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DRAFT PROGRAM GUIDE (2013 VERSION)
SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL AREA (SEA) ORDINANCE

Thank you for the opportunity to review the 2013 draft Program Guide of the Significant
Ecological Area (SEA) Ordinance (attached).

The purpose of the program guide is to aid with implementation of the SEA program,
which includes General Plan goals and policies, zoning code regulations (SEA
ordinance) and Department of Regional Planning procedures. The program guide
includes an overview of the SEA program, elaboration of the development standards in
the SEA ordinance, recommendations for development projects, and biological report
requirements and species lists referenced in the SEA ordinance.

The program guide is intended to be a dynamic document that will continuously evolve
to address, but not be limited to, the following items:

a. New environmental challenges that may arise in the future.
b. Incorporation of explanatory language to further define or expand on the specific

intent of topics covered broadly under the SEA ordinance such as design
requirements, procedures, development standards, exemptions, and definitions.

c. Flexibility on updating the scope of the ordinance without going through an
extensive, costly, and lengthy amendment process.



Mark Child
April 8, 2014
Page 2

For specific revisions, additions, or deletions of wording directly from the project
document, the specific section, subsection, and/or item along with the page number is
first referenced then the excerpt from the document is copied within quotations using
the following nomenclature:

Deletions are represented by a c~riLo~hrni ~nh

Additions are represented by italics along with an underline.
Revisions are represented by a combination of the above.

In cases where there are several revisions or deletions of wording directly from the
project document, the excerpt from the document using the above nomenclature to
modify it will not be used. Instead, replacement language will be provided along with a
request to delete the original section, subsection, and/or item.

Prior to Regional Planning's approval of the draft program guide, the following items
need to be addressed, updated, or revised:

Water Resources:

1. Section III, SEA Ordinance Subsection, Exemptions, Item, page 3 of 36 (pdf page
6 of 39): The following modification to the existing language should be incorporated
as follows:

"The SEA ordinance exempts the following uses: health and safety activities for
the protection of people and property and maintaining water supplies or in
response to an emergency; uses in areas regulated by local coastal plans, which,
like the SEAS, have supplemental regulations to balance development and
preservation in these areas; and existing uses that were legally established. In
the future, permits may be approved to extend an existing use that was legally
established; however, a new use within a SEA triggers a new review under the
new regulations."

2. Section III, SEA Ordinance Subsection, Other Permits and Processes in SEAs,
Los Angeles County Development Activities Item, page 5 of 36 (pdf page 8 of 39):
The following modification to the existing language should be incorporated as
follows:

"Other Los Angeles County departments are not usually required to apply for
permits from Regional Planning. However, the SEA program administered by
Regional Planning is a portion of the Los Angeles County's General Plan. The
General Plan serves as a guiding document for Los Angeles County's physical
change so the development activities conducted by other Los Angeles County
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departments within SEAs, such as building and water infrastructure and
maintaining public space, must be guided in part by the policies of the
General Plan. However, these development activities serve to further many
other General Plan goals, such as provision of water, roads, parks, or other
facilities to Los Angeles County residents."

If you have any questions regarding water resources comment Nos. 1 and 2, please
contact Greg Even of Public Works' Waterworks Division at (626) 300-3331 or
geven(a~dpw.lacounty.qov.

Transportation:

1. Section III, SEA Ordinance Subsection, Exemptions, Item, page 3 of 36 (pdf page
6 of 39): The following addition to the existing language is recommended to be
incorporated after the first paragraph as follows:

A. Department of Public Works (Public Works) Activities Exempt from
Re_gional Plannin_q review as it relates to the SEA ordinance:

i. Emerpencv Activities: In the event that emergency activities include
construction of new facilities, a brief project scope of work and location
map will be shared with Regional Planning after the fact. An emergency
activity may be defined as any activity necessary to restore operational
capabilities of public facilities or activities necessary to protect human lives
and properties after a major disaster event, such as earthquakes, flooding,
fires, etc. These activities may include, but are not limited to:

a. Replacement of failed culvert pipe.
b. Construction of corrugated metal pipe risers after wildfires.
c. Restoration of failed road segment following a flood.
d. Removal of accumulated sediment, rock, and/or vegetation on streams

under/at bridges or culverts if causing stream to flow on roadway.
e. Construction of debris trash racks.
f. Placement of rock rip-rap along the bank of a stream to protect the

roadway from erosion/failure.

