 In 2020, the EPA reached a $56.6 million settlement with several

401 Mathias Basneret al., 0Aviation Noise ImpactsState of the SciencejNoise Health19, No. 87 (MarctdApril 2017): 41850.

402 Del Amo Action Committee)About Us: Organizational Histoyaccessed September 8, 2023,
https://delamoactioncommittee.org/about-us/.

403 Marla Cone,0Disappearing DDT@Los Angeles TimesMay 21, 1998, 41.

404 U.S.Environmental Protection Agencypel Amo and Montrose Superfund Site$.

405 Graves,0Spatial Narratives of Struggle and Activisd§9.

406 Gr aves, o0OSpati al Narratives of Struggle and Activism,?©é
407 Graves,0 Spati al Narratives of Struggle and Activism,&é6 70.
48 Graves, OSpatial Narrat7/l.ves of Struggle and Activism,?©o

409 Del Amo Action CommittegWishing Tree Parld
410 Clara Harter,d_ongawaited Wishing Tree Par&Daily Breeze Aug 20, 2020, https://www.dailybreeze.com/2022/08/20/long -
awaitedwishingtree-park-nearscompletiontin-west-carson/.
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companies including Montrose Chemical Corporation and JCI Jones Chemical for groundwater cleandbpeat
Montrose and Del Amo Superfundites.411

The legacy of the Del Amo synthetic rubber facility and the Montrose Chemical Corporation facility, as well as other
industrial sites such as the statedesignated Superfundsite Armco Steel Corporation in Torrance, have resulted in
ongoing detrimental environmental and health effects for West Carson residents, particularly due to high levels of
soil and groundwater contamination. Cynthia Babich, the Executive Director for iW@AC said of the pollution:
owWede facing a 5,000year cleanup here. B reallylonger than that, but that how long ifil take just to make the
groundwater safe*!2 These issues are compounded by the continued manufacturing and industrial usages that
exist adjacent to West Carson in neighboring communities, including Harbor Gateway and Torrance to the west and
Carson to the east!3 In June 2022, the Los Angeleounty Board of Supervisors adopted the Green Zone
ordinance, whichseeks to enhance public health and land use compatibility in the unincorporated communities
that bear a disproportionate pollution burdert4

Community groups have long played a pivotal role in advocating against industrial development that would worsen
community health. In the late 1980s, Lennox residents and groups including the Lennox School District and the
Lennox Coordinating Council fouglaigainst the construction of a concrete plant on LAXvned land adjacent to the
community at 5299 West 111th Street, which would contribute to alreadgxisting high pollution levels. The South
Coast Air Quality Management District found that at this timemnox recorded the seconghighest carbon monoxide
rating in the South Bay15 Writing in opposition to the development of the concrete plant, Superintendent of the
Lennox School District Kenneth Moffett statedit is inconceivableto me ... that a cement plant would even be
considered for this congested area, in addition to all the air pollution from the airplanes, automobjlead major
freeways surrounding this entire area. | cdnhelp but wonder if Lennox were a white, middiglass community, if

this same site proposal would be madél¢ Despite years of opposition from the Lennox community, the Los
Angeles Board of Airport Commissioners came to an agreement with Torrabased Greené& Ready Mixed
Concrete Company to build a plant adjacent to Lennox in 1989. Today, the concrete plant is owned and operated
by CalPortland.

4.5.3.2 Registration Requirements

Associated Property Types

Industrial development in thePlanning Areacan be divided into three major sectoff$rail, oil, and manufacturing

and the subtheme of environmental injustice. The legacy of industrial development is evidenced today in land use
and development patterns established throughout the County, with many of the major transportation corridors
following patterns established byhe rail and oilindustriesin the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and

by freeways in the twentieth century. The legacy of industrial development is also apparent in the patterns of
environmental injustice that reflect the absence of separatio between toxic industries and residential
development. Only properties with demonstrated significance and integrity are eligible for designation. A grouping

411 Alejandro DiazpEPA Reaches $56.®8/illion Settlement for Groundwater Cleanup at Los Angeles Area Superfund SitesS.
Environmental Protection Agency, August 14, 2020, https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epeaches566-million-settlement-
groundwatercleanuplos-angelesarea-superfundsites#:~:text=LOS.

412 groros Educate West Carsod.

413 Yeeand Getahun 6The Los Angeleand Long Beach Port Communitie8.

414 Los Angeles County Department of Regional PlannigGreen Zones Programaccessed October 20, 2023,
https://planning.lacounty.gov/longrange-planning/greenzonesprogram/.

415 Tim Waters,0Concrete Plant Wins OK Despite Lennox's Proteétisps Angeles TimesJune 8, 1989, 12 and 14.

46 Waters, O0OConcrete Plant Wibns OK Despite Lennox's Protests
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of industrial buildings located along an industrial corridor or a campus of buildings constructed for a particularly
important business may be eligible collectively and constitute a historic district. Industrial buildings may also be
eligible individually.Eligible industrial resources may include those developed early in the Codtyistory, those
that housed an important industrial business, and those that were the primary place of work for a person significant
within the industrial development theme.

While some aspects of the built environment reflect the influence tifie rail and oil industries and the legacy

of environmental injustice, there are no identified resources that retain integrity or are property types that
have the potential to reflect a significant association with thesenportant trends in industrial development in
the Planning Area Rail lines and oil wells are typically standardized and utilitarian; while their influence on
land use patterns is noteworthy, the physical tracks, ties, wel and drills are not properties with a specific
association that reflects significance.

Property types reflecting the trend of manufacturing include industrial buildings constructed for important national
and local businesses. Aerospace, chemical, and rubber manufacturingeres particularly important in the
development of thePlanning AreaMany of the operations at these manufacturing plants shut down in the 1970s
and 1980s and representation of these industries are limited in the built environment

Eligibility Standards

A Resource hasa direct and significant relationship to industrial development; and/or was the primary
location of an important industrial business; and/or was the primary place of work of an individual
important within the theme of industry

A Resource eflectsindustrial development during one of the significant periods in the industrial development
of the SBAP communities and embodies the distinctive characteristics of industrial development from that
period. The trends and their periods of significance are:

- Rail (18690Present)

- Oil (18926Present)

- Manufacturing (191161997)

- Aviation and Aerospace (19181991)

- Subtheme: Environmental Injustice (19208Present)

A _Simply being an industrial resource is not enough to justify eligibility. An eligible resource must have been
important in the overall industrial development of th@lanning Arezor within its larger respective industry.
Examples might include resources related to very early industries, leaders within their respective fields, and
industrial companies particularly important to the local economy, such as major employers.

CharacterDefining Features

Utilitarian plan and materials

N

A Exhibits elements of the popular architectural styles for industrial buildings of the period, including Mid
Century Modernand New Formalist

A Features typical of industrial design, such as:
- Loading docks
- Large roltup doors
- Large bays of steel sash windows
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- Monitor windows along the roofline for daylighting
- Exposed structure and materials

Considerations

A Eligible resources should retain integrity oEocation, Design, Materials, Workmanship, Feelingnd
Associationfrom their period of significance as defined in Section.3

A Setting may be compromised by nearby construction that pegates the period ofsignificance

A The majority of the resourcé original materials and design features must remain intact and visible,
including wall cladding, windows, fenestration pattern and size of openings, roof features, and details
related to its industrial function and architectural style

A Limited door and window replacements are acceptable if they are located on secondary elevations, do not

change the original fenestration pattern and size of openings, and are compatible with the original design
of the resource

A Signage may have been removed or replaced without impacting designation potential if the new signage
does not detract from other charactedefining features

A If aresource is a rare surviving example of its type and/or period, a greater degree of alterations that have
already occurred may be acceptable.

A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible as a good example of an
architectural style from its period and/or the work of a significant architect or builder

454 Infrastructure and Public Transit
Overview

The first railroad inthe County was completed in 1869 and catalyzed the rapid development of national, regional,
and interurban freight and passenger conveyance networks in the region. Between the late nineteenth century
and the midtwentieth century, railroads contributed to rajg population growth and influenced settlement
patterns 417 Railroad development slowed in the early twentieth century as the growing availability of the
automobile put pressure on county governments to develop an alternative network of transportation
infrastructure centered on roads and highways. By 1920, the magsoduction and availability of automobiles,
combined with another regional population boom caused by continued migration to the area and annexations of
smaller communities, resulted in a prevalentdcar cultured that molded the Count® road and highway
infrastructure. During the mid and late twentieth century, the County replaced passenger and freight rail
networks with large interstates and regional road networks. Although the popularity of interurban rail travel via
the Los Angeles Metro System has growsince its latetwentieth century development, automobileelated
infrastructure continues to dominate thePlanning Aredandscape#18

Another aspect of infrastructure development in thBlanning Areavas the distribution of electricity. Transmission
towers and lines are associated with innovations in the distribution of power throughdbe County41® Electric
power generation and distribution infrastructure ithe County was initially owned and constructed by smaitivate

417 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development.

418 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development

419 SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context StatemeRyblic and Privatenstitutional Development, 18531980, City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning, August 2017.
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local companies because early power systems could only serve small geographic areas. The industry evolved to
what we know it as today: a single larg@ublic utility with expansive infrastructure. The infrastructure associated
with electricity remains a visible element of th@lanning Ared& built environment420

Railroads and Trolley Lines (186861912)

In 1869, Phineas Banning and John Downey opened the first railroad in the County, the Los Angeles and San
Pedro Railroad The new railroad transferred freight from the burgeoning port at San Pedro Harbor to downtown
Los Angeles#21 Soon after, the Union Pacific Railroad established the Los Angeles Terminal Railroad (San Pedro
Division), which connected major dairying centers to ports and markegs.In 1901, Henry Huntingto® Pacific
Electric streetcar line began to lay track for an interurban railway network for passenger service, the first
interurban electric railroad network irthe County, popularly known as the Red Car or PERy system (Exhibit#3%).
The firstPacific Electric line ran from the downtown core of Los Angeles to Long Beach along Graham Avenue
The lines operated at a loss and primarily served to increase the value of the real estate in the areas they served,
most of which were owned or subdivided by Huntingtd® By 1903, a trolley linehad beenestablished from Los
Angeles to Santa Monica and down the coast to Redondo Beach. Additionally, the Santa Fe had a rail line that
ran from Redondo Beach to El Segundo and included a station in the Del Ainel Wiseburncommunities. Travel

to the South Bay area became more accessihland day trips to the area increased during this period. Although
the majority of thecommunities within the South Bay regiowere primarily agricultural during this period, travel
through the communities of Del AirgWiseburn, Lennox, and Alondra Park increased as a result of tourism spurred
by the nearby beacheg25

The arrival of Pacific Electric sparked a battle with Southern Pacific for dominance of the re@i@bectric railway.
WithdThe Great Merger of 1911 Huntington sold his interests in Pacific Electric to Southern Pacific, except for the
Los Angeles Railwagyf which he retained control. The merger placed most of the regd®interurban railway under
the control of Southern Pacific. By 1914, over 1,600 Pacific Electric trains ran within four operating districts that
divided Los Angeles. The line to Redond@®ach via Play del Rey was one of two electric railway lines to the beach
operated by Pacific Electric prior to World War Wijth the other running from Los Angeles through Gardena and
Torrance426 All the communities within theSBAR other than Westfield/Academy Hills, had Pacific Electric lines
located directly within or adjacent to their boundaries that were used to transport goods throughout the redidn.

420 gFirst Electricity in Los Angele§Water and Power AssociatesiccessedSeptember 8, 2023 https://waterandpower.org
/museum/First%20Electricity%20in%20Los%20Angeles.html.

421 SurveyLA|ndustrial Development435.

422 A Railroad CenteglLos Angeles TimesJaruary 1, 1891.

423 General Land OfficegOriginal Survey of 003.0912.0W, Downey) 1:24,000, Klokan Technologies, 1868 and 1874.

424 Caltrans, Tract Housing in California2.

425 Davidson oBefore Gurfurbia684.; Bob JensonpA History of Wiseburn School Distriét

426 Megowan,Historic Tales from Palos Verdes and the South B&y863137.

427 Jeff Wattenhofer,0Mapping the Historic Routes and Few Remains of Lésigeless Massive Streetcar Systend, November 9,
2015, https://la.curbed.com/2015/11/9/9902244/red  -carmap-Hos-angeles.
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Exhibit 14.Lines of the Pacific Electric Railway in Southern California, circa 1912.

Source:D.W.Pontius, Cartographer, Library Special Collections, Charles E.

Roads and Highways (21061990)

= PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY Eii¥oeaia

~

Not Equalied by any Trolley Trip in the

QRAH’GE EMPIRE IRll]lI.EY TRIP " &

wtiag Famens Minien Ion 1 Riseratd
A TAYS JUODET 6 175 MIES TR
Gudo-Lnetume S Cor

MNALE HIGR SCENIC TOUR $250
THROOGH WONDERLAND L

orld at

e
Mo 5. Bibon

“0ld Mission—BalloonRoute” T*9
TWO DOLLARS' WORTH OF PLEASURE $1 50
TWO DAYS' TRAVEL REDUCED TO ONE, FOR

i X NROVTE

i
TROLLEY
1P

Young Research Library, UCLA.

In 1910, Los Angeles Countg Chamber of Commerce began to mark#tie County as the ideal location for national
industrial firms to open branch factories because of the proximity to the rapidly developmggst Coastmarkets,
easy access to freight rail, and inexpensive real estate In 1911, the Ford Motor Company established a Los
Angeles factory to produce its trademark Mod&1429 Two years later, in 1913, Ford introduced the assembly line,
a revolutionary innovation in autamanufacturing, and began to masproduce the ModelT at an accelerated
pace 430 During the midtwentieth century, Los Angeles became the largest automobile and ay@rt producer on

the West Coastand nationally wassecond only to Detroit31

Between 1920 and the midtwentieth century, the interurbarrail systems lost commuters as the regional car culture
grew. Between 1919 and 1929, the population othe County doubled, marking the largest population boom the
County since the railroadiriven rate war in the 1880s. Correspondingly, the number of registered vehicles on the
road climbed from 141,000 to 777,000, and by 1929,the County was home to more cars per capita than any other

428 dMany Motor Cars: Automobile Industry Ranks High in United States with Many Millions Back of Busifiess,Angeles Times,

March 6, 1910.

429 Mark S. FostergThe ModeilT ,
Pacific Historical Review4, no. 4 (November 1975) 483.
430 Kat Eschnerdn 1913, Henry Ford Introduced the Assembly Line: His Workers HateiBimithsonian Magazine December 1, 2016,

Los Angel esd

Ur ban

Gd owt h:

https:/mww.smithsonianmag.com/smartnews/one-hundredand-+three-yearsagotodayhenryord-introducedassemblyline-hisworkers

hated-t-180961267/#:~:text=He%20first%20fully%20implemented%20his%20innovation%200n%20December,makers%20put%o
20together%20entie%20cars%20at%200ne%20station.

431 David BrodslyL.A. Freeways: An Appreciative Ess@8erkeley: University of California, 1981), 9.
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city in the world. Local railways were replaced with roads developed for automobile traffcTourism in the South
Bay area rapidly increased around this time due to its accessibility and its proximity to beach res&a®8y 1940,

the trolleylines to the South Bayhad suffered significant operating losses and were thus terminated. After World
War I, the interurbantransit systemsexperienced a sharp decline in ridership that, due to private automobile
ownership, never recovered. In the mitlventieth century, Southern Pacific reduced its interest in the Los Angeles
Railway system by selling or terminating interurban liné%t In 1939, the Los Angeles Transportation Engineering
Board published a plan calling foexpress highwayshroughout Los AngelesA plan was devised by the chairman

of the Road and Highway Committee and members of the Automobile Club that included eliminating street railways
and subsidizing them with bus services on surface streets and elevated motorwéasssThis plan was adopted by
the County Regional Planning Commission and the City Planning Department in 1941,

In 1947, the Office of the Los Angeles County Engineer, a predecessor to the contemporary Department of Public
Works, published the MastePlan of Metropolitan Los Angeles Freewa$® During the 1950s, a spur in road
construction led to the development of Crenshaw and Hawthorne Boulevards. However, the extension of Crenshaw
Boulevardsouth to Palos Verdes in the mid950s instigated the Portuguese Bend Landslide, a disastrous landslide
that has contributed to present land stability issues in.the area to the preseri# In 1951, the Los Angeles
Metropolitan Transit Authority (LAMTA) was formed as a public transit planning agencth&€ounty and undertook

the operation of the privatelyowned bus lines servicing former streetcar and railway routes. In 1953, Metropolitan
Coach Lines purchased the remaining lines and, in turn, sold them to LAMTA in 19%8By 1958, the entirety of

the electric interurban Los Angeles Railroad had been purchased by LAMTA. By 1961, the last railriservice

was replaced with a bus routeand former rail lines weredecommissionedacrossthe County440

Highway planning in Los Angeles was part bbth local and national initiatives. Initially, the Southern California
freeway system master plan included a design that was known as the Ocean Freeway, which was proposed to run
along the coast and inland through Redondo Beach to connect the South Bay area to Los Esgélowever, the
route would have entailed the demolition of neighborhoods within the South Bay. Many iterations of the design were
proposed throughout the years, but ultimately, it was never constted due to neighborhood opposition and
funding constraints.

The development of highways in the United States occurred concurrently with urban renewal efforts and redlining,
disproportionately affecting communities of color. Government entities identified many areas that were primarily
inhabited by residents of colo as being dlighted,6 which allowed these neighborhoods to be demolished for
highway construction. As a result, residents were displaced, and neighborhoods were forever altered. This history
is evident in the Los Angeles area beginning in 1944 when ther8a Ana Freeway was constructed from Soto Street

to Eastman Avenue in Boyle Heights, which resulted in the displacement of many of the neighbor&obikxican

432 National Environmental Title ResearcldSouth Bay [aerial photos and topography mapéHistoric Aerials and Topography Maps
Courtesy of NETR Onlind89601930, https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer.

433 Davidson,0Before &urfurbia, ®2

434 Bruce and Maureen MegowartHistory of the South Bay of Los Angeles Through 196@ccessed September 13, 2023,
https://maureenmegowan.com/southbay-history/history-of-the-south-bay-oflos-angelesthrough-1900/.

435 Ed AinsworthpMotorways Plan DetailediLos Angeles TimesJune 15, 1938, 1.

43  Transportation Engineering Boardh Transit Program for the Los Angeles Metropolitan Ardaecember 7, 1939,
https://libraryarchives.metro.net/dpgtl/trafficplans/1939_transit_program_los_angeles_metropolitan_area.pdf.

437 County of Los Angelesviaster Plan of Metropolitan Los Angeles Freewayadopted by the Regional Planning Commission,
August 6, 1947.

438 Bruce and Maureen MegowastHistory of the South Bay of Los Angeles Through 1960.

439 Pacific Electria) Southern California Railway Museuraccessed February 25, 2022, https://socalrailway.org/collections/pacifielectric/.

