East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan Community Chapter
South Walnut

Introduction

The Community Chapter for the unincorporated area of South Walnut presents a specific
vision through targeted goals, policies, and implementation actions that build upon the
guiding framework for the East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan. This Community Chapter
also builds upon the policies in the General Plan, the LA County Sustainability Plan, the
Community Climate Action Plan, and other applicable County and regional plans that
address community-level planning concerns to craft policies and programs that address
the specific concerns of the South Walnut area.
The South Walnut Community Chapter was developed through visioning workshops with
area stakeholders and other public outreach. The Community Chapter identifies issues
and opportunities with goals, policies, and programs organized according to the nine
elements contained in the plan.

Community Vision

The vision for South Walnut is an area of robust activity and innovation, buffered from
surrounding residential areas and connective to regional destinations.

Background

South Walnut is a pair of unincorporated islands in the southeastern portion of the plan
area that consists almost entirely of industrial uses. This area contains no housing units
or residents. For the purposes of this sections, these islands will be referred to as the
North Island and the South Island.
Surrounding area and uses. The North Island is surrounded to the north by Valley
Boulevard and the City of Walnut, and to the west, east, and south by the City of Industry.
The South Island, located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Currier Road and
Brea Canyon Road, is entirely located within the City of Industry. Both islands are
surrounded by existing industrial uses, though they are nearby residential neighborhoods
in the Cities of Walnut and Diamond Bar. The South Island is located across the street
from the Industry Metrolink Station, the only Riverside Line station in the East San Gabriel
Valley Plan Area.
North Island. The North Island of South Walnut is an unincorporated area of
approximately 58.03 acres (.091 Square Miles) that generally follows the southern
contour of Valley Boulevard. The area is generally bounded between Valley Boulevard
and Right-of-way/railroad tracks owned by the Southern Pacific Railroad to the north, and
the San Jose Creek Channel to the south.
South Island. The South Island of South Walnut consists of a rectangular unincorporated
area of approximately 12.23 acres (.019 square miles). This unincorporated island is near
the Industry Metrolink Station.
The following Figures SW-1, South Walnut Land Use Policy Map, and SW-2, South
Walnut Zoning Map present land use and zoning designations and establishes the
general location and diversity of each land use in South Walnut.
1

East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan Community Chapter
South Walnut

2

East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan Community Chapter
South Walnut

3

East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan Community Chapter
South Walnut

Issues and Opportunities
The following presents a summary of issues and opportunities learned from community
feedback as well an analysis of existing conditions in the community. These issues and
opportunities serve to inform the preparation of community-specific policies and programs
for South Walnut.
Annexation. South Walnut consists of two unincorporated industrial islands surrounded
by incorporated cities. In the case of the South Island, the entire island is surrounded by
one city. In this configuration, the provision of community services may be more inefficient
than through the annexation of these islands into the adjacent cities. Simultaneously,
Policy LU 5.9 of the Los Angeles County General Plan states to “Preserve key industrially
designated land for intensive, employment-based uses.” Where feasible, further
investigation may be needed to determine the long-term viability of smaller,
unincorporated islands, like South Walnut, remaining independent of their city neighbors.
Active Freight. There is a freight and passenger line that cuts through the community
diagonally. This presents a challenge because the active freight creates issues related to
traffic, noise, and light that are not conducive to daily living and makes it difficult to create
walkable, connected neighborhoods.
South Island Industrial Revitalization. The South Island of the South Walnut area is
located across the street from the Industry Metrolink Station, the only Riverside Line
station in the East San Gabriel Valley area. Currently utilized for warehousing, storage,
and distribution uses, this industrial island could benefit from different flex uses that blend
the activities of light industrial uses and office uses. Proximity to a regional transit hub
can allow for the development of industrial flex spaces, like incubator firms and
specialized/artisanal manufacturing that attract specialized talent from across the region.
This area should be identified for future opportunities to revitalize the industrial base of
the East San Gabriel Valley and the larger region.
San Jose Creek Channel. The San Jose Creek, currently utilized as a storm channel,
serves as a southern boundary of the North Island. The San Gabriel Valley Greenway
Network project aims to improve pedestrian connectivity along these channels, including
portions of the San Jose Creek. This channel connects to the San Gabriel River pathway
to the west, which provides regional connections. Where feasible, the San Jose Creek
should be improved as a multi-use pathway, complete with pedestrian amenities and
landscaping, balanced with the existing needs of the storm channel. This off-street
pathway can be utilized by employees in South Walnut businesses to travel to and from
work.

Community-Specific Policies
The following provides the policies for South Walnut organized to address the communityspecific issues and opportunities presented above. Further, each policy is linked to a
relevant guiding principle from Chapter 1 of this Plan.
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VS 1 – Sustainable Growth Patterns
Policy SW-1: Annexation. Explore the feasibility of annexing South Walnut into adjacent
cities to provide needed services and infrastructure more efficiently to the community.

VS 2 – Diverse, Walkable Communities
Industrial and Employment Generating Uses
Policy SW-2: Industrial Revitalization. Identify opportunities to revitalize the south
island of South Walnut for more varied industrial uses.
Policy SW-3: Maximize Employment Uses near Transit. Incentivize business to fill the
vacant sites in the industrial employment center located on Valley Boulevard which are
within a half mile radius of a major transit stop to reduce automobile reliance.

VS 3 – Connected and Active Communities
Policy SW-4: Pedestrian Mobility. Improve pedestrian access to South Walnut with
amenities like improved street lighting and shade trees, to encourage alternative modes
of travel for area workers, especially to the nearby Industry Metrolink Station and the San
Jose Creek pathway.

VS 4 – Thriving Economy and Workforce
Policy SW-5: Employment Protection District. Continue to support the use of the
Employment Protection District in South Walnut, which features an extra layer of
protection from conversion to non-industrial uses (refer to Policy ED-2.2).

Implementation
Category
Land Use

Name
Community
Annexation
Feasibility
Study

Description
Agencies Involved
Study
the
viability
of LAFCO, DRP, SD1
annexation of South Walnut
into the various surrounding
cities. This study should
include information related to
public feedback, potential
cost
savings,
increased
community services, and
changes to tax revenue.
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