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4/18/2019  Comments & Recommendations on Report #6, LA County Oil & Gas Strike Team, 
Julia May, District 1 Advisory Committee representative  

 
Follow-up regarding setbacks: 

• County Report #3 recommended requiring setbacks between wells, and residences and sensitive 
land uses, as follows: 

“The updated code should require that wells and associated facilities have a sufficient buffer zone 
from residential and other sensitive land uses. This would be determined based on health risk, air 
quality, noise, odors, aesthetics and other environmental, health and safety, and public nuisance 
considerations. An incentive program could be developed as part of the new code to encourage oil and 
gas producers to plug and abandon facilities within the new setback.”   (p. 134) 

• Please provide the Strike Team and Advisory Committee with a progress report on this activity.  I 
again recommend a 2,500 foot setback, as previously discussed. 

 
Environmental Justice and Equity Principles need to be elevated 

• I received information regarding the need for a trained facilitator at County Oil & Gas Listening 
Sessions, to support and welcome community member input. 

• The County has already developed equity principles related to Environmental Justice and equity 
through the LA County Center for Health Equity, which could be applied to the Listening Sessions: 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/CenterForHealthEquity/About.html 

• These principles should be applied to the next O&G strike team public listening sessions and other 
meetings, to welcome and support community members participation.  Community members 
provide valuable perspectives, and help identify gaps in communications and necessary evaluation.  
Impacted community members also deserve information and respectful answers to questions. 

• In addition, please see recommendations below, regarding including Environmental Justice factors 
in prioritization of actions needed on abandoned O&G well, pipelines (as well as other sources of 
risk evaluated by the Strike Team). 

 
Abandoned Wells: 

• I appreciate the work of fellow advisory member Matt Rezvani in helping county staff and 
consultants identify abandoned O&G pipeline data, and gaps in oversight, as reported in Report #6. 

• The sheer number of abandoned wells makes prioritization and actions difficult. 

• Wells were prioritized based on: well status (plugged or unknown), well location and census block 
population density, historical well type, well location within 500 feet of an active injector well, age 
of well by spud date (date drilling commenced), well located in an oil and gas field by field age, and 
reservoir characteristics.  (p. 11) 

• Please add to the list of well priority factors to include the siting of wells in EJ communities, 
which experience a high cumulative burden of multiple environmental and safety hazards.  For 
example, CalEnviroscreen ( https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen ) provides a ranking of zipcodes 
and census blocks according to individual and cumulative burdens of environmental impacts and 
socioeconomic stressors. I urge the County to include the Calenviroscreen rankings as one of the 
priority factors at the well sites, to supplement the list on p. 11.  This will help to identify 
abandoned wells in communities that are already the most at-risk. 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/CenterForHealthEquity/About.html
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen
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• Simple emissions measurements at abandoned wells may help in prioritizing.  Many low-cost 
monitoring options are available which could help identify wells that are already emitting to 
atmosphere.  The report states that monitoring is not part of the scope, but it may be a useful tool 
to help prioritize actions to remediate the large set of abandoned wells requiring action. 

• The County should consider also identifying the list of abandoned wells within the City of LA (not 
just unincorporated areas), since the County has developed a method for pulling this data together.  
I do not think the City has yet pulled together this particular data set.   

• I look forward to follow-up information on accidents/events at abandoned wells, and community 
impacts such as air, water, soil, public health harms.  

 
O&G Pipelines – abandoned, idle, retired, or in-service: 

• I recommend the County include reports of pipeline spills that have occurred, and lessons 
learned.  For example, Wilmington, a center of oil and gas infrastructure, had at least two major 
pipeline ruptures that I know of in the last ten years, where oil spilled onto residential streets in 
large volume near houses, making people sick.  For example, the photo below shows a 2014 spill.  
Although this is part of the City of LA rather than unincorporated LA County, there are lessons to be 
learned from evaluating this incident. This was an old oil pipeline no longer in use, owned by 
Phillips 66, which may have been a “retired” pipeline that was no longer maintained, and appears 
not to have been properly “abandoned”.  People had no idea the pipeline was present. 