440 Brodsly,L.A. Freeways]2.
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residents#4! Subsequent years saw a continuation of this pattern, including the destruction and displacement of
AfricanrAmericanand Latino neighborhoods around3, I-10, and 1-110.442

Communities located near freeways and airports have been greatly impacted by the development of such
infrastructure. Theexpansion of the 1110 freeway in the 1960s connected thePOLAo Downtown Los Angeles
and Pasadena, but increased truck traffic resulted in a rise in pollution in adjacent residential communities such
as West Carsort43 Truck routes inclu@ Rosecrans Avenue along the southern boundary of Wiseburn; Sepulveda
Boulevard moving west through the southern portion of West Carson; Del Amo Boulevard, Torrance Bodlevar
and West 19tth Street moving west through the northern portion of West Carson; Carson Street moving west
through the middle of West Carson; and Crenshaw Boulevard moving southwest through Westfféltlikewise,
industrial development throughout the South Bay area resulted in heavy truck traffic passing along thé&0 and
[-105 freeways445

The K0 freeway, a transcontinental link from the Atlantic to the Pacific, was expanded through the middlehef
County in the early 1960sAs manufacturers, most noticeablputomobile and autoparts manufacturers, became
less reliant on the railroad in the midand late twentieth century, they began to close their Los Angeles County
plants, terminating thousands of jobg46 During the 1960s, the 1405 freeway was developed to connect
communities along the west boundary of the county. Despite protest from residents and citizen groups, between
1962 and 1963 the Division of Highways extended the405 freeway, resulting in the demolition of dozens of
residential propertiesin Lennox, Del Aire, and Wiseburt?

In 1965, violent protests erupted in the community of Watts, surrounding neighborhoods, and AfricAmerican
cultural enclaves across Los Angeles after an altercation between a Caucasian California HigfRaépl officer and
an AfricanrAmerican motorist. President Lyndon Johnson deployemlrer 3,000 National Guard members as the
violence escalatedbut becausethe County® roadway infrastructure was not developed to facilitate the movement
of thousands oftroops, the National Guard struggled to access theommunities. As the violence stretched into a
fifth day, an additional 10,000 National Guard memberswere deployed tathe County and were able to quell the
uprising#48 In the aftermath of the Watts Uprisingthe McCone Commission recommended that, in order to
suppress future civil rights protests, the Los Angeles freeway systehould be expanded so law enforcement could
be rapidly deployed tasouth centrd Los Angeles communitie$4°

In the aftermath of the Watts Uprising, the California State Legislature sought to widen, expand, or develop new
transportation networks so that law enforcement could easily access dense urban communities. The planned routes
of the 710 expansion and newconstruction projects, including the-110 and the K105 freeways, did not follow

the natural or histori@l community boundaries and splintered existing corridors. During the late 1960s and early

441 Jovanni PerezgThe Los Angeles Freeway and the History of Community Displacendeftyo Historical RevievB, no. 1 (2017);
Gilbert Estrada,df You Buildlt They Will Move: The Los Angeles Freeway System and the Displacement of Mexican East Los
Angeles, 19441972, 6Southern California Quarterlg7, no. 3 (Fall 2005): 2870315.; Liam Dillon and Ben PostorRacist History
of America's Interstate Highway Booidl.os Angeles TimesNowember 11, 2021.

442 Estrada,df You Buildlit They Will Movej Dillon and PostonpRacist History of America's Interstate Highway Boam.

443 Del Amo Action Committee)Assessing Environmental Impacts in the Del Amo Commurdity

444 lteris, 0South Bay Goods Movement StudyJune 2007, https://southbaycities.org/sites/default/files/goods_movement/
SBCCOG%20G00ds%20Movement%2420Contents%20and%20Executive%20Summary.pdf 50.

445  Between the 110 and the 40% SCOPBIog.

446 Foster,0The ModefT, The Hard Self483.

447 County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and RecreatiBlorenceFirestone Community Parks and Recreation Plgh

448 QWatts Riots of 19650 Timetoast TimelinesaccessedSeptember 8, 2023 https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/wattsriots-of-1965.

449 History.com EditorspWatts Rebelliond History.com. A&E Television Networks, September 28, 2017.
https://www.history.com/topics/1960s/watts -riots.
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1970s, the County seized residential neighborhoods through eminent domain and divided previously cohesive
urban communities. Construction of the Imperial Highway and th&05 freeway was delayed due to civil litigation
brought by community members. In 199, an abandonedPacific Electricroute was replaced by the-105 freeway,
which runs through LennoxDel Aire and Wiseburn4s0

The construction of these major roadways exacerbated many of the underlying causes of the Watts Uprising. Not
only did the 105 freeway make community educational facilities difficult to access, but fundiradso earmarked

for community development was reallocated toward the cost of infrastructure construction. Five hundred units of
planned replacement housing on lots acquired for thelO5 freeway were never constructed®! As the area grew

to become an industrial hub after World War 11, industrial facilities were planned near residential communities, and
freeways were developed to accommodate the growing industries. Routes for the freeways crossed through
disenfranchised conmunities in the South Bayegion, displacing hundreds of homes and contributing to persistent

air and noise pollution within the local communities. Today, much of the South Bay area is enclosed by freeways,
including the k105, 1-110, and 405, that have shaped the environmental conditions of the are®&?

Transmission Towers and Lines (191861939)

During its initial period of development, Los Angeles had three private electric companies that provided power: Los
Angeles Gasand Electric Corporation Pacific Lightand Power, and Southern California Edisof8CE) Municipal
electric distribution was not established until 1916, when the Bureau of Power and Light installed its first power
pole in Pasadena. The Bureds first hydroelectric plant, San Francisquito Power No. 1, opened a year later to
provide power in about 70% of Los Angeles through the newly constructed KlBvolt transmission line. As

Los Angeles continued to grow during the early 1900s, there was an increasing need for electricity throughout the
City andthe County, especially for electric trollies. By 1917, the smaller private company Si& acquired control

of the Pacific Light and Power Company, the Ventura Power Company, and the Mount Whitney Power Electric
Company, making it the largest supplier of electricity in Southern Califorfia.

As the boundaries of Los Angeles continued to expand during the 1920s, private utilities, S{2i Los Angeles Gas

and Electric primarily served wideLos Angeles Gunty, including the South Bay area. By the late 1930s, the
electrical utility companies inthe County were competing for territory. It was not until 1939 that territories were
negotiated. After the Bureau of Power and Light merged with the Bureau of Water Works in 1937 to form the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP), most of thevgowithinLos Angelesvas supplied by LADWP.
SCE and LADWP divided the county between each other, and since 1939, SCE has supplied power to the
unincorporated areas withirthe County, including the unincorporated communities of the South Bay, as well as all
municipalities other than Pasadena, Glendale, and Burbarik: The Westfield/Academwills, West Carson, Alondra
Park/El Camino Village, Hawthorne Island, Del Ailiseburn, and Lennox communities are supported by the SCE
66 kilovolt power line455

40 Hi story.com Editors, oOWatts Rebellion. o

451 Hector Tobar,0Hope Endures in Hard Time&Los Angeles TimesSeptember 15, 2009.

452 Between the 110 and the 4056 SCOPBIlog.

453 gFirst Electricity in Los Angele§Water and Power Associates

%4 oFirst EI ect r i Waterand Rower AssosiateAngel es, 0

455 Bureau of Land ManagementCalifornia State Geoportafjaccessed September 14, 2023 https://gis.data.ca.gov/
datasets/260b4513acdb4a3a8e4d64e69fc84fee/explore?location=33.834886%2C-118.284433%2C11.61.
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The Revival of Interurban Rail (1998Present)

Following World War 1l, the automobile became the preferredethod of transportation, and rail networks
crisscrossingthe County communities were decommissioned and replaced by Los Angeles Metro bus lines. In 1961,
the Los Angelesrailway network closed entirely. The revival of interurban railways occurred in the 1990s. The
California State Legislature created the Southern California Rapid Transit District to improve transit infrastructure
in the greater Los Angeles regioiThe Southern California Rapid Transit Districtdeveloped outof-service rail lines

to serve Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardioanties, and in 1987 the Metro C Line(formerly the
Green line) commenced operation. During the 1980s and into the 1990s, the once dominant aerospace industry
began toslowdown after the end of the Cold War in 1991 and the Los Angeles Uprising in 1992. Despite its decline,
the aerospace industry still employed a large workte, so the CLine was established to provide public
transportation for those workers. The C Line is a ligtdil line running from Redondo Beach to Norwalk through the
northern boundary of theDel Aire community56

In 1992, the Southern California Regional Rail Authority founded Metrolink, a commuter rail system serving all of
Southern California. The revival of mass rail transit was a joint effort by five Southern California counties to reduce
highway congestion andmprove mobility in the greater Los Angelesietropolitan area. As a result, Metro, the
County® current transportation planning agency, was founded in 1993. Metro undertook the operation of the maze
of metropolitan transit networks thathad developed in he mictwentieth century4s7

In 1995, Metro expanded the C Line to serve communities including Hawthorne, Downey, Paramount, and
Willowbrookin South Los Angeles County. The C Line also connects commuters from the Hawthorne/Lennox station
in Lennox to the Aviation/LAX station in Del Aife8 Today, Metro services include Metro Rathe County® mass

rail transit system and Metro Transitway, the Coundiy bus systenms9

4541 Registration Requirements

Associated Property Types

There are three property types related to infrastructure in the SBAP communities: railrgadsid and highway
infrastructure, and infrastructure related to electricity. Between the late nineteenth century and the migentieth
century, railroads contributed to rapid population growth and influenced residential and industrial development
patterns, shaping the form and characterfothe SBAP communities and most of Los Angeles. The legacy of the
railroad is evidenced today in land use and development patterestablished throughout the County, particularly
for industrial areas where manufacturing and warehouse facilities were constructed adjacent to freight rail lines
and residential tracts were constructed adjacent to interurban lines. In the present day, teeoutes have been
revived as the Metro lightail system The County® road and highway infrastructure was later shaped by the
proliferation of the automobile. Transmission towers and lines are visible throughout fkanning Areaand reflect

the County® electric distribution history.

456 ONew Library Cost $90,000) Los Angeles Times

457 Metro, dMetro C Line (Greer)and dLos Angeles Transit Historyaccessed September 8, 2023 https://www.metro.net/about.

%8 Metro, OMetro C Line (Greeng 6 and oOLos Angeles Transit Histo

459 AMetro C Line: Connecting Communities Through Bus Rapid Trad8DR accessed September 8, 2023
https://www.hdrinc.com/ca/portfolio/metro cline#:~:text=The%20METRO%20C%20Line%20wa%20s%
20conceived%20to%20advance,adding%20a%20half%20a%20mile%200f%20new%20roadway.
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Eligibility Standards

A Resource las a direct and significant relationship to infrastructure development

A Resource eflects the property types related to infrastructure development during one of the significant
periods in the development of the SBAP communities and embodies the distinctive characteristics of
development from that period. The periods are:

- Railroads and Trolley Lines (18681912)

- Roads and Highways (19181990)

- Transmission Towers and Lines (1918.939)
- The Revival of Interurban Rail (19%%present)

A Simply being an example of infrastructure is not enough to justify eligibility. An eligible resource must have
been important in the overall development of the County or be an early or innovative technological
development in the evolution of a type of infistructure. Examples might include resources related to very
early industrial or residential development.

A Resource is dan engineering and/or architectural form/style typical of the period (not modern equipment)

CharacterDefining Features

p>N

Eligible properties must retain those. physical characteristics that are essential in conveying their
significance under the infrastructure and public transit theme

p>N

Large pieces of publicly accessible infrastructure used for the transportation of peaple

p>N

Materials primarily include concrete, metal, and wood

Considerations

A Resource $ould retain integrity of Design, Materials, Location, Feeling, and Association as defined in
Section 3
A Minor engineering changes to details and materials are allowed
A Should retain the original route or configuratian
A Setting and adjacent land uses may be compromised by nearby construction that pdates the period
of significance
4.5.5 Residential Development
Overview

Residential development in thePlanning Areais somewhat homogenouswith acres of postWorld War |l single
family tract developments. Unlike the areas dhe County farther inland and closer tadlowntown Los Angeles, the
Planning Ared& residential development predated the railroad but was not heavily developed in the 1920s and
1930s. Its tract developments were not infill, rather they represent large portions of the commuf@typuilt
environment. As a result, the majority of thBlanning Are& residential architecture reflecs the popular postwar
styles of MidCentury Modern, Minimal Traditional, RancBtorybook Ranch, and€Contemporary. Some examples of
residences constructed as a result ofstreetcarline development are visible, but the majority have been
subsequently demolished or altered beyond recognition.
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Embedded in the history of residential development throughout the SBAP communities is a complex legacy of unfair
planning and discriminatory housing practiced-his theme iswoventhroughout thisHCS as well as thisSection.
Thediscriminatory housing practice that had the most profound impact on the SBAP was the 1939 H@dlining

map of Los Angeles. The loAgrm effects of redlining can still be seen in these communities today.

Perhaps one of the most noteworthy characteristics of the SBAP communities is the small number of public housing
or largescale multifamily residential developmers While these property types are found adjacent to the SBAP
communities, the boundaries of the unincorporated SBAP exclude public housiagd largescale multifamily
housing property typesre limited. Properties of that type tend to be included iadjacent cityboundaries in order

to receive city services. The communities within tHdanning Aea have alwayspreferredlower residential density.

This persists into the present and is visible throughout tHdanning Aredn the one-to two-story singlefamily homes

that dominate the residential landscape.

Early Residential Development (19041919)

The earliest urban residential development in th@lanning Areabegan in La Rambla. Unlike the majority of
LosAngeles, formal development of San Pedro (the incorporated neighborhood surrounding uh@corporated
community) predated the coming of the railroad by multiple decades due to its proximity to the cdéstn 1904,
John T. Gaffey and his family moved to La Rambla after GaBfeyife, Arcadia Bandini, inherited 34@cres of land.
Gaffey worked to develop La Rambla, subdividing the 34@res into smaller residential tract$é! Despite being
labeled asdracts,6residences built during this period in La Rambla were not developments in which similar houses
are constructed at one time#62 Rather, the purchaser would buy lots within the tract and construct residences in
an architectural style and size of their choosing. In 1906, lots were sold in the Gaffey Tract at $775 e&éh.
Residences of this period in La Rambla itide 922 West 2nd Street and 920 West &h Street.

The majority of Los Angelégarly residential development began with the extension of streetcar lines. At the time,
streetcars were privately owned by the same companies that owned and subdivided land along the lines. The lines
were constructed and operated at a loss. Profit lay gelling plots for housing and commercial properties along the
routes. Between 1890 and 1910, Henry Huntingto® Pacific Electric Railway streetcar line was constructed as the
first interurban electric railroad network inthe County.454 The system that had the largest influence on thelanning
Areawas the Santa Fe Railway line, which ran from Redondo Beach to El Segundo and included a station in the Del
Aire community. This mode of transportation allowed for more daytime travel through the South Bay, specifically
the communities of Del AireWiseburn, Lennox, and Alondra Park/El Camino Village.

Singlefamily houses from this period are spae in the Planning Areaand have either been demolished or altered
beyond recognition. Due to the lack djoth streetcar lines running through the majority of the SBAP communities
and stations located within the community boundaries, residences from this period are typically not clustered
together. Examples ofesidences from this period in thé?lanning Areanclude 14607 Chadron Avenue iAlondra
Park/El Camino Village (altered beyond recognition), 10701 SouBrevillea AvenugExhibit15), and 4942 West
104th Streetin Lennox, and 141 South La Alameda Avenue in La Ramfdae Section 51, Architectural Stylesd

460 SurveyLAPre-Consolidation Communities of Los AngeleS8]1.

461 Ray Mitchell,0San Pedro an Ideal Section for Great Jobbing Establishmeats

462 Kate Kershner, oWhy Do Cooki€utter Neighborhoods Exist? How Stuff Works, accessed September 15, 2023,
https://home.howstuffworks.com/home-improvement/construction/planning/why-cookiecutter-neighborhoodsexist.htm#pt1.

463 0San PedropLos Angeles HeralgMay 13, 1906, 22.

464 General Land OfficegOriginal Survey of 003.0912.0W, Downeyd

465 Davidson oBefore &urfurbia, @4); Bob JensonpA History of Wiseburn School Distriét
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Residential Propertiesfor images of properties) The few intact known examples of residences constructed as a
result of streetcarline development display popular styles of the time including the Victorian Vernacular Cottage
and Craftsman styles.

Exhibit 15. Example of early residential development in the SBAP at 10701 South Grevillea Avenuesimox.

Source:Google, Aprie022.

Suburban Development (192@1930s)

The land in the South Bay was not as heavily developed during the 1920s as the areas closer to downtown
LosAngeles. During the earlyt920s, areas such asDel Aire and Wiseburwere largely undevelopedwith real
estate firms advertising smatbcre farms with villa lots, home lots, and business lots being sold in quartsres,

half acres, and oneacre for upward of $1,350 per an acréb6 Sanborn maps show development as primarily being
limited to small singlefamily woodframe residences#’ Sections of West Carson, Lennox, and La Rambla display
areas ofsinglefamily houses constructed on subdivided land between major corridors of industrial and commercial
development. The demand for housing was fueled by an exponentially growing population during this dechden

by new employment opportunities includinthose inoil and aircraft manufacturingand atLAX and the nearby Pt

of Long Beach and Los Angeles. The opening of the Panama Canal in 1914 led to increased shipping at California
ports, while the extraction and refining of oil became a major indugtin Southern California6s

The influence of the streetcar in shaping residential development patterns declined as automobile ownership
grew. Most of the urban streetcar systems had stopped expanding by World War |, and ridership nationwide
peaked between 1923 and 1924469 During the mid1920s, Avalon Boulevard was extended south to the harbor,
forming a major transportation corridor along the western borders of Lennox and Del AffePeriod revival
architectural styles became popular between 1920 and the 1940sWithin the Planning Area residences
constructed duringthis period includethose in Mission Revival and Spanish Colonial Revivstlyles. Examples

466 OgFor Saled Suburban PropertygLos Angeles Times

467 Sanborn Map CompanygSanborn Fire Insurance Maps: Hawthorne

468 Caltrans, Tract Housing inCalifornia 5.

469 Caltrans, Tract Housing in Californig5.

470 Ruth WallachLos Angeles Residential Architecture: Modernism Meets Eclectici¢@harleston,South Carolina The History Press,
2015), 127.
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include 11036 South Freeman Avenue and 10205 Mansel Avenue in Lenn@xhibitl6) and 1152 West 3rd Street
in La Rambla(see Section 51, Architectural Style & Residential Propertiesfor image of property.

Exhibit 16. Mission Revivaktyle residence 11036 South Freeman Avenue in Lennox (left) and Spanish
Colonial Revivastyle residence 10205 Mansel Avenue in Lennox (right).

ii ,;.,t‘.*
i

i

Source:Google January2022 (left); Google, April 2022 (right).

Residential development of thé’lanning Areagrew in the 1930s and was largely completed by both private owners
and development companies. At this time, areas of land were subdivided into tracts comprising several blocks.
Streets laid out by tract owners often did not align between tracts, creatiagslightly irregular grid between major
thoroughfares that remains in place today. During this time,@ospectivehomebuyer would typically purchase an
individual lot and hire a builder for the construction otie home. Generally, the residential development industry
consistedof independent, smalscale contractors building no more than four houses per ye&#t

Long Beach Earthquake and the Great Depression (19832939)

In the evening hours of March 10, 1933, the 6.4nagnitude Long Beach Earthquake hit the greater Los Angeles
area. The earthquake, worsened by owverilling the Los Angeles oil deposits, was the deadliest seismic event in
Southern California history, Killig 120 people. Unreinforced concrete masonry buildings throughout tianning
Areawere destroyed. Recovery from the earthquake was favorable to communities with higher HOLC ratings due to
federal financial assistance. HOLC financed the redevelopment of myasinglefamily residences, which were then
reconstructed in the Spanish Colonial Revival and Minimal Traditional architectural styfés.

