Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning

Fairmont Community Concept Draft

COMMUNITY CONCEPT DRAFT
This Concept Draft is intended to highlight and summarize the community’s priorities and was drafted in working
meeting discussions with the Community Standards District (CSD) Committee in April and August 2018. The CSD
Committee consists of Fairmont residents and Town Council members. Some of the issues identified in this summary
may be addressed in a new CSD, while others could be considered for other County policies or projects.
This document is being shared with the public to collect feedback and identify further discussion points, alternatives, or
areas of opportunity. This document will also be shared internally with County departments, including but not limited to
Public Works, Public Health, Parks and Recreation, and Fire. Additional follow-up discussions with the CSD Committee
may be necessary to discuss changes or comments from the public or County’s review. The CSD ordinance language will
be drafted based on this Concept Draft document, consultation with the various County departments, and the public
comments received.
The CSD Committee recommends:

APPLICABILITY
Standards contained within the CSD would only apply to new development.
Existing, permitted structures would not be forced conform to these standards.

For more information, please visit: bit.ly/AVCSDsUpdate
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HIGHWAY AND LOCAL STREET STANDARDS
Limit use of curbs and gutters to when necessary for health or safety. Limit
cement improvements to roadways as it suggests a more urban look that is
not in alignment with the character of the community.

UTILITIES
Reduce the number of overhead utility lines because they detract from
landscape views. All utilities should be placed underground.

TRUCK STORAGE
Courtesy, Dean Walliss. Flickr.

Semi-trucks should be allowed to park on agriculturally zoned properties of
a certain minimum size if they are registered to the property owner or used
by the tenant as part of their business.

STREET LIGHTING
Use as few lights as possible for street lighting, and require light bulbs with
fewer lumens (dimmer lights are preferred).

EXTERIOR LIGHTING
Exterior lighting must be designed to minimize light trespass onto neighboring
properties. Non-residential uses, such as those found on commercial or
industrially-zoned parcels, should not have any exterior lighting, except
where required for safety reasons.
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COMMERCIAL BUSINESS SIGNAGE
Limit the size of business signage, except for community bulletin board signs,
to a maximum of 32 square feet. Temporary signs placed for notification
purposes or an event should be posted no more than 30 days before the
event and must be removed no later than 5 days after the event.

LAND DIVISIONS
No new subdivisions of land should be allowed. However, if a project qualifies
for a subdivision, prohibit gated subdivisions and require that each lot or parcel
contain a minimum area of 2.5 acres. New subdivisions should contain trail
easements to allow continued and unimpeded use of the existing mapped,
dedicated trail system. Trail connections within the development must be
maintained and linked to existing trails adjacent to the proposed project.

GRADING AND VEGETATION CONSERVATION
Limit grading and ground disturbance of the soils. There should be development
design standards for new projects to prevent the clearing of native vegetation
and erosion, preserve soil, and control fugitive dust. Vegetation removal
exceeding a certain threshold should trigger a Regional Planning application
process with a public hearing. These standards should apply to large scale
development projects, but exclude farming or ranching.
Courtesy, Josef Hanning. Flickr.

SOLAR
Solar farms should be screened from adjacent roadways using trees and
landscaping; trees or landscaping used for screening should be of a certain
minimum size and be planted close together.

DOGS
Allow one additional dog on properties over one acre in size. Currently,
regulations allow up to four dogs on a property.
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CARGO CONTAINERS
Allow more accessory cargo containers on a property based on the size of
the parcel with a maximum of up to 10 containers per parcel. There should
be standards developed for the cargo containers, such as where they can be
placed on a property, to allow for more containers on larger properties while
limiting the visibility of them. An application with a public hearing should
be required for proposals that don’t meet the standards, such as a need for
additional containers on a smaller lot.

FENCES
For parcels of 10 acres or larger, fences should be designed to allow wildlife
movement. Concertina and barbed wire should be allowed for farming and
ranching properties, but not allowed for commercial solar, industrial or other
commercial uses.

AGRICULTURAL VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT
Allow certain vehicles without restriction on properties used for agricultural
purposes, such as tractors and trucks used to tend the land and harvest
the crops.

NOTIFICATION
All standards in the CSD should only be allowed to be modified through a
public hearing process to provide for proper notification to the community.
There should be public notification early in the application submittal process,
not right before a public hearing when there is little time to comment.
Expand the notification radius so that a minimum number of nearby residents
are made aware of any commercial or industrial project proposal, in addition
to any notification provided to the Town Council.

TO PROVIDE COMMENTS ON THIS COMMUNITY CONCEPT DRAFT:
Mail: Department of Regional Planning
Attn: Community Studies North
320 W. Temple St., Room 1354
Los Angeles, CA 90012
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Email: AVCSDS@planning.lacounty.gov
Phone: (213) 974-6476

