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 J. Findings.  The reviewing authority (Director, Hearing Officer, or Regional 

Planning Commission) shall not approve a complete Conditional Use Permit application 

unless the reviewing authority finds that the application substantiates all of the following 

findings, in addition to those required by Section 22.56.090: 

  1. The proposed development activity is consistent with the County 

General Plan, any applicable local plans, and the purpose of this Section; and 

  2. The proposed development activity does not compromise the 

integrity of the natural ecological functions of the Significant Ecological Area; and 

  3. The proposed development activity is designed to preserve 

biologically valuable vegetation, species, corridors, and linkages.  Preservation of 

biologically valuable vegetation, species, corridors, and linkages was considered as the 

highest priority in the design of the proposed development activity; and 

  4. The proposed development activity is designed to protect against 

impacts to waterbodies, watercourses, wetlands, and the riparian habitats they support.  

Maintenance of the natural water levels, and surface or subsurface flow which supports 

riparian habitats and wildlife, were considered as a priority in the design and 

implementation of the proposed development activity; and 

  5. Roadways or access corridors within the proposed development 

activity, including fire roads, are designed to avoid bisecting sensitive vegetation, 

habitats, riparian areas, dedicated open space, and movement corridors; and 

  6. Where a conflict exists between a provision in this Section and 

such other ordinance, statute, regulation, or requirement, the provision that would be 

most protective of biological diversity applies to the extent permitted by law.   

Attachment 1



Attachment 2

Excerpt from existing Los Angeles County Code Section 22.56.215 Hillside management
and significant ecological areas–Additional regulations.

F. Burden of Proof.
2. Significant Ecological Areas.

a.  That the requested development is designed to be highly compatible with the
biotic resources present, including the setting aside of appropriate and sufficient
undisturbed areas, and
b. That the requested development is designed to maintain water bodies,
watercourses, and their tributaries in a natural state, and 
c. That the requested development is designed so that wildlife movement
corridors (migratory paths) are left in an undisturbed and natural state, and
d. That the requested development retains sufficient natural vegetative cover
and/or open spaces to buffer critical resource areas from said requested
development, and 
e. That where necessary, fences or walls are provided to buffer important habitat
areas from development, and 
f. That roads and utilities serving the proposed development are located and
designed so as not to conflict with critical resources, habitat areas or migratory
paths.