The Great Depression did not impact the SBAP communities uniformly. Diminished wages and widespread
unemployment throughout the County made it difficult for homeowners to make monthly mortgage payments.
Communities such as Del AireWiseburn, Lennox, Alondra Park/El Camino Village, and La Rambla, which had
portions of their communities rated as hazardous or decliningiere often denied capital investment from banks
due to their demographic makeup. Because othe HOL@ ratings, the impacts of theGreat Depression

471 Caltrans, Tract Housing in California4.

472 oGeneral Population by City, 191@1950: Los Angeles Countg,Los Angeles Almanag¢ Hough and Gaves, 6The 1933 Long
Beach Earthquake (California, USA): Ground Motions and Rupture Scena8oientific Reports10, no. 1 (2020).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598 -020-66299 -w.
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disproportionately impacted these communities, and by 1939, a large percentage of the sinfgleily residences
owned by minority residentdiad beenseized by their original lending institution4’3

World War Il and Postwar Tract Housing (1982964)

By the end of the 1930s, the residential development of th€lanning Areawas barely keepingpace with
Los Angele$ipopulation growth. The majority of the residential housing stock in tRéanning Areawas constructed
post-World War Il, which is reflected in the prevalent residential architectural styles of igientury Modern, Minimal
Traditional, Ranch Storybook Ranch, andContemporary. All communities within the SBAP display large areas of
residential development dating from the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960sBetween 1940 and 1950, the Count{
population increased from 2,785,643 to 4,151,687474 This was a direct reflection of the end of World War Il and
millions of veterans returning to the United States looking to purchase property for a sidgleily residence.

The aerospace industry in the northwestern portion of tHélanning Areadrove development in the area, including
the creation of new residential tract developments in the 1930s and 1940s. Workers looked for housing adjacent
to LAX and the associated plane manufacturing planBevelopment occurred east of North Aviation Boulevard and
north of West El Segundo Boulevard with the subdivision Wiseburn Park. The tract featuredréisen homes on
lots measuring 66 feet by 135 feet, sold for under $3,000 each. Thg also advertiseddadequate protective
restrictions,6 implying that homes were only available for purchase by Caucasian peoflee homes were also
advertised as qualifying for Federal Housing Authority (FHA) mortgatjéesWhile employment opportunities
increased during the war, housing remained rigidly segregated.

The community of Hawthorne Island was developed almost entirely as a residential tract development. In 1940, the
same year as theNorthrop Aircraft Factory andNorthrop Field moved to Hawthorne, the Hawthorne Island
communitywas developed on Tracts 12216 and 12256 with approximately 400 modest singfamily homes. The
community® streetswere laid out in a grid pattern, with cutle-sacs at the eastern terminus of each blocki’6 As

the City ofHawthornds economic prosperity grew in the postwar years, it advertised itself as an ideal suburban
community, although theCity continued to discriminate againspeople of colorwell after the 1948 Supreme Court
decision Shelley vs. Kraemerwhich prohibited racially restrictive housing covenants?

Rapid population growth continued in the decades following the wavhen building resumedn the postwar years
the predominanttype of new construction remained the singléamily dwelling. Where land was available, these
singlefamily houses were constructed in tract developments. Postwar tract housing differed from previous
residential development. Builders adopted massroduction techniques, which had beenperfected across all
industries during World War Il. Houses were designed and constructed with amifity and efficiency on a massive
scale. To house incoming workers before and after the war, large subdivisions of singled multifamily tract
housing were developed across Southern Califorriég. Unlike other areas in Los Angeles, thelanning Areastill
had large portionsof undeveloped land that could be developed into tracts.

An example of poswar residential tract development is Alondra Park/El Camino VillageEl Camino Manor,
developed by the Kauffman Construction Corporation in 1952. The tract was located north of Alondra Park, south

473 0HUD Historical TimelineThe 1930s,6 United States Department of Housing and Urban DevelopmeAiccessed February 2022.
https://www.huduser.gov/hud_timeline/.; Robert K. Nelsore t  al , o Mapping I nequality

474 Los Angeles Almaac, cHistorical General Population, City & County of Los Angeles, 1850 to 2@P@ccessed September 18,
2023, http://www.laalmanac.com/population/po02.php.

475 dUnder $3,000,6Los Angeles Times

46 Los Angel es County Ass e slsbhory,d%4l, 6ipd://imitlieranuCsbh.8da/apt irdexBsé-ramedindzr/.

477 Hadley MearespHawthorne's Deceptively Sunny Histody.

478  Caltrans, Tract Housing in California5.
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of Marine Avenue, east of Prairie Avenue, and west of the Dominguez Channel. El Camino anmarketing
materials promoted the subdivisiofs original 318 Ranchstyle tract residences with garages ands proximity to
Alondra Park and El Camino College. The development featu@@tyear FHA financing with moderate down
payments. Homes ranged from $9,950 to $12,250and the main selling point was thatno two homes are exactly
alike.6 An oXraydhousewith cutaway portions of the walls, floors, and ceilingsagbuilt in the development to show
prospectivebuyers the workmanship and construction (Exhili7).479

Exhibit17. The XRay House at El Camino Manor, 1951

CONSTRUCTION SHOWN—This is new X-Ray House ot El Camino Manor, Milton
Kauffman community west of Crenshaw Blvd., near Prairie Ave., on Compton Blvd.

Source:Los Angeles TimesSeptember 23, 1951, pagel31.

The developer Milton Kauffman, who after World War Il formed the Milton Kauffman Construction Corporation (or
the Kauffman Construction Corporation), continued to have a profound impact on the postwar development of the
South Bay. In 1952, he announced thepening of Southchester Gardens in Alondra Park/El Camino Village east of
the EI Camino Manor development. The tract included more than 400 sindgenily homes designed by architect
James Friend. Homes stared at $10,610 for three bedrooms with downpaymerds low as $590480 The two
Kauffman tracts of EI Camino Manor and Southchester Gardens make up the majority of the housing in Alondra
Park/El Camino Village north of the park and school.

By 1949, a new singlefamily subdivision, Westfieldbegan to be developedWithin a month ofthe community®
development announcement, more than 20% of the available homesites were sol®. Unlike other tract
developments from that time, Westfield homes could be custom byiWith lots chosen based on thg@urchasers
home plars. Lots were0.5 acres in size and cost $1,750and up, with homes 1,200 square feet or larger. The
developments executives from the George S. Denbo @pany offered financing to both nomveterans and

479 g€l Camino Manor Houses Will be on Display Todeyps Angeles TimesAugist 5, 1951, 121.
480 dNew El Camino Area Dwelling Development to be Opergddys Angeles TimesSepgember 21, 1952, 126.
481 dHomesite Sales Brisk in Westfield Tradétl.os Angeles TimesOcbber 30, 1949, 110.
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veterans with $400 cash dowr82 Within a year, sales reached over $100,000. Homes within the tract continued
to be constructed into the 1960s, until the majority of the lots along Sunnyridge Road, Rainbow Bridge Road,
and Eastvale Road were developed. Compared to other tract developnsimtthe Planning AreaWestfield homes
were larger, more spaced out, featured more street trees, and displayed higlegrd versions of the popular Ranch
architectural style.

455.1 Subtheme: Unfair Planning and Discriminatory Housing Practices
(192531992)

Gordon Manor (19251926)

In 1925, medical physician, real estate developer, and civil rights activist Wilber Clarence Gordon purchased land
at the present location of Alondra Park/El Camino Village and El Camino College from farmer W.F. Summers. Gordon
and his real estate partner, Journee W. White, assumed ownership of the property to develop Gordon Manor, an
upper- and middleclass subdivision for AfricanAmerican residents who were prevented from living in many
neighborhoods inthe County due to restrictive racial covenant$3 The development was adjacent to major
thoroughfares that connected the community tothe County® urban centers, businesses, and recreation
opportunities, including Brucé& Beach,which wasowned, operated, and patronizethy AfricanAmericars. Gordon
posted an advertisement in theCalifornia Eaglenewspaper for residential lots in December 1925. By March 1926,
Gordon announced that he had sold more than $200,000 worth of property in the upcoming development. Although
Gordon Manor gained interest from\fricantAmericancitizens, the subdevelopment also gained negative attention
from Caucasian residents, community leaders, and politiciafA%t

In April 1926, Caucasian residents and real estate developers of 14 surrounding communities, collectively known
as the Alondra Park Assessment District, lobbied the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to prevent the
development of Gordon Manor and to s the site for a public park serving the South Bay instedgf
Simultaneously, a group of Caucasian residents submitted a petition to claim 1@0res of adjacent agricultural

land farmed by Japanese tenant farmers who were prevented from owning land by Calif@mdien Land Lawgs6

The Los Angeles CountBoard of Supervisorgoted on May 3¢ and on May 4h to seize the land by invoking the
Acquisition and Improvement Act. The Acquisition and Improvement Act, commonly referred to as the Mattoon Act
(after its author, Everett Mattoon) was passed by the California State Legislature in 1925. The MattAct allowed
California authorities to acquire property through eminent domain or condemnation to purportedly facilitate
community development and public works projects. Using money fronethattoon Act, the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors paid cash to Gordon for his land and to the banks that owned the land farmed by Japanese
tenant farmers. The farmers themselves, however, received nothing and their leases were terminatédefore

the end of 1926, plans for the proposed Gordon Manor had been replaced with blueprints for an Alondra Park/El
Camino Village recreation area.

482 oWestfiel dds Age nltos Angeles Tsmes-dbruaFyi26) EB50¢105 g

483 Laura Pulidoetal, A Peopl eds Gui @ekeleyoUnikeosiy of/Califpeib Rrass, 2012), 125.

484 Jefferson, Al ondra Park, EI Camino College Replaced a PRPléanned Luxur

485 The 14 communities included Palos Verdes Estates, Gardena, Lawndale, Lennox, Elnido, Torrance, Lomita, Strawberry Park,
Compton, Redondo, Hermosa, Manhattan Beach, El Segundo, and Inglewood.

486 Pulidoet.al, A Peopl eds Hi stl@a50126.0f Los Angel es

487 Pulidoet.al, A Peopl eds Histlegdgy of Los Angel es
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Home OwnersLoan Corporation Redlining Map (1939)

The National Housing Act of 1934, a New Deal legislative response to the Great Depression that followed the
stock market crash of 1929, created the FHA. One goal of the FHA was to stabilize the housing market and
expand opportunities for home ownership. EhFederal Home Loan Bank Board and the HOLC were established
to protect individual homeowners from foreclosureThe HOLC analyzed the communiti@ollective ability to
repay mortgages on moderately priced, wedbnstructed, singlefamily dwellings and, ideemed satisfactory, the
agency refinanced mortgages in default or foreclosure. The FHA also attempted to stabilize lending for the
banking industry by guaranteeing mortgages with lending institutions. Before the 1934 housing law, banks rarely
financed mae than 50%of the cost of a new house, and mortgages typically had a durationsofears or less?s8
With federal mortgage guarantees, the banks were protected and could engage in lending practices with larger
mortgages over longer terms. However, the HOLC set definitions of risk, limiting the guaranteed mortgages for
neighborhoods it deemed precarious.

One of the methods by which the HOLC sought to assess creditworthiness or risk was through the discriminatory
practice of redlining. Redlining was the result of the HOlc@ation of color-coded maps with boundaries around
neighborhoods based on the composition of the communi@yrace and/or ethnicity, income level, and housing and
land use types. Neighborhoods were evaluated using these factors and assigned an investment risk grade. The
grades ranged from Green (A) with the least amount of risk to Red (D¢, greatest amount of risk. Areas that were
colorcoded Red were largely no#Caucasian, workinglass neighborhoods with older housing stock and no deed
restrictions limiting construction types and residentsace. These areas were labeled as hazardous to investamd
residents ofthese areas wereoften denied credit, insurance, and healthcare assistanc®? Citing the perceived
threat of racial integration to neighborhood stability and therefore stable property values, FHA refused to provide
mortgage guarantees in racially mixed neighborhoods or areas not conforming to deed restricti§fs.

The SBAP communities in the HOLC redlining maps were ungradedene graded Yellow(C) Red(D), or in a small
section of Del AireBlue (B). Generally, the Red édiinedd areas were describedas heterogeneous and as having
mixed zoning and varied housing types that were generally older and in disrepair. The areas were ethnically diverse.
In the SBAP communities, residents were Japanese, Mexican, and Italian. In the southern portion of La Rambla,
residents were described asiSouthern Europeané and Serbans and Italiansoof a better class¢*! The legacy of

the redlining practice was longerm disinvestment in many of the SBAP communities, traced mostly to the ethnic
and zoning profile of these communities in the late 1930s (Figurel)

The HOLC gave Lennox a Yell¢@) grade (definitely declining) in 1939. The HOLC report stated that at this time,
Lennox was 40% developed with primarily woddame singlefamily bungalow residences. The report elaborated
that ddevelopment of area, which began over 25 years ago, has never been impressive, growth having been sketchy
and intermittentd and that gpopulation, improvements and maintenance are all highly heterogeneoé$2 At this

time, the population was primarily Caucasian. N&fricanrAmericars lived in Lennox due to restrictive racial housing
covenants. The HOLC report stated that the schools in Lennox wégreod and well placedbut that dthere are many
Mexican and Japanese farm laborers in adjacent territory, whose children attend the city schools, and this is
considered a detrimental influence®®3 Lennox was poorly regarded by realtors and mortgage institutions, and

488  Caltrans, Tract Housing in Californias.

489 Nelsonetal, O Mapping I nequality

49 Caltrans, Tract Housing in California31.

491 Redlining area descriptions: C164, D44, and D69 in La Rambla, Del Aikseburn, Lennox, and Alondra Park/El Camino Village.
492 Nelsonetal, OMapping I nequality

493 Nelsonet al.
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many would not make commitments in the community. The HOLC report notes, however, that Lennaguise
evidently on the upgrade, recent construction being of distinctly better quality and design than the older dwellings,
which led to the ared@ dow yellovwdrating 494

Althoughadjacentto each other,Del Aireand Wiseburn received two separate grades in 1939 from the HOLTe

far northwestern corner of theDel Aire generally bounded by-105 to the north, West 11&h Street to the south,
Aviation Boulevard to the west, and South Isis Avenue to the easts graded B The area wagapidly increasing

in population, with skilled and semiskilled artisans and whiteollar workers. Deed restrictions were in place to
oprovide uniform setbacks and protect against racial hazardsThe subdivision was noted adaving just been
placed on the market with FHA Title Il insured loans and ample employment opportunities in nearby airplane
factories and at LAX4%5 All of Wiseburn was graded, D44, as wasthe far northern corner of Alondra Park/El
Camino Village. This area included local whitellar workers business.and professional menartisans; and farm,

oil well, and WPA workers. The zoning was described @®ry sketchy and subject to frequent changeslts
residential character began in the 1910s with much of its land still made up with small farms. Many Japanese
gardeners and Mexican farm laborers were living in the outlying district. Mortgage funds were limiteith the
population rising moderately?¢ The HOLC grading effects in Del Amaed Wiseburrs housing stockare still visible
today. Differences between the home and lot sizes are recognizabléiseburn,which was labeled ashazardousé
generally has smaller homes, developed tighter together thébel Aire.Del Aire generally has larger lot sizes and
more Ranch homes than the smaller Minimal Traditionatyle residences built in Wiseburn.

Similar to Del Aireand Wiseburn, the community of La Ramblaceived two separate grades in 1939 from the HOLC,
Red D and Yellow C (definitely declining)with an ungraded section in between. ThB-graded portior& southern
terminus was West 3rd Street and West La Alameda Boulevard. Occupants of the area included WPA workers,
fisherman, longshoremen, and dock workers. Nationalities in the area included Japanese, Mexicans,Gotyped
Southern Europeans. During the late 1930s, the population of La Rambla increased slowatyd zoning throughout
the community varied greatly, allowing for all types of residential structures. As a whaleoth population and
improvementsé [were] extremely heterogeneous and there [was] no evidence of future desirabi#¥/. The Cgraded
portion included Wesbth, 6th, and 7th Streets South Weymouth Avenue to the wesind South Meyer Street to the
east. The population included skilled artisans, whiepllar workers, retired Naval personnel, and fishermen. Zoning
was largely classified as singlamily residential with limited areas designated as multifaily. The area was described
as favorably located andis affordingviewsof the Pacific Ocean and beaches. The HOLC was unsure about the future
desirability of the areathis concern was driven bgnative born American residents show[ing] some resentment to the
infiltration of Southern Europeans, most of whom . . . [were] fishing boat ownét%

494 Nelsonet al.
495 Nelsonet al.
496 Nelsonet al.
497  Nelsonet al.
498  Nelsonet al.
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World War Il Japanese Inteament and Racist Lending Practices (19481964)

In 1940, the U.S. Census revealed that there were 36,866 Japanese American residents livinghie County,

with a considerablenumber living in the South Bay. Since the passing of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882,
Japanese immigrants came to Los Angeles to fill the labor gap left by the removal of Chinese people from the
United States. After the attack on Peal Harbor in 1941, war was dared on Japan and the U.S. Treasury seized
all Japanese businessesin 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which allowed
for the removal of all Japanese Americans from their homes and the relocation of these American aiszt®
concentration camps. Japanese Americans that worked as agricultural laborers in tfdanning Area
overwhelmingly lost their propertyincluding their farms. Some Japanese Americans resettled in the area but at
a lower percentagethan before thewar49°

Major changes to discriminatory housing practices began in the late 1940s. Before 1948, minorities were routinely
excluded from new housing tracts through the use of restrictive covenants. People of the Jewish faith were often
excluded along with all nofCaucasians. Restrictive covenants, attached to the property deed, prohibited homeowners
from selling or renting to minorities. These restrictions were placed on the property by the original subdivider or
developer and remained in force as the property wagsold. The United States Supreme Court ruled that these
restrictive covenants could no longer be enforced in its 1948 decisioBhelley v. KraemerHowever, overturning deed
restrictions did not change attitudes. In practice, housing discrimination continued long after the Supreme Gburt
ruling. Until the late 1950s, the code of ethics of the National Association of Real Estate Boards explicitly required real
estate agents to steer racial minorities away from Caucasian neighborhodés.n the SBAPcommunities such as
Hawthorne Island were reluctant to integrate neighborhoods despite the Bvwwassing.

While discriminatory lending practices were typical and greatly limited the ability of #i@sucasians to get mortgages

to purchase residences, the Veterans Administration insured mortgage programs to finance homes in new housing
developments in Los Angeleand did not excludeAfricanAmericanveterans. Aided by government programs, minority
homeownership in theUnited Statesincreased from 20% (1940) to 36% (1960). By 1960, the coundiy population

had increased from 4,151,687 in 1950 to 6,039,771.501 Despite the increasing density, multifamily developments
were not common. The predominant structure remained the singtmily dwelling®02 In November of 1962,
President Kennedy issued an Executive Order prohibiting racial discrimination in all housing that received federal
aid, including FHA and/eterans Administrationmortgage guarantees. With the government programs and new
housing opportunities, residentiafacial patterns began to change in Los Angeles.

In addition to the actions of the federal government, the State of California has its own legislative and judicial history
with respect to operhousing laws. Assembly member Jesse Unruh authored the California Civil Rights Act in 1959,
which prohibited digrimination in all types of business on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, or national origin.
Three years later, the state Supreme Court ruled that this law, frequently called the Unruh Act, applied to the sale of
residential property. The Untu Act was followed in 1963 by the Rumford Act, which specifically prohibited racial
discrimination by banks, real estate brokers, and mortgage companies. Opponents of chensing laws, led by the
real estate industry, placed an initiative on the ballot ehfollowing year (Proposition 14that called for the repeal of

the Rumford Act and other opehousing laws andprohibited the state government from enacting such laws in the
future. Proposition 14 passed by a twian-one margin but was later ruled uncondtitional by the state Supreme Court.

499 Sam Gnerre0SouthBayHi st ory: A Look at the Nat i on 0éDaly BreekeAugsi?0, 2019. e r
500 Caltrans, Tract Housing in California30.

