‘ CHiQuita CANYON

A Waste Connections Company

September 22, 2023

Via E-Mail

Mr. David Nguyen

Los Angeles County Public Works
900 S. Fremont Avenue
Alhambra, CA 91803
dnguyen@pw.lacounty.gov

Re:  Chiquita Canyon Landfill — Second Supplemental CUP Condition No. 69
Report

Dear Mr. Nguyen:

Condition 69 of Chiquita Canyon, LLC’s (“Chiquita”) Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) requires
that, upon receiving four Notices of Violation (“NOVs”) related to air quality in a given calendar
year, Chiquita must submit a report to Los Angeles County Public Works (“PW”’) within 30 days
after the fourth NOV, explaining the NOV and the steps taken to address it. Chiquita must also
provide such a report within 30 days of receiving any additional air quality related NOV's within
the same calendar year.

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (“South Coast AQMD”) issued Chiquita
NOVs for violations of South Coast AQMD Rule 402 and California Health & Safety Code §
41700, triggering Chiquita’s obligation to provide a report under CUP Condition 69, which
Chiquita submitted on July 27, 2023. On August 23, 2023, Chiquita submitted a supplemental
report.

Since the submission of the August 23 report, the South Coast AQMD issued Chiquita twenty
additional Rule 402 NOV:s for violations alleged to have occurred in August and September
2023.

South Coast AQMD NOVs — Explanation and Corrective Action

A discussion of each NOV, along with corrective action taken by Chiquita in response to these
NOWVs, is provided below.
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Explanation

Each of the NOVs issued by South Coast AQMD made identical allegations. The NOVs are
provided at Attachment A." Each NOV was issued after a South Coast AQMD inspector verified
complaints about odors alleged to be coming from the Chiquita Canyon Landfill (“Landfill”).

The source of any odors coming from the Landfill is an increase in the production of landfill gas
at the Landfill. This increase in landfill gas production is due to an abnormal biotic or abiotic
process (a reaction) taking place within a portion of the Landfill waste mass. This reaction is
producing higher than normal levels of dimethyl sulfide (“DMS”). DMS can be smelled at very
low concentrations, even lower than the concentrations at which measurement instruments can
detect it in the air. Preliminary information suggests that DMS may be present in the surrounding
community at levels that allow people to smell it, but not at levels that can be detected by
Chiquita’s monitoring equipment, and not at levels that would cause adverse health impacts for
the surrounding community.

The unexpected increase in landfill gas production is further exacerbating Chiquita’s limited
flaring capacity. The inability to adequately pull and process landfill gas from the system may
also contribute to landfill gas-related odors by increasing unflared surface emissions. As
discussed in more detail in the August 23 report, due to the unanticipated reaction, Chiquita and
Ameresco together do not have sufficient capacity to pull and process the requisite amount of
landfill gas from the system to decrease the reaction. When Ameresco is non-operational,
Chiquita’s processing capacity is at a greater deficit.

The reaction is also producing higher than normal amounts of liquids, which may also be
contributing to the landfill gas-related odors. The liquids management system was designed in
accordance with state standards for the amount of liquids expected for a landfill of this size in
this area. However, because the Landfill is located in a semi-arid region, the Landfill was not
designed to handle this volume of liquid.

Corrective Action

Chiquita provided detailed descriptions of corrective actions taken to mitigate the reaction and
any odors emanating from the Landfill in the July 27 and August 23 reports. Chiquita does not
repeat information provided in the earlier reports, but continues to take all actions listed in the
July 27 and August 23 reports. The corrective action described in this section includes only new
measures taken since the last update.

! The NOV numbers and date of the alleged violations are as follows: NOV P79000 (August 22, 2023), NOV
P80501 (August 24, 2023), NOV P78282 (August 25, 2023), NOV P80504 (August 27, 2023), NOV P78283
(August 28, 2023), NOV P75289 (August 29, 2023), NOV P78287 (August 30, 2023), NOV P75290 (August 31,
2023), NOV P78288 (September 1, 2023), NOV P75746 (September 5, 2023), NOV P78022 (September 6, 2023),
NOV P77660 (September 7, 2023), NOV P74032 (September 8, 2023), NOV P77661 (September 12, 2023), NOV
P79251 (September 13, 2023), NOV P75747 (September 14, 2023), NOV P75985 (September 15, 2023), NOV
P78024 (September 19, 2023), NOV P79056 (September 20, 2023), and NOV P80506 (September 21, 2023).
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South Coast AQMD Stipulated Order for Abatement: On August 15, 2023, the South Coast
AQMD petitioned its Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement to address the South Coast
AQMD Rule 402 NOVs issued by South Coast AQMD inspectors as a result of the landfill
reaction. South Coast AQMD “is the regulatory agency responsible for improving air quality for
large areas of Los Angeles,” including the Landfill and its surrounding community.? After
significant negotiation with South Coast AQMD staff and attorneys, Chiquita and South Coast
AQMD submitted a proposed Stipulated Order for Abatement with forty conditions designed to
address and abate the current odor issues. After a full-day hearing, the South Coast AQMD
Hearing Board approved the Stipulated Order on September 6, 2023.

