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Scope and Purpose

Florence-Firestone is a densely popu-
lated unincorporated community in
Los Angeles County with significant
park deficits. As of 2007, Florence-
Firestone had a deficit of 245 acres
of local parkland and 343 acres
of regional parkland.! The lack of
parkland in underserved areas like
Florence-Firestone is an issue that de-
mands urgent attention. Nearly two
out of three children in Los Angeles
County do not live within walking dis-
tance (one-quarter mile) of a park,
playground or open space.? These
children are more likely to be obese
and at higher risk of developing asth-
ma, diabetes, or obesity related dis-
ease.® The prevalence of childhood
obesity is 32% in Florence-Firestone
comparing to 23% countywide, ac-
cording to the County Department
of Public Health.*

The purpose of this Community Parks
and Recreation Plan (CPRP) is to
plan for parks and recreation servic-
es that meet the needs of residents
in Florence-Firestone. County parks
and recreational facilities are a vital
part of enhancing the quality of life
for community residents. The goals,
policies, and implementation actions
set forth in this Plan address the grow-
ing and diverse recreation needs of
Florence-Firestone.

This Plan provides strategic direction
for implementing a bold ”green-rich”
vision for Florence-Firestone. Through
a community outreach process that
encompasses public input, collab-
orative multi-agency, public-private

partnership efforts, and a compre-
hensive gap analysis of parks, the
Plan establishes the following goals:

- Acquisition and development of
additional parkland;

= Enhanced multi-agency collabo-
ration to leverage resources;

= Enhanced active and passive
recreation opportunities;

= Improved accessibility and con-
nectivity to an urban trail system;

= Asustainable parks and recre-
ation system; and

- Protected historical and educa-
tional resources on County park
properties.

Planning Process

The Florence-Firestone CPRP serves as
a guide for the improvement of exist-
ing and development of future parks
and recreational facilities. This Plan
has been prepared with full consider-
ation of the following factors impor-
tant to park and recreation planning
in Florence-Firestone:

= Recreation needs and preferenc-
es of the community;

- Limited availability of land in a
highly urbanized setting;

= Current sustainability concepts,
including the growing need for
water and energy conservation;

= Unique site conditions;
= Budgetary constraints; and

- Limitations on financial and other

Introduction and Purpose

resources available to maintain,
improve, and develop parks.

The Florence-Firestone CPRP is the first
plan developed by the Los Angeles
County Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) for a specific un-
incorporated community. This Plan
offers focused policies and imple-
mentation strategies to address park
and recreation needs in Florence-
Firestone identified through a com-
prehensive community input process.
This Plan will be incorporated into the
Florence-Firestone Community Plan
to be prepared by the Los Ange-
les County Department of Regional
Planning (DRP). The Community Plan
will address a variety of issues includ-
ing (but not limited to) land use, trans-
portation, and sustainability.

Public Involvement

To ensure that this Plan reflects the
desires and needs of the community,
DPR engaged the public in a wide
variety of ways. Specifically, the
community input process included
stakeholder interviews, community
workshops, focused workshops with
seniors and youth, community ques-
tionnaires, surveys of sports groups,
and collaboration with staff from
other public agencies. Community
members were enthusiastic about
park and recreation issues, and were
actively involved in the development
of this Plan.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Community Parks and
Recreation Plan Goals

The goals of this Plan are to:

- Foster efficient and cost-effective
capital immprovements programs
for parks and open space;

= Provide direction for land ac-
quisition of new parks and open
space; and

= Promote responsible stewardship
of existing resources.

The Florence-Firestone CRP will serve
as:

= A “Living and Guiding” docu-
ment to meet the growing and
changing needs of present and
future generations;

- Atool to facilitate future land
acquisitions and partnerships for
park and recreation purposes;

= A guide to implement multi-
benefit projects that provide
opportunities for recreation, open
space, habitat, water quality,
and groundwater recharge;

= A strategy to ensure that limited
resources are maximized to meet
the greatest recreation needs
and provide the most benefit to
community residents; and

- A framework to promote collabo-
ration by creating a stakeholder
process that includes public
input, educational awareness,
and on-going working relations
among County Departments,
communities other public agen-
cies and private entities.

Summary of Existing Re-
lated Documents

Past and Current Park Planning
Efforts

Park and recreation planning in Los
Angeles County is guided in part by
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several important plans and studies.
DPR has completed two strategic
plans in recent years. In 1992 DPR
prepared the Parks and Recreation
Strategic Plan for 2010 to guide the
decision-making process for future
development of parks and imple-
mentation of recreation programs.
Specifically, the Strategic Plan: as-
sessed existing park acreage and
future recreation needs; identified
goals, objectives, and policies for ap-
propriate future actions; and devel-
oped conclusions based on needs,
goals and public involvement to
guide the future direction of parks
and recreation in Los Angeles Coun-
ty. In 2003 DPR developed an updat-
ed Strategic Plan to create a road
map to meet the various community
recreational needs as the population
continued to grow and change. The
document identified important trends
and opportunities while setting DPR’s
direction for a five-year period.

In 2004 the Strategic Asset Manage-
ment Plan (SAMP) for 2020 was pre-
pared to provide County decision-
makers, park planners, and the public
with updated information and analy-
sis to prioritize the allocation of scare
economic resources in the provision
of parks, recreation facilities, and
open space. The SAMP included
park inventories, needs, and recom-
mendations for each Park Planning
Area and each Supervisorial District.
Specifically, the SAMP offered the
following recommendations with re-
spect to Florence-Firestone:

= Begin process to develop trails as
part of Countywide network.

= Enhance existing parks.
= Maintain existing facilities.

= Acquire and develop additional
local parkland.

= Acquire and develop additional
regional parkland.

= Use existing recreation facilities
such as school fields and other
community recreational facilities.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan

- Improve structures at

parks.

existing

Since 2008, DPR has been working
collaboratively with the Department
of Regional Planning to develop the
Parks and Recreation Element of the
Los Angeles County General Plan.
The purpose of this Element is to plan
and provide for an integrated parks
and recreation system that meets
the needs of residents in Los Ange-
les County. The goals, policies, and
implementing actions set forth in this
Element address the growing and
diverse recreation needs of the com-
munities served by DPR. DPR owns
and operates parks and recreational
facilities in both unincorporated ar-
eas and incorporated cities. These
facilities are intended to meet the
local needs of unincorporated com-
munities as well as the regional needs
of the County as a whole.

Florence-Firestone Vision Plan
(June 2009)

Between November 2008 and March
2009, hundreds of residents, business-
es, and other stakeholders came to-
gether to develop a comprehensive,

festo ne

;\meﬂﬂ%’ﬂ
\fision

long-term vision for Florence-Fires-
tone. This vision is captured in the Vi-
sion Plan which includes broad ideas
for different areas of the community,
and offers various short and long-term
actions that can be taken to improve



the quality of life in Florence-Fires-
tone. While much work remains to
be done, the Vision Plan presents the
overall direction and some key first
steps towards positive change.

The Vision Plan was developed
through a large, collaborative effort
by many agencies, County depart-
ments, local organizations, business-
es and individuals. The project was
led by the Department of Regional
Planning with a grant from the South-
ern California Association of Govern-
ments. DRP hired Raimi + Associates,
an urban planning firm, to lead a
consultant team for the project. DRP
and the consultant team were sup-
ported by other County agencies
including the Parks and Recreation,
Public Works, and Sheriff’s depart-
ments. Others significantly involved
in the effort were the Chief Executive
Office (CEO), the Board of Supervi-
sors First and Second District offices,
the Community Development Com-
mission (LACDC), and the Florence-
Firestone Chamber of Commerce.

The Vision Plan summarizes the results
of the visioning effort and provides a
series of actions that can be imple-
mented by the County, residents,
businesses and nonprofit organiza-
tions. The Plan recommends the fol-
lowing actions with respect to parks
and open space:

= Construct new neighborhood-
serving parks on vacant/under-
utilized parcels.

= Create community gardens.

- Implement a “Green” streets
program.

= Construct a linear park along util-
ity right-of-way.

= Construct a trail along rairoad
right-of-way.

= Improve existing parks and rec-
reation facilities. Ideas for new
activities in existing parks include:
skate park, family activity center,
art park, art studios and exhibi-
tion space, outdoor amphithe-

INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE |l 3

ater, and basketball courts.

Increase public safety in parks.

Pursue joint use agreements with

schools.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan






Introduction

This section describes the planning
context in which the Plan was devel-
oped. Specifically, park and recre-
ation planning in Florence-Firestone
must take into consideration the
community’s unique geographic set-
ting, history, the region’s climate and
topography, and the planning areas
in which the community is located in.
This section also offers a demograph-
ic profile of Florence-Firestone be-
cause information such as the popu-
lation, age, race/ethnic, and income
characteristics help us understand
the community’s park and recreation
needs.

Geographic Setting

Florence-Firestone is a 3.6-square
mile unincorporated community lo-
cated approximately six miles south
of downtown Los Angeles. The com-
munity is surrounded by the City of
Los Angeles on the north, south and
west, and the cities of Huntington
Park, South Gate and Lynwood on
the east.

Florence-Firestone is accessible by
the 110 Harbor Freeway on the west,
the 105 Glenn M. Anderson Freeway
on the south and the 10 Santa Moni-
ca Freeway on the north. Street ac-
cessibility is facilitated by eight major
arterials: Slauson Avenue, Florence
Avenue, and Firestone Avenue run-
ning east-west; and Central Avenue,
Alameda Street, Santa Fe Avenue
and Long Beach Boulevard/Pacific
Boulevard running north-south.

Public transportation service in the
Florence-Firestone community ranks
among the best in Los Angeles Coun-
ty. The Metro Blue Line light rail pro-
vides good access to downtown Los
Angeles and Long Beach with fre-

Planning Context

qguent, dependable service.

Three Metro Rapid Bus lines serve
the neighborhood. Local residents
can access the Harbor Freeway bus
lane and the Green Line light rail as
well. Local Metro bus lines provide
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Exhibit 2.1: County of Los Angeles Geographic Setting Map
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additional service. Florence-Fires- as well as deindustrialization have
tone residents tend to rely heavily on played a critical role in the area’s his-
public transportation. This is an im- tory. Many of the negative impacts
portant consideration in the siting of are still evident today.

new parks and recreational facilities.

Specifically, new neighborhood and 18005

community parks should be within
walking distance to residents and/or
in close proximity to public transpor-
tation lines wherever possible.

Initially settled as a ranch area, Flor-
ence-Firestone was formally estab-
lished in 1870 with a railroad station
located on Florence Avenue and Al-
Commumty H|St0ry ameda Strget. By 1890, the area had

a population of 750, most of whom
Florence-Firestone shares the region’s were European immigrants from the
broader trends in economic and de- east coast. Florence-Firestone estab-
mographic changes over the years. lished an agrarian economy produc-
Like most of South Los Angeles, racial- ing barley, small grain, corn, sweet
ly restrictive covenants and policing potatoes, and other agricultural sta-
patterns leading to devastating riots ples.®
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1900s

The railway lines provided afford-
able transportation for residents and
also facilitated the growth of industry
and the transport of goods and ma-
terials. The Southern Pacific Railway
runs along Alameda Street and is one
of the many railroads that intersect
Florence-Firestone. During the 1900s,
Mexicans were recruited by railroad
companies and by the Red Line elec-
tric car company to lay tracks and
work on the rail lines. As the area’s
economy continued to grow, civic
and community organizations, includ-
ing the chamber of commerce and
churches, serviced the mostly White
working class suburban community of
Florence-Firestone.®

1920s

Due to the area’s proximity to the
ocean and growing transportation
infrastructure, Florence-Firestone be-
came a magnet for many manufac-
turing plants and companies. Good-
year Tire Company opened a plant
in 1920 and provided 10,000 jobs for
area residents.” In 1927 the Firestone
Tire Manufacturers opened a plant
near the intersection of Firestone Bou-
levard and Alameda Street.2 During
the World War Il economic boom,
South Los Angeles experienced rap-
id demographic change. Southern
California became one of the hubs
of the new defense industry, creating
unprecedented economic prosper-
ity that attracted millions of new resi-
dents.

1940s to 19505

As World War II came to an end
and the defense industry shrinked,
South Los Angeles’ economy quickly
adapted into a booming auto indus-
try. Auto giants like General Motors
and Ford established or expanded
auto plants in South Los Angeles.
When “Whites-Only” housing cov-
enants were lifted in 1948, many Af-
rican Americans began to purchase



homes outside of the segregated
area. During the 1950s, the area be-
came plagued with racial violence
as White residents bombed, fired
into, or burned crosses on the lawns
of homes bought by African Ameri-
can families.® Also, as Blacks moved
into previously White areas, White
families slowly began moving out
into the suburbs. This process was
accelerated by a practice known
as “blockbusting,” whereby real es-
tate agents would purchase homes
on an all-White street, sell to African
Americans, and then purchase the
rest of the White families’ homes at
deflated prices in order to sell the
homes at inflated prices to other
Black families.®

1960s

By the 1960s, auto manufacturing
had reached its peak and began
to decline. The area’s first wave of
deindustrialization resulted in a dra-
matic shift from traditional manu-
facturing jobs to a low-wage service
based economy. For the next three
decades, Florence-Firestone was
one of the communities most im-
pacted by assembly plant closures
and mass layoffs. As a result of the
deindustrialization and discriminato-
ry policing, Watts, immmediately south
of Florence-Firestone, erupted into
civil unrest in 1965. Due to the riots
and the continued loss of jobs, many
of the remaining White residents and
middle class African Americans left
the area.

1970s to 1980s

During the early 1970s and 1980s, Los
Angeles lost more than 50,000 jobs
due to plant closures in the auto,
tire, steel, and non-defense aircraft
industry.*  In 1982, the Goodyear
and Firestone plants shut down. As
the loss of jobs, closure of manufac-
turing giants and middle class flight
continued to destabilize the area,
low income African Americans and
recent immigrants from Mexico and

Central America filled the void in the
low-wage unskilled labor sector.

1990s

During the second major wave of
deindustrialization, Los Angeles lost
additional industrial jobs. This, along
with poor community-police rela-
tions, contributed to the area’s insta-
bility leading to the South Los Ange-
les riots in 1992. Despite the efforts
of “Rebuild LA” to bring investment
into South Los Angeles after the riots,
Florence-Firestone was not targeted
and did not benefit significantly. As
aresult of the lack of investment and
demographic shifts in the area, ten-
sions between African Americans
and Latinos continued to rise as they
competed for low-wage jobs and
scarce resources.