501 Los Angeles Almiaac, cHistorical General Population, City & County of Los Angeles, 1850 to 2@20.

502 ORapid Population Growth Seen in East Central Arghps Angeles TimesNowember 29, 1963, 37.
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The U.S. Supreme Court upheld that decision in 196® President Lyndon Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act in
1968. Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act prohibited racial discrimination in the rental, sale, or financing of residential
property. By this time, however, every major American city had been transfedny the postwar housing boom,
and the new suburbs that surrounded the cities were overwhelmingly Caucasiéh.

The Aftermath of Uprisings (19661992)

Due to its geographic location and demographics, the communities in the SBAP were changed to a lesser degree
by the Watts Uprising of 1965 and the Los Angeles Uprising of 1992 than other areas of Los Angeles. Throughout
the County, specifically the areaslase to Watts, little to no new residential development took plaaturing this

time. In the Planning Area the communities of Westfield and West Carson underwent the largest development
during this time.

Despite the lack of new posiL970 construction in communities such as LenngxXDel Aire, andViseburn, changes
were made to alreadyconstructed residencessuch as new fencing around front yards. Along some streets, fencing
was added tomultiple adjacentfront yards resulting in fencesthat spanned the whole block. Along a shared
property line, a wall or fence was added to divide the two properties and delineate the two lots. These fences were
approximately4 feet in heightand constructedin a variety of materials and types including chain link, wood, metal
security, metal post, or a combination of metal fencing with a masonry base of concrete block or brick. In addition
to fencing, matching pedestrian and sliding driveway gates were also installed. The boration of fencing, a
pedestrian gate, and a driveway gate most residencé@saccessible in a waynot typically seen prior to the Watts
Uprising. The installation of fences and gates provided members of these communities with an inexpensive form of
home protection by acting as a physical boundary between their home and the street.

The community of West Carson contains a higher number of multifamily developments and mobile home/trailer
parks than most areas of the SBAP. The mobile home/trailer park typology evolved foamto campsgpalso known

as Gauto courtsd or dmotor courtsd which were introduced in the early twentieth century as a result of increased
popularity and mass accessibility of automobilesn 1937, the California Legislature passed the State Trailer Camp
Act to ensure a higher standard for trailer camps and recognizée popular use of trailers as residences. In 1952,
the Act was revised to guide park design, construction, and operation. Trailer parks began to evolve during the
second halfof the twentieth century. By the late 1960s, abou® million people lived in trailer parks. However, the
development of new trailer parks declined in the 1970s and 1980%5 In West Carson, examples of 1960s and
1970s mobile home/trailer parks include Torrance Gardens Mobile Home Park (22516 South Normandie Avenue)
and San Rafael Mobéd Home Park (1065 Lomita Boulevard). Mixed zoning allowed for mobile home/trailer parks
to be next to commercial and industrial properties. Typically, their layout depended on the available lots, resulting
in multifamily developments in a variety of sizesnd layouts.

In the early 1980s, regional planners for Los Angeles identified the South Bay as an area with an oversupply of
new jobs, unlike the rest of the County. Population growth in the South Bay was estimated to be half the ohte
the County and less than a third of the rate for all of Southern California. As a result, more residents from other
communities began commuting to the area, causing higher rates of traffisowever, dbcal attitudes favored low

to moderate density in residential neighborhoods, which keghe population low20¢ This attitude towards

503 Caltrans, Tract Housing in California31.

504 Caltrans, Tract Housing in California31.

505 SurveyLACitywide Historic Context StatemenEontext: Residential Development and Suburbanization, 1880980; Theme:
Trailer Parks and Mobile Home Parks, 19211969, City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, January 201818.

506  Dough Smith,0Problem Foreseen: Too Many New Jobkps Angeles Timesjuly 29, 1982, 159.
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moderate density in the SBAP has continued into the present, keeping the communities largely developed with
singlefamily residences.

455.2 Registration Requirements

Associated Property Types

Residential development in the SBAP communities reflects a pattern of settlement based around lacge tract
homes that date from the early 1900s to the late 1960sThe Planning Areais largelycomposedof singlefamily
houses that have been substantially modified. There are large tracts of sinfdenily houses constructed in the
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. The tracts typically feature Mi€Century Modern, Minimal Traditional, RancBtorybook
Ranch, and Contemporay architectural styles that are one to twcstories in height. Street features, such as
setbacks, sidewalks, driveways, and trees, vary significantly from tract to tract.

Singlefamily housing tracts consist of detached residences developed over a brief period by a single developer.
Tracts would be evaluated as historic districts, and individual houses would be evaluated as contributorsar
contributors to the district. It is very unlikely that an individual tract house would be able to represent the larger
trends on its own, as a standalone resource, and they should not be evaluated as such. Only tracts with
demonstrated significance andntegrity are eligible for designation. Eligible tracts may include those reflecting the
early development of the neighborhood in conjunction with adjacent commercial or manufacturing development;
those that represent specific milestones in the fight agast unfair planning and discriminatory housing practices;
those that serve as distinctive and intact examples of poSYorld War Il residential styles; and those as
representative examples of the work of important developers.

Unlike other areas withirthe County, thePlanning Areawvas still largely undeveloped during the 1930s. It was not
until after World War Il that tract developments began to reshape and dominate the built environment of the area.
Postwar tracts usually exhibit a few different house plans and styl#sat repeat throughout the tract. Setbacks,
streets, sidewalks, driveways, streetlights, and street plantings are typically uniform throughout. Street patterns are
often curvilinear, with narrower streets bisectedy wider main boulevards. Many streets deaghd into culde-sacs,
which may date to the construction of freeways and not be a deliberate and original planning feature of the tract.

A limited number of duplexes, bungalow courts, and smaller multifamily property types from the-‘\darld War II
decades can be found throughout th&lanning AreaThere are a few purposéuilt multistory, multifamily buildings
constructed close to major thoroughfares, but these are not a common or eligible property type in Bt@nning
Area Additionally, multiplemobile home/trailer parks are located in the SBAP. Many multifamily properties are
altered buildings originally constructed as singtamily homes in the decades before World War 1.

Eligibility Standards

A Resource las a direct and significant relationship to residential development and/or represents the work
of a significant developer

A Resource eflects residential development during one of the significant periods in the residential
development of the SBAP communities and embodies the distinctive characteristics of residential
development from that period. The periods are:

- Early Residential Development (19031919)
- Suburban Development (19261930s)
- Long Beach Earthquake and the Great Depression (193B939)
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- World War Il and Postar Tract Housing193961964)

- Gordon Manor (192%1926)

- HomeOwner$Loan Corporation (HOLC) Redlining Map (1939)

- World War Il Japanese Intament and Racist Lending Practices (19481964)
- The Aftermath of Uprisings (19681992)

A Simply being a residential resource is not enough to justify eligibility. An eligible resource must have been
important in the overall residential development of the County. Examples might include resources related
to very early development, residences sfgnificant individuals, or residences that were meeting places for
community organizations significant in the history of the County

A Eligible tracts must have been important in the overall residential development of their community.
Examples might include very early tracts or ones that set precedents. An eligible tract will reflect the early
development of the neighborhood in conjunctiowith adjacent commercial or manufacturing development;
represent specific milestones in the fight against unfair planning and discriminatory housing practices; or
be representative examples of the work of important developers

CharacterDefining Features
Individual residences

A Constructed in one of the popular architectural styles for residential buildings of the petiadhich include but
may not be limited to Vernacular Victorian Cottage, Craftsman, Spanish Colonial Rewivaission Revival

Tracts

A Clearly defined tract boundaries

A Made up of singlefamily residences constructed within a distinct period of time, usually by a single
developer, but not always

A Uniform setbacks and lot plans (driveways, attached or detached garages)

A Uniform street pattern

A Often will have uniform street plantings (trees, medians, planting strips between sidewalks and streets),
streetlights, curbs, and sidewalks (or deliberate lack of sidewalks)

A Constructed in one of the popular architectural styles for residential buildings of the period, which include

Minimal Traditional, MidCentury Modern, or Contemporary.

Considerations
A Individual property or tract as a whole should retain integrity of Location, Setting, Design, Feeling, and
Association from its period of significance as defined in Section 3

A Tracts must be composed of a majority of contributing resources (more contributors than noncontributors).
Contributors would include all buildings and street features that both date from the period of significance
and retain sufficient integrity

A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible untter Civil Rights and
Social Justice themes.

A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible as a good example of an
architectural style from its period and/or the work of a significant architect or builder.
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4.5.6 Religion and Spirituality

Overview

Religiousand spiritual properties within thePlanning Areaspeak not only to the religious makeup of existing
communities, but also reflects the diverse cultures of the area. THanning Areacontains a high population of
Latino and Asian residents. Past patterns of discrimination against racial and religious minorities led to the
establishment of churches and spaces wittservices provided in nonrEnglish languages, including Spanish,
Japanese, and Korean. Some congregations also created spaces of worship in existing storefrontesidential
properties in commecial areas of their communities. Catholicism is a major religious presence in flanning Area

as are Christian denominations such as Methodists, Lutherans, and Pentecostal Christians. The communities of
WestfieldAcademy Hillsand Hawthorne Island do not have any religious institutions within their boundaries.

Religious Institutions(176961994)

The history of postontact religion in Los Angeles begins with the establishment of the 21 missions in Alta California
by the Spanish and the Franciscan Order between 1769 and 1823. The Portol4 expedition first reached the present
day boundaries of Los Ageles in August 1769, thereby becoming the first Europeans to visit the area. Father Juan
Crespi named the pueblo by the rivelNuestra Sefiora la Reina de los Angeles de la Porciancalahich was also
home to theCity® oldest Catholic church, La Igleside Nuestra Sefiora la Reina de los Angeles (The Church of Our
Lady Queen of the Angels) or La Placita church, built in 1814. Father Junipero Serra returned to the valley to
establish a Catholic mission, the Mission San Gabriel Arcangel, on September 8, L?¥1The missions were not
only established for religious purposes but also served as a mechanism to control the native population, with many
Native Americans forced to become neophytes under the mission system. Mexico became independent from Spain
in 1821, and by 1834 the missions were secularized. The descendants of Spanish and Mexican settlens
Californios and Mestizos (people descended from settlers and indigenous peoples) began to break free of the
religious control of mission prieststRoman Catholics also remained a numerical plurality in the Los Angeles area
through the early years of U.S. statehood, and their clergymen spoke the Spanish of the Californio residéfts.
Following the secularization of the missions, a new era marked by the rise of large ranchos redefined the social and
cultural traditions of the region.

The years 1880 and 1910dwitnessed major transitions in U.S. Mexicatescent Catholicism itself$% The arrival

of the railroads in the 1870s and 1880s led to a significant population boom among Anglanericans (primarily
farmers from the Midwest) whaypoured into traditionally Hispanic districtgb1® A decade later, the completion of
the Mexican railroads resulted in a surge of Mexican immigrants. As both populations expanded, parishes became
segregated, and by 1896 Angldmericans began to be appointed as bishoy$!

As Mexican immigration increased during the 1910s and 1920s, differences continued to emerge between traditional
Mexican Catholics and the dominant Angl@atholic church including mass attendance, the role of women in the church,

507 Douglas KyleHistoric Spots in CalifornigStanford: Stanford University Press, 2002).

508 Clifton L. Holland®An Overview of Religion in Los Angeles from 185030, 6accessed September 20, 2023,
http://www.prolades.com/glama/la5co07/overview_1850-1930.htm.

509 Robert E. WrightpMexicanDescent Catholics and the U.S. Church, 1882910: Moving Beyond Chicano AssumptiorésyJ.S.
Catholic Historian28, no. 4 (Fall 2010): 79,accessedSeptember 20, 2023, https://www.jstor.org/stable/40891031.

510 Wr i g ht , -DeddendCaticobca79.

511 Wr i ght , -DeddenbtChaticobica79; Hermine LeesgThe Archdiocese of Los Angeles: A Brief Histomgelus August 21,
2013, https://angelusnews.com/local/california/the -archdioceseof-os-angelesa-brief-history/.
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and interpretation of religious tradition$12 An important element of spirituality unique to Mexican Catholicism and culture

is the worship of Our Lady of Guadalupe, long recognized as the patron saint of Megicmthe present day, Our Lady of
Guadalupe remains a powerful symbol of Mexican identity and faith, and her image is associated with everything from
motherhood to feminism to social justic€?!3 The story of Our Lady of Guadalupe dates back to December 12, 1531, when
the Virgin Mary appeared to an indigenous peasant named Juan Diego near pregegt Mexico City. She was a dark
skinned woman who spoke Juan Die@onative language, Nahuatl. She left behind a li#&gze image of the Virgin Mary on
the inside of a cloak, which became known as Our Lady of Guadalupe. Shrines to the Lady of Guadalupe are often erected
on the front lawns of residences as symbols of the heeownes® faith and decorated with offerings such as candles and
flowers during holy days (Exhitili8)514 Lennox contains many of these shrines that reflect the religion and culture of the
community, which is predominately composed of Latino residen®26) with Catholicism representing the most commonly
practiced religion (36.6%§°

Exhibit18. Shrine to the Lady of Guadalupe in the front yard of the residence at 10334 South Burl Avenue
in Lennox

Source:Google Maps, April 2022

In the early twentieth century, Protestant denominations began to compete with the Catholic Church for Mexican
converts, encouraging Mexican residents to develop their own churches with Latino pastors and ministers who
spoke Spanish?l6 Today, the area remains largely Latinevith Lennox and West Carson each containing a high
number of Spanishspeaking churches associated with various denominations of the Christian faith including
Tabernaculo Biblico Bautista Amigos de Israel South Bay (4811 Lennox Boulevard, Lennox); La Luz Del Mundo
(10727 South Inglewood Avenue, Lennox); Centro Celebracio@4 Lennox Boulevard, Lennox); Iglesia Nuevas

512 George SanchezBecomingMexicanrAmerican Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity in Chicano Los Angeles, 190045 (New York:
Oxford Press, 1993).

513 Raul A. ReyesOur Lady of Guadalupe Is a Powerful Symbol of Mexican Idegtitgfino, NBC News2016,
https:/Aww.nbcnews.com/news/latino/ourJady-guadalupepowerfulsymbolmexicanidentity-n694216.

54 Reyes, 0Our Lady of Guadal upe

515  QAbout Usp Lennox School District

516 Sanchez BecomingMexicanAmerican
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de Gozo (4454 Lennox Boulevard, Lennox); Iglesia Universal (4432 Lennox Boulevard, Lennox); and Calvary
Community Church (1117 West Milton Street, West Carson).

Following World War knd their release from internment campsmany Japanese Americans moved to areas that
were believed to be more tolerant of Asian Americans such as eastern suburbs, like Monterey Park and San Gabriel,
as well as Crenshaw near Hawtiine Island and West CarsarHowevermanyalsoreturned tothe South Bay!? and
today, the South Bay is home to thdargest concentration of Japanese Americans anthpanese immigrant§in

the County>18

West Carson contains a Japanesspeaking church, the Church of Perfect Liberty, that is associated with the Hito
no-Michi religion. After World War I, Htiwo-Mitchi was revived amonglapanese Americanand modified as PL

Ky bdRerr f(ect L i)dtéesmadt gffilidted, halvaver, with any of the major religious traditions of Japda.

The West Carson church was established by two sets of families that relocated to Los Angeles from Jajpaming

in 1958. Its present buildirpat 1130 West 223rd Street, West Carsonwas constructed in 2010520 |t is one of six
churches affiliated wi#th PL Kybdan in North America.

By 1992, about 60% of the Korean residents in the South Bay lived Torrance and Gardena adjacent to SBAP
communities with the Korean population doubling between 1980 and 1990. The South Bay Korean Chamber of
Commerce was established in 19920 facilitate economic relationships between Korean and Korean American
merchants with other community membersAs a result, the number of Korean businesses and religious institutions
in the area increased?22 One such example is the Kum Ran United Methodist Church, (3153 Marine Avenue), which
was established in 1994 in the Alondra Park/El Camino Village

Storefront Churches

Churches and other religious institutions within th@lanning Areaare not always represented by monumental,
architectdesigned buildings, nor are they always found in prominent public spaces. Storefront churches in the SBAP
communities are typically located in commercial corridors and include former businesses, rettitas, strip malls,

and motels. Fieldstone or Permastone siding is often added to the build@gexterior &o give the building
permanence and respectabilitygf23 Stone cladding also references the concept of thieock,6as quoted in the Bible
from Matthew 16:18 6And | say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against if?24 The worddrocké or da rochadis frequently incorporated in church
names throughout south central Los Angeles. The simple, eclectic facades are oftdre result of a collaboration
between pastors with no design training and contractors working on tight budgéig® Often viewed as a sign of a
neighborhoods economic decline, storefront churches are generally shuttered most of the week. For the

517 Reft,0 Re d e fAsiam Amegca.o

518 Little Tokyo Service CentefSouth Bay Japanese American Needs Assessment Repiokpril 2017, https://www.ltsc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/sb_nikkei_needs_assessment5.pdf, 1.

519 Encyclopedia BritannicagP L K y dhtipa:www.britannica.com/topic/PL-Kyodan.

520 QAbout Usp Perfect Liberty, accessed September 20, 2023, https://perfectliberty.org/.

521 Encyclopedia BritannicagHito-no-michi,6 July 20, 1998, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hito-no-michi.

522 Anthony Millican,0Presence of Koreans Reshaping the Regio: Immigrants: A developing Koreatown in Gar8gnebolizes
Changes a Growing Population Is Bringing to the Axglaos Angeles TimesFelruary 2, 1992, https://www.latimes.com/
archives/la-xpm-1992 -02-02-me-1860-story.html.

523 Camilo VergaragStorefront SalvationgLos Angeles Timesjaruary 12, 2003.

524 Vergara

525 \ergara

D U D E K 12597.03 143

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

communities they serve, these churches aréa place for people to meet and help each other, to remember their
place of origin and to share mealgh26

The community of Lennox has a high concentration of storefront churches. Eclectic zoning has resulted in areas
mixed with commercial, residential, and industrial properties along Inglewood Avenue and Lennox Boulevard where
small, storefront churches are loated next to houses and retail businesses. NeBnglishspeaking Latino residents
shifted away from mainline churches, instead attending storefront churches that began to appear in their
neighborhoods and offered Spanish masses. These churches include Febernaculo Biblico Bautista Amigos de
Israel South Bay, La Luz Del Mundo, Centro Celebracion, and Iglesia Universal.

Storefront churches also have their own unique set of charactéefining features whichfalls far from the traditional

list of neatly defined architectural features typically developed for religious properties, including operating from a
former commercial space, having a simple facade, lack of a steeple, applicationFaéldstone or Permastone
veneer, and security bars across the windows and doord.hey are among our best examples of folk architecture,
yet they show an almost unconscious reverence for theaditional: On their calling cards, collection boxes and
handouts are pictures of the tatsteepled churches they aspire to bé&27 For example, Ocean Gate Southern Baptist
Churchat 13443 Ocean Gate Avenuén Wiseburn was established on a former motel property and uses applied
Feldstone and crossshaped ornaments to reflect the religious use of the properxhibit 19).

Exhibit19. Ocean Gate Southern Baptist in Wiseburtocated at13443 Ocean Gate Avenue.