• This caused severe odors, and prompted a visit and comments by Janice Hahn, at the time U.S. 
Representative (San Pedro), who visited the site out of “concern for the safety and well-being of 
the residents of Wilmington.” She stated: “The harsh, crude oil smell is not only horrible, but can 
also be potentially harmful to the neighborhood residents and environment.” 

• “As a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Railroads, 
Pipelines and Hazardous Materials, I plan to make this oil spill incident a priority,” . . . “I have 
already reached out to the subcommittee to find out what federal actions we can take to ensure 
that an incident like this will not happen again, and that there is proper oversight with our nation’s 
pipelines.”  . . . “We have to protect the residents of Wilmington and the environment from the 
risks of hazardous materials transportation.” 1 

 
  Phillips 66 2014 Wilmington neighborhood oil spill from Press-Telegram 

                                                           
1 Crack in idle Phillips 66 pipeline spews crude oil onto Wilmington streets, Press-Telegram from Sandy Mazza, Daily 
Breeze, 03/18/14, http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20140318/crack-in-idle-phillips-66-pipeline-spews-
crude-oil-onto-wilmington-streets 

http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20140318/crack-in-idle-phillips-66-pipeline-spews-crude-oil-onto-wilmington-streets
http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20140318/crack-in-idle-phillips-66-pipeline-spews-crude-oil-onto-wilmington-streets
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• I urge the County to gather relevant reports on the cause and recommended follow-up actions 
related to investigations of this incident, especially as Supervisor Janice Hahn witnessed this 
herself, and called for follow-up actions.   

• I recommend the county provide a list of known oil and gas pipelines ruptures, leaks, and other 
accidents, with causes, locations, impacts, and lessons learned. 

• I again recommend that CalEnviroScreen be used to identify areas with highest cumulative 
burdens, as a factor in determining future actions to ensure health and safety related to Oil & Gas 
pipelines.  For example, please note that the map in Report #6 Fig. 4-1 (p. 33) shows that pipelines 
become more highly concentrated in the Wilmington area.  This is likely a result of pipelines 
concentrating from the ports area to the broader region.  This illustrates that EJ communities such 
as the Wilmington area may have higher concentrations of such pipeline risks.  This would be 
important to evaluate in the County reports.  Nearby unincorporated areas are likely also at higher 
risk.  Also, pipelines do not stop necessarily stop or start in unincorporated or incorporated areas, 
but travel across regions. 

• I request some additional definition of important terms, which can make the difference between 
a pipeline being covered or not by specific regulations.  For example, Report #6 used the terms 
“hazardous liquids” and “highly volatile liquids” at many points relating to various federal, state, 
and other regulations.  But these broad terms are defined differently in different regulations and 
laws.  Certain compounds can be exempt under such definitions, so clear definitions in the County 
reports are necessary for these descriptions to be meaningful. (For example, see Report #6, p. 24.) 

• In general, while listing the existing regulations is helpful, it would be more helpful to provide 
evaluation of the limitations and gaps in the regulations. 

 

Well Maintenance and rework: 

• I appreciate the beginnings of analysis on the 1148.2 reporting regulation, including the lists of 
chemicals used, and that the County is planning additional follow-up including the impacts of these 
chemicals. Please provide CAS (Chemical Abstracts Service) numbers for each chemical (helpful 
since chemicals have many synonyms). 

• Please note the limitations of Rule 1148.2, which does not report the volumes of chemicals stored 
at well sites. Since the County has identified the scope as mainly relating to above-ground activities, 
storage of these chemicals is very relevant (in addition to the use of chemicals within the wells).  
Please identify available data on storage of toxic chemicals at well sites.  Transportation 
methods, volumes, and routes are also very important to identify, to determine risks.  Certain 
chemicals are higher risk than others (for example, hydrofluoric acid). 