Present

Today, Florence-Firestone is a com-
munity with both long-term and
transient Latino and African Ameri-
can residents. Florence-Firestone’s
remaining infrastructure consists of
numerous mom-and-pop businesses
ranging from specialty restaurants to
tire shops. The effects of deindustri-
alization are still evident as demon-
strated by vacant and unkempt lots,
boarded-up businesses and unused
railroad tracks. Nevertheless, there
have been various efforts to revital-
ize the area. In 1999, residents of Flor-
ence-Firestone and Walnut Park sym-
bolically joined together to devise a
motto for the area, “A Community
Working Together.” This revitaliza-
tion effort included the renovation of
Roosevelt Park and Graham Library.
Other revitalization efforts include
the renovation of the Alameda Corri-
dorin 2002. Mostrecently, the “La Al-
ameda” Shopping Center, located
on the corner of Alameda Street and
Florence Avenue, opened its doors
in 2008. Despite these efforts, public
safety remains one of the major con-
cerns among area residents.

PLANNING CONTEXT

Climate and Topography

Los Angeles County shares a Med-
iterranean-type climate with less
than 3% of the world’s landmass.
The climate of the County can be
described interchangeably as mild,
temperate, and winter-wet, summer-
dry. Residents of this rare and com-
fortable climate can enjoy outdoor
recreation nearly year-round. In
particular, numerous neighborhood
and community parks in the Basin
are heavily used due to the gentle
climate.

17

Planning Areas

Los Angeles County is organized in
various ways for administrative and
planning purposes including Supervi-
sorial Districts, Regional Planning Ar-
eas, Watershed Management Areas,
Park Planning Areas, and Recreation
Service Areas. These divisions are im-
portant in the appropriation of funds
for parks and recreation services,
the management of County parks
and recreational facilities, and future
community-based planning activi-
ties.

Supervisorial Districts

Financial resources for parks and
recreation services are allocated
according to Supervisorial Districts
based on the size and needs of the
population. Florence-Firestone is di-
vided between the First and Second
Supervisorial Districts. The bound-
ary generally runs north-south along
Compton and Graham Avenues.

Supervisorial District 1 is generally lo-
cated in the central portion of the
County. District 1 consists of the fol-
lowing unincorporated areas served
by DPR: Avocado Heights, East Los
Angeles, Florence/Firestone (por-
tion), North Claremont, Rowland
Heights (portion), South Whittier (por-
tion), Valinda, West Whittier (portion),
and Whittier Narrows.

Supervisorial District 2 is generally lo-

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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cated in the southern portion of the tion patterns, demographics, and Metro Planning Area (8) which also
County. District 2 consists of the fol- planning issues: includes the unincorporated com-
lowing unincorporated areas served munities of East Los Angeles, Lennox,
by DPR: Athens, Baldwin Hills, Del Aire, Walnut Park, West Athens-Westmont,
East Rancho Dominguez, Florence/ 2. Santa Clarita Valley West Rancho Dominguez-Victoria,
Firestone (portion), Ladera Heights, and Willowbrook. Communities in this
Lennox, West Carson (portion), West- planning area are urban and gen-
mont, and Willowbrook. Two DPR fa- 4. Santa Monica Mountains erally characterized by challenging
cilities are also located in the City of . physical and economic conditions.
5. Westside .
Carson. In terms of land use issues, several
6. West San Gabriel Valley residential communities abut indus-
trial uses creating land use conflicts.

1. Antelope Valley

3. San Fernando Valley

Regional Planning Areas 7. east san abriel valiey

8.

The County is divided into eleven (11)
Planning Areas or sub-regions that in-
clude unincorporated areas as well

9.

Although housing affordability is an
issue throughout Los Angeles County,
the Metro Planning Area, in particu-
lar, faces issues of overcrowding. In

addition, it contains very few natural
areas and open spaces.

as the incorporated cities adjacent 10. South Bay
to them. As listed below, these sub-
regions generally share common

geographical features, transporta- Florence-Firestone is located in the Watershed Management
Areas

Florence-Firestone is located within
the Los Angeles River Watershed. This
‘Hawkins Augtistus F/ Natural Park. watershed covers a land area of 834
square miles. The watershed encom-
passes and is shaped by the path of
the Los Angeles River, which flows
S from its headwaters in the mountains
eastward to the northern corner of
(Givic Center Park Griffith Park. Here the channel turns
southward through the Glendale Nar-
rows before it flows across the coastal
plain and into San Pedro Bay near
Long Beach. The Los Angeles River
has evolved from an uncontrolled,
meandering river providing a valu-
Florence Firestone. able source of water for early inhab-
itants to a major channelized flood
protection system.

11. Coastal Island

Lios/Angeles|

‘Bethune, Mary Meeleod County Park

1

2 ‘RooseveltiCounty, Park-

The Department of Public Works” Wa-
tershed Section is tasked with find-
ing ways to restore or revitalize the
channels within the watershed and
Stanford Avenuc Park thereby provide significant opportu-
South Gate! nities for recreation and aesthetic im-
Park provement for the Los Angeles metro-
politan area while protecting the Los
Angeles Basin from major flooding.

g Park Planning Areas

——— .| The unincorporated areas of the
County are divided into 47 Park Plan-

|Green Meadows Retreation Center ‘Washington} Colonel Iieon H County Park:

Chavez, Cesar Park

Exhibit 2.3: Supervisorial District 1 and District 2 Map
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ning Areas (PPAs) based on location
and neighborhood characteristics.
This division was done as part of
the County’s implementation of the
Quimby Act which applies only to
residential subdivisions and requires
developers to dedicate land or pay
fees for park and recreation pur-
poses. Florence-Firestone is located
within PPA 23. Parkland dedication
and the payment of Quimby fees are
calculated based on the representa-
tive land value per acre established
by the County for each PPA. The
Quimby fees generated in one PPA
may not be spent in another area.

Recreation Service Areas

The County consists of four recreation
service areas that are served by
DPR’s four community service agen-
cies: East, North, South, and Regional
Facilities. These agencies provide
recreation, construction, and main-
tenance services for County parks
and recreational facilities. Florence-
Firestone is served by the East and
South agencies.

Demographics and Park
Planning

Population

Florence-Firestone is a dense urban
community with a total of 60,197 resi-
dents in 2000 (Census). As of 2007,
the community was estimated to be
home to 65,780 residents, represent-
ing an increase of 9%. Florence-Fires-
tone will have a population of 76,725
residents by the year 2013, accord-
ing to projections by Claritas (a pri-
vate demographic data provider).
Given the community’s density and
anticipated growth, it is important to
plan for and provide additional parks
and recreational services to meet
current and future needs.

Age

Age characteristics are a useful de-

mographic factor for park and rec-
reation planning purposes. Specifi-
cally, the age profile of a community
helps park planners determine the
appropriate mix of needed recre-
ational facilities and services. Be-
tween 2000 and 2007, the proportion
of seniors (65 and over) in Florence-
Firestone remained unchanged at
about 5%. The 45 to 59 age group in-
creased from about 11% of the pop-
ulation to nearly 14%. As more baby
boomers approach retirement, there
is a growing need for senior programs
and facilities. The under 18 propor-
tion of the population decreased
from 40% in 2000 to 36% in 2007, while
the share of residents in the 25 to 34
group grew just slightly, from 17% to

PLANNING CONTEXT 1 9

18%. Nevertheless, the demand for
youth and adult sports programs and
activities remain high as indicated by
the results of our survey. Our analysis
of the completed questionnaires re-
veals that the five most popular rec-
reational activities in Florence-Fires-
tone are: youth sports, adult sports,
activities for seniors, passive leisure,
and educational classes.

According to the California Resourc-
es Agency (2005), demographic pro-
jections indicate large increases at
both ends of the lifespan, with many
new Californians from births and im-
migration, and an increasing number
of older Californians. Youth, families
with children, and senior citizens rep-

Majlibu Creek

S —

Pacific Ocean

Dominguez Channel &|L-A3Harbor {

LA River

. 4
San|Gabriel|River

L/

Legend

- LA County Parks
LA County Golf Course

| Unincorporated Areas
N

2
—

Exhibit 2.4: Watershed Management Map
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resent large markets for park and rec-
reation service providers. Growth in
these segments of the population will
increase demand for recreation and
leisure services. It is anticipated that
these important user groups will con-
tinue to grow throughout the state
but will be concentrated in the urban
areas of southern California including
South Los Angeles.

Race and Ethnicity

The past two decades have brought
dramatic changes and demograph-
ic shifts for Florence-Firestone. Thou-
sands of new immigrants have moved
to the area, living side by side with
long-term residents, and at times re-

‘Ventura County

Pacific Ocean

PLANNING CONTEXT

sulting in both harmonious and tense
relationships. In 1980, the African
American population in nearby South
Central was over 66%, but had fallen
to less than 45% by 1990. Meanwhile,
the Latino population grew from 13%
to 51%. The increase in Florence-
Firestone’s population between 1970
and 2000 can be attributed to a ma-
jor influx of people of Hispanic origin.
During the 30-year period, the Hispan-
ic share of the population in Florence-
Firestone increased dramatically from
30% in 1970 to 86% in 2000. As of 2007,
almost 90% of community residents
were estimated to be Hispanic.

There is often a mistaken assump-
tion that park and recreation agen-
cies need only make future popula-

<5
[

Orange County

Riverside €ounty|

Legend
[~ ctyicommunity Boundary
Planning Areas

Planning Area Name:
] Avelope Valley Pranning Avea.
[] east san Gabriel Valley Planning Area.

ibriel
[T Westsde plaring Area
I Gonstlsand Plaing Avea

Exhibit 2.5: Regional Planning Areas Map
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tion projections and provide more of
what currently exists. However, nu-
merous studies have shown that parks
and recreation needs, preferences,
and perceptions vary by race/eth-
nicity, place of origin, and length of
residence in the U.S. Furthermore,
Florence-Firestone is an important
center for recent immigrants who
have unique needs and preferences
for recreational amenities. Thus the
County must understand and plan for
the diverse recreation needs of dif-
ferent groups. Soccer, for example,
is an extremely popular sport in Flor-
ence-Firestone. Our survey of sports
groups in the area revealed that
there are over 40 such groups using
Roosevelt Park alone, with the vast
majority of them playing soccer; the
groups serve nearly 900 participants
in total.

Income and Poverty

Florence-Firestone is a working class
community, with a significant num-
ber of low-income residents. As of
2007, 28% of families and 31% of in-
dividuals in Florence-Firestone lived
below poverty level comparing to
12% of families and 15% of individu-
als countywide. Similarly, the median
household income in Florence-Fire-
stone was just $35,119, significantly
lower than the countywide median
of $55,192. These economic indica-
tors suggest that community residents
are much more likely to rely on pub-
lic parks for recreation; many families
have little or no money to spend on
recreational facilities and programs
offered by alternative providers such
as private gyms and the YMCA.



Introduction

Parks and recreational facilities are
used for a variety of purposes by all
types of people and groups. Because
the needs of park users are diverse,
no individual park or recreational fa-
cility can meet the needs of all users.
Thus, a diverse and comprehensive
system of facilities is needed to pro-
vide a wide range of recreational op-
portunities. This section describes the
County’s parkland standards, classi-
fications of existing parks and recre-
ational facilities offered by DPR, trails
and trail standards, and other facili-
ties available to meet park and rec-
reation needs in Florence-Firestone.

County Parkland

For planning purposes, parks are clas-
sified by type based on the size, use,
and physical characteristics of the
land. County parks in Florence-Fire-
stone total approximately 70 acres,
translating to a ratio of about one
acre of parkland per 1,000 residents.
Table 1 below summarizes the acre-
age of local and regional parkland
available in Florence-Firestone.

Inventories of Existing
Parkland, Facilities and
Open Space Resources

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT PARK

Roosevelt Park is one of the oldest
parks in the Los Angeles County sys-
tem. Construction of the park was
authorized by then President Roos-
evelt as a Works Progress Administra-
tion (WPA) building project during the
Great Depression in the 1930s. The
24.6-acre Roosevelt Park is a large fa-
cility that offers a variety of programs
for youth, adults, and seniors. This
park is located next to the Florence
Metro Blue Line Station.

TED WATKINS MEMORIAL PARK

Ted Watkins Park is a monumental
piece of history in South Los Angeles.
This 27-acre facility was renamed to
honor Ted Watkins, founder of the
Watts Labor Community Action Com-
mittee (WLCAC) in 1995. Watkins
Park is also home to the Promenade
of Prominence Walk of Fame created
to celebrate the accomplishments of
community leaders. The mosaic tile
mural on the park’s flagpole serves
as a memorial to Ted Watkins and
his commitment to the Watts com-
munity. The remaining panels on the
flag pole depict colorful images of
garden tools, symbolic of the Watts
community’s constant growth. In ad-
dition, there is an exterior tile mural

Table 3.1: Local and Regional Parks in Florence-Firestone

PARK ACERAGE PARK CLASSIFICATION
Franklin D. Roosevelt Park 24.6 acres Community Regional
Ted Watkins Park 27.0 acres Community Regional
Col. Leon Washington Park 13.2 acres Neighborhood
Mary MclLeod Bethune Park 5.3 acres Neighborhood

El Parque Nuestro 0.6 acres Pocket Park
TOTAL 70.7 acres

at the entry to the Ted Watkins pool
house.

It should be noted that although
Roosevelt Park and Watkins Park are
classified as “regional” parks due
to their size, they primarily serve the
needs of local residents.

COLONEL LEON H. WASHINGTON PARK

Washington Park is a 13.2-acre facility
built on land that formerly housed a
large lumber yard. The parkis named
after Colonel Leon H. Washington, a
leader and independent thinker who
founded the newspaper, The Eastside
Shopper, which is now known as The
Sentinel. Washington Park is located
next to the Firestone Metro Blue Line
Station.

MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE PARK

Bethune Park is named after Mary
McLeod Bethune, one of America’s
greatest educational advocates and
civil rights leaders. This 5.3-acre facil-
ity features a gymnasium, large com-
munity room, computer lab, baseball
diamond, swimming pool, and one of
the first skate parks built by DPR. Lo-
cated on the back wall surrounding
the poolis a tile mural which features
graphic depictions of swimmers, and
is made of porcelain and molded
glass tiles.

EL PARQUE NUESTRO

El Parque Nuestro, a new 0.63-acre
pocket park, opened in the summer
of 2010. This park was named by a
Lilian Elementary School student
through a contest. The park is land-
scaped with drought tolerant plants,

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan



12 | INVENTORIES OF EXISTING PARKLAND, FACILITIES AND OPEN SPACE RESOURCES

offers benches and tables made
with recycled materials, and includes
smart irrigation, solar lighting and a
concrete jogging path. Barbeque
pits as well as play and fitness equip-
ments are also available.

