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Ridgeline Criteria 
Topographic complexity:  Ridges that have a significant difference in elevation from the valley or canyon 
floor.  Generally, these ridges can be seen from any location on the valley floor, from a community or 
neighborhood, or from a public road.   
Near/far contrast:  Ridges that are a part of a scene that includes a prominent landform in the 
foreground and major backdrop ridge with an unbroken skyline.  This includes a view into a valley from a 
public road or viewpoint located at a higher altitude, such as along the valley rim or a pass.  This contrast 
can be experienced viewing an entire panoramic view or a portion of a panoramic view from an elevated 
point.  
Cultural landmarks:  Ridges that frame views of well-known locations, structures, or other places, which 
are considered points of interest within the community or region. 
Uniqueness and character of a specific location:  Peaks and their buttressing ridges.  This is represented 
by ridges that frame rocky outcroppings, other unique geological features, and areas of extraordinary 
natural beauty.  
Existing community boundaries and gateways:   Ridges and surrounding terrain that provides the first 
view of predominantly natural, undeveloped land as a traveler emerges in the community.  These lands 
introduce visitors to the visual experiences they will encounter in the community and gateways include 
the surrounding ridges that provide a skyline and boundary to the community.   