• Specific comments were submitted by community organizations to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District during Rule 1148.2 development and adoption regarding the limitations of 
the rule, and the need to improve the reporting and notification process in the future.  I 
recommend that the County collect the written comments submitted to SCAQMD by community 
members, and summarize the recommendations in future reports. 

 
O&G storage: 

• I look forward to the strike team follow-up to develop more information on the hazards related 
to oil and gas storage. 
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April 24, 2019 

Timothy Stapleton, AICP          

Zoning Enforcement West 

Department of Regional Planning 

320 W. Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA  90012 

 

Re: Comments of Tim O’Connor (District 3 rep.) and EDF on the LA County Oil Well 

Strike Team’s Biannual Report No. 6 (Phase II, Report No. 1) 

 

Dear Mr. Stapleton and members of the LA County Oil Well Strike Team, 

 

Please accept these comments on the sixth report of the LA County Oil Well Strike Team (Phase 

II, Report No. 1). 

 

We commend your effort to maintain and make progress on the lengthy but necessary task of 

conducting a comprehensive evaluation of the oil and gas industry in Los Angeles - in 

conformance with the direction within the LA County Board of Supervisors March 29, 2016 

motion.  

 

In support of the Strike Team’s effort, and to help ensure the work both lays a transparent 

foundation for appropriate action, and considers the most up to date information, please accept 

these comments and recommendations for inclusion in the Strike Team report as follows: 

 

Comments on process 

 

- On the issue of high-level process, given that there are going to be six reports in this series, 

and this is the first of the six, I recommend a change in the process going forward. As it 

stands now, the Advisory Panel receives a copy of the Strike Team’s final report and is asked 

to comment on it.  In the past, the only way the Advisory Panel’s input has been formally 

incorporated into the report has been by way of an appending of the text of each person’s 

comment to the back of the report.  As a result, the panel members are not allowed or given 

the opportunity to participate during the development process.  I suggest a conference call 

with the panelists mid-way through the report development process to update them on the 

progress and solicit feedback and input earlier on so as to ensure authentic and robust 

engagement. 
 

- The report focuses on four issue areas - Abandoned and orphaned wells; Storage facilities; 

Pipelines; and, Hazardous chemicals.  However, given that new information may have 

surfaced on other issues related to oil and gas development during the development of this 

report, I recommend the strike team leave open the opportunity (and explicitly make room in 

the report) for other observations and emerging issues that are identified during the report 



2 
 

development process.  In particular, I recommend the report include a section on issues 

identified during Strike Team review. 
 

Comments on idle, abandoned and hazardous wells 

 

- The Strike Team proposes to develop a prioritization matrix for idle, abandoned and 

hazardous wells based on a series of factors.  However, it is uncertain what this scoring will 

be used for.  At the Advisory Panel meeting on April 22, it was discussed that this matrix 

would be used to inform the Board of wells that warranted further oversight and potential 

sampling.  Based on that additional work, this prioritization ranking could be used to 

prioritize actual well rework and plugging as well as continuous air monitoring – or to inform 

DOGGR of the need to do such work.  If this is indeed the intent, it should be clearly spelled 

out in the report.   
 

- The prioritization matrix should be made public as it is being developed, no later than upon 

the release of each report. This should include all of the factors going into the matrix as well 

as the results.   
 

- Additional criteria should be considered for the matrix, such as 1) water level recordings 

during regular tests by operators, 2) observations in county or other well records of negative 

integrity indications, 3) date on which prior plugging was performed, 4) whether the well is 

located in a disadvantaged neighborhood, using a tool like CalEnviroScreen to elevate the 

issue of environmental justice, and 5) proximity to sites of past incidents (such as blowouts). 

Further, at the Advisory Panel meeting, it was stated that for wells at the recent Marina Del 

Rey blowout site, there had been past incidents of issues at nearby wells and elevated gas 

pressure in the well(s).  Since pressure inside a well can contribute to leakage, the 

prioritization matrix should include whether the wells are having, or have experienced past 

incidents and whether they have downhole pressure above atmospheric. Additionally, in 

coastal locations such as Marina del Rey, nearby offshore wells should also be examined for 

past or present leaks. Any information obtained regarding well pressure information should 

also be made public, so as to empower residents and other community members of higher-

risk wells in the area.  
 

