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Introductions
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Who Is In The Audience Today?
Are You (let us know all that apply):
A. A local resident
B. A community or environmental group 

representative
C. An oil industry representative
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How Far Is The Closest Oil Well 
to Where You Live?
A. 1,000 feet or less
B. About half a mile away
C. A mile or more away
D. I know there is one near by.  I’m not sure where.
E. I don’t know where the closest oil well is.



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELESOIL WELL ORDINANCE

LA County Board of Supervisors 
Motion March 29, 2016

1. Direct Regional Planning, Public Health, Fire 
Department, and Public Works to study all 
oil and gas wells in unincorporated LA County

http://planning.lacounty.gov/oilwell/documents
http://planning.lacounty.gov/oilwell/documents
http://planning.lacounty.gov/oilwell/documents
http://planning.lacounty.gov/oilwell/documents
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LA County Board of Supervisors 
Motion March 29, 2016

2. Update County regulations for new and existing 
oil and gas wells:
• Require a Conditional Use Permit for all new and 

existing oil and gas wells 
• Regional Planning
• County Code Title 22

• Modernize environmental protection regulations
• Regional Planning, Public Health, Public Works, and Fire
• County Code Titles 11, 12, 13, 22, 32, etc…
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Name A Couple of Products 
Made With Oil
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Oil and Oil Products

Source: https://www.dailynews.com/2017/09/11/california-oil-refineries/
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Oil Well Process

May include additional periods of drilling for maintenance or stimulation

*

*



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELESOIL WELL ORDINANCE

Oil in LA County

Source: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/wellfinder, https://aoghs.org/petroleum-pioneers/first-california-oil-well/

Val Verde

Pico Well No. 4
Drilled September 26, 1876
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Oil in LA County

(circa 1920s)Source: http://www.ocarchives.com
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Oil in LA County

Source: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/wellfinder

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/wellfinder
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Oil in LA County

In 2015, oil in LA County was: 
• $40 billion dollar industry 
• 3.6% of the total economy
Source: Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation

1957-2004
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Oil in California

Source: Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation
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Are You Familiar With How 
Oil Wells Are Regulated?
A. Not very familiar
B. Somewhat familiar
C. Very familiar
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Regulations in California

Source: Sentinel Peak Resources
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State Regulations: DOGGR

• Regulates drilling operations and 
closure of oil wells
*Does not regulate time of operations 
or location of wells*

• Regulations added in 2018
• January 2018 – Idle Well Program
• July 2018 – Office of Enforcement
• October 2018 – New regulations for pipelines 

and underground gas storage
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State and Regional Regulations

• Air quality
• Groundwater/underground aquifers
• Spill prevention and response
• Worker safety
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County Regulations

• Time, place, manner
• Noise
• Hours of Operation
• Setbacks
• Odor
• Materials

• Can regulate aboveground activities where not 
pre-empted by state and regional agencies



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELESOIL WELL ORDINANCE

LA County Board of Supervisors 
Motion March 29, 2016
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County Regulations: Regional Planning

• Title 22:  Planning and Zoning
• Regulations for land use
• Development standards

• Per BOS direction, require a Conditional Use Permit 
for oil wells in all zones and update development 
standards
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County Regulations: Regional Planning

• Requirements for oil wells in today’s Zoning Code:
• Ministerial Site Plan Review: Zones A-2, M-1, M-1.5, M-2  
• Conditional Use Permit: Zones R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-A, A-1, C-H, C-1, 

C-2, C-3, C-M, C-R, C-RU, M-2.5, R-R, O-S, and W

• Most permits only have 14 development standards 
from 1978, including:

• Setbacks for oil wells from buildings (300 feet) and streets (20 feet)
• Removal of equipment within 90 days after drilling ends
• No deliveries between 6 pm and 8 am 

• The Oil Well Ordinance will update these standards
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County Regulations: Public Health

• Title 11: Health and Safety
• Title 12: Environmental Protection

• Goals for revising Titles 11 and 12
• Align with changes to Title 22
• Align with Strike Team recommendations
• Focus on health and safety protection
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County Regulations: Fire Department

• Title 32: Fire Code
• Annual permits for all wells
• Minimum setbacks for oil wells and equipment 

from buildings and roads
• Handling of hazardous materials and waste 

materials
• Signage for operator and contact information
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County Regulations:Challenges

• New oil wells
• Existing oil wells

Residential area was 
developed in 1990s

Oil wells have been in 
the area since 1880
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• Urban/suburban 
oil wells

• Rural oil wells

County Regulations:Challenges

Distance between 
closet oil well and 
San Martinez Road 
and Delwood Road: 
4,000 ft
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Strike Team Recommendations

• Community communication
• Air quality and odor monitoring
• Setbacks
• Noise

Report is available at: http://planning.lacounty.gov/oilwell/documents

http://planning.lacounty.gov/oilwell/documents


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELESOIL WELL ORDINANCE

Obtain Community Comments

LA County Staff is here to listen and record your 
comments. We are not here to argue or debate

• All comments are welcome
• Keep comments brief
• One person at a time
• Allow each other to participate
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