Source:Google Maps, June 2022

526 Vergara
527 Vergara
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Mid-Century Modern Churches

As the Planning Areadeveloped during the migwentieth century, civic and institutional buildings wereften
designed in the latest modern styles. The Midentury Modern style was popularized after World War Il and could
be adapted to a variety of building typologies. After the war, the construction of churches increased along with their
congregations. Durig this period, church culture evolved to encompass commundyiented activities and church
properties included recreational spaces, including the Trinity Lutheran Church in La Rambla that was established
in 1948 with a food pantry to serve the hungr§zs8

Throughout thePlanning Areamany churches exhibit characteristics of thdlid-Century Modern style, including
Trinity Lutheran Church in La®Rbla (1450 West 7h Street), the Lennox Tongan Methodist Church in Lennas66
Lennox Boulevaryl and Trinity Lutheran Churchin Alondra Park (14517 Crenshaw Boulevard)(Exhibit 20).
Characteristis of the style include sculptural forms and geometric volumes; curved, sweeping wall surfaces;
dramatic and/or unusual roof forms that enhance the building sculptural qualities; highly exaggerated structural
expression; and economical materials like concrete, steel, glass, and breezeblé#k.

Exhibit20. Trinity Lutheran Church at 14517 Crenshaw Boulevard, Alondra P&kCamino Village
constructed 195361954 .

Source:Google Maps, August 2022

528  SurveyLA, CitywidBlistoric Context Statement, #shitecture and Engineering, L.A. Modernism, 19181980, City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning, August 2021, https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/4f67bd3631a-4f26 -9a52-
¢cd5809a66655/LA_Modernism_1919-1980.pdf, 986146.

529 SurveyLAArchitecture and Engineering, L.A. Modernism
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45.6.1 Registration Requirements

Associated Property Types

The property types with the potential to represent the significant trends in religion and spirituality in the SBAP
communities are churches, includingtorefront churches and those formerly in residential properties. Properties
associated with religion and spirituality vary in size and are located both in residential neighborhoods and on major
commercial arteries. The churches are predominantly Mi@entuy Modern in style or are converted commercial or
residential buildings.

Only properties with demonstrated significance and integrity are eligible for designation. Ordinarily, cemeteries,
birthplaces, graves of historical figures, and properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes
are not considered digible for designation. A religious property may be eligible if it derives its primary significance
from architectural or artistic distinction or historical importance. A building, landscape, or district evaluated under
this theme may be considered eligik if it has historical importance, such as being directly related to important
events or associated with important community leaders. The property could be the location of an important event,
such as a political rally, speech, or march. It may also beggfile under this theme if it is the place most directly
associated with the work of an individual who was significant within the theme of religion and spirituality.

Eligibility Standards

A Resource las a direct and significant relationship to an event of histoat importance; and/or was the
primary location of an important organization; and/or was the primary place of work of an individual
important within the theme of religion andpirituality.

A An eligible resource must have been important within its community. Examples might include resources
related to veteran® organizations, ethnic groups, important church congregations and leaders, and
institutions particularly important to the local community beyond the significance of religious identity.

CharacterDefining Features

p>N

Constructed in one of the popular architectural styles for institutional buildings of theriod, which include
but may not be limited to MidCentury Modern

p>N

May also have a utilitarian design without many architectural details

p>N

Features typical of its property type, such as steeples and stainglhss windows for churches

p>N

Most will have at least one large gathering space, such as an auditorium at a school or the nave in a church

>

In or adjacent to major corridors, often constructed right up to the sidewalk with no setback
Considerations

A Eligible resources should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and
Association from their period of significance as defined in Secti@n

A Setting may be compromised by nearby construction that pegdtes the period of significance

A Exterior and interior spaces that functioned as important gathering/meeting places must remain readable
from the period of significance
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A The majority of the resourc& original materials and design features must remain intact and visible,
including wall cladding, windows, fenestration pattern and size of openings, roof features, and details
related to its architectural style

A Limited door and window replacements may be acceptable if they are located on secondary elevations, do
not change the original fenestration pattern and size of openings, and are compatible with the original
design of the resource

A If aresource is a rare surviving example of its type and/or period, a greater degree of alterations that have
already occurred may be acceptable

A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible as a good example of an
architectural style from its period and/or the work of a significant architect or builder

A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible under Civil Rights and Social
Justice and/or Public Art, Music, and Cultural Celebrations themes.

45.7 Parks and Recreation

Overview

The construction of parks and recreational facilities within thelanning Areavas a result of residential, industrial,
and commercial development. Parks were developed throughout the SBAP communities for use by the public and
as an effort to add green space to an overwhelmingly bdilp suburban landscape. Aside from acting as green
spaces,County parks frequently were used as meeting places for community members, locations to learn new skills
in community centers, and free spaces to play sports. Throughdhe 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, the County
Department of Parks and Recreation expanded its parks services, including the construction and expansion of
multiple public swimming pools. Two of the SBAP communities, La Rambla and Hawthiésleed, currently do not
have parks or recreational facilities. Presently, West Cargbionly park, Del Amo/Wishing Tree Neighborhood Park,
will open to the public in' 2024 As a result, the SBAP communities have a totalfolir publicly available parks, Del
Aire Park, Lennox &k, Alondra Park, and Bodger Park, antlé South Coast Botanic Garden in Westfiéfscademy
Hills, which requires paid admission

Community Parks and.Swimming Pools (1981970)

On May 8, 1911, theLos AngelesCounty Board of Supervisors created the Los Angeles County Board of Forestry
and appointed Stuart C. Flintham of Los Angeles as County Forester of Loskesg The primary goal of the Board

of Forestry was to improve all county roads and boulevards with shade trees. County highways were also made
more attractive to motorists with the planting of rose bushes, pine trees, oak trees, and other shade tre®sThe
Board of Forestry operated foB years until it was abolished on January 7, 192(nd replaced by the Office of
County Forestef3! The County Foresté& duties expanded beyond street beautification and often included
monitoring wildfires within the County and fighting fires when needé#.

Plans for the construction of Alondra Park (3850 Manhattan Beach Boulevard) began in 1927, with the issuance
of $1,014,961.20 of bonds for the construction of a 300acre park located along Redondo Beach Bouleva¥e.

530 QA County Forested,Monrovia Daily NewsJaruary 24, 1912, 1.

531 Sapphos Environmental IncHlistorical Resource Evaluation for Athens PariCounty of Los Angeles Department of Parks and
Recreation, July 20196-16.

532 $5,000,000 State Forest Fire Damage)Monrovia Daily New, Nowember 22, 1924, 5.

533  QAlondra Park Bonds Ordered|.os Angeles TimesSepember 28, 1927, 24.
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The park was planned to benefit the communities of Inglewood, Hawthorne, Manhattan Beach, Hermosa, Redondo,
Torrance, and Moneta. As part of the pagkdevelopment, theLos AngelesCity Council agreed to pave streetnd

to install sewers, pedestrian walkways, and streetlights. Alondra Park included tennis courts, a golf course, and
facilities for basketball, football, and basebal34 In July 1929, the Department of Recreation, Camps, and
Playgrounds was established to manage several parks and beaches, including Alondra Park, while the County
Forestry Department maintained control over a different set of parks and park areas.

By 1938, the County consolidated the three offices of the Department of Recreation, Camps, and Playgrauhds
Department of Forestryand the Fire Warden. All three were merged under the Department of Recreation, Camps,
and Playgrounds under Superintendent James K. Reid. Reid had the power to appoint employees and direct all park
activities 535 By 1932, the Department of Recreation, Camps, and Playgrounds operated 5,739 acres of national
forest land and four beaches with 2.34 miles of ocean frontage. Therester and fire wardensupervised19 parks

and 453.94 acres of parkway<36

On May 6, 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the WPA to provide jobs and income to the unemployed
during the Great Depression. As a result of the WPA jobs programs, communities across the United States received
federal funding to build public bildings, regional airports, roads, and parks7” In December 1935, a WPA federal
work campus was set up at Alondra Park. The campus accepted single diidied men 22 years of age or older

and paid them a $55 monthly wagewhich was provided by the WP#8 In 1937, WPA workers helped construct
Alondra Parls 10-acre lake as well as other park improvements across Los Angeles.

In 1939, the Los AngelesCountyBoard of Supervisors created the Department of Recreation and the Department
of Parks,with the Department of Parks remaining within the Department of Forester and Fire Warden. The primary
function of the Department of Parks was to maintain lawns, trees, and shrubs on Countyned properties, whereas

the Department of Recreation was responslie for only recreation. In July 1944, the two departments merged to
become the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recrea®¥nAt the time there were 53 parks in the
County system, including Lennox Park (10828 Condon Avenue), which was dedicated in August 1948. The park
included a softball field and open fields41

On April 16, 1957, the County Departmenbf Parks and Recreationbecame responsible for acquiring land,
developing parks, and operating both local and regional park&. After this policy change, the Countyarks system
continued to grow, acquiring land in communities such as Alondra P&kCamino Village WestfieldAcademy Hills

and Del Aire. Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, who served on the Los Angeles City Council from 1953 to 1965, took a
special interest in the construction of new parks and updating older park facilities. Throughout the 1950s, 1960s,
and 1970s, the County Departmenof Parks and Recreation expanded its parks services. These expansion projects
included the construction of multiple public swimming pools throughout ti@unty, including one at Alondra Park

in 1950 and one at Lennox Park in 1959543 The Alondra Park pool was a-acre freeswimmingstyle Dshaped

534 QAlondra Park Will Benefit Harbor AreaWilmington DailyPress Journab Ociober 24, 1929, 1.

535  @County Moves to Consolidate Three Officég,ong Beach SunApiil 28, 1938, 7.

536 Sapphos Environmental Inddistorical Resource Evaluation for Athens Par§;16.

537 History.com EditorspWorks Progress Administration (WPAMNistory.com (A&E Television Networks, July 13, 2017),
https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/worksprogressadministration.

538  oMlore Work Camps to be Operated Within Coun&riizongBeach PressTelegram Deember27, 1935, 13.

539 (10-Acre Lake to be Created in Alondra Padiaily News March 16, 1937, 8.

540 Sapphos Environmental IndHistorical Resource Evaluation for Athens Parg;1086-16.

541 OoNew Lennox Park to be Dedicatedll os Angeles TimesAugust 25, 1948, 20.

542 Sapphos Environmental IndHistorical Resource Evaluation for Athens Par&;10386-16.

543 Ansley DaviespA Photographic History of County Park Swimming PaoSounty of Los Angeles Department of Parks and
Recreation June 2, 2021, https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4a3ab40cdc0442eebfecc51e06d01e61.

D U D E K 12597.03 148

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

pool, presumably designed by th€ounty engineerThe pool was fresh water and featured a faux beach surrounding
its edges>44 The original Lennox pool and bathhouse were designed by the architectural firm Absmeddreary
and Terasawa, with a 4Zoot by 75-foot pool and an 82foot by 31-foot bathhouse with dressing rooms, showers,
and restrooms. The bathhouse featured concrete panel construction and opegiling dressing roomg49ath pool
houses/bathhouses and other park buildings typically were designed by independent architects or the County
architect as onestory MidCentury Moderrstyle buildings clad in stucco, brick, or stone veneer with minimal
architectural detailing including projecting eaves, exposed rafter tails, and textile block screens (ExRibjt

Exhibit21. Aerial view of Lennox Park, 1963.

. e

Source:County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation Historic Photo Collection, CEO Photo Unit archive.

During the 1950s and 1960s, the SBA& parks and recreation facilities expanded with the construction of Del Aire
Park (12601 South Isis Avenue) in 1958, Alondra Paikl Camino Villag& Bodger Park (14900 Yukon Avenue) in
1959, and WestfieldAcademy Hilsd South Coast Botanic Garden (26300 CrenshawoBlevard) in 1961. In
February 1958, theLos AngelesCountyBoard of Supervisors retained architect James H. Garrott to prepare plans
for Del Aire Park, Bodger Park, and Victoria Community Park (located outdlide SBAPand classified as a
Community Regional Pajk The land for Del Aire Park was acquired in 1957 to provide recreational facilities for Del
Aire, Wiseburn, Hawthorne, Lennox, and Lawndale. The park included a baseball fieldswwéfet parking, and a
picnic area’4s In 1960, a community recreation building was constructed at the park for the cost of $71,400. The
building was intended to service the community and was made available for the use of civic, youth, and community

544 Davies, OA Photographic Hisvory of County Park Swi mming Pool
545 gFirst Phase of Park Job to Take 3 Montltd,os Angeles TimesNov. 2, 1958, 169.
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organizations in addition to programs such as crafts, arts, hobbies, and spor6.By the late 1970s, the parks
facilities had been expanded to include four tennis courts, a gymnasium, and updated lighting.

Bodger Park was constructed soon after Del Aire Park and was financed by the Lawndale School District and the
Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation Department in 1958. Plans included a parking lot, family picnic area,
playground, and baseball fields4” By 1959, the park was expanded with the construction of a 1,62dquare-

foot recreation building, which included a muHise craft room, offices, restrooms, a vestibule, and maintenance
and storage quarters. The new recreation building was described in hewspapersdasnstructed of concrete
block masonrg modernistic and functional in design andé planned to complement the architectural style of the
two schools adjacent to the park (Kit Carson Elementary School and FD Roosevelt Elementary Sctrédlin
2012, the Del Aire Fruit Park was added to Del Aire Park as an urban orchard consisting of 27 fruit trees
accessible to the public.

Unlike the majority ofLos Angeles Gunty® parks and recreation facilities, South Coast Botanic Garden was
established over previously developed land, rather than open space. During the early 1900s, the future site of the
garden was used for surface mining by the Dicalite Company. By 1929, thenelhad switched to openpit mining,

in which minerals were extracted from an open pit in the ground. By 1944, the mine had been sold to the Great
Lakes Carbon Company who owned it until 1956, when mining productidecreased. The land was then sold to
the County who used it as a sanitary landfill to support the aréagrowing population. In 1961, the communityed

by local advocate Frances Young, petitioned th&s AngelesCountyBoard of Supervisors to convert the 8acre
landfill into a botanial garden54® Within the year, the landfill was raised and ready for planting. The South Coast
Botanic Garden was the first of its kind to be planted without budgeted funds under a n€auntypolicy of turning
reclaimed cutcover dump sites into recreational facilities or botanical gardens for public us€.Young became the
first president of the South Coast Botanic Garden Foundation, a title she held for 10 yeatsin April 1961, over
40,000 donated trees, shrubs, and other plants were planted at the garden, rising in number to more than 200,000
plants into the present (Exhibi22). Although presented with unique challenges from the methane produced by the
remains of the landfill, he botanical garder® establishment was considered a successful act oéclamation352

546 dDel Aire Park Building SlatedLos Angeles TimesJuly 10, 1960, 165.

547 dWill Improve Recreation AreaGarden Valley News and Gardena Tribunguly 27, 1958, 6.

548 gPark Building to Serve Gardena AregGGarden Valley News and Gardena Tribun&pil 16, 1959, 14.

549 OHistory & Missiong South Coast Botanic Garden.

550 @gPlanting Begins at PV Botanic Gardé@i\ewsPilot, Apil 13, 1961, 13.

551  MBotanic Garden Founder Ends Long Care&NewsPilot, June 13, 1969, 7.

552 Bob PooldBotanic Garden Strengthens Roots in Face of Closureps Angeles TimesMarch 11, 2004, https://www.latimes.com/
archives/la-xpm-2004 -mar-11-me-surroundl11-story.html.
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Exhibit22. View ofSouth Coast Botanic Garden, Palos Verdes Peninsula, circa 19860970s.

Source:James H. Osborne Photograph Collectidalifornia State University, Dominguez Hills, Archives and Special Collections.

During the 2000s, several ofthe Planning Are& original parks facilities were replaced, including the Lennox Park
community center between 2000 and 2003 and the Alondra Park pool in 2012. West Carépronly park, Del
Amo/Wishing Tree Neighborhood Park, brolgound in 2019 and & slated to open to the public in 2024 1n 2015,

the Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust acquired the &é6res of land and planned the $15 million park after
the DAACadvocated for its construction. The park was planned to include a picnic area, a basketball court, two
futsal (soccerbased game played on a hardcourt) courts, a baseball field, a walking path, 233 new trees, a
hardscape plaza, and a parking 0% The park is located on a remediated brownfield site, which was once part of
a synthetic rubber production facility. After years of health problersgperiencedby the local community, the site
was purchased by Shell and Dow Chemicaihd was later sold to the Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust after
contaminated soil was removed from the sité>4 The parlk® name dWishing Treé was established to honor two
sisters who lived in West Carson and were instrumental in the development of the park.

45.7.1 Registration Requirements

Property types associated with the theme of Parks and Recreation include large and small neighborhood parks
adjacent to schools, parksor botanical gardens located in former industrial corridors; golf courses; baseball fields;
tennis courts; swimming pools; pool houses; and community centers. Recreational areas and parks range in size.
Community centers are typically located within parkand exhibit MidCentury Modern design details. Common
materials and characteristics includeoncrete masonry uniblock, brick masonry, stucco, flat roofs, hipped roofs,
gabled roofs, large plate glass windows, and clerestories. Other features of parks include playgrounds, playing
fields, designed landscaping, walking/running trails, ponds and lakes, and furnishings, such lzenches, trash
receptacles, picnic shelters, and light standards.

553 Steven SharpgSlowProgress for Wishing Tree Park in West Carsobjrbanize May 24, 2023. https://la.urbanize.city/post/
slowprogresswishingtree-park-west-carson.

554 dWishing Upona TreéWe st Carson Turns One of Nationds Mo éSouthBayGitesmi nat e
Council of Governments, Seépmber 1, 2022, https://southbaycities.org/wishing-tree-park/.
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Only properties with demonstrated significance and integrity are eligible for designation. Eligible buildings and
landscapes may include those developed early in the Coudthistory, buildings and parks that represent important
planning principles and building programs, and those that were the locations of important events or associated with
persons significant under this theme or other themes, such as Civil Rights and Sbdiastice and/or Public Art,
Music, and Cultural Celebrations.

Eligibility Standards

A Resource fas a direct and significant relationship to a significant period of Parks and Recreation
development in the SBAP communities; and/or was the primary location of important events; and/or was
the primary place of work of an individual important within the é#me of Parks and Recreation.

A Resource was constructed during the period of significance (191d1970) for Parks and Recreation
development within the SBAP.

A Simply being a park or place of recreation is not enough to justify eligibility. An eligible resource must have
been important within its community. Examples might include the earliest public park or a park with an
innovative landscape design that exhibitsnportant planning principles and recreational programs.

CharacterDefining Features

p>N

Large, landscaped areas

p>N

Includes buildings constructed in one of the popular architectural styles of the period, such as
Mid-Century Modern

Includes recreational facilities, such as fields, courts, golf courses, and playgrounds

> >

Includes either formal and heavily designed or informal and more natural

Considerations

p>N

Eligible resources must retain integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association
from their period of significance as defined in Section. 3

p>N

Setting may be compromised by nearby construction that peddtes the period of significance

p>N

The majority of the resourc& original design features and materials must remain intact andisible,
including details related to the architectural style for buildings, materials, site plan, and related buildings,
structures, and fixtures

A Minor changes to the overall site plan or replacement of limited materials with similar materials are
acceptable, but substantial demolition or reconfiguration of spaces and amenities are not acceptable

A Aresource eligible under this theme may also be associated with adjacent residential development

A Aresource that is eligible under this theme may also be eligible as a good example of an architectural style
and/or the work of a significant architect or builder

A A resource that is eligible under this theme may also be eligible under the Public Art, Music, and Cultural
Celebrations theme
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45.8 Education

Overview

Educational development encompasses both the physical construction of schools within the SBAP communities
and the segregation practices and cultural environment in which Califor@eeducation system was foundedThe
County has over 75 school districiswith LAUSD being just one. Despite LAUSD being the largest district in
Los Angeles, the only SBAP schools that fall within it are those in West Carson. The remainder of the SBAP public
schools are within the jurisdiction of smaller school districts, includjrthe Lennox School District, Wiseburn Unified
School District, Lawndale Elementary School District, and EI Camino Community College District. Throughout the
twentieth century, primary and secondary school designs and layouts placed an emphasis on natight, fresh

air, and outdoor spaces, and they evolved with social developments to become more flexible and programmatic.
Additionally, there are multiple charter and private schools located within tFéanning Areahat are independent

from the County. Thse schools often were developed as a result of overcrowding and an overall lack of financial
support, which plagued the development of the distri@t facilities within the SBAP. One higher education iitation

is located within thePlanning Area El Camino College, which was founded in 1947, soon after the end of World
War Il. The communities of La Rambla and Hawthorne Island do not have any primary, secondary, or higher
education facilities within their boundaries.