- It is my understanding that several years ago DOGGR conducted a review of water level 

testing records for idle wells and found several idle wells that showed year over year changes 

to water level recordings, indicating potential negative well integrity.  The Strike Team 

should seek out such records for all wells in the unincorporated area of Los Angeles 

(possibly though access at DOGGR or through the DOGGR well finder program), and add to 

the matrix a score for whether well records indicate any communication between well liquids 

and the surrounding geologic formation.  To the extent that the Strike team received 

information from DOGGR in the January 15, 2019 correspondence from the agency, 

identified on page 8 of the report, the content of that correspondence should be disclosed. If 

however, as was disclosed at the April 22, 2019 meeting, the county is unable to acquire 

records from DOGGR in an expeditious manner through the strategies it currently employs, 

the strike team should pursue additional efforts to secure this information, such as through 

direct phone calls to the head office. 
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- Given DOGGR’s focus on idle, abandoned and hazardous wells, close coordination should 

be sought with the agency – there is a lot of activity happening across the state, and likely in 

the unincorporated area of LA – to plug and abandon idle wells right now.  The report and 

Strike Team should seize on this activity and the opportunity it creates to collect information 

/ sample during the well plugging processes.  This would serve two purposes.  First, this 

information can be used to identify trends in well integrity and also shed light on whether 

these old wells are leaking in advance of being plugged and abandoned.  Second, the report 

can identify whether well plugging operations are a source of community exposure. By 

looking at data associated with these operations, the Strike Team can extrapolate information 

to learn whether other wells are leaking and what types of circumstances are most likely to 

cause leakage.  
 

- As to the matrix’s inclusion of prior plugging date, we observe that such information is 

important in knowing whether and to what extent, modern well plugging standards were used 

in this process.   
 

- Seeping methane buildup from natural accumulation in the soil caused an explosion at a Ross 

Dress-for-Less store in the Fairfax area of LA in 1985. Following this incident, Senator 

David Roberti authored and passed SB 1458 as an urgency statute to address methane 

accumulation (attached). The bill required the State Oil and Gas Supervisor, in cooperation 

with appropriate state and local agencies, to conduct a study of all abandoned oil and gas 

wells located in the City of Los Angeles to determine the location and extent of methane 

accumulations. It also required the supervisor to develop a strategy for extracting such 

methane accumulations from the wells and for the management of methane from the wells so 

as to prevent future methane gas accumulations. The resultant study (attached), conducted by 

GeoScience Analytical, surveyed a number of high-risk, primarily urban areas - many of 

which are part of LA County. Finding numerous hazardous soil gases in certain areas, the 

study makes certain recommendations of next steps, such as the installation of methane 

detectors, warning systems, and perforated pipes, as well as sealing foundations and 

restricting development in places like the Brea-Olinda oil field. The Strike Team should take 

into consideration the results and recommendations for these areas in their evaluation.  

 

Comments on the evaluation of pipelines 

 

- Based on comments at the April 22, 2019 meeting of the Advisory Panel, it appears that the 

Strike Team plans to create a prioritization matrix for pipelines as it is doing for idle wells.  