Park Amenities and Site Plans

The following pages detail the loca-
tion of the Florence-Firestone Parks
and amenities available at each
of the four existing County parks in
Florence-Firestone. Site plans of the
parks are also provided.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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PARK LAND INVENTORY — COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARKS

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT PARK 24.6 ACRES

7600 Graham Ave.
Los Angeles, CA

Typical Community Regional Park Amenities

Sports Fields Park Amenities Park Buildings and Structures
Baseball Fields v BBQ’s V' Restroom v
Softball Fields ~  Bike Racks Concession Stand
Soccer Fields v Pl Community Building
Football Fields Informal Qpen Play Areas v Seniors Center ,
Rugby Fields Comlmunlty Garden Teen Center
Multi-purpose Field v Walking Path v Interpretive Center
o Telephone v )
Sports and Play Facilities Vending Machines Amphitheater
Gymnasium v
Tennis Courts 4 Pool Building v
Basketball Courts . Parking Ticket Booth
Volleyball Courts v Group Picnic Shelter
Roller Hockey On-Site Parking v" Family Picnic Shelter
Skate Park v Surface: Non-Permeable Informational Kiosk
Pool v Security Lighting v" Maintenance Yard v
Fitness Par Course Maintenance Bldg. v
Fitness Equipment Equipment Bldg.
Lawn Bowling Trash Enclosure
Horseshoe Pits
Equestrian Facility
Fishing Lake
Children’s Play Equip. v
Additional Park Amenities
Handball Court v

NOT TO SCALE

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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PARK LAND INVENTORY — COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARKS

TED WATKINS MEMORIAL PARK
1355 East 103rd Street

Los Angeles, CA

Typical Community Regional Park Amenities

Sports Fields

Baseball Fields

Softball Fields
Soccer Fields
Football Fields
Rugby Fields
Multi-purpose Field

Sports and Play Facilities

Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts
Volleyball Courts
Roller Hockey
Skate Park

Pool

Fitness Par Course
Fitness EQuipment
Lawn Bowling
Horseshoe Pits
Equestrian Facility
Fishing Lake
Children’s Play Equip.

Additional Park Amenities

Handball

Outdoor Kitchen

Park Amenities

BBQ’s v
Bike Racks

Plaza v
Informal Open Play Areas
Community Garden

Walking Path

Telephone

Vending Machines v
Parking

On-Site Parking v
Surface: Non-Permeable
Security Lighting v

| 15

27.0 ACRES

Park Buildings and Structures

Restroom
Concession Stand
Community Building
Seniors Center

Teen Center
Interpretive Center
Amphitheater
Gymnasium

Pool Building

Ticket Booth

Group Picnic Shelter
Family Picnic Shelter
Informational Kiosk
Maintenance Yard
Maintenance Bldg.
Equipment Bldg.
Trash Enclosure

NOT TO SCALE Q 9

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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PARK LAND INVENTORY — NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

MARY BETHUNE PARK 5.3 ACRES

1244 E. 61ST. Street
Los Angeles, CA

Typical Neighborhood Park Amenities

Practice Sports Fields Park Amenities Park Buildings and Structures
Baseball Fields
BBQ’s V" Restroom
Softball Fields v Bike Racks Group Picnic Shelter
Soccer Fields Plaza Family Picnic Shelter
Football Fields Informal Open Play Areas v Informational Kiosk
Rugby Fields Community Garden Trash Enclosure v
Multi-purpose Field v" Walking Path
Telephone

Sports and Play Facilities Vending Machines

Tennis Courts v

Basketball Courts v parking

Volleyball Courts

Roller Hockey On-Site Parking v
Skate Park v surface:

Splash Park Non-Permeable

Fitness Par Course Security Lighting v

Fitness Equipment

Lawn Bowling

Horseshoe Pits

Children’s Play Equip. v

Additional Park Amenities

Handball Court v
Pool v
Seasonal Pool Building v
Gymnasium v
Community Building v

NOT TO SCALE Q g

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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PARK LAND INVENTORY — NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

(OL. LEON H. WASHINGTON PARK

8908 South Maie
Los Angeles, CA

Practice Sports Fields
Baseball Fields

Softball Fields
Soccer Fields
Football Fields
Rugby Fields
Multi-purpose Field

Sports and Play Facilities

Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts 4
Volleyball Courts
Roller Hockey

Skate Park

Splash Park

Fitness Par Course
Fitness Equipment
Lawn Bowling
Horseshoe Pits
Children’s Play Equip.

Additional Park Amenities

Pool
Community Building
Gymnasium

Specialty Garden

NN

Typical Neighborhood Park Amenities

Park Amenities

BBQ’s

Bike Racks

Plaza

Informal Open Play Areas
Community Garden
Walking Path

Telephone

Vending Machines

Parking

On-Site Parking

Surface: Non-Permeable

Security Lighting

| 17

13.2 ACRES

Park Buildings and Structures

Restroom

Group Picnic Shelter
Family Picnic Shelter
Informational Kiosk
Trash Enclosure

v

v

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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PARK LAND INVENTORY — POCKET PARKS

EL PARQUE NUESTRO 0.6 ACRES

Gage Ave.
Los Angeles, CA

Typical Pocket Park Amenities

Sports and Play Facilities Park Amenities
BBQ’s
Basketball Courts Bike Racks v
Splash Park Plaza
Fitness Equipment v Informal Open Play Areas v
Children’s Play Equip. v Community Garden
Walking Path v
Telephone

Vending Machines

NOT TO SCALE

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Parkland Standards

The Los Angeles County General Plan
standard for the provision of parkland
is four (4) acres of local parkland per
1,000 residents of the population in
the County’s unincorporated areas
and six (6) acres of regional parkland
per 1,000 residents of the County’s
total population.

While park standards based on acres
per population establish important
parameters for evaluating future
park needs, they do not speak to the
physical distribution of parkland and
park accessibility by underrepresent-
ed groups and underserved popu-
lations, including low income com-
munities, certain race/ethnic groups,
children, seniors, disabled individu-

als and those who are transit de-
pendent. Community preference,
population density, and existing park
distribution patterns should also be
considered in order to accurately as-
sess a community’s park needs.

Open space areas established to
conserve nature such as wildlife
sanctuaries provide a greater ben-
efit than the relative location of
the site to populated areas. In the
regional park system, a key consid-
eration is the ecological health of
natural environments. Accessibility
to regional facilities is also important.
Access may be enhanced by pro-
viding improved public transporta-
tion to connect population centers
with regional parks.

| 19
Parkland Classifications

The County offers a wide variety
of parks and recreation resources.
These facilities generally fall under
two systems: local system and re-
gional system.

Local System

The local system consists of parks of
varying sizes that meet local needs
and offer opportunities for daily rec-
reation. These facilities include com-
munity parks, neighborhood parks,
pocket parks, and park nodes.

COMMUNITY PARKS

Community parks are larger parks
intended to serve a wide variety of

LOCAL PARK SYSTEMS

FACILITY

ACRES PER
THOUSAND
POPULATION

SUGGESTED
ACREAGE*

SERVICE
AREA

TYPICAL PARK FEATURES / AMENITIES

Community Park

4/1,000

10 - 20 acres 1 -2 mile

Passive Park Amenities including but not limited to:
Informal open play areas, children's play apparatus,
family and group picnic areas with overhead shelters,
barbecues

Active Sports Activities including but not limited to:
lighted sports fields, basketball courts and tennis courts
Additional amenities may include:

aquatics complex, skate park, arena soccer,

rollerhockey, community gardens and dog parks

Park Facilities including but not limited to:

public restrooms, concession building, community
buildings, maintenance building and on-site parking and
informational kiosks

Neighborhood Park

4/1,000

3-10 acres

1/2 mile

Passive Park Amenities including but not limited to:
informal open play areas, children's play apparatus,
family picnic areas with overhead shelters, barbecues
Active Sports Activities including but not limited to:
practice sports fields, basketball, tennis and volleyball
courts

Park Facilities including but not limited to:

public restroom, on-site parking and informational kiosk

Pocket Park

411,000

less than 3
acres

1/4 mile

Passive Park Amenities including but not limited to:
picnic areas and seating areas

Active Park Amenities including but not limited to:
children's play apparatus

Park Node

4/1,000

1/4 acre or
less

no service
radius area

Varies - can include:
plazas, rest areas, playgrounds, landmarks and public
art installations

Exhibit 3.2: Proposed Local Parkland Standards and Guidelines

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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active and passive recreation activi-
ties community-wide. The amenities
programmed into a community park
are focused on meeting the needs of
several neighborhoods or large sec-
tions of the community. They allow
for group activities and recreational
opportunities that may not be fea-
sible in neighborhood parks.

Optimally, from 10 to 20 acres in size,
community parks serve several neigh-
borhoods within a radius of 1 to 2
miles of the park. Where community
parks are located in residential neigh-
borhoods, they serve both the needs
of the community park service radius
and neighborhood park service ra-
dius.

Amenities typically programmed
into a community park include, but
are not limited to: informal open
play areas, children’s play appara-
tus, family and group picnic areas
with overhead shelters, barbecues,
lighted sports fields, basketball courts
and tennis courts, public restrooms,
concession building, maintenance
building, on-site parking and infor-
mation kiosks. Community buildings
are important features in community
parks and can include a recreation
office, performing arts center, a se-
nior center, a community center, a
historical museum, a cultural cen-
ter, an interpretive center, or a teen
center. Specialty passive and active
sports facilities may also be located in
community parks including swimming
pools and aquatics complexes, skate
parks, facilities for arena soccer and
roller hockey, community gardens,
gymnasiums, and dog parks.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

Neighborhood parks provide space
and recreation activities to create
healthy social networks within resi-
dential communities via programs
and facilities. The common objective
of all neighborhood parks is to bring
people together to recreate and so-
cialize close to home. Neighborhood
parks are geared specifically for
those living within a half- mile radius of

the park and are optimally from 3 to
10 acres in size. Ease of access and
walking distance uninterrupted by
major roads and other physical bar-
riers are important factors in locating
neighborhood parks. Neighborhood
parks should be well connected to
other public facilities such as schools
and libraries.

Amenities typically programmed into
a neighborhood park include: infor-
mal open play areas, children’s play
apparatus, picnic tables, picnic shel-
ters, barbeques, practice sports fields,
basketball, tennis and volleyball
courts, public restrooms, information
kiosks, recreation offices, and on-site
parking.

POCKET PARKS

Pocket parks represent the small-
est park classification and are less
than 3 acres in size that serve either
a residential or business area within a
quarter-mile radius or within a walking
distance. They are best used to meet
limited or specialized recreational
needs. Pocket parks can provide
landscaped public use areas in in-
dustrial and commercial areas, sce-
nic overlooks, linkage to a community
pathway system, and urban infill sites
in park-poor communities. Pocket
parks generally do not have on-site
parking.

Site amenities for a pocket park can
include both active and passive fea-
tures depending on the community’s
setting and needs, including: chil-
dren’s play apparatus, picnic areas,
fountains and seating areas. Due
to the limited amenities included in
pocket parks, they are typically not
included in the service radius analysis.

PARK NODES

Park nodes are small pieces of open
space that serve as public destina-
tions, connections, and commu-
nity defining spaces. Nodes provide
physical and visual breaks to the ur-
ban landscape and connect various
spaces such as waterways, streets,
trails, and greenways.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Park nodes are used as gathering and
rest areas, and serve as opportunities
for social and cultural exchange. Ex-
amples of park nodes include: eques-
trian and hiking trail heads, bike rest
stops and stations with lockers and
repair areas, neighborhood focal
points, and passive amenities such as
plazas, rest areas, playgrounds, land-
maurks, and public art installations.

Regional System

The regional system is intended to
meet the park and recreation needs
of residents and visitors throughout
the County. This system con

sists of community regional parks,
regional parks and special use facili-
ties such as: golf courses, historic and
cultural facilities, natural areas, habi-
tat preservation areas, and arboreta
and botanic gardens.

COMMUNITY REGIONAL PARKS

Community regional parks serve to
protect natural resources, preserve
open spaces, and provide recre-
ational facilities that are not available
in neighborhood or community parks.
They have a service radius of up to 20
miles and are generally from 20 to 100
acres in size.

Amenities typically programmed into
a community regional park include:
a jogging exercise course, informal
open play areas, children’s play ap-
paratus, family and group picnic ar-
eas with overhead shelters, barbe-
cues, lighted sports fields, basketball
courts and tennis courts, information
kiosks, public restrooms, concession
building, recreation offices, mainte-
nance buildings, and on-site park-
ing. Community regional parks may
also have one or more of the follow-
ing features: multiple sports facilities,
aquatics center, fishing lake, com-
munity building and gymnasium, and
outstanding views and vistas.

REGIONAL PARKS

Regional parks are greater than 100
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acres in size with a service radius
of 25 miles or more. They include
unique areas such as lakes, wet-
lands, auditoriums, water bodies,
and campgrounds in addition to
the active recreational facilities of-
ten offered in community and com-
munity regional parks. Many of the
recreation activities are associated
with experiencing the natural envi-
ronment. A regional park may also
perform important ecological and
environmental functions, including
serving as wildlife habitats. The con-
nection of these parks to natural ar-
easis often vital to ensuring a healthy
ecological system.

Amenities typically found in a region-
al park include: picnic areas, nature

centers, trail systems, scenic drives,
campgrounds, water areas for swim-
ming, fishing and boating, and in
some cases, sport fields.

Trails

Los Angeles County is unique in that
trail opportunities in the area are var-
ied and showcase the diverse scen-
ery of the many parks, open spaces,
cultural resources, and wilderness
areas of the region. The region has
an ideal climate for trail activities
on most days of the year. There are
miles of existing County trails. Many
of the trails are in the less densely
populated northern part of Los An-
geles County. Additional trails are
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needed closer to population centers
in the central and southern portions
of the county to allow residents to
conveniently access and reap the
recreation, health, and transporta-
tion benefits of trails.

Florence-Firestone currently does not
have any County-designated trails.
However, there is some interest in the
community for trails. Specifically, key
findings from our community input
process include:

= Many workshop participants sup-
ported pathways that connect
community facilities including
parks, libraries, schools, and other
key destinations.

= Some participants wanted a bike

REGIONAL PARK SYSTEMS

FACILITY

ACRES PER
THOUSAND
POPULATION

SUGGESTED
ACREAGE*

SERVICE
AREA

TYPICAL PARK FEATURES / AMENITIES

Community Regional

Park

6/1,000

20-100
acres

up to 20
miles

Passive Park Amenities including but not limited to:
informal open play areas, children's play apparatus,
family and group picnic areas with overhead shelters
and barbecues

Active Sports Activities including but not limited to:
lighted sports fields, basketball courts and tennis courts
Additional features may include one or more of the
following features:

multiple sports facilities, aquatics center, fishing lake,
community building and gymnasium and outstanding
views and vistas.