Primary and Secondary Education (187@21978)
Los Angeles Unified School District

LAUSD began in 1872 as the Los Angeles City School District, which was later joined by the Los Angeles City High
School District in 1890. Each city in California was required by state legislation to create a board of education that
established school curgula and methods. Schools were quickly constructed in the early 1870s as weogimed
multiroom buildings primarily in downtown Los Angeles. Los Angeles experienced a population boom in the 1880s
resulting in the need for more and larger schools to keempe with the growth in population. A lack of financial
support resulted in overcrowding in schools and the denial of enroliment for many students. In 1889, cities were
given the authority to issue bonds for schodluild campaigns, which temporarily relieve the overcrowding.
Enrollment continued to increase disproportionately faster than the construction of new schools. Consequently,
overcrowding in schools remained a persistent issue into the twentieth centay.

Schools outside the downtown core remainesimple woodframe buildings during the early twentieth century. In
comparison, schools closer to the downtown core became more monumental in scale and were designed by
architects in popular institutional styles such as Classical Revival and variations of Beafwts, primarily
Renaissance Revival. By 1898, the Los Angeles school system included 57 facilities and 400 classrooms,
estimated in value at $1.25 million356 As the area served by the district grew and gained more wealth, so did
the school facilities.

In 1913, the City of Los Angeles completed the first Los Angeles Aqueduct. Thg® charter stipulated that the
City could not sell or provide surplus water to any area outside the city limits and as a result, many adjacent
communities annexed themselves intd.os Angelesfor rights to the water. Between 1910 and 1930, the area

555 Sapphos Environmental Incl.os Angeles Unified School District Historic Context Statement, 1870 to 198%s Angeles Unified
School District, March 2014, 1921.
556 0Los Angeles Public Schools: Schools and Teachéisys Angeles TimesJaruary 1, 1898, 1.
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through which the aqueductan wasincorporated into the City of Los Angeles, which increased the Gtgreafrom

115 square miles to 442 square milesand the population from 533,535 to 1,300,000.557 The opening of the first

Los Angeles Aqueduct came at the same time as the Progressive Education Movement, which advocated for more
child-centered methods of education. This was reflected in school designs that emphasized natural light, fresh air,
and outdoor spaces, and that were more flexible and programmatic. This was achieved through the addition of
windows and more expansive campuses8

Due to funding limitations, school campuses were frequently built in stagdist with the administration building
then the classroom wings and any additional classrooms, a cafeteria, and later a gymnasi&wilowing the 1925
Santa Barbara earthquakewood was replaced withmore seismically stablemasonry as the standard for new
school construction Throughout the 1920s, Los Angetepublic-school enrollment grewl9-fold following the boom

in industries such as film and aeronautics. In 1925, theos Angels Board of Education approved plans to construct
the Meyler Street Elementary School at 1123 West 228 Street in West Carson for $35,000. The school was part
of LAUSI® continuing building plarfs® The services available expanded beyond primary and secondary schools
into special facilities for the deaf, blind, physically disabled, or cognitively impairedening high schools for adults
and language programs for nofEnglishspeaking students. In 1925, the Frank Wiggins Trade School was
established, followed by the distri@ first junior college in 1929360

The 1930s brought an increase in the sizdloor plan, and design of new school buildings. By the mi®30s, the
New Deal, and later the WPAyere sponsoringthe construction of new schools throughout Southern California,
particularly after the 1933 Long Beach earthquake. In 1934, the State of California adopted the Field Act as a direct
result of the 1933 Long Beach earthquake. ThEield Act was one of the first pieces of legislation that mandated
earthquakeresistant construction specifically for schools. New schools were required to be only one story for
elementary schools and no more than two stories for junior and high schqoisth exteriors that lacked onament

and used the latest construction techniques. These schools were predominately Streamline Moderne in style.
Education practices continued to become less rigid, resulting in buildings constructed for the scale of a child.
Children being smaller than dults, they needed schools constructed for their specific use, meaning oséory and

as close to the ground as possible. Education practices shifted from strict disciplinary actions to giving children
more freedom and these new construction practices redicted that. Modern architects with European roots or
training such as William Edmond Lescaze, George Howe, Richard Neutra, and Franklin & KuAgsociates began
experimenting with school design, pioneering new plans including thehaped plan and the fingejplan school?6?
These plans emphasized access to the outdoors and the ability to add buildings as necessary. The majority of the
primary and secondary schools within the SBAP were designed using variations of the fiptgr. Between 1936
and 1945, the Los Angeles City&ool District became more decentralized with the Beverly Hills, Torrance, Culver
City, and William S. Hart Union High School districts splitting off to form their own dist@éts.

World War Il caused the school curriculum to focus on defensdated activities under the National Defense
Training program and the Rural War Production Training program. After the war, Los Angeles experienced another
construction boom, as well as a popation increase and athaby boomé The number of babies being born greatly

557  dWater in Early Los AngelesWater and Power, accessed February 23, 2022, https://waterandpower.org/museum/
Water_in_Early_Los_Angeles.html.

558  Sapphos Environmental IncL.os Angeles Unified School Districe8330.

559 @Schools, Apartments, Clubs, Dwellingd,0s Angeles Evening Expres©cbber 24, 1924, 12.

560 9 School s, Apart memba7. Cl ubs, Dwel l ings, 0

561 Eric D. Reeder, Sullun Park and Youngsuk KindA Study of Los Angeles Public School Desigridentifying Community
ImprovementpArchitectural Researchl8, no. 4 (December 2016): 171178.

562 Sapphos Environmental Incl.os Angeles Unified School Distric,03.
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outnumbered the classrooms available, resulting in classroom shortages and overcrowding. Schools became
increasingly costeffective and modular in design and construction, utilizing prefabricated materials such as
plywood, glass, and steel. The focus on toor interaction remained an essential part of the design which
featured ventilation, canopied outdoor corridors, floao-ceiling windows, and exposed construction systems.
Schools of this type in the SBAP included Van Deene Avenue Elementary Scho8R@tJavelin Street in West
Carson, which was constructed in 1958%3 The school utilized the fingeplan design with an emphasis on air and
space between the buildings. The clustgrlan school became popular in moreirban areas because of its more
compact floor plan, which featured wings along an axi®y the 1960s, the cluster planhad become the
standardized school plan. The architectural style utilized for these schools was primarily ghtury Modern. In
1961, the three separate entities of the Los Angeles City School District (Elementary School District, High School
District, and Junior Citege) were unified to become LAUSIN 1969, student enrollment dropped rather than
increasedfor the first time in LAUSE history.564

LAUSD is currently the largest public school system in California in terms of number of students and the second
largest public district in the United States, second only to the New York City Department of Education. Since 1997,
LAUSD has constructed 136 new -K2 school projects and completed over 23,250 school rehabilitation,
modernization, and replacement project8 The school district is the seconthrgest employer in the County and
during the 202262023 school year served 565,479 studentsté

Lennox School District

The community of Lennox began providing public education for local children in 1910 in a fmom, woodframe
schoolhouse. The building held all grade levels and had a student population of 50.The area officially received

the name Lennox in 1912, and the Lennox School District was formed soon after. The Lennox School District
includes a preschool, five elementary schools, and Lennox Middle School. The majority of these schools were
constructed post-World War Il in response to the construction and population boom that occurred throughout
LosAngeles. The schools displayed similar characteristics as those constructed by LAUSD during the same period,
including costeffective modular designs-and prefabricated materials. Schools from this period and of this type in
Lennox include Lennox Prescho@ll0203 Firmona Avenue), Felton Elementary School (10417 Felton Avenue),
Buford Elementary Sctrl (4919 West 109th Street), Jefferson Elementary School (1032€ondon Avenue), and
Dolores Huerta Elementary Scho@lormerly the Mary JWhelan Sch@') (4125 West 105th Street). For the majority

of the next four decades, the Lennox School Distrgtenroliment increased every year.

Students identifying as Latino made up 16% of the student body enrolled in the Lennox School District in 1968.
This number rose to 85% by 1985 and 94% by 1993. Between 1980 and 1990, immigrants from Mexico and
Central America in Lennox doubled. In 1984, federal judge condemned the then Lennox High School (11033
Buford Avenue) as illegally segregated, with Lennox being one of the last school systems in Southern California
to desegregate under court orders. Superintendent Ken Moffet argued for state offisi#o purchase the Lennox
High School campus for $8.2 million with the state allocating $2 million for renovations. An agreement was

563 AMillions to be Spent on Port Schoolél.os Angeles TimesJune 15, 1958, 1.

564 Sapphos Environmental IncL.os Angeles Unified School District03.

565 dLos Angeles Unified Fingertip Facts: 2082023,6LAUSD Unified, accessed September 12, 2023,
https://web.archive.org/web/20221014104743/https://achieve.lausd.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstancei
d=73040&dataid=121695&FileName=Fingertip%20Facts%202022023%20English.pdf.

56 0Los Angeles Uni®ied Fingertip Facts

567 QAbout UspLennox School District
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made in 1984 that included a decree that the Lennox campus would never be used as a comprehensive high
school again>68

In 1990, the Lennox School District was the largest immigragport-of-entryd school district in California. A po#f-
entry school district was defined as a school district that served as the first settling areas for large numbers of
immigrants to California. These types of districts typically had a high number of students wittitéd proficiency in
English. At this time, about 4,500 Lennox students were classified as not proficient in English. Between 1989 and
1990, enrollment had risen to 5,708, a 4.5%increase. To cover this influx of students, the district leased portable
classrooms as a temporary solution to the student population increa8®. Later solutions included the construction

of charter schools and new elementary schools.

The community of Lennox is located less thanmile east of LAX, the thirdbusiest airport in the United States. Due

to the high number of both passenger and cargo flight traffic, the surrounding communities were impacted by
aircraft noise, including students in Lennox schools. Temporary solutions included covering all windovisiidding
windowless classrooms. In 1980, the Lennox School District and the City of Los Angeles settled a lawsuit, which
allowed aircrafts carrying up to 40 million people per ye#wo fly over the schools. The result was an aircraft flying
overhead every3 minutes. In 1977, the Centinela Valley Union High School District Board of Education ordered
Lennox High School to close its doors by 1980 due to the cost of soundproofing the school in response to loud jets
from LAX. Lennox community members protested shtlosure, and instead the school was converted to Lennox
Middle Schoole0 A settlement between the Lennox and Inglewood school districts and Los Angeles World Airports
was reached in February 2005 to provide $110 million in noise mitigation fuedver the next 10 years. It tool3
years for Congress to approve legislation allowing LAX officials to provide the money to the Lennox distrithe
majority of Lenno® soundproofing efforts were completed between 2010 and 2019 and included the installation

of thicker doorsand windowsin addition toother soundproofing methods.

The Lennox School District totals more than 5,100 students attending a preschool, five elementary schools, and a
middle school. Into the present, the Lennox community takes enormous pride in their school district and its ability
to educate children and ovecome disadvantages. Due to the lack d@ity government oversight, the schools have
become a focal point for the community. Schools assist parents with immigration, census, and other government
documents and since the 1990shavehad after-school activities anti-gang programs, and mental health suppoFt2

Wiseburn Unified School District

The Wiseburn School District was established on March 8, 1896, and was named after the then extant Wiseburn
Train Depot (since demolished). Its formation came after a group of local parents petitioned the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors to form thie own district. The district originally included Del Air&Viseburn, eastern El
Segundo, and parts ofHawthorng Hermosa Beach, Lawndale, Manhattan Beach, and North Redondo Beach.
Classes were held inside the WiseburDepot for a small group of students, the majority being children of local
farmers. A temporary school was consicted between 120th and 124th Streets and a tworoom schoolhouse was

buit in 1897 at 135th Street and Aviation Boulevard, which would later become the site for Dana Middld&a

568 Bob Williams,0«Ca mp u s Cl osed by Judégos Bregeled Eirnegslane 13, 85 11 Reopen,

569 Anthony Millican,ONumber of Pupils in Lennox District Breaks a Recodd,os Angeles TimesOcbber 11, 1990, B33B4.

570 Jane Martin,d_ennox High Entangled in Red TapgeRedondo Reflex September 28, 1977, 21.; WilliamsgCampus, Closed by
Judge's Decree, Will Reopei.

571 QAirport Board Approves $100 Millioin Soundproofing for Lennox SchoolsDaily Breeze Segember 19, 2011.

572 Laura Wides0Schools Offer More than Education to Lennox Resideritsps AngelesTimes Jaruary 25, 2001, B13B2.

D U D E K 12597.03 156

MARCH 2024



HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENT / LOS ANGELES COUNTSOUTH BAYAREA PLAN PROJECT

(5504 West 135th Street) (located outside the SBAPY2 During the 1910s, territory originally under the jurisdiction
of the WiseburnSchoolDistrict began to be acquired by other districts, including the El Segundo School District and
the Manhattan Beach Unified School District.

In 1929, the Wiseburn school was expanded to include four roopisemployed six fultime teachers. In 1941, the
district elected its first superintendent, Don Smith. One of Smdhfirst accomplishments was creating the Wiseburn
Parent Teacher Associatioin October of that same year. Prior to World War I, many of the students within the
school district were Japanese, typically the children of Japanese farmers who lived in the surrounding area. By
1935, 82 of the district® 125 students were of Japaneselescent. Following the attack on Peal Harbarapanese
students that had once attended the Wiseburrschool District were relocated and many never returned, which
changed the ared@ demographics permanently’4

Throughout the 1940s, the Wiseburn School District continued to lose territory to neighboring school districts. Both
the Manhattan Beach School District and th€ity of Hawthorne attempted to take over or completely annex the
area into their jurisdiction. These efforts failed and created a strong local contingency of citizens that fought hard
against any future takeovers. This resulted in the district keepirige same territory since 1951, despite future
attempts to annex275 Similar to the Lennox School District, the posVorld War |1l population boom resulted in the
construction of new schools including Del Aid@Juan De Anza Elementary School in 1946 (12110 Hindry Avenue)
(later renamed Del Aire Elementary Schgand the Jose Sepulveda Elementary School in 1956 (12495 South Isis
Avenue), which has since closed to become the charter school Da Vinci Conhéct.

Plans to make Wiseburn an independent unified school district began in 2001. Th8nperintendent Don Brann
looked to break the ties between Wiseburn and the Centinela Valley Union High School District. This separation
was approved by the California Board of Education in 2004, but full separation was a slow process and was not
completeduntil 2012. In July 2014, the district became officially named the Wiseburn Unified School DistA¢t.
Multiple schools under the jurisdiction of the Wiseburinified School District are located outside the formal
boundaries of Del Aireand Wiseburn and therefore outside the SBAP. Those include Dana Middle Sic(s504
West 135th Street), Aviation ElementaiSchool (5403 138th Street), Hollyglen Elementary Sef (5309 West
135th Street) (formerly Cabrillo Elementary)and the middle and high school Success Learning Center (13530
Aviation Boulevard).

Lawndale Elementary School District

The Lawndale Elementary School District was originally formed in 1906 as the Lawndale School District. Its
jurisdiction included portions of Hawthorne, Del Air&Viseburn, and Alondra Park/El Camino Villa§é By the
1930s, the district had been renamed as the Lawndale Elementary School District and underwent similar fights for
territory as the surrounding smaller districts. Additionallitfke other areas ofthe County, the Lawndale Elementary
School District underwent a classroom shortage as a result of the p&brid War Il population boom. In 1949, it
was reported that the Lawndale Elementary School District was using two classrooms in a church, two formey Arm
barracks, one private home, and offices in a recreation center for classroom use due to the shortae.

573
574
575
576
577
578
579

Sam Gnerre How Wiseburn Became the Little School District that Coud@aily Breeze Jaruary 7, 2017.

OHow Wi seburn Became the Wittle School District that Could
OHow Wi seburn Became the Wittle School District that Coul d
National Environmental Title ResearctaDel Aireand Wiseburn [aerial photos and topography maps]

Gnerre,0How Wiseburn Became the Little School District that Coudd.

0School Bond Election Noticé,Los Angeles Evening Post RecorNovember 16, 1906, 7.

OState Education Rationed Says Sen. Dilworfi,os Angeles Evening Citizen New®cbber 19, 1949, 3.
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To reduce the overcrowding of schools, the district began to construct new elementary schools, including Alondra
Park/El Camino Villag& Mark Twain Elementary School in 1945 (3728 West 154 Street), Franklin Delano
Roosevelt Elementary School in 1946 (3533 Marine Avenue) (ExhiB8), and Kit Carson Elementary School
(originally named the 147h Street School) in 1947 (3530 West 14Th Street). In 1953, the Lawndale Elementary
School District requested a $2 million loan from the State Allocation Board toopide additional facilities to the
area. By this time, the district was one of the fastegfrowing Harbomarea communities in the South Bay. The district
hired architect H.L. Gogerty, a school designeell-known in Southern California, to draw up plans for the school
program. By the miel950s, the school district had five new schools antlad made major additions to two others.
Lawndale had thedhighest percentage of building activity of any school district its size in the st&#b? The loan
would be used to expand existing facilities to provide for an anticipated enrollment of 6,000 students in the years
1954 and 1955.581

Exhibit23. Children at the new Franklin Delano Roosevelt Schaol1946.

Source:Times Photol.os Angeles TimesMarch 11, 1946, 11.

In 1958, the Lawndale Elementary School District and tHeos Angeles County Parks and Recreation Department
financed the construction of Bodger Park in Alondra Park/El Camino Village, which would act as a recreation facility
for Kit Carson Elementary School and Franklin Delano Roosevelt Elementary School. THespplans included a
parking lot, family picnic area, playground, and baseball fiel&®. Throughout the next several decades, the school
district applied for additional school aid to construct classrooms, build new schools, and maintain the schools they
had within their systen83 In 1966, the district limited how many students could be in one class to 30. The goal

580 gLawndale Request Huge School LoarGarden Valley News and Gardena Tribun®cbber 15, 1953, 11.
581 0 L a w nRleguest Huge School Loaa

582 dWill Improve Recreation AreaGarden Valley News and Gardena Tribunéuly 27, 1958, 6.

583 gLawndale to Apply for School Aftll.os Angeles TimesMarch 20, 1960, 160.
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was to lower the number of students over the ne years to be a more reasonable size. At thane, the typical
class was 33 students84

The school districls student population continued to increase and reached its peak enrollment in 1968 with 7,016
students. After reaching its peak in the late 1960s, the distri@ enroliment began to drop through the 1970s until
it reached its lowest enrollment in 1983 with 3,974 students. Eventually, of the district® 11 schools were closed.
Since that time, the are@& demographicshave begunto shift toward older more affluent couples with children,
which raised the enrollment an average 100 studentg year. In 1991, the distric demographics were 41% Latino,
31% Caucasian, 13%AfricanAmerican and 10% Asiart8> As of 202062021, the Lawndale Elementary School
District included 4,949 students and over 200 teachers:8é

Charter and Private School$193561969)

A charter school is a publicly funded independent school established by teachers, parents, or community groups
under the terms of a charter with either local or national authority. A private school is supported by a private
organization or individuals ratbr than by the government. Throughout the SBAP there are multiple charter and
private schools including Animo Leadership High School (11044 8h Freeman Avenue)constructed in 2011, and
LennoxMath, Science& Technology Academy (11036 Hawthorne Boulevardonstructed in 2001, both located in
Lennox and the Chadwick School (26800 South Academy Drive) in Westfield/Academy H#is.

