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To Regional Planning 

From Michael Frawley 

Owner Apn 2058-007-044 

Re: Significant Ecological Area Ordinance 

I object to the current language of the ordinance. The proposed restriction on fuel modification adjacent 
to drainage courses will push most property owners into giving up a large portion of their property in 
order to build their home or an addition to their home. The   proposed ordinance requires that fuel 
modification stay away from drainage courses because fuel modification may affect the natural 
vegetation adjacent to drainage courses. The Fire Dept. requires 200 feet of fuel modification from any 
portion of a structure. If a home is 1600 square feet, 40 by 40, then the homeowner will need 440feet of 
space between hillside drainage courses or 200 feet from a downslope drainage course. To compare this 
to something you are familiar with a football, field is 300 feet between the goal lines, or about 340 feet 
from the ends of the touchdown areas.  This is a large area. The Santa Monica Mountains in Lobo 
canyon and Triunfo canyon have many drainage courses running down from the hill tops. There are very 
few properties that have 440 feet that don’t encounter a drainage course. To complicate matters for the 
homeowners, the Grading and Ridgeline Ordnance of 2005, restricts homeowners from moving up slope 
because they are restricted from coming within 50 feet of any buttress ridge which connects to the 
ridgeline hundreds of feet above their property. The Grading and Ridgeline Ordnance proposed this 
restriction to push development down closer to the roads serving the community. Because most roads 
are down slope they will naturally adjacent to drainage courses. Because  
Regional Planning has been considering the Significant Ecological   Area designation since 2000 this 
conflict must have been considered. For over 40 years the Fire Dept. has required fuel modification for 
homes in our area. The homeowners are careful with their property they enjoy the natural beauty of 
their community. They have managed to maintain the natural beauty and at the same time curb the 
threat of fire to the satisfaction of the Fire Dept. Mitigation of the effect of fuel modification on the 
natural vegetation should be handled in a balanced and appropriate manner rather than a whole sale 
restriction on the use of the homeowner’s property. Fuel modification reduces the volume of vegetation 
adjacent to the residence. Fuel modification does not require clearance of all vegetation. Why can’t 
homeowners use the standard Fish and Game mitigation of three feet of new tree planting for every 
foot of disturbed area?   Can Regional planning identify which drainage course vegetation areas are 
significant and map them for the community to consider? 

 