Park Facilities including but not limited to:

public restrooms, concession building, maintenance
building, informational kiosks and on-site parking

Regional Park

6/1,000

greater than
100 acres

25+ acres

Passive Park Amenities including but not limited to:
group picnic areas with overhead shelters and
barbecues

Additional amenities may include one or more of the
following features:

lakes, wetlands, auditoriums, water bodies and
campgrounds, water bodies for swimming, fishing and
boating, and sports fields

Special Use Facility

6/1,000

no size
criteria

no
assigned
service
radius area

Generally single purpose facilities. Uses can include
passive features such as:

wilderness parks, nature preserves, botanical gardens
and nature centers

Active uses can include:

performing arts, water parks, aquatic facilities, skate
parks, golf driving ranges and golf courses

*Actual park acreage is determined based on land availability and community needs and demands.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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path along Florence Avenue and
safety improvements along streets
and alleys.

= Some thought there should be
trails along rail right-of-ways and
that trails should be visible for
safety reasons.

DPR has established four classifica-
tions for regional and community
trails: A, B, C, and D. All County trails
are multi-use and are accessible to all
non-motorized users including eques-
trians, mountain bicyclists, and hikers.
Specific guidelines are provided in Ex-
hibit 3.4 for each classification and in-
clude information such as easement
width, tread width, trail grade, trail
cross slope, and vertical clearance
that influences the design, construc-
tion, and maintenance of County
trails.

All trails should have design guidelines

established for tread width, easement
width, function, cross slope, grade,
anticipated user volume, horizontal
clearance, and vertical clearance
as well as adequate signage, fenc-
ing, staging areas and additional trail
features. The objective of the design
guidelines is to be efficient, effective,
and feasible with respect to initiating,
implementing, and managing trails,
while attempting to satisfy the great-
est number of users with the least
amount of acquisition and construc-
tion cost per user.

While Florence-Firestone currently has
no County trails, there are opportu-
nities to establish urban trails in the
community, and connections with
existing and proposed regional trails
outside of Florence-Firestone. These
opportunities are described in Sec-
tion 7 (Parkland Opportunities) of this
Plan.

INVENTORIES OF EXISTING PARKLAND, FACILITIES AND OPEN SPACE RESOURCES

In addition, there are currently two
trail-related planning efforts that
could benefit the Florence-Firestone
community.  First, the Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy (RMC) ap-
plied and received a federal grant in
2008 to develop the Randolph Gre-
enway Master Plan for a four-mile
corridor that includes the cities of Bell,
Huntington Park, Maywood, Vernon,
and the northern portion of Florence-
Firestone. Project partners include
the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Riv-
ers Watershed Council, Rails to Trails
Conservancy, and the National Park
Service. The purpose of the proposed
Greenway is to create active trans-
portation and recreation opportuni-
ties by providing people of all ages
with an attractive, safe, accessible
place to bike, walk, jog, skate, or play.

The second planning effort is the up-
date of the County of Los Angeles Bi-

TRAILS
TYPED
TYPEA TYPEB TYPEC SHARED
SPECIFICATION URBAN/SUBURBN RURAL PRIMATIVE PATHWAY/SERVICE ROAD
Tread Width 6-10' 4-8 2'or> 10-12'
Easement Width 1215’ 12'-20' >20' (Variable Width or 10'-20'
Blanket Easement)
Function Recreation Recreation Remote Recreation Limited Recreation
Grade <10% <15% <15% <15%
Note: 15% grade at more | Note: 15% or higher grade
than 300 ft. permitted on a  permitted on a case by
case by case basis per | case basis per DPR Trails
review per DPR Trails Section review
Section
Cross Slope 2-3% 2-5% 2-5% | 1-2%
Surface Material Decomposed Granite Suitable Native Soil Suitable Native Soil D.G. with Binding Agent,
(D.G.) with Binding Agent Asphalt, or Concrete
or Suitable Native Soil
Anticipated User Volume High Medium Medium-Low High
Horizontal Clearance 2' Beyond 2' Beyond 1' Beyond At Edge
Tread Edge Tread Edge Tread Edge

Vertical Clearance 12 12 12 12

Exhibit 3.4: Proposed Trail Classifications and Design Guidelines
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INVENTORIES OF EXISTING PARKLAND, FACILITIES AND OPEN SPACE RESOURCES

cycle Master Plan by the Department
of Public Works. The Plan covers bi-
cycling issues in all unincorporated
areas, and studies the potential for
new and improved bike paths along
flood control facilities. Opportunities
for new and improved bike paths in
Florence-Firestone will be analyzed
as part of this Plan.

Other Recreational Facili-
ties

In addition to the local and region-
al parks DPR offers, there are other
types of recreational facilities includ-
ing: multi-benefit parks, city parks
and facilities, school sites, other pub-
lic facilities, private recreational facil-

ities, and recreational facilities oper-
ated by non-profit organizations.

Multi-Benefit Parks

Multi-benefit parks and open spaces
are created through collaborative
efforts among entities such as city,
county, state, and federal agen-
cies, private organizations, private
landowners, and industries. These
parks are characterized as having
more than one function and con-
tributing to multiple program goals.
There are a number of applications
of multi-benefit parks including: util-
ity corridors and flood control basins
which can serve as areas for active
or passive recreation; watershed ar-
eas that can protect critical wildlife
habitats, preserve open space; and
provide trails for recreation, while
contributing to water conservation
objectives and water districts where
trails can be located adjacent flood
control channels and trailhead
parks. Florence-Firestone is home

to a number of utility corridors and
rail right-of-ways which have the
potential to be used for recreational
purposes.

City Parks and Facilities

Where city parks and facilities are lo-

cated close to the borders of the un-
incorporated “islands” of the Coun-
ty, those facilities are enjoyed by city
and County residents alike. Similarly,
local County parks located within or
close to the borders of incorporated
cities provide recreational amenities
for both populations. This overlap in
local park service radius is an impor-
tant factor to consider in the place-
ment of new local County parks.
Examples of city parks in close prox-
imity to Florence-Firestone include
Westside Park in Huntington Park,
and Augustus Hawkins Natural Park
and Green Meadows Recreation
Center in the City of Los Angeles.

Exhibit 3.5: Existing Trails

-k
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School Sites

The County cooperates with school
districts in organizing, promoting, and
conducting joint recreational and
educational programs. These com-
munity recreation agreements are a
form of joint-use agreement where
either a school or park facility may
be put to some recreational use by
the other party in exchange for some
facility improvement and/or mainte-
nance participation being provided.
A park does not necessarily have to
be adjacent to a school (i.e. share
a common boundary) for these ar-
rangements to be viable. Florence-
Firestone is served by the Los Angeles
Unified School District (LAUSD) which

Trail

4
Chavez, Cesar Park

N, i

LA County Golf Course
[ surrounding Parks and Open Space f|~
/ O -
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operates seven elementary schools
and two middle schools in the com-
munity. Also, two new elementary
schools and a new high school are
currently under construction. In ad-
dition, a number of private schools
and charter schools are located
in the area. An example of a joint-
use facility located just outside of
Florence-Firestone is Walnut Nature
Park. This park was created through
a joint use agreement involving DPR,
LAUSD, and the Santa Monica Moun-
tains Conservancy.

Other Public Facilities

In addition to County parks, Flor-
ence-Firestone is home to various

South Parki

public facilities that meet the com-
munity’s recreational needs:

THE FLORENCE-FIRESTONE SERVICE CEN-

TER provides comprehensive human
services to residents in partnership
with public agencies, private organi-
zations, and businesses. The center
brings traditional public services

and links them with non-traditional
community-based service provid-
ers. Services include elderly care,

a physical fitness room, emergency
food assistance to low-income
families, internship opportunities,
mediation and conflict resolution,
and mobile van services. Over 20
County departments and other pub-
lic and private agencies have satel-
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Exhibit 3.6: Parks, Schools and Community Facilities in the Florence-Fires-

tone Vicinity
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lite offices at the center. The center
was recently renovated to include
a large senior area, along with an
improved multi-purpose room with a
kitchen, and upgrades throughout
the original 1970’s era building.

THE YOUTH ATHLETIC LEAGUE (YAL) FIRE-

STONE ACTIVITY CENTER is operated

by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department and is located at the
intersection of Compton Avenue
and Nadeau Street. This facility is a
safe gathering place for neighbor-
hood kids to engage in recreational
activities during after-school hours.
Ongoing activities include football,
cheerleading, karate, boxing, ballet
folklorico, soap box derby racing, art
classes, educational field trips, and
tutoring. Although the focus is on
youth activities, community meet-
ings are also hosted at this facility.

FLORENCE AND GRAHAM LIBRARIES op-
erated by the County of Los Angeles
Public Library offer the following
services to the residents of Florence-
Firestone: basic reference services,
computers with internet access,
bilingual story times for children, a
homework center, and year- round
reading activities.

ANEW CENTRAL PARK with an area of
over six acres is proposed as part

of the redevelopment of Jordan
Downs, a public housing in South
Los Angeles owned and maintained
by the Housing Authority of the City
of Los Angeles (HACLA). The park
will include a variety of passive and
active recreation areas. In addition,
the proposal includes greenways
and other open spaces for use by
the community. No timeline is cur-
rently available for the anticipated
construction and completion of
these amenities.

Private Recreational Facilities

Private recreational facilities play an
important role in meeting the recre-
ational needs of County residents.
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Examples of private recreational
facilities include health and fitness
clubs, and other private organiza-
tions which offer a variety of pro-
grams and facilities. This Plan does
not include an inventory of private
recreational facilities. Because the
County does not control, maintain,
or program private recreational fa-
cilities, these resources are not cred-
ited toward satisfaction of the Coun-
ty’s acreage goals for public parks.

Recreational Facilities operated
by Non-profit Organizations

The non-profit sector is playing an
increasing role in the provision of rec-
reational opportunities. In particular,
various non-profit organizations such
as churches, the Salvation Army,
YMCAs, and Boys and Girls Clubs of-
fer recreational services and facilities
such as gyms and community cen-
ters.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Existing Recreation
Programs and Services

Introduction

Along with access to parks and rec-
reational facilities, the availability of
a wide range of recreation programs
is critical to the quality of life in any
community. A comprehensive offer-
ing of effective recreation programs
benefit individuals, families, neighbor-
hoods, and households of all ages, in-
come levels, cultures and abilities by:

- Offering opportunities to play,
grow, and learn;

- Providing a sense of place and of
belonging;

= Promoting health and wellness,
including obesity prevention;

- Improving neighborhood and
community connections and
problem solving;

= Enhancing community cohesive-
ness while honoring diversity; and

- Helping protect our natural envi-
ronments.

Recreation programs can range
from organized sports, tournaments,
scheduled classes, and special
events, to more individualized, casual
leisure activities such as family picnics
and walking. Effective recreation
programs promote the constructive
use of leisure time and a lifelong com-
mitment to a healthy lifestyle. DPR
offers a wide variety of recreation
programs to meet the growing and
diverse needs of Florence-Firestone
residents. This section summarizes ex-
isting recreational programs and ser-
vices offered by DPR.

Programs Inventory

DPR’s recreation programs can be
grouped into three broad categories:
special interest programs, sports/out-
door opportunities, and special inter-
est recreation activities. Table 4.1 lists
the programs offered by DPR at each

Special Interest Programs

Special interest programs include the
following: cultural programs, after
school programs, art and craft, com-
puter and technology classes, music/
dance programs, family programs,
tiny tots, teen programs, and senior

County park in Florence-Firestone. activity programs.  Crafts include
ceramics, brush painting, quilting,
Table 4.1: Recreation Programs offered in Florence-Firestone
Colonel Mary Franklin D. | Ted
Parks / Programs Leon H. McLeod | Roosevelt | Watkins
Washington | Bethune | Park Memorial
Park Park Park
Special Interest Programs
Cultural Programs v v 4 v
After School Programs v v v v
Art and Craft v v v v
Computer and Technol- v v v v
ogy
Music/Dance 4 v
Family Programs v
Teen Programs 4 v
Senior Activities v
Sports/Outdoor Opportunities
Adventure Programs
Fitness and Wellness v v v v
Individual and Team v v v v
Sports
Summer Programs v v v v
Nature and Outdoor
Programs
Special Interest Recreation Activities
Volunteer Opportunities v v v v
Organized Hiking
Special Community v v v v
Events

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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knitting, and oil painting. DPR offers
classes in a variety of dances includ-
ing but not limited to Hula, tap danc-
ing, line dancing, ballroom danc-
ing, and cheerleading. Examples
of programs for toddlers and teens
include the Teen Club, Bookworms
reading club, Junior Ranger Program,
day camps, Drum Corps, and Young
Chefs. Senior activities include lawn
bowling, water aerobics, and specific
classes for seniors in tennis, aerobics,
and computer.

Sports/Outdoor Opportunities

Sports/outdoor opportunities include
adventure programs, fitness and well-
ness programs, summer programs,
nature and outdoor programs, and
individual and team sports. Examples
of fitness programs include aerobics,
Jazzercise, and Walking for Wellness
Club. DPR offers programs in the fol-
lowing sports: badminton, baseball,
basketball, boxing, fencing, golf,
gymnastics, soccer, softball, tennis,
volleyball, youth wrestling, and youth
flag football.

Special Interest Recreation
Activities

Special interest recreation activities
include volunteer opportunities, spe-
cial community events, and activi-
ties such as organized hiking, fishing,
boating, mountain biking, water ski-
ing, and camping.

These programs serve a diverse group
of stakeholders including, but not lim-
ited to: pre-school aged children, el-
ementary school aged youth, middle
school aged youth, high school aged
youth, adults, seniors, and families.

As shown in Table 4.1, County parks
in Florence-Firestone currently do not
offer adventure programs, nature
and outdoor programs, and orga-
nized hiking activities.

Section 5 of this Plan presents the
findings of our community input pro-
cess, including information regarding

EXISTING RECREATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

the community’s recreation program
preferences and needs.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan



Community Input
Process and Needs

Assessment

Introduction

The purpose of this Needs Assessment
is to understand and quantify both
the recreational facility and program
needs of the Florence-Firestone com-
munity. In order to develop a long
range plan for providing the ap-
propriate recreational facilities and
programs, DPR must understand the
nature of the community, its recre-
ational desires, its actual needs, and
its ability to provide the services that
are determined necessary through
the Needs Assessment.

Demand and needs are sometimes
difficult to quantify. Numerical stan-
dards may not necessarily reflect the
makeup of a community, its eco-
nomic situation, history, traditional
recreational uses, or political environ-
ment. This Plan assesses the park fa-
cilities and recreational programming
needs of Florence-Firestone starting
with a review of current national and
state trends, followed by a summary
and analysis of community input from
public outreach.

Current National and State
Trends in Parks and Recre-
ation

National and state trends in the per-
ception of the environment, socio-
economics, technology, and urban
development will affect the need for
and use of parks and recreational
programs. In 2004 the National Rec-
reation and Park Association (NRPA)
developed a list of trends which will

cause the greatest impact on lo-
cal park agencies planning for rec-
reational facilities through the year
2020. Specific trends and issues that
may impact DPR’s efforts for devel-
oping recreational facilities and pro-
grams for Florence-Firestone are listed
below:

- A greater need for walking and
biking on trails, sidewalks, within
parks and along streets, and utility
corridors.