The Stipulated Order contains both short-term and long-term measures designed to slow the
underlying reaction and mitigate the impacts felt in the community. It memorializes many of the
mitigation measures that Chiquita was undertaking voluntarily, as described in the July 27 and
August 23 reports. It also compels Chiquita to implement new measures and to continue studying
the reaction, its potential impacts, and potential ways to mitigate the reaction and its potential
impacts. A copy of this Stipulated Order is enclosed in Attachment B. A summary of the key
mitigation measures required by this Stipulated Order is provided below:

o Chiquita is contracting with a third-party to conduct odor surveillance at thirty-two
locations in the communities surrounding the Landfill twice each operating day.

e Chiquita is conducting surface sampling across the Reaction Area biweekly.?
e Chiquita is organizing a “DMS Committee” of experts who will undertake several
investigations and studies, which will result in at least ten expert reports and other

submittals. All expert reports and submittals will be posted on Chiquita’s webpage.

e Chiquita is working to increase its landfill gas control capacity by installing and
operating a new permanent flare (Flare 3) once Chiquita receives the South Coast
AQMD permit for the flare and receives the flare in good working condition from the
manufacturer.

e Chiquita is in the process of applying for a second new permanent flare (Flare 4).

e Chiquita is continuing to expand the landfill gas well system as needed.

o Chiquita connected eighteen new vertical wells to the gas collection system.

2 South Coast AQMD, About South Coast AQMD, https://www.agmd.gov/nav/about (last visited Sept. 13, 2023).

3 In accordance with Condition 9(a) of the Stipulated Order, the Reaction Area is initially being defined by the
boundary of Cells 1/2A, 2B/3, 4, and Module 2B/3/4 P2. The Reaction Area may subsequently be modified by the
DMS Committee based on their evaluation of the characteristics of an elevated temperature landfill: well
temperatures, settlement, cracks in the landfill cover, presence and quantity of liquids, and the presence of hydrogen
in the landfill gas.
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e Chiquita is continuing to expand its liquids extraction and collection capabilities.

o Chiquita is installing dewatering pumps or sumps at some of the wells with
the worst liquids impaction issues in the Reaction Area.

o Chiquita will prepare dewatering guidelines and implementation procedures
for the Landfill.

e Chiquita is inspecting the landfill cover around the Reaction Area each operating day
and is promptly repairing any issues identified.

e Chiquita designed a geosynthetic cover that will cover western portions of the
Landfill to limit the migration of landfill gas from the site. Chiquita submitted the
completed design for this cover to South Coast AQMD on September 12, 2023.
Chiquita is procuring and installing this cover.

e Chiquita is maintaining on a weekly basis its Odor Mitigation webpage
(https://chiquitacanyon.com/reports/odor-mitigation/).

e Chiquita will submit monthly reports to South Coast AQMD, containing much of the
information and data gathered under the Stipulated Order as well as updates on the
longer-term mitigation measures and landfill improvement projects required by the
Stipulated Order. The monthly reports and all attachments will be posted on
Chiquita’s webpage.

e Chiquita is hosting public, one-hour community meetings each calendar month
following a month in which Chiquita receives three or more South Coast AQMD
Rule 402 NOVs. Meeting information and the Zoom link for each meeting are posted
on Chiquita’s webpage.

Additional flaring capacity: While not required by the Stipulated Order, Chiquita is also
finalizing the acquisition of an additional portable thermal oxidizer (“TOX") that the Landfill
may be able to use in the short-term to further increase control capacity. Chiquita anticipates
bringing this TOX onsite in mid-October.

Distributing air filtration devices to local residents: As described in the August 23 report,
Chiquita is continuing to provide in-home air filtration devices upon request to those community
members closest to the Landfill and affected by odors. More information on this program can be
found on Chiquita’s webpage. As of the date of this letter, over 841 filters have been picked up
by local residents or delivered to homes and another 437 filters have been requested.

Enhanced and expanded community air monitoring: At the direction of the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health (“DPH”), Chiquita has enhanced and expanded its current air
monitoring program to include monitoring for DMS and other constituents in the community,
sampling at residential locations where recent odor complaints have been reported, sampling at
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additional on-site locations, and conducting a flux chamber study. Chiquita is reporting all
monitoring results to DPH. These data and reports can be found on Chiquita’s webpage. The data
for August 2023 was submitted to DPH on September 20, 2023, and is posted on Chiquita’s
webpage. The toxicologists from the Center for Toxicology and Environmental Health
(“CTEH”) are reviewing this data and will have an analysis that Chiquita can share on its
webpage the week of September 25. For additional information on this expanded air monitoring,
please see Chiquita’s August 15 submission to DPH.

Please contact me should you have any questions about this report.

Sincerely,

District Manager
Chiquita Canyon, LLC

Attachment: A —NOVs under Health & Safety Code § 41700 and South Coast AQMD Rule
402
B — South Coast AQMD Stipulated Order for Abatement in Case No. 6177-4

cc: Karlo Manalo, Public Works
Ai-Viet Huynh, Department of Regional Planning
Alex Garcia, Department of Regional Planning
Edgar De La Torre, Department of Regional Planning
Eric Morofuji, Department of Public Health
Mark Como, Department of Public Health
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