The Chadwick School was founded in 1935 by Margaret Lee Chadwick, who after discovering the widespread
overcrowding in schools, opened the Chadwick Open Air School at her home in San Pedro. The school had four
students, two of which were the sons of Margar Lee Chadwick and her husband Joseph Chadwickpaval officer.

The school offered education to anyone willing to learn and work hard. Students were welcahéhe school
regardless of their academic inclination, race, religious background, or socioecomiostatus 588 The school developed
rapidly and in 1938, it moved to a new 3&cre campus in Westfield/Academy Hills donated by Frank Vanderlip that
was called the Chadwick Seaside School. A $150,000 construction program was announced, including a recreation
hall, a certral dining and community center hall, a dormitory, and two other living quarters for the scl@ol
personnel38® The school at the time had 75 students and functioned as a day school and a boarding school.

By the 1960s, the school had officially become the Chadwick School and expanded its campus to 30 buildings. The
school owned all 126acres of the land surrounding the school, which they sold off to establish the schiol
endowment. The teaching philosophy remained the same as d@sriginal concept of developing the potential of
each student through the means of small classes and an intimatgudentteacher relationship&®® Today, the
Chadwick School is located on 4%cres with 22 school buildings and 31 faculty residences. The student body
comprisesover 860 students taught by 113 facultyin the Village School (&6), Middle School (88), and Upper
School ($912).591

584 80-Pupil Class Limit Set as Godl|l.os Angeles TimesJaruary 23, 1966, 134.

585 Kim Kowskyd. awndal eds Growing Diver si HhosAgekes ThesO8bbdr i3v1891,8B3 dRdB8e s f or

586  Common Core of DatadLawndale ElementaryjNational Center for Education Statistics, Institute of Education Sciences, accessed
September 14, 2023, https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/district_detail.asp?Search=2&ID2=0621210.

587 National Environmental Title Researcliennox [aerial photos and topography maps]

588 QA Rich HistongChadwick School

589 oChadwick School to Build in HillENewsPilot, July 1, 1937, 1.

590 @Chadwick School Celebrates its 38 Anniversary on Palos Verdes PeninsuldyewsPilot, Jaruary 25, 1968, 9.

591 QA Rich Histonfaccessed September 14, 2023.
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Segregation in Schools (18661979)

At the genesis of Californi& education system, structures were put into place that segregated minority students
from Caucasian students. In 1860, Californi@a Education Code explicitly stated tha#fricanAmerican Asian
American, and Native American students could not attend public schools with Caucasian studé$®sMinority
students attended schools specifically constructed for their ethnicity. The 1920s brought many Mexican laborers
to Southern California seeking work in the citrus groveglexicanAmericars faced racist practices, including being
forced to attend dVlexicard schools. By 1940, more than 8% of MexicanAmerican students attended these
schools. School boards argued that teaching students of Mexican heritage separately would help them
OAmericanizé faster and that they needed special instructiorfbased on culturally biased 1.Q. tesjsin 1946, a
group of MexicanAmericanfamilies filed a lawsuit in federal court known aslendez v. Westminsterfter their
children were turned awayfrom their local school based on race. The court ruled in MendgZavor stating, A
paramount requisite in the American system of public education is social equabtipespite this ruling, LAUSD
schools remained segregated?s

By the early 1960s, thecivil rights movement had been gaining momentum, with LAUSD targeted as a system
requiring reform. Increasing racial tension throughout the County led to-a demographic and financial imbalance in
many schools. Discriminatory housing practices from the 1930s segregatedusing in the County and as a result
contributed to the segregation of schools. Caucasian students in racially mixed neighborhoods were able to attain
a waiver and attend a predominantly Caucasian school despitenot being the school closest to them. Regardless

of the passing ofBrown v. Board of Educatioimn 1954, which established racial segregation in public schools as
unconstitutional nationwide, LAUSD was resistant to desegregatrig.

Local organizations such as théNational Association for the Advancement of Colored PeopMAACK and the
American Civil Liberties Unioientified multiple issues with the Los Angeles Board of Education, including a need
for new school boundaries to allovAfricanrAmericanstudents in overcrowded schools to attend predominantly
Caucasian schoolsmore ‘AfricanrAmericanteachers, and a more culturally diverse curriculum. During this period,
LAUSD was focused on opening new schools in the San Fernando Vad#hyer than maintaining and upgrading
campuses in neighborhoods of lower socioeconomic staté.

In 1963, the American Civil Liberties Uniofiled a classaction lawsuit, Crawford v. Los Angeles City Board of
Education, on behalf of twoAfricanAmericanhigh school students, Mary Ellen Crawford and Inita Watkins. The
school desegregation lawsuit highlighted the discrepancy between two schodlmiles apart, Jordan Senior High
School in Watts and South Gate Senior High SchaolSouth Gate Activists continued to petition for change when
LAUSD did not act quicklythe longest civil rights demonstrationn Los Angeles, the Freedom March, took plage

June 1963. The march took place in downtown Los Angeles, beginnaig~AME Church, 801 Towne Avenuand
endingat the Los Angeles Board of Education. The California Supreme Court ordered LAUSD to formulate a plan to
correct the racial imbalance in the schoolsSolutions included busing students to different schools to correct
overcrowding and racial imbalances. West Cars@rMeyler Street Elementary School was one of six schools in the

52 Reed Levitt an dFadihg @Qur Rast,@bhaGging @ue Future, Part I: A Century of Segregation in San Francisco
Unified School District (18581971),6 SFUSD September 16, 2020, https://www.sfusd.edu/facingour-past-changingour-
future-part-i-centurysegregationsan-franciscounified-schookdistrict.

593  Dave Roosg@The Mendez Family Fought School Segregation 8 Years Before Brown v. Board @Hi&tiory.com, A&E Television
Networks, September 18, 2019, https://www.history.com/news/mendeschoolsegregationmexicanamerican#:~:text=.
Segregation%20Was%20Widespread%20in%20California&text=By%201940%2C%20more%20than%2080,Asian%20Americans%
20and%20Naive%20Americans.

594 Sapphos Environmental IncL.os Angeles Unified School District099110.

595  Mike Davis and Jon WieneGet the Night on Fire: L.A. in the Sixtigskondon, UK: Verso, 2020), 376.
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area that were part of the busingintegration program, which would receive students from two central area
elementary schools. The program planned to bring nearly 900 minority students on a voluntary basis to
predominantly Caucasian schools where classroom space was availa§fe Although this solution was seen as
temporary, the 1965 Watts Uprising contributed to an intensification of feelings on both sides of the issue of
integration, with community members, activists, and students arguing for equal education righis.

By the late 1960s,frustrations mounted among Latino students, who predominately attended rdown, overcrowded
schools with underqualified teachers who rarely encouraged them to go to college. Latino students were encouraged to
enroll in vocational and domestic training, Wi about half failing to graduate from Los Angeles high scho&%.In March

1968, approximately 15,000 Latino highschool students walked out of classes in East Los Angeles, protesting the
inequality in the public education system. These became known as tieastLos AngeleBlowoutspwhich were led by

a MexicanAmericansocial studies teacher at Lincoln High School, Sal Castro. Students from Woodrow Wilson, Garfield,
Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Belmont, Venice, and Jefferson high schools participated. The first unscheduled
walkout took place at Wilson High Schbon March 6, 196859 Administrators responded by calling the police, locking
students in, and arresting 13 of the organizers, known as the East L.A.523.

The Educational Issues Coordinating Committee (EICC), representing the students, met with the Los Angeles Board
of Education on March 28 to present their 39 demands. The board dismissed the EBC@quests,which included

an increase in bilingual education, claiming a lack of fundirf§! Although theLos AngeleBoard of Educationdid

not followthroughon the EICC demands, Latino students gained a sense of empowerment and unificaé®n.

After a 1977 California Supreme Court ruling calling for ereasonable and feasibl® integration plan, the
LosAngeles Board of Education continued to utilize the controversial program of busing students to different
schools. In 1979, Californi& Proposition 1, Desegregation Busing Court Orders Amendment, was put on the
ballot. It passed with 70% of voters supportingand end to busing students. Throughout the 1980s, busing
programs were voluntary, but in the 1990s a series of court rulings released school districts from mandatory
desegregation plans. As opposed to legally mandated segregated schools, many school districts remain largely
segregated based on the demographics of neighborhoods. In 2019, a diufound that more than half of the
children in the United States attend schools in districts where the student population is either more than%5
Caucasian or more than 7%6non-Caucasian®03

Higher Education Institutions (194@1968)

Within'the Planning Areahere is one higher education institution, EI Camino College (16007 Crenshaw Boulevard)
located in Alondra Park/El Camino Village. On June 30, 1946, members of the South Bay community voted 10 to 1
to create EI Camino Junior College after a decade of discussion. The college began with 450 students, taught in
repurposed World War Il Army bawks. The need for a more permanent college campus came while Alondra Park
was in development. In February 1947, theos AngelesCountyBoard d Supervisors Chairman, Raymond V. Darby,

596 @Decision to Bus School Children to San Pedro Left Up to CrowihiiewsPilot, November 1, 1968, 1.

597 Sapphos Environmental IncL.os Angeles Unified School District,10.

598  Davis and WienerSet the Night on Fire376

599  Kelly SimpsongEast L.A. Blowouts: Walking Out for Justice in the Classroa®BS SoCaKCETMarch 7, 2012,
https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/east--a-blowoutswalkingout-for{justice-in-the-classrooms.

600  Jack McCurrypVenice High Youths, Police Clagh,os Angeles TimesVarch 13, 1986, 1.

601  Straus, Death of a Suburban Dream164.

602 Mario T.Garca and Ellen McCrackepRewriting the Chicano Movement: New Histories bfexicanAmericanActivism in the Civil
Rights Era Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 20211.3.

603 | esley KennedypWhat Led to Desegregation BusiifigAnd Did It Work®@History.com, A&E Television Networks, July 9, 2019,
https://www.history.com/news/desegregatiortbusingschools.
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recommended a 40acre portion of land in the southwest corner of the park be developed into the college. After
some discussion, the campus was planned on unincorporated county land to the direct east of Alondra Park. The
colleges first president Forrest G. Murdockslowly developed the college over the next 12 yeassith facilities built

one at a time to keep the school out of debt. Ground was broken in 194and the same yearEl Camino College
had its first graduating class of 87 students. Since the 193, the college rapidly expandedincluding the
construction of an administration building, library, cafeteria, and social and life sciences buildings (Ex@i#h)t Post
World War I, the student populatiomose to 10,000 within 10 years. Parking became a challenge during the
college® continuing expansion. In 1968, an innovative solution was developed with the construction of a $2.7
million concrete structure atop the Dominguez Channel, which ran along the scl@®alestern perimeter and
provided parking fo 2,000 cars.8%4 Presently,El Camino Collegeonsists of 37 buildings on 26acres and is one of

two community colleges serving the South Bay area. In 2019, the college served approximately 23,000 students
within the EI CaminoCommunity College District, including the communities of Alondra Park/El Camino Village,
Carson, Del AireWiseburn, El Segundo, Gardena, Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Inglewood, Ladera Heights,
Lawndale, Lennox, Lomita, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, Torrance, and View-Ramkisor Hills50>

Exhibit24. View of El Camino CollegeCampus Center, circa 1954.

. CAMPUS CENTER, EL CAMINO COLLEGE, EL CAMINO COLLEGE, CALIF.

Source:James H. Osborne Photograph Collection, South Bay History Colletc8&UDH Archives.

45.8.1 Registration Requirements

Associated Propertylypes

Property types associated with the theme of Education include individual school buildings and larger school
campuses composed of numerous buildings and related features, like playgrounds and playing fields. The SBAP
communities have both public and privatechool buildings. Schools in th&®lanning Aregprimarily reflect the same

604 Sam GnerredThe Founding and Early Days of EI Camino Collégguth Bay HistoryMarch 12, 2021,
https://sbhistoryblog.wordpress.com/2021/03/12/the -foundingand-early-daysof-el-camino-college/.

605 E|l Camino Community College District0College and Community Profile§, EI Camino College, April 2013,
https://lwww.elcamino.edu/administration/ir/docs/eccprofile/ecc_college_communityprofiles_jul2013_1.pdf.
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general time period of posiWorld War |1l development utilizing Mi@entury Modern styles. Common materials and
features include stucco, synthetic wall panel systems, woed post and beam structures, gabled and flat roofs,
large plate glass windows, clerestories, and covered outdoor walkways.

A building or campus evaluated under this theme may be considered eligible if it was the location of an important
event or the location of an important milestone in the events leading to the desegregation of schools. It may also
be eligible under this thene if it is the place most directly associated with the work of an individual who was
significant within the theme of Education development. In many cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it
may also be eligible for its architectural style or aer Civil Rights and Social Justice and/or Public Art, Music, and
Cultural Celebrations themes.

Eligibility Standards

A Resourcereflects one of the significant trends in the development @ducation in the SBAP communities
or embodies the distinctive characteristics of school development from that period. The major trends are:

- Primary and Secondary Education (18@1978)
- Charter and Private Schools (193%1969)

- Segregation in Schools (18681979)

- Higher Education Institutions (19461968)

A Resource fas a direct and significant relationship to education development; and/or was the primary
location of an important organization; and/or was the@rimary place of work of an individual important
within the theme of Education

A Simply being a school is not enough to justify eligibility. An eligible resource must have been important
within its community. An eligible resource may reflect the early development of a neighborhood; reflect an
early iteration of an important design prattype for educational buildings; or represent specific milestones
in the fight against segregation in schools

CharacterDefining Features

p>N

Constructed in one of the popular architectural styles for educational buildings of the petiadhich include
but may not belimited to Mid-Century Modern.

p>N

Reflects distinctive design and planning features for educational properties of its time

p>N

May be of a style or mixture of styles typical of the period of construction

Considerations

A Eligible resources should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and
Association from their period of significance as defined in Section 3

A Setting may be compromised by nearby construction that pasdtes the period of significance

A The majority of the resourcé original materials and design features must remain intact and visible,
including wall cladding, windows, fenestration patterns and size of openings, roof features, and details
related to its architectural style

A Limited door and window replacements may be acceptable if they are located on secondary elevations, do
not change the original fenestration pattern and size of openings, and are compatible with the original
design of the resource
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A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible as a good example of an
architectural style from its period and/or the work of a significant architect or builder

A In some cases, if a resource igligible under this theme, it may also be eligible under Civil Rights and Social
Justice and Public Art, Music, and Cultural Celebrations

4.5.9 Civil Rights and Social Justice

Overview

The history of the SBAP communities and the theme of civil rights and social justice are intertwined. Latinos, African
Americans, and Asian Americans make up a large percentagetlitd Count yds popul ation and
combat the systemic racismwhich includes Executive Order No. 9066 and legally codified discriminatory housing
practices, enacted since their largescale settlement in the area starting in the 1920sCommunityled events,
including the 1965 Watts Uprising, the Chicano Moratoriumhe East Los Angeles Blowouts, and the 1992
LosAngeles Uprising, reflected the frustrationmany hadwith the poor living conditions, racism, strained race
relations, and neglect they felt daily.

Although newspaper and primary source research did not identify sites of protest or community activism that are
directly associated with these movements and events within the boundaries of the SBAP communities, these events
had profound social, economic, ad political impactsCountywideand thus are discussed in this section. Because

it is possible that people living in th€lanning Aregatrticipated in these and other civil rights movements, additional
community input is needed to identify specific locatits, events, individuals, and organizations within the SBAP
communities that relate to this theme.

The theme of civil rights and social justice is carried throughout this document and can be identified in other significant
themes including commercial development, industrial development, residential development, and education.
Environmental injustice isaddressed in the industrial development theme. Events, people, and places not identified in

this section will be discussed in the theme most closely related to that subject.

Japanese Internment Camps and Poa¥orld War Il Community Building

Japanese Americans began migrating to Los Angeles from San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake destroyed
many of their homes and businesses. Los Angeles offered a fresh stavith many Japanese Americans settling in

the Eastside, which included Little Tokyalong the First Street corridor into Boyle Heights. This migration continued
into the 1910s and 1920s, although the Immigration Act of 1924 banned further immigration from Jap&#f. In the

South Bay,0Japanese Americans were more residentially dispersed throughout a given area than tbainpatriots

in Little Tokyo. Thus, what is critical about the South Bay is that immediate connections, linkages, and netviiorks
whether personal, familial, economic, or spiritueilvere not fully circumscribed by local territorial boundarigg9?

The Palos Verdes Peninsula and the cities of Torrance, Wilmington, and Gardena, had large populations of Japanese
and Japanese Americandyut dalmost every otherSouth Bay and Harbor Arehad JapaneseAmerican populations

606 QJapanese American Heritagélos Angeles Conservanggccessed May 2022, https://www.laconservancy.org/
japaneseamericartheritage.
607 Sato,Images of America: Japanese Americans in the South Bay
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of various sizes¥% Members of these communities opened businesses, churches, and community centarsl a large
percentage made their living by farming, particularly in Gardena and on the Palos Verdes Peniti8ula.

On February 19, 1942, shortly after Pearl Harbor was bombed by Japanese forces on December 7, 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order No. 9066. The order allowed for the legal forced removal and incarceration
of Japanese and Japanesemericans within the United States, purportedly to prevent espionage. Thesircerationtook

place primarily on the West Coast, including California, Washington, and Oredapanese Americans wergiven6 daysh
notice to dispose of their belongings other than what they could cartlyeir homes were forcibly vacatedand they were
incarcerated in isolated internment camps from 1942 to 194%10 Approximately 120,000 people had their lives affected

by Executive Order 9066, including 37,000 from Los Angeles County, the majority obmtwere American citizens
(Exhibit25) 611

Exhibit . Japanese and Japanese American South Bay resideitsSan Pedroawaiting transportationto an
assembly center in Arcadia before being incarcerated at War Relocation Authority internment carhf42.

Source:War Relocation Authority Photographs of Japanese American Evacuation and ResettlethkhBerkeley, Bancrottibrary

Prior to the signing of Executive Order 9066, the United States Navy had already begun to remove Japanese Americans
around thePOLAON February 12, 1942, the Navy announced that all persons of Japanese ancestry, most of whom were

608  Sam Gnerre0South Bay History: Aook attheNat i on 6 s DohJapaneSemtanpriemt,dDaily Breeze October 22, 2018,
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2018/10/22/south -bay-history-a-ook-at-the-nations-dark-chapterofjapaneseinternment/.

609 Pulidoetal,A Peopl eds Gui,dad to Los Angel es

610 History.com EditorspJapanese Internment CampéHistory.com. A&E Television Networks, October 29, 2009, Updated October 29,
2021, https:/Avww.history.com/topics/world-wari/japanese-americanrelocation#:~:text=Contents&text=Japanese%?20internment%
20camps%20were%20established,be%20incarcerated%20in%20isolat ed%20camps.

611 Hi story.com Editors, ®@Japanese Internment Camps
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fishermen and their families, had to leave Terminal Island by the end of the mofth.The South Bay and Harbor Area
office for the War Relocation Authority was located at 16522 South Western Avenue in Gardéha.