= Collaboration between parks and
schools to share construction, de-
velopment, and use of lands and
facilities.

= Preventive recreation, that is, rec-
reation as an antidote for social
problems.

= Recreation for groups limited by
income, physical disability, lan-
guage, or cultural barriers.

- Collaboration among program
and facility providers, partnerships
and cooperation between pubilic,
private, and non-profit sectors, es-
pecially cultural organizations.

- Family recreation centers (inter-
generational campuses) that offer
a variety of services for each fam-
ily member.

= Pressure to increase park capacity
and infrastructure of existing parks
and concern for adequate main-
tenance.

= Community volunteering opportu-
nities, such as adopt a park proj-
ects, friends of the parks groups,
and park watch programs.

- Increased demand for tiny-tot
and pre-school programs and ac-
tivities.

- Protective measures for
space.

open

= Provision for aquatics programs
and water safety instruction.

= Provision for senior citizen pro-
grams and activities.

= The need for financial sustainabil-
ity in order to deliver quality recre-
ation services and facilities.

Every one of these trends and issues
is relevant in Florence-Firestone and
must be taken into consideration as
DPR determines its priorities for future
development and operation of its
park and recreation delivery system.

Community Input from
Public Outreach

To ensure that this Parks and Recre-
ation Plan reflects the desires and
needs of the community, DPR en-
gaged the public in a wide variety
of ways. Specifically, the community
input process included stakeholder
interviews, community workshops,
focused workshops with seniors and
youth, community questionnaires,
surveys of sports groups, and collab-
oration with staff from other public
agencies. Overall, community mem-
bers were enthusiastic about park
and recreation issues, and were ac-
tively involved in the development of
this Plan. The input received is critical
to the development of appropriate
goals, policies, and implementation

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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actions to address park and recre-
ation needs in Florence-Firestone.

Stakeholder Interviews

Over 35 stakeholders were invited to
meet with DPR staff to discuss park
and recreation issues in Florence-
Firestone. Between February and
May 2010, DPR conducted over 20
interviews. The stakeholders inter-
viewed included: the Florence-Fire-
stone Community Leaders; mem-
bers of the public; school officials;
representatives from the Florence-
Firestone Chamber of Commerce,
local churches, and other non-profit
organizations; and staff from various
County agencies including the Arts
Commission, Public Health, Public Li-
brary, Public Works, and Sheriff’s De-
partments.

Major issues identified through the in-
terviews include:

1. Safety/Security
= Not enough lighting at parks
- Need safe routes to parks

= Gangs may take control of
smaller parks

= Racial tension and awareness of
gang territories limit park usage

= Parks need to be well-staffed

2. Lack of Parks and Recreation
Facilities

= Range of opinions as to whether

PARK FACILITIES
ITNSTALACTONES
DEL PARQUE

PARK LOCATIONS

PARQUES

COMMUNITY INPUT PROCESS

smaller or larger parks are need-
ed

Pocket parks may be appro-
priately sited near or on school
properties

Need for larger parks with staff
onsite

Need community meeting room
and/or cultural/banquet facility

Provide transportation for kids to
experience parks and recreation
areas outside of Florence-Fires-
tone

Opportunities for Collaboration

Parks and Recreation can col-
laborate more with schools,
churches, libraries, Sheriff’s, Public
Health, and non-profit organiza-
tions such as local land trusts

Wakeg AR P
Caruinar | Tretar Dautgacia

Youth Programs I
Programas Juveniles

@ Florgnge-Firasions Commu
FACILITIES OPPORTU

Community Input Exhibits

Florenca-Firasions Cammu
PARELAND OPPORTU

& Florenca-Firestona Gommu
FROGRAM OPPORTU
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- Sharing and distribution of infor-
mation and resources

= Joint-use opportunities with exist-
ing and future schools

= Public-Private Partnerships
4. Recreation Programs

= Need for more classes and activi-
ties in music, arts, dance

= Need programs for residents with
special needs

= Need for classes and activities
that bring different generations
together

- Establish “movies in the parks”
program

Many of these ideas were also ex-
pressed in the completed question-
naires and during workshops with the
community.

Community Workshops

Community workshops were held at
Roosevelt Park and Washington Park.
Both workshops had the same format.
Following a brief presentation by staff,
attendees participated in a dot stick-
er exercise in which they expressed
their preferences on four topics: park
facilities, park locations/classification,
recreation programs, and trails. Ver-
bal comments were also recorded on
large note pads.

Flarence-Firestane Comimu;
TRAIL OPPORTLUINIT|




WORKSHOP 1

The first community workshop took
place at Roosevelt Park on January
9, 2010. The attendance was 53. Key
findings from this workshop were:

= Many participants:

- Wanted more security at
parks, including increasing
security lighting along walking
paths.

- Asked for more par course
equipment.

- Supported pathways that con-
nect community facilities in-
cluding parks, libraries, schools,
and other key destinations.

= Some participants identified the
following areas as suitable loca-
tions for new parks:

= On east side near South Gate
and Huntington Park

- Along Central Avenue in the
northwest portion of Florence-
Firestone

Results of the dot sticker exercise
were:

The top 3 park classifications were:
1) Park Node
2) Neighborhood Park
3) Community Park

The top 3 adult and senior programs
were:

1) Exercise
2) Aquatics
3) Social Clubs

The top 3 park facilities were:
1) Par Course Trail
2) Walking/Jogging Path
3) Family Picnic Area

The top 3 youth recreation programs
were:

1) Sports

2) Camps

COMMUNITY INPUT PROCESS
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3) Cheerleading and Drill Team

WORKSHOP 2

The second community workshop
was held at Washington Park on Jan-
uary 30, 2010. The attendance was
33. Key findings from this workshop
were:

= Some participants expressed the
need for dog parks and/or more
space for dogs at existing parks.

= Some thought there should be
more parks east of the Metro
Blue Line right-of-way.

= Many participants supported
pathways.

- Some participants wanted a bike
path along Florence Avenue
and safety improvements along
streets and alleys.

- There was some interest in rub-
berized surface walking/jogging
loop trails around industrial cen-
ters, retail centers, and parks.

Results of the dot sticker exercise
were:

The top 3 park classifications were:
1) Community Park
2) Pocket Park
3) Neighborhood Park

The top 3 adult and senior programs

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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were:
1) Arts and Crafts
2) Aquatics
3) Exercise
The top 3 park facilities were:
1) Splash Pad
2) Family Picnic Area
3) Skate Park

The top 3 youth recreation programs
were:

1) Cheerleading and Drill Team
2) Sports

3) Dance

SENIORS WORKSHOP

A workshop focusing on seniors was
held at Bethune Park on February 4,
2010. About 40 seniors participated.
Like the two community workshops,
participants were given the opportu-
nity to share their thoughts and par-
ticipate in a dot sticker exercise to
express their preferences on park and
recreation topics. Key findings from
this workshop were:

= Many participants expressed
the need for more picnic areas,
open space, and playgrounds for
grandchildren.

- Pathways were popular among
participants.

= Some thought that there should
be trails along rail right-of-ways

COMMUNITY INPUT PROCESS

and that trails should be visible for
safety reasons.

= Results of the dot sticker exercise
were:

The top 3 park classifications were:
1) Neighborhood Park
2) Community Park

3) Pocket Park and Park Node
(tied)

The top 3 adult and senior programs
were:

1) Exercise

2) Community Events

3) Aquatics

The top 3 park facilities were:
1) Par Course Trail

2) Family Picnic Area

3) Walking/Jogging Path

The top 3 youth recreation programs
were:

1) Sports
2) Camps

3) Dance

YOUTH WORKSHOP

A youth input workshop was held at
Drew Middle School on February 25,
2010. About 25 students in a leader-
ship class participated in ex

ercises to design their own park and
respond to a three-question survey.

What activities do you participate in?

18% ("
18% 1
14% 1
12%
10% [
8%
6% 1
4%
2%

0%

Youth Sports  Adult Sports

Passive Seniors

Leisure

Activities

Art and
Culture
Activities

Music and
Dance
Activities

Educational Social Clubs
Classes

Exhibit 5.1: Participation in Recreational Activities in Florence-Firestone
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Key findings from this workshop were:

- The students desired a wide
range of amenities in their parks.
(Examples of student drawings
are shown above. Please refer
to the Appendix for all student
drawings.)

= Most of the students participated
in organized recreational activi-
ties and sports.

= Nearly all of the students felt
that there were not enough
youth sports programs offered in
Florence-Firestone.

= Computer labs in parks were im-
portant to nearly all of the stu-
dents.

Community Questionnaires

Bilingual (English-Spanish) question-
naires were distributed at County
parks and libraries in Florence-Fire-
stone to solicit public input on park
and recreation issues. About 320
were collected from these locations,
with most of the respondents being
residents of Florence-Firestone and
park patrons. Key findings from the
guestionnaires were:

- The questionnaires were complet-
ed by people of all ages, ranging
from children (5 to 14) to seniors
(66 and older).

= Senior citizens were most well-
represented - nearly one-quarter
of respondents were 66 years or
older.

= 63% of respondents used the
parks daily.

= Roosevelt Park was the most used
park in Florence-Firestone.

- The four most popular recreation
activities were: youth sports, adult
sports, senior activities, and pas-
sive leisure (see Exhibit 5.1).

= Overall, respondents indicated
that the following activities were
most needed in Florence-Fires-
tone: senior citizen activities,



walking/bicycle paths, arts and
cultural activities, after school
and extended day care, and
tutoring or homework assistance
(see Exhibit 5.2 below).

Not surprisingly, the ranking of
most needed activities varied by
age as summarized below:

Age Most requested

Group activity

5to 14 | Arts and Cultural Activi-

ties
15to 19 Youth Sports
20 to 30 Adult Sports
31to 50 Walking and Bicycle
Paths

51to 65 | Senior Citizen Activities
66 and Senior Citizen Activities

older

About 46% of respondents par-
ticipated in recreation programs
outside of Florence-Firestone,
with youth sports and adult

COMMUNITY INPUT PROCESS

sports being the most popular
programs (see Exhibit 5.3 be-
low). This may suggest additional
recreation programs, especially
active sports, are needed in
Florence-Firestone.

In addition, over 570 question-
naires were filled out by members
of alocal church and students

of the school it operates. Key
findings from the questionnaires
were:

Children and youth were very
well-represented - nearly 75%
of respondents were 19 years or
younger.

40% of respondents used the
parks at least once a week.

Roosevelt Park was by far the
most used of the parks in Flor-
ence-Firestone.

The two most popular recreation
activities were youth sports and

| 33
passive leisure.

Overall, respondents indicated
that the following activities were
most needed in Florence-Fires-
tone: youth sports, walking/bicy-
cle paths, tutoring or homework
assistance, and art and cultural
activities.

About 43% of respondents par-
ticipated in recreation programs
outside of Florence-Firestone,
with youth sports being the most
popular program.

Sports Group Surveys

Local sports groups and organiza-
tions were asked to complete sur-
veys regarding their use of parks and
recreational facilities in Florence-
Firestone. Surveys were completed
by over 40 groups that regularly use
Roosevelt Park for soccer. Key find-
ings from the surveys were:

What activities do you feel are needed in Florence-Firestone?

14% —
12% [ 13%
10% 1% '
11% 11%
8% 1% (0% 10%
a%l

6% <

%

2%
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Senior Citizen Walking Arts and After School  Tutoring or Educational  Adult Sports  Information  Youth Sports Tiny Tots
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Activities Day Care Assistance  Children and Services
Adults

Exhibit 5.2: Needed Recreational Activities in Florence-Firestone
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Which programs do you participate in in other communities?
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Exhibit 5.3: Participation in Recreational Activities outside Florence-Firestone
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= The sports groups serve nearly a
total of 900 participants.

- Half of the sports groups serve
adults; none of the groups serve
the 16 to 18 age group.

= More than half (57%) of the groups
rated the field conditions as poor;
one-third indicated the fields were
in fair conditions.

= Over 90% of the sports groups
have plans for expansion.

Sports groups also use other parks in
Florence-Firestone. Summarized be-
low are information provided by DPR
field staff:

= Watkins Park: Sports groups serve
1,850 participants, about half of
which play soccer; baseball is
the next most popular sport, fol-
lowed by football and softball.
These participants range in age
from young children to adults. The
park’s fields are in poor condition
due to extensive use.

= Bethune Park: Sports groups serve
about 560 participants, ranging in
age fromfive to over 16. The park’s
two fields are in fair condition and
are used for soccer, baseball, soft-
ball, and flag football.

= Washington Park: Sports groups

B |
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serve 80 participants, ranging
from young children to adults. The
park’s multi-purpose field is in fair
condition and is used for soccer
and football.

Key Findings and Summa-
ry of Needs Assessment

Through its public outreach process,
DPR collected a wide range of quali-
tative and quantitative data regard-
ing the community’s preferences,
needs, and opinions regarding parks
and recreation programs in Florence-
Firestone. Overall, residents are con-
cerned with and desire facilities and
programs that address health and
fitness, preventive recreation as an
antidote for social problems, family
recreation, cultural and arts opportu-
nities, and sports facilities.

Targeted activities for specific age
groups were a common theme
throughout the community input pro-
cess. While family recreation was
identified as being necessary for a
successful park and recreation sys-
tem, specific programs for youth,
teens, adults, and seniors were re-
peatedly mentioned as desirable in
each of the community outreach
tools used. The need for an art and

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan

cultural facility was also evident dur-
ing the community input process.
Some residents suggested that a
multi-purpose cultural arts center with
a banquet hall, studios, and class-
room spaces be created to benefit
and serve the community.

After studying the existing conditions
of Florence-Firestone and analyzing
the data collected through the com-
munity input process, DPR has deter-
mined that the key issues listed below
are the priority needs and demands
that must be addressed in this Plan.
(Section 8 of this Plan details the goals,
policies, and implementation actions
formulated to meet the specific park
and recreation needs of the commu-
nity.) Theoretically, if DPR provided all
of the facilities and programs listed,
it would meet all of the needs and
demands expressed by the public
during the community input process.
In reality, due to financial, land, and
other constraints, DPR would only be
able to address some of the needs at
a given time. Thus there must be a
way to determine what the greatest
needs are and then make decisions
accordingly. The rankings provided
below are intended to serve this pur-
pose.

Park Locations

In response to the question of where
new parks and recreational facilities
should be located, the community
provided a variety of responses:

= On east side near South Gate and
Huntington Park

= Along Central Avenue in the north-
west portion of Florence-Firestone

- Linear Park along the Utility Right-
of-way

- East of the Metro Blue Line
- Small parks adjacent to schools

< Near places with high volume of
pedestrian/foot traffic

No particular location(s) emerged as
being the most popular.



