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April 8, 2020 
 
Steven Jones 
Principal Regional Planner 
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning 
Hall of Records, 13th Floor 
320 West Temple Street, Room 1382 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Newhall Ranch Annual Groundwater Report for 2019 
 
Dear Mr. Jones: 
 
This correspondence and attachments are provided in compliance with the Newhall Ranch Specific 
Plan Final EIR Mitigation Measure 4.11-15 (below) to provide an annual report indicating the 
amount of groundwater used in Los Angeles County for irrigation. 
 
4.11-15 Groundwater historically and presently used for crop irrigation on the Newhall Ranch 

Specific Plan site and elsewhere in Los Angeles County shall be made available by the 
Newhall Land and Farming Company, or its assignee, to partially meet the potable water 
demands of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan.  The amount of groundwater pumped for 
this purpose shall not exceed 7,038 AFY.  This is the amount of groundwater pumped 
historically and presently by the Newhall Land and Farming Company in Los Angeles 
County to support its agricultural operations.  Pumping this amount will not result in a 
net increase in groundwater use in the Santa Clarita Valley.  To monitor groundwater 
use, the Newhall Land and Farming Company, or its assignee, shall provide the County 
an annual report indicating the amount of groundwater used in Los Angeles County and 
the specific land upon which that groundwater was historically used for irrigation.  For 
agricultural land located off the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan site in Los Angeles County, 
at the time agricultural groundwater is transferred from agricultural uses on that land to 
Specific Plan uses, The Newhall Land and Farming Company, or its assignee, shall 
provide a verified statement to the County's Department of Regional Planning that 
Alluvial aquifer water rights on that land will now be used to meet Specific Plan demand. 
(emphasis added) 

 
The information provided in the attached chart depicts the amount of irrigation water used on 
Newhall’s Los Angeles County farm fields for crop season 2019, using the same methodology 
from the Final EIR (FEIR).  Revised Table 2.5-32 from the FEIR is also attached showing the 
original information for the years 1996 – 2000 that served as the baseline for determining the 
estimated annual average usage of 7,038 acre feet. A map is also attached showing the specific 
land in Los Angeles County upon which the groundwater has historically been used. 
 
Newhall’s annual water use varies based upon the amount of irrigated acres, the type of irrigated 
crops and their water demand as determined by California Irrigation Management Information 
System. 
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If you have any questions regarding this letter or the attached exhibits, please contact me at (661) 
255-4449. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Alex Herrell 
Director, Community Development 
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%of Water 
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Crop
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on SCE (af) 
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Total Pumped 
Water By Crop 

(af/yr) 

Acre Feet/ 
Year per 

Acre of Crop

 LA Co. 
Irrigated 
Crops 
(acres) 

 LA Co. Crop 
Share Of Actual 
Pumped Water 

(af/yr) 

 LA Co. Crop 
Share Using 

Adjusted 
CIMIS (af/yr) 

Citrus 273 4.4 1201 8.24% 10516 867 3.17
Irrigated Pasture 1149 8.37 9614 65.96% 6937 6.04 642.6 3881 5379
Vegetables 366 7.18 2626 18.02% 1895 5.18 0 0 0
Sod 119 7.18 854 5.86% 616 5.18 119 616 854
Nursery 89 3.14 279 1.92% 202 2.27 0

14575 100% 10516 762 4497 6233

Newhall Ranch Specific Plan
2019 Annual Report

Los Angeles County Agriculture Water Use
Mitigation Measure 4.11 -15
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