This is an important task and one worthy of support. This matrix should include certain key 

pieces of information in addition to those listed, including: 
o Gas quality and respective corrosivity 
o Whether inspection reports have conveyed an indication of negative pipeline integrity 

conditions or trends 
o Whether gas pipeline has an active / valid / non-expired local franchise agreement in 

place 
o Potential concerns of volatile seismic activity near pipelines 
o Whether high-risk pipelines exist under areas of relatively high population density 
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o Whether reports filed with the local fire department indicate any pipeline 

maintenance and operations abnormalities or deficiencies 
 

- In the evaluation of pipelines, it is important for the Strike team report to strive for the 

highest degree of accuracy in the information presented.  Upon review though, it appears that 

some of the information presented is inaccurate, and needs revision, in particular: 
 

o CPUC rules for natural gas pipelines should incorporate the SB 1371 compliance 

plans filed by So Cal Gas for leak detection and repair on its natural gas pipeline 

facilities.  In particular, So Cal Gas has proposed more regular inspections on some 

leak-prone pipes, while also proposing less rigorous inspection and repair on some 

others than what was listed. 
 

o The amount of gas pipelines listed in the report appears to be a gross underestimate of 

the actual miles of pipe (distribution and transmission) in the system.  When Strike 

Team representatives were questioned about this at the April 22, 2019 meeting of the 

advisory panel, this appeared to be due to a decision by the County not to ask or 

compel So Cal Gas to give pipeline data to aid the Strike Team report. To the extent 

the report includes numbers of miles of pipe, it should strive for accuracy instead of 

false precision, aided by guesstimates.    
 

Comments on the evaluation of oil and gas storage facilities 

 

- As it relates to storage systems, the Strike Team should conduct a thorough assessment of the 

Playa Vista gas storage facility owned and operated by So Cal Gas.  At that facility, nearby 

residents have complained for years of strong odors and releases of gas.  As a result, the 

Strike team should seek out the information for nearby residents and open the door to 

enhanced participation in this area of the report. To the extent that the county decides the 

facility is not within the charge area of the study, the Strike Team should evaluate the lateral 

extent of subsurface stored gas to determine whether any below-ground gas storage extends 

into the county as opposed the facility fenceline.    
 

Comments on the evaluation of hazardous chemicals 

 

- As it relates to hazardous chemicals, the report seems to focus on the chemicals and materials 

that are used onsite for well stimulation, but seems to miss the chemicals and constituents 

that are naturally entrained in the oil itself (and brought to the surface through produced 

water), or contained in leaks from oil and gas sites.  As a result, it appears that the Strike 

Team is reading its direction form the board on this issue “Review chemicals at oil and gas 

facilities not identified in Hazardous Materials Business Plans” in an overly narrow manner – 

because there are many chemicals that can be found from the oil and gas itself.   
 

- As to the chemicals entrained in oil and gas leaks, there has been a lot of research – one such 

research report was written by EDF and summarizes a lot of the science on the hazardous 

compounds found in leaks. - https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/california-

monitoring_filling-the-void.pdf   You can also see a CARB report on chemicals included in 

https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/california-monitoring_filling-the-void.pdf
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/california-monitoring_filling-the-void.pdf


5 
 

oil and gas leaks by Sage Environmental – CARB, (2015), “Air Resources Board RFP No. 

13-414: Enhanced Inspection & Maintenance for GHG & VOCs at Upstream Facilities—

Final (Revised),” Prepared by Sage ATC Environmental Consulting LLC, 

https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/oil-gas/sage_i&m_ghg_voc_dec2016.pdf  
 

- With regard to toxic contaminants such as hydrogen sulphide leaking from idle, abandoned 

and hazardous wells, the Strike Team should seek to ensure the most current and accurate 

information possible, given that contaminant levels may be underestimated due to the age of 

certain wells.  
 

- Given that the hazardous chemicals associated with hydraulic fracturing processes can 

additionally be used in on-site storage facilities and transportation of oil and gas, information 

related to their usage in such processes. 
 

- As to produced water, much has been written about this.  In considering spills of produced 

water, the Strike Team should investigate further the presence of hazardous chemicals such 

as benzene and compare the level of chemicals present to established exposure limits. 
 