Park Classifications and Facilities

Our stakeholder interviews revealed
that there is a range of opinions as
to whether smaller or larger parks are
needed in Florence-Firestone. While
some like the idea of pocket parks
scattered throughout the communi-
ty, others want larger parks with a full
range of amenities. However, nearly
all agreed that for safety/security
reasons, parks should be staffed and
well-lit, regardless of size. Based on
the aggregation of quantitative
data collected through the dot exer-
cise at all workshops, the ranking of
park classifications is as follows (with
1 being the most popular):

1. Community Park

2. Neighborhood Park
3. Park Node

4., Pocket Park

Also based on the aggregation of
quantitative data collected through
the dot exercise at all workshops, the
ranking of park facilities is as follows
(with 1 being the most needed):

1. Par Course Trall

2. Family Picnic Area

3. Walking/Jogging Path
4, Splash Pad

5. Public Restroom

6. Group Shade Structure

COMMUNITY INPUT PROCESS

7. Youth Softball Field

8. Informal Play Area

9. Volleyball Court

10. Skate Park

11. Children’s Play Equipment
12. Basketball Court

13. Soccer Field

14. Tennis Court

15. Information Kiosk

16. On site Parking

The community’s growing interest in
health and fitness is reflected in the
high rankings of par course trails and
walking/jogging paths. During work-
shops, some residents specifically
indicated that walking paths should
be improved with security lighting,
varied terrain, and visually pleasing
landscaping. Many residents also
desire more passive elements such
as family picnic areas and group
shade structures.

Sports Fields

While softball and soccer fields do
not rank high on this list, it is clear
from the sports group surveys that
additional athletic fields are need-
ed. Sports, especially soccer, are
very popular with both youth and
adults in Florence-Firestone. Existing
fields provide opportunities for both
informal play and organized sports.
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The surveys show that existing fields
are highly used: nearly 3,700 partici-
pants use the nine fields at Florence-
Firestone parks for baseball, football,
soccer, and softball. The fields are in
fair to poor condition because they
are used frequently and by many
participants. Not surprisingly, all of
the sports groups desire more and
better fields, and most have plans to
expand in the near future.

Recreation Programs

The community supports a wide va-
riety of recreation programs. Based
on the aggregation of quantitative
data collected through the dot ex-
ercise at workshops and the com-
munity questionnaires, the ranking of
adult and senior programs is as fol-
lows (with 1 being the most needed):

1. Exercise

2. Aquatics

3. Arts and Crafts

4, Community Events

5. Social Clubs

6. Field Trips
7. Dance
8. Sports

9. Cultural and Holiday Celebra-
tions

Based on the aggregation of quan-
titative data collected through the

Table 5.1: Summary of Florence-Firestone Sports Group Participation
Park Roosevelt Watkins Bethune Washington Total
Sport Fields | Participants | Fields | Participants | Fields | Participants | Fields | Participants | Fields | Participants
Baseball 2(L) 192 2(L) 450 0 200 0 0 4 842
Softball 1(L) 120 0 200 1(L) 60 0 0 2 380
Soccer 1 880 1(L) 900 0 300 0 50 3 2,130
1(0)

Football 0 0 0 300 0 0 0 30 0 330
TOTAL 1,192 1,850 560 80 3,682

(L) indicates lighted field

(O) indicates overlay field

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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dot exercise at workshops, the com-
munity questionnaires, and the youth
survey, the ranking of youth recre-
ation programs is as follows (with 1
being the most needed):

1. Sports
2. Camps
3. Dance

4. Cheerleading and Drill Team
5. Educational

6. Aquatics

7. Social Clubs

Trails

The community is overwhelmingly
supportive of additional places to
walk and exercise. The aggrega-
tion of quantitative data collected
through the dot exercise at work-
shops indicates that residents prefer
pathways over multi-use trails, but de-
sire both. Specifically, the community
wants:

= Rubberized surface walking/jog-
ging loop trails around industrial
centers, retail centers, and parks.

= Multi-purpose trails along railroad
easements and utility corridors.

- Safe paths of travel connecting

COMMUNITY INPUT PROCESS

key community destinations (e.g.
pavrks, libraries, shops).
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Introduction

This section analyzes the adequacy
of existing parkland in Florence-Fire-
stone. This adequacy is measured
in terms of both General Plan park
standards and service radii. Actual
and perceived barriers that hinder
the coverage and usage of parks
are also addressed. The section con-
cludes with an analysis of existing
parkland and facilities.

Parkland Deficits

Florence-Firestone faces significant
deficits in both local and regional
parkland. The deficits were calculat-
ed based on: 1) the existing amount
of parkland in the community; and 2)
the General Plan standards for local
and regional parks. These standards
are: four (4) acres of local parkland
per 1,000 residents of the population
in the County’s unincorporated areas
and six (6) acres of regional parkland
per 1,000 residents of the County’s to-

Site Gap Analysis

tal population.

As shown in Table 6.1 and Exhibit
6.1 below, Florence-Firestone had a
deficit of 245 acres of local parkland
and 343 acres of regional parkland in
2007. With the projected increase in
population, Florence-Firestone is ex-
pected to have a deficit of 288 acres
in local parkland and 408 acres in
regional parkland in the year 2013.
This calculation assumes that no new
parks will be created in Florence-Fire-
stone with the exception of the 0.63-

Table 6.1: Existing and Future Parkland (acres) Deficits in Florence-Firestone

Local Parkland Standard Regional Parkland Standard
4 acres / 1,000 population 6 acres / 1,000 population
Population Parkland Surplus (+)Deficit Population Parkland Surplus (+)Deficit
Acreage G Acreage -)
Year 2007
65,780 | 18 | -245 65,780 | 52 | -343
Year 2013
76,725 | 19 | -288 76,725 | 52 | -408
Local Parkland Deficit Regional Parkland Deficit
-10 -10 -
-50 2007 2013 -50 2007 2013
-90 -90
-130 -130
o -170 ¢ -170
] @
s -210 E -210 -
< 250 -250
-290 -290
-330 -330
-370 -370 -
-410 -410

Exhibit 6.1: Existing and Future Parkland (acres) Deficits in Florence-Firestone
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acre El Parque Nuestro pocket park
which opened in the summer of 2010.

Parkland Service Area
Analysis

The gap analysis is a means to show
the areas served by existing parks
and identify park deficient neighbor-
hoods in Florence-Firestone. Exhibit
6.2 illustrates the half-mile service radii
of neighborhood parks in Florence-
Firestone, while Exhibit 6.4 shows the
one-mile service radii of community
parks. It should be noted that al-
though Roosevelt Park and Watkins
Park are classified as “regional” parks
due to their size, they primarily serve
the needs of local residents. Thus
the service radii illustrated around
the two parks are for local (com-
munity) parks rather than regional
parks. Theoretically, the areas that
are within the service radii (shown in
white) are served by the parks, while
those outside of the service radii are
underserved or not served at all. As
shown in Exhibits 6.2 and 6.4, much of
Florence-Firestone is within the service
radii of its parks.

Current Parkland Site Gap
Analysis

While the service radius method
provides a quick and simple way to
identify park-deficit areas, it has limi-
tations. First, a service radius mea-
sures straight-line distances from the
park and are not based on the ac-
tual travel distance along streets to
the park. Similarly, this method does
not consider the availability of public
transportation to a park. Thisis impor-
tant considering that many residents
in Florence-Firestone are transit-de-
pendent. Finally, service radii are typ-
ically drawn without taking into con-
sideration the actual and perceived
barriers in the community.

Within Florence-Firestone, actual bar-
riers include: the Metro Blue Line and
other rail right-of-ways; utility corri-

SITE GAP ANALYSIS AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT

dors; the Alameda Corridor; and ma-
jor streets such as Florence Avenue,
Firestone Boulevard, Compton Ave-
nue, and Central Avenue which may
be difficult or dangerous for pedestri-
ans to cross due to the high volume
of traffic. Although not formally rec-
ognized or delineated, boundaries of
various gang territories are perceived
barriers that separate neighborhoods
and limit park usage by residents in
Florence-Firestone. Thus, while the
service radii maps shows that much
of Florence-Firestone is covered, they
are not accurate pictures of actual
park coverage and usage due to the
presence of real and perceived bar-
riers.

Exhibit 6.3 and Exhibit 6.5 illustrate
more realistic service radii of neigh-
borhood and community parks in
Florence-Firestone by taking into con-
sideration the presence of barriers.
As indicated in these maps, less of
Florence-Firestone is within the service
radii of parks (shown in white) when
the effects of barriers are factored in.

Because public safety is a major
concern in Florence-Firestone, it is
important to further consider and un-
derstand how it impacts communi-
ties and the use of parks. A recent
study found that children living in
unsafe neighborhoods or those char-
acterized by poor housing and the
presence of garbage and litter on
streets had an approximately 30 to
60% higher chance of being obese or
overweight than children living in bet-
ter conditions.*?

Safety shapes residents’ decisions
about where to live, work, go to
school, shop for groceries, play,
and whether to go for a walk in the
neighborhood or to a local park. In
one study, people who classified
their neighborhoods as “not safe at
all” were three times more likely to
be physically inactive during leisure
time than those who considered
their neighborhood to be “extremely
safe.”®  Another study also found
that walking habits vary according to
an individual’s perception of safety

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan

and physical surroundings.* Effec-
tive public safety measures, such as
community-based anti-crime and an-
ti-gang initiatives, can reduce fear of
crime and violence. Where possible,
such efforts should be targeted on
specific “hot spots” for crime and vio-
lence that impede access to parks,
playgrounds, and other recreational
facilities.

Analysis of Existing Park-
land and Facilities

Existing parks in Florence-Firestone
are very well-used. As discovered
through the community input pro-
cess, many residents think highly of
the parks and consider them to be
community assets. All of the parks are
heavily programmed with little to no
opportunity for additional amenities
to be provided.

The sports group surveys reveal that
athletic fields are well used by numer-
ous groups. Some fields may in fact
be overused, resulting in their poor
conditions. In particular, more than
half (57%) of sports groups using Roos-
evelt Park rated the field conditions
as poor. Staff at Ted Watkins Park
also rated its fields as poor. This is not
surprising consider the high numbers
of groups and participants using the
fields. Fields at Bethune and Wash-
ington Parks were determined by staff
to be in fair condition.

The lack of alternative providers of
recreational opportunities such as pri-
vate gyms and nonprofits further con-
tribute to the high demand and use
of County parks in Florence-Firestone.
As mentioned previously, economic
indicators suggest that Florence-Fire-
stone residents are much more likely
to rely on public parks for recreation;
many families have little or no mon-
ey to spend on recreational facilities
and programs offered by providers
such as private gyms and the YMCA.
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Introduction

Florence-Firestone faces significant
deficits in both local and regional
parkland.  Additional parkland is
needed to meet the growing and di-
verse needs of the community. This
section identifies and describes po-
tential parkland opportunities in Flor-
ence-Firestone.  Specifically, these
opportunities include vacant land,
joint use projects on school sites, and
multi-benefit projects along utility cor-
ridors and railroad right-of-ways.

Vacant Land

DPR conducted a detailed assess-
ment of vacant land in Florence-
Firestone using its Geographic Infor-
mation System (GIS). This analysis
revealed that there are a variety of
properties which may be acquired
and developed into parks and recre-
ational facilities, including properties
owned by the County of Los Angeles
or other public agencies, tax-default-
ed properties, and privately-owned
parcels which are vacant or underuti-
lized. (DPR has mapped all of these
properties; however, due to privacy
concerns, this map will not be made

Table 7.1: Potential Parkland Op-
portunities

Park Type Required | Number
Acreage of

Vacant

Parcels
Community 10-20 0
Neighborhood 3-10 0
Pocket Park 0.25-3 26
Park Node <0.25 33

available to the public.) All of these
properties total 20 acres, with over
half of the parcels being less than a
quarter of an acre in size (see Table
7.1). Given the small size of available
properties, it is clear that the acqui-
sition and merger of multiple parcels
would be necessary to create a com-

South Park

Parkland Opportunities

munity or neighborhood park.

Joint Use Projects on
School Sites

Increasing access to recreational
facilities that already exist at schools
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is one of the most promising ways to school facilities are often locked and
provide more opportunities for physi- inaccessible to residents who might
cal activity into neighborhoods. After otherwise use them on weekday eve-
all, even the most poorly designed nings and weekends. Understand-
and underserved neighborhoods ably, school districts lock their facilities
have schools. At a time of budget because they lack the capacity and
cuts and shortfalls, maximizing access funds to run programs, and they may
to existing facilities—rather than fo- have concerns about additional le-
cusing on constructing new ones—is gal or maintenance costs that might
the most efficient and economical arise from using school property be-
use of public resources. yond regular school hours.

Schools offer recreational amenities Joint use agreements offer a way for
which may be made available to the school districts to open their facilities
public during non-school hours. Inad- for community use. A joint use agree-
dition, asphalt lots on school grounds ment refers to a written agreement
may be converted to new, attractive between a school district and one
playgrounds and grass fields open or more public or private entities set-
to the community. However, many ting forth the terms and conditions for
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sharing the use of the district’s facili-
ties. Such an agreement can provide
community access to school property
by allowing the district to share with
another agency the costs and risks
associated with opening the property
for after-hours use.

Florence-Firestone is served by the
Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) which operates seven el-
ementary schools and two middle
schools in the community. Also, two
new elementary schools and a new
high school are currently under con-
struction. LAUSD school properties
total approximately 62 acres, with
about 40% (25 acres) of that devot-
ed to recreational amenities such as
hard courts, playgrounds, and ball
fields. If recreational amenities at all
schools were open for community use
during non-school hours, Florence-
Firestone would be very well-covered
from a service-radii perspective. This
is illustrated in Exhibits 7.1 and 7.2
which show the service radii around
middle/elementary schools and the
high school (under construction); ar-
eas that are within the service radii
are shown in white. (A half-mile ser-
vice radii is assumed for middle and
elementary schools because they
could function as neighborhood
parks. A one-mile radius is assumed
for the high school because it could
function as a community park.)

Multi-Benefit Projects

Multi-benefit parks and open spaces
are created through collaborative
efforts among entities such as city,
county, state, and federal agencies,
private organizations, private land-
owners, and industries. These parks
are characterized as having more
than one function and contributing
to multiple program goals. There are
a number of applications of multi-
benefit parks including utility corridors
and railroad right-of-ways which can
serve as areas for active or passive
recreation in addition to their primary
functions.



There are utility corridors and railroad
right-of-ways in Florence-Firestone
which have the potential to be used
for recreational purposes. Specifical-
ly, during the community input pro-
cess, many residents supported the
idea of developing multi-purpose
trails along utility corridors.

Utility Corridor

Utility corridors are linear strips of land
used for the present or future loca-
tion of utility lines within its boundar-
ies. These corridors are owned and
maintained by utility providers which
include public agencies and private
corporations that offer water, elec-
tricity, gas, flood control, and other
utility services.