Many Japanese agricultural laborers in the South Bay, most of whom were tenant farmers, lost their farms, resulting in
a domestic produce shortagé!4 After Executive Order 9066the County created a special agency to find new farmers
of the 30,000 acres of land, much of which was in the South Bay, that had been cultivated by Japanese farmers. Upon
the realization that mostof thesefarmers did not have legal leases on their land, government officials were able to easily
reassign land that had been farmed by Japanese families for years or even decadéssome of this farmland was also
redeveloped for wartime industrial use8té

After the war ended and Japanese Americans were permitted to rettontheir respective citiesmany were met with
vandalized businesses, violence, stolen assets, harassment, and occupied homes and busine§seSome South Bay
farmersreturned after the warput the forced incarceration and rapid posiVorld War Il suburbanization in the region led
many to never come back. On the Palos Verdes Peninsula, only six Japanese farming families returned after tfiéwar.
In the decades preceding World War I, there were 200 Japanese farms on the Penin&dla.

Although density in many areas that Japanese Americans had settled during the 1910s and 1920s did not reach the
pre-war population numbers, the South Bay region continued to be a central hub for the community. Totley South

Bay is home to the largest population of Japanese Americans tlre County$20 Cultural, charitable, and civic
organizations continue to advocate for and serve Japanese and Japanese American residents in the South Bay. The
Japanese American Citizens League is the nat@®nargest membershigbased Asian American civic organization
Founded in 1973, the South Bay chapter idedicated to serving the Japanese American community and preserving the
cultural heritage of Japanese Americans especially in the South Bay areahaf County®?2! Additional community
organizations serving the South Bay include the Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute (1964 Westd G2reet,
Gardena, located east of Alondra Park/El Camino Villagand the Okinawa Association of Ameri¢az2

Housing Restrictions (192081970s)

Racially restrictive housing prevented neBaucasian residents from living in many residential neighborhoods
throughout the County. The South Bay cities of Hawthorne, Inglewood, and Torrance were knowgsasdown
towns, 0 meaning thatAfricanrAmericars were prohibited from living in the community and had to leave before dark
or risk imprisonment, fines, and physical violence. During the 1930s, racial hostility towafticanAmericars was
conveyed publicly through billboards in these and other sundown towasross the country23 Japanese residents
were also prevented from owning land due to the Alien Land Laws of 1913 and 1920, which banridlens
ineligible for citizenshig from land ownership. These laws were held up by the Supreme Court in 1923 and

612 National Park ServiceA Brief History of Japanese American Relocation During World Wémtcessed September 20, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/articles/historyinternment.htm.

613 Gnerre,0ALookatth e Nat i o n 6 s of lapandseln@mmenttd e r

614 Gnerre, atthR INad Kk on d s ofDalrakp aGheaspet elrnt er nment . 6

615  Surls and GerberFrom Cows taConcrete 146.

616  Surls and GerberFrom Cows to Concretel469148.

617 SurveyLA Citywide Historic Context Statemed#panese Americans in Los Angeles 181970, City of Los Angeles Department
of City Planning, 5857.

618 Gnerre,ALook at the Nat iJapadesentBramek.6 Chapter of

619  Michael Hixon,0Why theLast Japanese Americar-arm on thePalos Verdes Peninsul&Vill End in Evictin.6 South Bay Daily
Breeze November 24, 2021.

620 | ittle Tokyo Service CentetSouth Bay Japanese American Needs Assessmént

621 QAbout Us: South Bay JAG@LJapanese American Citizens League South Bay Chapter, accessed September 20, 2023,
https://www.sbjacl.org/aboutus.

622 dWho We AréGardena Valley Japanese Cultural Institute, accessed September 20, 2023, https://wwwgardena.org/.

623 | oewen,Sundown Towns10 and 78.
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remained on the books until 1958, although the court cases dyama v. Californid1948) and Fuji Sei v. State of
California(1952) had previously invalidated the law§24

In 1925, a medical physician, real estate developer, and civil rights activist, Wilber Clarence Gordon, purchased
land at the present location of Alondra Park/El Camino Village and ElI Camino Collégerdon and his real
estate partner, Journee W. White, assumed ownership of the property to develop Gordon Manor, an upper
middleclass subdivision forAfricantAmericanresidents$25 In April 1926, Caucasian residents and real estate
developers formed the Alondra Park Assessment District to prevent the development of Gordon Manor in favor of
a park serving the South Bay regiof#é A group of Caucasian residents also submitted a petition to claim 1@@res

of adjacent agricultural land farmed by Japanese tenant farme#%. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
voted to seize the land by invoking the Acquisition and Improvement Act, which allowed California authorities to
acquire property through eminent domain. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors paid cagotdon for

his land and to the banks that owned the land farmed by Japanese tenant farmers. The farmers themselves,
however, received nothing and their leases were terminatéfibr additional information on this subject see Section
4.4.5.1, Unfair Planning and Discriminatory Housing Practice’s}

The National Housing act of 1934, a New Deal legislative response to the Great Depression that followed the stock
market crash of 1929, created the FHA. One goal of the FHA was to stabilize the housing market and expand
homeownership opportunities. The Fedlal Home Loan Bank Board and the HOLC were established to protect
individual homeowners from foreclosure. One of the methods by which the HOLC sought to assess creditworthiness
or risk was through the discriminatory practice of redlining. Redlining wasetresult of the HOLC creating color
coded maps with boundaries around neighborhoods based on the composition of the commuiitace and/or
ethnicity, income level, and housing and land use types. Redlined communities within the SBAP included Lennox
(Yellow[C] grade); Del Aire(Blue [B] grade];Wiseburn (Red[D] grade); Alondra Park (RedD] grade at the
northwestern corner only); and La Rambla (R¢0] grade and YellowC] grade). Hawthorne Island, Westfield, and
West Carson were not given a HOLC gradieeTegacy of the redlining practice was loAgrm disinvestment in many

of the SBAP communities, resulting in continued discriminatory housing practices.

The South Bay was influenced by the Supreme Cdasitandmark 1948 decision inShelley v. Kraemerwhich outlawed

the practice of racial housing covenantsShelley v. Kraememade deed restrictions based on race illegal, allowing
minority populations to purchase residences or reside in SBAP communities. Despite the formal end of racially
restrictive housing covenants, many of the SBAP communities were predominately Caucasidih the 1970s and
1980s, when immigration from Mexico, Central, and South America changed these communiiiesnographics.

Civil Unrest and Uprisings

AfricanrAmericars in Los Angeles County communities continued to experience segregation, racism, and violence
into the 1960s. Civil rights activists such as Revend Martin Luther King Jr. encouragedfricanrAmericars to fight

for equality through nonviolence and civil disobediencdn 1963, the United Civil Rights Committee (UCRC) was
formed with members of the NAACP in Los Angeles to target racial discrimination in employment, housing, schools,

624 QAlien Land Laws in California (1913 & 1920)

625 Pulidoet.al, A Peopl eds Histl@sy of Los Angel es

626 The 14 communities included Palos Verdes Estates, Gardena, Lawndale, Lennox, Elnido, Torrance, Lomita, Strawberry Park,
Compton, Redondo, Hermosa, Manhattan Beach, and El Segundo, and Inglewood.

627 Pulidoet.al, A Peopl eds Hi st1@50126.0f Los Angel es

628 Pulidoet.al, A Peopl eds Hist®y of Los Angel es
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and police brutality$2® In June of that year, the longest civil rights demonstration in Los Angeles, the Freedom
March, took placein downtown Los Angelesin 1964, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act, which outlawed
segregation and discrimination in public. This was soon followed by Proposition 14, which overturned the Rumford
Fair Housing Act of 1963. The Rumford Act would have ended discrimination agtithe AfricanAmerican
population in owning or renting housing.

Frustrations with the government and restrictive housing covenants boiled over in the summer of 1965. The Watts
Uprising, which erupted on August 11, 1965, was catalyzed by a California HighRay t r o | detdinfnéntoéa o s
youngAfricanrAmericanman, Marquette Frye, for operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol. The conflict
erupted into civil unresthat rapidly spread through the community of Watts, surrounding neighborhoods, and cultural
enclaves across Los Angeles. The uprising ended August 15, leaving 34 people dead, over 1,000 injured, almost
4,000 protestors arrested, and between 2640 million dollars of property damage (Exhib26).63° The uprising
triggered a prejudicedriven mass exodus of Caucasian residents from communities throughdiu¢ County.

Exhibit26. Commercial buildings on fire during the Watts Uprising, 1965

Source:HeraldExaminer Collection/Los Angeles Public Library

The inequality facingAfricanrAmericars festered for decades, boiling over again in Los Angeles in the spring of 1992
during the Los Angeles Uprising. Tensions grew between kfeicanAmericanand Korean American communities
over racism and economic inequality. Korean Americans owned many businesses within predominagkftigan
Americancommunities and frequently suspectedAfricanrAmericars of shoplifting. This tensionexacerbated by
cultural differences and language barrierg;ame to a head on March 161991, when ninth-grader Latasha Harlins

629  Robert Baumang_os Angeles United Civil Rights Committee (1963\. 1966)¢Black Past February 9, 2008, https://mww.blackpast.org/
african-americanthistory/united-civikightscommitteelos-angeles1963-1966/.

630 Tse,gHow Compton Became the Vi oloa@ltAistRAugust 1402015 dtes:/Hassticgriinews/Out t a Conm
entertainment/city-of-compton.
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was shot and killed by Korean American Soon Ja Du over a bottle of orange juice that Du accused Harlins of stealing.
Du was sentenced tdb years of probation instead of the recommended 1gear prison sentences!

On March 3, 1991, Rodney King led California Highway Patrol officers on a lgbed chase after they attempted

to pull him over. When King stopped and exited his vehicle, he was tasered, struck dozens of times with- side
handled batons, kicked, tackled tahe ground, and had his legs hogtied by fileos Angeles Police Departmerind
California Highway Patrobfficers. Four of the officers were charged with using excessive fareéth three being
acquitted on April 29, 1992. The acquittal sparked the 1992 LoAngeles Uprising days of thousands of people
looting, setting buildings on fire, and assaulting others. The California National Guard, amongst others, was called
in to stop the unrest, which ended on May 4, 1992. The result was the death of 63 people, 2,383 people injured,
approximately 12,000 arrests, and over $1 billion of property damagé2

Chicano Movement (1960s and 1970s)

Throughout the early twentieth century, immigrants from Mexico and Central America attempted to assimilate into the
United States and be recognized as Americans. Through racist housing, school, and business practices they were often
treated as secondclass citizens, forced to attenddMiexican Schools)and undergo racially biased practices geared
towards English speakers only. By the 1960s, there was a push fdexicanAmericars to embrace their culture,
leading to the rise in Chicanismo and the term Chicafsoas a form of identity, political autonomy, and pride.
Encouraged and influenced by the Black Power movement, the Chicano Movement began organizing political
demonstrations to combat the issues facing their community. These included racism, poor commueitnditions, and

the disproportionate numbers of Latino soldiers being killed in the Vietnam War. The Chicano Movement led to two
particularly largescale demonstrationsthe East Los Angeles Blowouts and the Chicano Moratorium.

By the late 1960s, frustrations mountedamong Latino students, who predominantly attended rundown,
overcrowded schools with underqualified teachef33 In March 1968, approximately 15,000 Latino higrschool
students walked out of classes in East Los Angeles protesting the inequality in the public education system. These
became known as the Eastos AngelesBlowouts, which were led by MexicanAmericanLincoln High Schoosocial
studies teacher, Sal Castro. Students participated in the first unscheduled walkout at Wilson High School on March
6, 1968.634 Administrators responded by calling the police, locking students in, and arresting 13 of the organizers
known as the East L.A. 13. The EI@G2t with the Los Angeles Board of Education on March 28 to present their 39
demands with the board dismissing the EIGClaiming a lack of fundingf3>

On August 29, 1970, more than 20,000 Latino citizens marched throughout East Los Angeles in protest of the
Vietnam War in a march for the Chicano Moratorium movement (Exhiti)). Before the march, the organizers, who

were part of the Chicano Moratorium Committee, communicated with then gel es County Sher i f
(LASD so the sheriff would be informed of the program. Despite this, the LASD, along with ttes Angeles Police
Department, placed deputies at street corners with riot guns. At the end of the mar@hroute, Laguna Park, the
peaceful rally turnedviolent, with law enforcement dispersing the crowd using tear gas and beating protesters.
Thirtyone civilians and 43 law enforcement officers were injured, and three people were killed, including prominent

631 The Staff of the Los Angeles Timebnderstanding the Riots110.

632 Understanding the Riots110.

633  Davis and WienerSet the Night on Fire376.

634 Simpson,CEast L.A. Blowouts: Walking Out for Justice in the Classroams
635 Garcia and McCrackerRewriting the Chicano Movemen®13.
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journalist Ruben Salazaf3¢ Protests continued into August 1971, led bfricanAmericanand Chicano junior and
senior high school students. The events of the Chicano Moratorium led to ldaegn tension and suspicions between
the Latino community and the Los Angeles County Shdsifbepartment.

Exhibit 27. Chicano Moratorium Committee demonstration, 1979.

Source:Ken Papaleo, HeraldExaminer Collection/Los Angeles Public Library.

While research did not identify largacale gatherings or protestsdirectly associatedwith the above events within

the boundaries of SBAP communities, the social issues affectihgtino residents throughoutthe County also
affected members of the SBAP communitiesn 1979, for example,25 students stageda walkout of classes at
Lennox High School to protest the discriminatory treatment of Latino students at the school. These students put on
arally at Lennox Parkhat was attended by50 students and community member$37

45.9.1 Registration Requirements

Property types eligible under this theme include residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional buildings used
by organizations and groups that played an important role in tleésil rightsmovement. In addition, property types
include the sites of important events such as demonstrations. In recent decades, Latino, Asian, @idcan
AmericanPlanning Areaesidentshavestill beenworking to combat systemic racism. Governmeittitiated racism,
such as discriminatory housing policies and the forceddarceration of Japanese and Japanese Americans during
World War Il impacted the development of thBlanning Area Communityled events, including the 1965 Watts
Uprising, the Chicano Moratorium, the East Los Angeles Blowouts, and the 1992 Los Angeles Uprising, reflected
the frustrations AfricanrAmericars and Latinos had with the poor living conditions, racism, and neglect they felt
daily. A property eligible under this theme could be the location of an important event, such as a political rally,
speech, ormarch. It may also be eligible under this theme if it is the place most directly associated with the work
of an individual or organization who was significant within the theme of Civil Rights and Social Justice.

636  GPA Consulting IncNational Register of Historic Places Registration Form, National Chicano Moratoriktarch
August 29, 1970.
637 @25 Chicano Students Charge Bias, Boycott Lennox Higbhps Angeles TimesSepgember 15, 1979, 30.
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Eligibility Standards

A Resourcereflects one of the significant trends in theivil rightshistory of the SBAP communities. The major
events within this history are:

- Japanese Internment and PostVorld War Il Community Building (194§1970s)
- Housing Restrictions (192081970s)

- Civil Unrest and Uprisings (19651992)

- Chicano Movement (1960s and 1970s)

A Resourcehas a direct and significant relationship to civil rights; and/or was the primary location of an
important organization; and/or was the primary place of work of an individual important within the
theme of Civil Rights

A Resourceis a singlefamily ormultifamily residence or neighborhood significant or school for its association
with ending deed restrictions and racial segregation

A Resourceis directly associated with events and institutions that were pivotal in the history of tA&ican
Americanor Chicanocivil rightsmovements

A If resource isassociated with an individual, group, or organization, they must have resided in or used the
property during the period in which he, she, or they achieved significance

CharacterDefining Features

A Documented location of an important event or residence associated with an individual or organization
significant in the history ofivil rights and social justice

A Eligible properties must retain those physical characteristics that are essential in conveying their
significance under theCivil Rights And Social Justidkeme

Considerations

A Resourceshould retain integrity of Location, Feeling, and Association from the period of significance as
defined in Section 3

A Setting may be compromised by nearby construction that pegdtes the period of significance
A Exterior and interior spaces that functioned as important gathering/meeting places must remain readable
from the period of significance

A For buildings, limited door and window replacements may be acceptable if they are located on secondary
elevations, do not change the original fenestration pattern and size of openings, and are compatible with
the original design of the resource

A In some cases, if a resource is eligible under this theme, it may also be eligible under additional themes

45.10 Public Art, Music, and Cultural Celebrations
Overview

Public art, music, and cultural celebrations, unlike many other themes of tiédanning Are& development, have
functioned as a direct and often immediate reflection of the community. Art, music, and cultural events have often
been directly created by community members and can thus function assthetic representations of a communités
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culture, history, and identity. Public art can be made in any media form, and it is created with the intention of being
visually and physically accessible to the public. Within tf#anning Areapublic art often takes the form of murals
reflecting religious, cultural, or figuregmportant to community members.

Murals (1960 -present)

One of the most prevalent forms of public art in th@lanning Areais murals, including those created by the
community as reflections of businesses, religious or spiritual beliefs, culture, history, or commemoration. Murals
created by and for communities typically take the form of paintings on the side of commercial or residential
buildings. Thesemurals are temporary works of arby design being easily painted over because of their medium
and location at pedestrian levelMurals strive to add visual inteest to the SBAB built environment and function

as reflections of the communit{s values. Murals as a public art form became prominent across the entire County
in the 1970s. This is most visible in the Lennox community, which has the greatest concentration of public murals
within the SBAP.

Communitydesigned murals in SBAP communities tend to be painted on the exteriors of commercial buildings or
fences surrounding private residential properties and typically reflect the culture of a commud@itesidents through
the depiction of religious, spiritual, historial, and social themes and figures.

By the 1960s, there was a push foMexicanAmericars to embrace their culture, leading to the rise in Chicanismo
and the term Chicano/a as a form of identity, political autonomy, and pride. Encouraged and influenced by the
Black Power movement, the Chicanblovement began organizing political demonstrations to combat the issues
facing their community. These included racism, poor community conditions, and the Vietham War. Frequently
depicted symbols of the ChicandMovement include the Mexican flag, Mayan andztec symbols, warriors,
agricultural workers, Day of the Dead (Dia de Muertos) figures, movement leaders, and family scenes. While some
murals may have overt references to these topics, others are more broadly reflective of the comm@@itultural
identity. In Lennox, artist Laura Medrano painted a mural at 11048 South Inglewood Avenue in Lennox in 2021.
The writing on the mural readsMake Love Not Waband the mural depicts a couple, sun, and roses (Exhil2i8).
Medrano, who is from Lennox and completiethe mural while a sudent at California State University Northridge,
wanted to contributeda community landmark that her neighbors could take pride 38

638 Teresa K. Morrisong2022 Commencement Speaker Leaves Her markCalifornia State University Northridge, May 5, 2022,
https://www.csun.edu/mike-curb-arts-media-communication/news/2022 -commencementspeakerleavesher-mark.
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Exhibit28. Make Love Not Wamural at 11048 South InglewoodAvenuein Lennox, painted by Laura Medrano

Source:Dudek, August2023, IMG_3144.

Murals also tend to reflect religious and historical themes. Saint Marga@&Center, a Catholic nonprofit subsidiary

of Los Angeles Catholic Services at 10217 South Inglewood Avenue (Lennox), features a large rtitxaibit29)
created by Trust Your Struggle Collective that depicts historical figures awmifgnifies transformation through
migration in a celebration of cultural heritagép3® Depicted symbols of Latino culture, especially in Lennox, include
La Virgen de Guadalupe, the mother of Jesus. La Virgen de Guadalispgcentral image in Mexican Catholicism
representing a mother figure and a symbol of hope for the poor, weak, and oppressed. Murals depicting other
religious figures are also present at other places in the community, including the Santos Medical Center (10719
South Inglewood Avenue)

Exhibit 2. Mural at Saint Margares Centerat 10217 South Inglewood Avenuén Lennox.

Source:Dudek, August 2023, IMG_3109.

639 Mural Conservancy of Los AngeledSt. Margaret's Centeaccessed September 7, 2023, https://www.themcla.org/murals/st
margaretscenter.
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