Thank you for considering these comments moving forward. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Timothy O’Connor 

County District 3 Representative, Oil and Gas Strike Team Advisory Panel 

Senior Director and Senior Attorney, Energy Program, Environmental Defense Fund 

 

 

 

https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/oil-gas/sage_i&m_ghg_voc_dec2016.pdf


SENATE BILL No. 1458

*

Introduced by Senator Roberti

March 28, 1985

An act to add Article 4.1 (commencing with Section 3240)

to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public Resources Code,

relating to abandoned wells, and declaring the urgency

thereof, to take effect immediately.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1458, as introduced, Roberti. Abandoned wells:

methane gas accumulations: City of Los Angeles.

(1) Existing law requires the State Oil and Gas Supervisor

to carry out duties relating to hazardous oil and gas wells and

other oil and gas activities.

This bill would require the supervisor, in cooperation with

appropriate state and local agencies to conduct a study of all

abandoned oil and gas wells located in the City of Los Angeles

in order to determine the location and extent of methane gas

accumulations from the wells. The bill would require the

Supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate state and local

agencies, to develop a strategy for extracting methane gas

accumulations from the wells and for management of

methane gas from the wells to prevent future methane gas

accumulations.

(2) The bill would take effect immediately as an urgency

Statute.

Vote: %. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Article 4.1 (commencing with Section

2 3240) is added to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public

3 Resources Code, to read:
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Article 4.1. Abandoned Wells

3240. The supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate

state and local agencies, shall conduct a study of all

abandoned oil and gas wells located in the City of Los

Angeles in order to determine the location and extent of

methane gas accumulations from the abandoned wells.

3241. The supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate

state and local agencies, shall develop a strategy for

extracting existing accumulations of methane gas from

abandoned oil and gas wells in the City of Los Angeles in

order to protect the health and safety of the public. The

strategy shall also provide plans for the management of

methane gas from old wells in the city where no

accumulations are discovered in order to prevent future

accumulations of methane gas.

SEC. 2. This act is an urgency statute necessary for

the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,

or safety within the meaning of Article IV of the

Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts

constituting the necessity are:

Recent methane gas explosions in the City of Los

Angeles have threatened the public health and safety and

it is necessary that the provisions of this act take effect at

the earliest possible opportunity.

()



AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 13, 1985

OSENATE BILL No. 1458

Introduced by Senator Roberti

March 28, 1985

An act to add Article 4.1 (commencing with Section 3240)

to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public Resources Code,

relating to abandoned wells, and declaring the urgency

thereof, to take effect immediately.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1458, as amended, Roberti. Abandoned wells: methane

and other hazardous gas accumulations : Gity ef Hes Angeles.

º 4}. Existing law requires the State Oil and Gas Supervisor

to carry out duties relating to hazardous oil and gas wells and

other oil and gas activities.

This bill would require the supervisor, in cooperation with

0. appropriate state and local agencies, to conduct a study of ałł

abandoned oil and gas wells located in the Gity eſ Les

areas with substantial potential for accumulation of methane

and other hazardous gas in order to determine the location

and, the extent of methane gas and other hazardous gas

accumulations, and potential hazards from the wells. The bill

would require the supervisor, in cooperation with

appropriate state and local agencies, to develop a strategy for

extracting methane gas and other hazardous gas

tº accumulations from the wells in high-risk areas identified by

the supervisor and for the management of methane gas those

gases from the wells in high-risk areas to prevent future

methane gas accumulations of those gases.

The bill would require the supervisor to report to the

Legislature on or before July 1, 1986, on the bill.

{2}. The bill would take effect immediately as an urgency

Statute.
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Vote: %. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. ()

State-mandated local program: no. º

|

ii

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 4.1 (commencing with Section

3240) is added to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public

Resources Code, to read:

Article 4.1. Abandoned Wells

3240. The supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate

state and local agencies, shall conduct a study of all

abandoned oil and gas wells located in the Gity ef Hes

Angeles those areas of the state with substantial potential

for methane and other hazardous gas accumulations in

order to determine the location and, the extent of

methane gas aeetinatºlatiens and othr hazardous gas

accumulations, and potential hazards from the

abandoned wells.