Florence-Firestone is home to a ma-
jor electricity transmission corridor
that cuts across the community (as
shown in Exhibit 7.3). This corridor is
owned by the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power (LADWP)
and runs in an east-west direction
along parts of 92nd Street, touching
Washington Park, and then north-
south along Success Avenue lead-
ing to Ted Watkins Parks. The linear
nature of this corridor makes it a suit-
able location for an urban trail which
may meet both the community’s
recreation and alternative mobility/
transportation needs. The County
will work with LADWP to determine
whether portions of this 27-acre cor-
ridor may be used for park and trail
purposes.

Railroad Right-of-Ways

One of the defining characteristics of
Florence-Firestone is the rail right-of-
ways which run across the commu-
nity in a north-south fashion, and ac-
commodate the Metro Blue Line as
well as freight trains. It is unclear at
this time whether these right-of-ways
could be used for recreational pur-
poses such as trails. Further research
will be necessary to determine the

PARKLAND OPPORTUNITIES

feasibility and practicality of devel-
oping rail-trail or rail-with-trail projects
(as explained below) in Florence-
Firestone.

Many are familiar with the concept
of rail-trails—multi-use trails devel-
oped on former railroad corridors.
With the increasing popularity of rail-
trails across the country, communities
are looking for other innovative ways
of securing land for safe, popular
and effective trail development. An
emerging answer is the rail-with-trail.
Rails-with-trails are trails adjacent to
or within an active railroad corridor.
The rails-with-trails concept provides
more opportunities for the creation
of trail systems that enhance local

South Park!
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transportation systems, offering safe,
attractive community connections.

Rails-with-trails can also offer a solu-
tion to rail companies and local gov-
ernments concerned about safety
risks posed by those who illegally
cross rail lines. By providing a safe
alternative for cyclists and pedes-
trians, often with fencing between
the pathway and the railway, rails-
with-trails can eliminate the previ-
ous incentive to use the tracks as a
shortcut. In addition, rails-with-trails
enhance local transportation net-
works by providing non-motorized lo-
cal connections that are sometimes
preferable to on-road bike lanes or
sidewalks located on congested,
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dangerous roadways.

Safety is probably the biggest con-
cern when considering a rail-with-trail
project. Both railroads and potential
trail managers may be apprehensive
about placing a pubilic trail close to
an active railroad track, fearing an
increase risk of accidents along the
corridor. However, many successful
rail-trails across the country stand as a
testament to the ability of trains and
trails to coexist.

Summary

There are limited ways to increase the
amount of parkland in an urbanized
community like Florence-Firestone.
Nevertheless, our analysis shows that
there are some opportunities for the
development of new parks and trails,
including vacant land, joint use proj-
ects on school sites, and utility corri-
dors and railroad right-of-ways. Table
7.2 below summarizes the potential
acreages that could be added to
Florence-Firestone’s inventory of park-
land should all of the vacant land,
school properties, and utility corridor
be developed or used for recreation
purposes. Exhibit 7.4 graphically dis-
plays potential land and easement
acquisition opportunities and goals.

Table 7.2: Potential Additions to
Parkland Inventory in Florence-Fire-

stone

Land Type Acres
Vacant Land 20
School Sites* 25
Utility Corridor 27
Total 72

*Total equals 40% of total school site
acerage - the approximate area
dedicated to recreational ameni-
ties (e.g. hard courts, playgrounds,
ball fields).

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Goals, Policies, and

Implementation Actions

Introduction

The section contains the goals, poli-
cies, and implementation actions
crafted to address the identified park
and recreation needs and issues in
Florence-Firestone.

Goals, Policies, and Imple-
mentation Actions

Acquisition and Development of
Additional Parkland

Florence-Firestone faces significant
deficits in both local and regional
parkland. With the projected in-
crease in population, the community
is expected to have a deficit of 288
acres in local parkland and 408 acres
in regional parkland in the year 2013.
Additional parks and recreational fa-
cilities are needed to meet the grow-
ing and diverse needs of the commu-
nity.

GOAL1

Acquisition and development of ad-
ditional parkland in Florence-Fires-
tone.

- Policy 1.1: Acquire and develop
additional local and regional
parkland to meet the following
County standards: four (4) acres of
local parkland per 1,000 residents
in the unincorporated areas and
six (6) acres of regional parkland
per 1,000 residents of the County’s
total population.

- Policy 1.2: Collaborate with other
public, non-profit, and private or-
ganizations to acquire land for
parks.

- Policy 1.3: Pursue a variety of op-
portunities to secure property for
parks and recreational facilities,
including purchase, grant fund-
ing, private donation, easements,
surplus public lands for park use,
and dedication of private land as
part of the development review
process.

Policy 1.4: Ensure a balance of
passive and recreational activities
in the development of new park
facilities.

Policy 1.5: Develop public-private
partnerships for the development
of new parks.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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- Policy 1.6: Site new parks near
schools or locations with high pe-
destrian traffic and visibility.

Implementation Action 1.1

Determine land acquisition priorities
(based on opportunities identified on
Exhibit 7.4), identify funding options
for acquisitions, and prepare a five-
year implementation plan for land
acquisition.

Implementation Action 1.2

Pursue opportunities to develop multi-
benefit parks and trails in areas such
as power-line alignments and trans-
portation rights-of-way.

Implementation Action 1.3

For safety reasons, prioritize those sites
that are near schools or adjacent to
locations with high pedestrian traffic

and visibility.
Implementation Action 1.4

Coordinate with community groups,
partner agencies, and other organi-
zations on land acquisition projects.

Enhanced Collaboration

Traditionally, park and recreation
agencies have addressed the short-
age of parks by only trying to increase
the number and acreage of parks in
underserved areas. This approach
focuses exclusively on the develop-
ment of new parks, requires substan-
tial financial and land resources, and
assumes the government is the only
supplier of recreational opportunities.
Given budget and land constraints,
this traditional approach is no longer
appropriate or feasible.

Enhanced collaboration refers to the
idea of providing more and improved
park and recreation services through
multiple-use faciliies and partner-
ships with other public, non-profit,
and private organizations. DPR must
work with other agencies to leverage
financial, land, and other resources
to meet the growing and diverse rec-
reation needs of Florence-Firestone
residents.

GOAL?2

Enhanced collaboration to leverage
resources.

- Policy 2.1: Establish new revenue

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan

generating mechanisms to lever-
age County resources to enhance
existing recreational facilities and
programs.

- Policy 2.2: Collaborate with
schools, libraries, non-profit, pri-
vate, and other public organiza-
tions to leverage capital and op-
erational resources.

- Policy 2.3: Support the use of
school and library facilities for
County-sponsored and commu-
nity-sponsored recreational pro-
grams and activities.

= Policy 2.4: Support the develop-
ment of multi-benefit parks and
open spaces through collabora-
tive efforts among entities such as
cities, County, state, and federal
agencies, private groups, schools,
private landowners, and other or-
ganizations.

- Policy 2.5: Foster partnerships with
other public agencies, private
entities, and community groups
to create a safer environment in
County parks.

Implementation Action 2.1

Pursue a variety of initiatives to gen-
erate additional revenues for parks
and recreation including: expanding
the Adopt-a-Park program, soliciting
donations and sponsorships, applying
for grants, and holding more fundrais-
ing activities and events.




Implementation Action 2.2

Work with public, private, and non-
profit partners to identify and pursue
specific opportunities for collabora-
tive parks and recreation projects
such as a cultural arts center as re-
guested by many residents.

Implementation Action 2.3

Expand recreation services by pur-
suing joint-use options for facilities
and program/event venues. For ex-
ample, DPR can enter into joint-use
agreements with the Los Angeles
Unified School District to provide for
the use of schools for County-spon-
sored and community-sponsored
recreational programs and activities.

Implementation Action 2.4

Work with private developers to pro-
vide public spaces and recreational
amenities as part of large commer-
cial or retail projects.

Implementation Action 2.5

Integrate a range of cultural arts
programs into existing activities, and
partner with multicultural vendors
and organizations.

Implementation Action 2.6

Participate in joint powers authorities
(JPAs) to develop multi-benefit parks
as well as regional recreational facili-
ties.

GOALS, POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS

Implementation Action 2.7

Increase communication and part-
nerships with the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department and neighbor-
hood watch groups to improve safe-
ty in parks.

Enhanced Recreation Opportuni-
ties

Existing parks in Florence-Firestone
offer a variety of active and passive
recreation opportunities. These parks
are very well-used and require ongo-
ing maintenance and improvement
to ensure that community needs are
met. The community has a growing
interest in health and fitness, and is
very supportive of existing par course
trails and walking/jogging paths at
the parks. Many residents also de-
sire more passive elements such as
family picnic areas and group shade
structures. Additional athletic fields
are needed as well. The sports group
surveys reveal that existing fields are
used year-round and overused in
some instances, resulting in the poor
condition of some fields.

GOAL3

Enhanced active and passive recre-
ation opportunities in Florence-Fires-
tone.

- Policy 3.1: Provide opportunities
for public participation and input
in designing and planning parks

- e i
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and recreation programs.

Policy 3.2: Provide additional ac-
tive and passive recreation op-
portunities based on community
setting, and recreational needs
and preferences as summarized
in Section 5 (Needs Assessment /
Community Input Process).

Policy 3.3: Consider emerging
trends in parks and recreation
when planning for new parks and
recreation programs.

Policy 3.4: Develop joint-use
agreements with other public
and non-profit agencies to ex-
pand recreation services.

Policy 3.5: Build on existing recre-
ation programs to increase DPR’s
capacity and efficiency.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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= Policy 3.6: Ensure that County
parks are clean, safe, inviting, us-
able and accessible.

= Policy 3.7: Improve existing parks
with needed amenities and ad-
dress deficiencies identified
through the community input pro-
cess.

= Policy 3.8: Ensure adequate staff-
ing, funding, and other resources
to maintain satisfactory service
levels at all County parks and rec-
reational facilities.

= Policy 3.9: Extend park hours to
provide additional time and op-
portunities for recreation.

= Policy 3.10: Address the need for
additional fields in the community.

Implementation Action 3.1

Negotiate and enter into written
joint-use agreements with other
public agencies including (but not
limited to): school districts, water dis-
tricts, flood control districts, and util-
ity providers. For example, DPR and
the Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict (LAUSD) can enter into joint-use
agreements to provide for the use of
schools for County-sponsored and
community-sponsored recreational
programs and activities.

Implementation Action 3.2

Promote the park volunteer program,
and actively recruit more youth and
seniors to conduct recreation pro-
grams and services.

Implementation Action 3.3

Carry out repairs and improvements
to existing parks based on input re-
ceived through the community input
process. Access-related improve-
ments, including upgrades to comply
with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), are a priority. All repairs
and improvements will be performed
in a way that minimizes interruption of
recreation programs and services.

Implementation Action 3.4

Enter into partnerships with non-profit
and other organizations to provide
programming and staffing at new
pocket parks.

Implementation Action 3.5

Extend park hours and increase staff-
ing at County parks based on the
availability of funding.

Implementation Action 3.6

Install additional security lighting and
surveillance cameras at County parks
to improve safety and usability in the
evenings.

Implementation Action 3.7

Study the possibility of replacing natu-
ral grass fields with artificial turf as a
means to lower maintenance costs,
increase playing time, and provide
all-weather playability.

Trails

Florence-Firestone currently does
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not have any County-designated
trails. However, the community is
overwhelmingly supportive of addi-
tional places to walk and exercise.
Residents desire both pathways and
multi-use trails. Specifically, the com-
munity wants: rubberized surface
walking/jogging loop trails around
industrial centers, retail centers, and
parks; multi-purpose trails along ease-
ments and utility corridors; and safe
paths of travel connecting key com-
munity destinations (e.g. parks, librar-
ies, shops).

GOAL 4

Improved accessibility and connec-
tivity to a comprehensive urban trail
system.

= Policy 4.1: Create new urban trails
where opportunities exist, includ-
ing utility and rail right-of-ways.

= Policy 4.2: Maintain and design ur-
ban trails in ways that minimize cir-
culation conflicts among trail users
to insure safe circulation flow.

= Policy 4.3: Collaborate with other
public, non-profit, and private or-
ganizations in the development of
a comprehensive urban trail sys-
tem.

= Policy 4.4: Support street, sidewalk
and intersection improvements
that will enhance safety for and
encourage residents to walk or
bicycle to community destina-
tions including (but not limited to)

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan



schools, parks, and libraries.
Implementation Action 4.1

Coordinate with city, regional, state,
federal, and other agencies to iden-
tify opportunities and close gaps for
urban trail linkages. For example,
DPR should participate in the devel-
opment of the Randolph Greenway
Master Plan, a collaborative effort
being coordinated by the Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy (RMC).

Implementation Action 4.2

Work with utility providers and rail-
road companies to develop multi-
purpose trails along utility corridors
and railroad easements.

Implementation Action 4.3

Provide input to the Department of
Public Works regarding potential
street, sidewalk and intersection im-
provements that will enhance safety
for and encourage residents to walk
or bicycle to community destinations
including (but not limited to) schoaols,
parks, and libraries.

Sustainability

One of the challenges the County
facesis: how can it design and man-
age County parks to be more sustain-
able? Sustainable design and man-
agement are necessary to promote
responsible environmental practices,
enhance social benefits, and reduce
the cost of ownership and manage-
ment.

GOALS, POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS

Any park project, no matter how
large or how small, must be consid-
ered within its surrounding context.
Landscapes need to be treated as
interdependent and interconnect-
ed spaces that share systems of sail,
topography, vegetation, and wa-
ter. By understanding these larger
patterns and employing a compre-
hensive approach, parks can be
designed in a way that helps repair
and restore ecosystems rather than
detract from them. Designing a
park to take advantage of natural
processes is another way to achieve
sustainability. It is possible to create
beautiful and functional places at
the same time. Utilities such as storm
water drainage can be considered
an asset rather than a liability. Fund-
ing is the main challenge facing the
design and implementation of sus-
tainable strategies. Park operation
and maintenance budgets continu-
ally face cuts, while DPR is forced to
do more with less. However, sustain-
able design and management prac-
tices will help reduce operation and
maintenance costs in the long run.

GOAL5

A sustainable parks and recreation
system in Florence-Firestone.

= Policy 5.1: Reduce the use of po-
table water at existing parks for
landscape irrigation use and tran-
sition to recycled water where it is
available.
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Policy 5.2: Reduce the use of en-
ergy at existing parks and tran-
sition to alternative sources of
energy such as wind and solar
sources.

Policy 5.3: Prolong the life of ex-
isting buildings and facilities on
County park properties through
preventative maintenance pro-
grams and procedures.

Policy 5.4: Ensure all new build-
ings on County park properties
meet the goals of environmental
sustainability, carbon footprint re-
duction, water conservation, and
energy conservation.

Policy 5.5: Ensure the routine
- Erir
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maintenance and operations of
County parks and recreational fa-
cilities are carried out in a manner
that optimizes water and energy
conservation.

Implementation Action 5.1

Implement the County’s Energy and
Environmental Policy at County parks,
including the following programs:

- Energy and Water Efficiency Pro-
gram: This program seeks to fur-
ther reduce energy and water
consumption at County parks by
establishing specific reduction tar-
gets and a formal reporting pro-
cess to measure DPR’s progress
towards these targets. Recom-
mended initiatives include imple-
mentation of conservation moni-
toring practices, and energy and
water efficiency projects in exist-
ing County parks.

= Environmental Stewardship Pro-
gram: This program aims to reduce
DPR’s environmental footprint in-
cluding, among other impacts, air
pollutants produced through di-
rect and indirect DPR operations.
Also, DPR will increase the use of
environmentally friendly products,
and expand its recycling, com-
posting, and mulching programs.

= Sustainable Design Program: This
program provides for the integra-
tion of sustainable, green building
technologies into the designs of

park improvement and refurbish-
ment projects. The program seeks
to extend the life cycle or useful
life of buildings on County parks
and maximize energy and water
use efficiency.

Implementation Action 5.2

Develop new buildings on County
park properties in conformance with
the County’s Green Building Ordi-
nances.

Implementation Action 5.3

Establish and implement guidelines
for the operation, design, and de-
velopment of existing and new park
facilities that will meet the needs of
communities while minimizing impact
on the natural environment. The
guidelines will address a variety of is-
sues including but not limited to the
following:

= Systems design which promotes
efficient use of water and energy.

= Landscape design which uses
drought tolerant plants and native
plants where appropriate.

= Use of construction material with
recycled content.

= Reduce generation of waste dur-
ing construction and occupancy.

= Use of construction material with
reduced or no release of harmful
gases.

= Building design and operation

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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which promote indoor air quality
and users’ comfort level and pro-
ductivity.

- |Installation of efficient plumbing
fixtures to reduce potable wa-
ter use and lower production of
waste water.

= Purchase of sustainable clean-
ing material and building mainte-
nance products.

Implementation Action 5.4

Pursue Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED) certification
(or other equivalent energy certified
ratings) for all new buildings of 5,000
square feet or more on County park
properties. DPR will also pursue LEED-
EB (Existing Buildings) certification
for certain existing buildings on park
properties by addressing whole-build-
ing cleaning and maintenance issues
(including chemical use), recycling
programs, exterior maintenance pro-
grams, and systems upgrades.

Implementation Action 5.5

Work with the Department of Public
Works and water purveyors in con-
necting County parks to recycled
water lines where available. Partici-
pate in meetings and discussions on
the expansion of service areas for re-
cycled water.




Protection of Historical and
Educational Resources on County
Park Properties

County parks in Florence-Firestone
contain important historical and
educational resources that must
be protected. Threats to these re-
sources include both intentional and
unintentional acts such as deferred
maintenance, renovation or im-
provements that significantly alter or
damage the resource, acts of van-
dalism and theft, or overuse by park
users.

Historic resources on County park
properties include buildings, collec-
tions, landscapes, bridges, and other
physical features. The maintenance,
repair, rehabilitation, restoration, or
reconstruction of historical resources
are carried out in a manner consis-
tent with the most current Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitat-
ing, Restoring, and Reconstructing
Historic Buildings.

Education resources include facilities
for educational purposes, including
a variety of classes and after-school
programs. Integrate a range of cul-
tural arts programs into existing ac-
tivities, and partner with multicultural
vendors and organizations.
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GOAL6

Protection of historical and edu-
cational resources on County park
properties in Florence-Firestone.

- Policy 6.1: Preserve all historic
resources on County park prop-
erties, including buildings, col-
lections, landscapes, and other
physical features.

- Policy 6.2: Expand the collection
of historical resources under DPR’s
jurisdiction where appropriate.

- Policy 6.3: Preserve and develop
facilities that serve as educational
resources that improve commu-
nity understanding of and appre-
ciation for natural areas including
watersheds.

- Policy 6.4: Promote the use of
County parks and recreational
facilities for educational purpos-
es, including a variety of classes
and after-school programs.

Implementation Action 6.1

Compile an inventory of histori-
cal resources at all County parks in
Florence-Firestone, including facili-
ties that are listed or eligible to be in-
cluded on the State and/or National
Register of Historic Places.

Implementation Action 6.2

Ensure maintenance, repair, rehabili-
tation, restoration, or reconstruction
of historical resources in County parks

are carried out in a manner consis-
tent with the most current Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitat-
ing, Restoring, and Reconstructing
Historic Buildings.

Implementation Action 6.3

Solicit and accept additional dona-
tions of properties, collections, and
related materials of historic value to
be made available for public edu-
cation and benefit.

Implementation Action 6.4

Collaborate with other County de-
partments and outside agencies to
appropriately preserve historical re-
sources through mutual learning and
exchange of information.

Implementation Action 6.5

Improve and enhance educational,
informational, and regulatory sig-
nage at County parks and recre-
ational facilities as appropriate.

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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1 These deficits are determined based on the following Los Angeles County General Plan standards
for the provision of parkland: four (4) acres of local parkland per 1,000 residents of the population in the
County’s unincorporated areas and six (6) acres of regional parkland per 1,000 residents of the County’s
total population.

2 Trust for Public Land. (2004, November). No place to play: a comparative analysis of park access in
seven major cities, p.4.

3 Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (2007, October). Preventing childhood obesity: the
need to create healthy places, p.5.

4 Ibid, p.8.

5 County of Los Angeles. (2007).”Florence-Firestone and Walnut Park Communities Rich in History.”
Florence-Firestone and Walnut Park Connection Community Resources Guide 2007, pp. 50-60.

6 Nicolaides, B (2002). My Blue Heaven: Life and Politics in the Working-Class Suburbs of Los Angeles,
1920-1965, p. 114. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

7 “Goodyear Rubber Company to Build a Great Factory at Ascot Park.” (1919, June 24). Historical News-
paper Los Angeles Times (1991-1986).

8 Ibid, p.24.
9 Wikipedia. “South Los Angeles.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South Los Angeles
10 Wikipedia. “South Los Angeles.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South Los Angeles

11 Chang, E. & Diaz-Veizades, J. (1999). Ethnic Peace in the American City: building community in Los
Angeles and beyond, p. 17. New York: NYU Press.

12 Singh, G. K., Siahpush, M., Kogan, M. D. (2010). Neighborhood socioeconomic conditions, built environ-
ments, and childhood obesity. Health Affairs, 29(3), 503-512.

13 Vest, J., Valadez, A. (2005). Perceptions of neighborhood characteristics and leisure-time physical
inactivity— Austin/Travis County, Texas. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 54(37), 926-928.

14 Loukaitou-Sideris, A. (2006). Is it safe to walk?: Neighborhood safety and security considerations and
their effects on walking. Journal of Planning Literature, 20(3), 219-32.

PHOTO CREDITS

1 Ted Watkins Park Flagpole, p.52. Los Angeles County Arts Commission, by Patrick McElhenney
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Community Questionnaire

FLORENCGCE-FIRESTONIE Community Parks and Recreation Plan COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE

As a member of the Florence-Firestone community, you play an important role in helping to provide input for the development of the County’s Community
Parks and Recreation Plan. This Plan will identify long term planning for programs, renovating and expanding existing park facilities and creating new park
facilities. You are being asked to respond to the following questions related to the Community Parks and Recreation Plan study. If some of the questions
do not directly relate to your particular role in the community, your opinion or insight would be appreciated. Results will be tabulated without specific
reference to individuals. This will provide a broad picture and serve as an important source of information in the development of the Community Parks and
Recreation Plan.

1. Doyou live in Florence-Firestone?  YESO NOQ

2. What is your age group?

5-14 years O 31-50 years O
15-19 years @) 51-65 years O
20-30 years @) 66 and older O

3. How often do you use parks in Florence Firestone?

Daily @) At least once a month O

At least once a week ©) A couple of times a year O

Never O If never, why?

4.  What park facilities do you use?

Roosevelt Park ©) Col Leon Washington Park O

Ted Watkins Park ©) Mary M. Bethune Park O

5. What activities do you participate in at those facilities?

Youth Sports ©) Music and Dance Activities O

Adult Sports ©) Art and Culture Activities O

Educational Classes ©) Social Clubs (@)

Seniors Activities o) Passive leisure O

6. What activities and/or facilities do you feel are needed in Florence Firestone?

Senior Citizens activities ©) Tutoring or Homework assistance O

Arts and Cultural activities o Information about County Services o

After school and extended day care o) Educational Classes for Children 'e)
and Adults

Adult Sports o Tiny Tots ©

Youth Sports O Walking paths/bicycle o

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Community Questionnaire

FLORENCE-FIRESTONIE Community Parks and Recreation Plan COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE

7. Which of these recreation activities/programs is most important for the Florence-Firestone community, 1 being highest
priority and 10 being lowest.

Senior Citizens activities
Arts and Cultural activities
After school and extended day care
Adult Sports
Youth Sports
Tutoring or Homework assistance
Information about County Services
Educational Classes for Children
Educational Classes for Adults

Walking paths/bicycle
8. What are the top three issues concerning parks and recreation in Florence Firestone?
1
2.
3.

9. Do you participate in programs offered in other communities? YESO NO QO

If yes, which communities? If yes, which programs?

City of Los Angeles O Adult Sports O
City of Compton O Youth Sports O
City of Lynwood O Senior Activities O
City of Huntington Park O Educational Classes O
City of South Gate O Art and Culture Activities O

Music and Dance Activities O

Other Non Profits (YMCA, Boys (@)

and Girls clubs, AYSO)

10. List any issues of special concern or particular importance that you may have or feel need to be addressed in the
Community Parks and Recreation Plan.

Drop off completed surveys at the following locations:

Franklin D. Roosevelt Park, 7600 Graham Ave. Los Angeles CA 90001
Colonel Leon Washington Park. 8908 S. Maie Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90002

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Community Questionnaire

FLORENCIE-FIRESTONIE Plan de la Comunidad de Parques y Recreacion CUESTIONARIO DE LA COMUNIDAD

Como miembro de la comunidad de Florence-Firestone, usted tiene un papel importante en ayudar con el desarrollo de un plan de pargues y recreacion en
la comunidad. Este plan identificara la planificacion a largo plazo para programas, renovacion y extencion de parques existentes y disefio de nuevos
parques. Favor de responder a las siguintes preguntas relacionadas con el Plan de Parques y Recreacion de la Comunidad de Florence-Firestone. Aun
si algunas preguntas no lo afectan directamente, su opinién sera apreciada. Los resultados seran tabulados sin referencia individual. Esto va a asistir
como recurso importante de informacion en el desarrollo del Plan de la Comunidad de Parques y Recreacion.

1. ¢Su domicilio esta en lacomunidad de Florence-Firestone? sitdnod

2. ¢En Cual grupo se identifica?

5 a 14 afios O 31 a50 afos @]
15a19 afios O 51 a 65 afios O
20 a 30 afios @] Mas de 66 afos

3. ¢Cuanto tiempo frequenta los parques en la area de Florence Firestone?

Diario o Una vez al mes O
Una vez por semana @) Dos veces por afio O
Nunca ©) Sin nunca, porque?

4. De los parques siguintes cuales usted utiliza?

Roosevelt O Col Leon Washington O
Ted Watkins O Mary M. Bethune

(@)

5. Enqué actividades usted participa en esos parques?

Deportes de Nifios O Actividades de Musica y Baile O
Deportes de Adultos O Actividades de Arte y Cultura O
Classes Educativas O Clubs Sociales O
Actividades para personas de Tercera Edad O Pasatiempos Pasivos o
6. Qué actividades o instalaciones cree usted que necesita Florence Firestone?
Actividades para personas de Tercera e Assistencia para tarea de la e
Edad escuela y tutores
Actividades de Arte y Cultura e) Informacion sobre servicios del e)
Condado
Actividades despues de escuelay o) Claseses educativas para Adultos 'e)
extender horas de cuidado y Niflos
(Tiny Tots)
e) O

Deportes de Nifios

Caminos de caminar y bicicletas

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Community Questionnaire

FLORENCE-FIRESTONIE Plan de la Comunidad de Parques y Recreacion CUESTIONARIO DE LA COMUNIDAD

7. Cuales de las siguientes actividades o programas de recreacion son mas importantes para la
comunidad de Florence Firestone, considerando el numero uno (1) como alta preoridad y el numero
diez (10) de baja preoridad.

Actividades para persosas de tercera edad

Actividades de arte y cultura

Clases despues de escuela y extender horas de cuidado
Deportes de Adultos

Deportes de Nifios

Asistencia para la tarea de la escuela y tutores
Informacion sobre los servicios del Condado

Clases educativas para adultos

Clases educativas para nifios

Caminos de caminar /bicicletas

8. Cuales son los tres asuntos mas importantes en los parques de Florence Firestone?
1
2.
3.

9. Usted participa en programas ofrecidos en otras comunidades? SIQd NO QO

Si si, que comunidades? Si si, cudles programas?
Ciudad de Los Angeles (@) Deportes de Adultos (@)
Ciudad de Compton (@) Deportes de Nifios (@)
Ciudad de Lynwood O Actividades para personas de Tercera O
Edad
Ciudad de Huntington Park e) Clases educativas para Nifios o Adultos O
Ciudad de South Gate e} Actividades de Arte y Cultura O
Actividades de Musica y Baile O
Otras asociaciones (YMCA, Boys and O

Girls clubs, AYSO)

10. Haga lista de problemas o cosas que merecen consideracion especial que usted siente que
necesesitan atencién en el Plan de Parques y Recreacion.

Favor de entregar su cuestionario completo a uno de los siguinte locales:

Franklin d. Roosevelt Park, 7600 Graham Ave. Los Angeles CA 90001
Colonel Leon Washington Park. 8908 S. Maie Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90002

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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Stakeholder Interview List

Stakeholder Interview List

10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Mary Anderson, Carolyn Kobayashi, Angel Nicolas, Lauren Talbott — Los
Angeles County Libraries

Ana Lasso - Los Angeles Unified School District

Charlotte Perkins — Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recre-
ation

Fr. Jesus Vela - St. Lawrence Catholic Church

Dino Smiley - Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation
Gloria Medina - Florence-Firestone Chamber Coordinator

Lt. John Babbitt — Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
Nicole Vick - Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
Giles Coons - Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
Laurent Hernandez — Parmelee Elementary School

Susan Ahern - Lillian Street School

Armando Zarate - St. Malachy Church

Gregg Esser — Los Angeles County Arts Commission

Glen Dake - Los Angeles Community Garden Council

Alina Bokde - Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust

Abu Yusuf — Los Angeles County Department of Public Works

Florence-Firestone Community Parks and Recreation Plan
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