3241. The supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate

state and local agencies, shall develop a strategy for

extracting existing accumulations of methane gas and

other hazardous gas from abandoned oil and gas wells in

the Gity ef Hes Angeles high-risk areas identified by the

supervisor in order to protect the health and safety of the

public. The strategy shall also provide plans for the

management of methane gas Prem ek, wells in the eity

and other hazardous gas from wells in high-risk areas

where no accumulations are discovered in order to

prevent future accumulations of methane gas and other

hazardous gas.

3242. The supervisor shall report the findings and

recommendations developed pursuant to the

requirements of this article to the Legislature on or

before July 1, 1986.

SEC. 2. This act is an urgency statute necessary for

the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,

or safety within the meaning of Article IV of the

Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts

º

98 70
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constituting the necessity are:

Recent methane gas explosions in the City of Los

Angeles have threatened the public health and safety and

it is Heeessary that the previsiens ef, therefore, necessary

that this act take effect at the earliest possible

Opportunity.
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AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 3, 1985

0. AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 13, 1985

SENATE BILL No. 1458

Introduced by Senator Roberti

March 28, 1985

An act to add Article 4.1 (commencing with Section 3240)

to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public Resources Code,

relating to abandoned wells, making an appropriation

therefor, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect

immediately.

º LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1458, as amended, Roberti. Abandoned wells: methane

and other hazardous gas accumulations.

Existing law requires the State Oil and Gas Supervisor to

carry out duties relating to hazardous oil and gas wells and

9 other oil and gas activities.

This bill would require the supervisor, in cooperation with

appropriate state and local agencies, to conduct a study of

abandoned oil and gas wells located in areas with substantial

potential for accumulation of methane and other hazardous

gas in order to determine the location, the extent of methane

gas and other hazardous gas accumulations, and potential

hazards from the wells. The bill would require the supervisor,

in cooperation with appropriate state and local agencies, to

develop a strategy for extracting methane gas and other

hazardous gas accumulations from the wells in high-risk areas

identified by the supervisor and for the management of those

gases from the wells in high-risk areas to prevent future

accumulations of those gases.

The bill would require the supervisor to report to the

* Legislature on or before July 1, 1986, on the bill.
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The bill would appropriate $350,000 from the General Fund

to the supervisor for carrying out the purposes of the bill.

The bill would take effect immediately as an urgency

Statute.

Vote: %. Appropriation: he yes. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

:::

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 4.1 (commencing with Section

3240) is added to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public

Resources Code, to read:

Article 4.1. Abandoned Wells

3240. The supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate

state and local agencies, shall conduct a study of

abandoned oil and gas wells located in those areas of the

state with substantial potential for methane and other

hazardous gas accumulations in order to determine the

location, the extent of methane gas and ethr other

hazardous gas accumulations, and potential hazards from

the abandoned wells.

3241. The supervisor, in cooperation with appropriate

state and local agencies, shall develop a strategy for

extracting existing accumulations of methane gas and

other hazardous gas from abandoned oil and gas wells in

high-risk areas identified by the supervisor in order to

protect the health and safety of the public. The strategy

shall also provide plans for the management of methane

gas and other hazardous gas from wells in high-risk areas

where no accumulations are discovered in order to

prevent future accumulations of methane gas and other

hazardous gas.

3242. The supervisor shall report the findings and

recommendations developed pursuant to the

requirements of this article to the Legislature on or

before July 1, 1986.

SEC. 2. The sum of three hundred fifty thousand

dollars ($350,000) is hereby appropriated from the

0)
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:

General Fund to the State Oil and Gas Supervisor for

carrying out the purposes of Article 4.1 (commencing

with Section 3240) of Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Public

Resources Code.

SEC. 3. This act is an urgency statute necessary for

the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,

or safety within the meaning of Article IV of the

Constitution and shall go into immediate effect. The facts

constituting the necessity are:

Recent methane gas explosions in the City of Los

Angeles have threatened the public health and safety and

it is, therefore, necessary that this act take effect at the

earliest possible opportunity.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