ii. Maintenance Activities: These are non-emergency activities routinely
carried out by Public Works to maintain operational capabilities of
Public Works' and Flood Control District's facilities. These activities maV
include. but are not limited to:
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a. Pavement maintenance (crack sealing, chip sealing, slurry seal,
patching, resurfacing).

b. Shoulder grading that does not extend beyond previously disturbed
areas.

c. Vegetation control that does not extend beyond previously disturbed
areas.

d. Tree trimming.
e. Repair or replace existing guardrail.
f. Inspection and cleaning of drainage facilities.
g. Cleaning beach drains and clearing existing access roads.
h. Repair and reconstruction (in kind) of existing retaining walls if within

previously disturbed areas.
i. Inspection, repair, and replacement (in kind) of existing bridge elements

that do not require encroachment into the streambed.
j. Repair and reconstruction of rail and timber walls that does not extend

beyond previously disturbed areas.

B. Public Works Activities that may require Re_gional Plannin_q review as it
relates to the SEA ordinance:

These activities are considered maintenance activities that may potentially impact
the SEA's. Public Works staff will contact Regional Planning staff to discuss the
scope of the intended work. Project documents associated with these activities
will be forwarded to Regional Planning upon request for preliminary assessment
on their need to qo through the SEA review process. It is expected that these
activities will be forwarded to Regional Planning for at least a year upon the
adoption of the SEA ordinance to develop a more comprehensive understanding
on the selection criteria that will trigqer the need for a SEA review. These
activities may include. but are not limited to:

a. Construction/replacement of headwalls at culvert entrance%xit.
b. Placement of rock rip-rap along the bank of a stream to protect/prevent

roadway from erosion/failure.
c. Removal of accumulated sediment and/or vegetation as preventative

maintenance on streams at bridges or culverts.
d. Shoulder grading that extends beyond previously disturbed areas.
e. Vegetation control that extends beyond previously disturbed areas.
f. Removal of sloughaqe, slide material, and debris that extends beyond

previously disturbed areas.
g. Repair and reconstruction (in kind) of existing retaining walls.
h. Inspection, repair, and replacement (in kind) of existing bridge elements.
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i. Repair, and replacement (in kind) of existing bridge elements that require
encroachment into the streambed.

j. Proactive sediment, rock, and vegetation removals under bridges as
preventative maintenance.

k. Repair, reconstruction, or construction of new rail and timber walls that
extend beyond previously disturbed areas.

1. Repair, reconstruction, or construction of new retaining walls that extend
beyond previously disturbed areas.

C. Public Works Activities that will require Re_gional Plannin_q review as it
relates to the SEA ordinance:

Construction of new facilities, not exempt under emergency activities. A project
folder containing the protect scope of work, location map, environmental
documents, and any regulatory permit shall be prepared for these projects and
submitted to Regional Planning. These activities may include, but are not limited
to:

a. Maintenance projects or other cash contracts, which require the
discretionary action of the Board of Supervisors.

If you have any questions regarding transportation comment No. 1, please contact
Lani Alfonso of Public Works' Road Maintenance Division, Maintenance District No. 3,
at (310) 348-6448 or lalfonso(ci~dpw.lacounty.gov.

Development Services:

1. Section IV, Development Standards Subsection, Streets and Highways—Wildlife
Crossings, page 7 of 36 (pdf page 10 of 39): Public Works does not necessarily
disagree with the implementation of crossing points for the safe passage of
species for the construction of new streets and highways that bisect habitat
linkages and wildlife corridors as described in concept in this section. However,
further discussion with Regional Planning staff prior to adoption of the SEA
ordinance and implementation of the SEA program guide will be necessary to
discuss options to implement the safe passage of the species.

In addition, further discussion is necessary to discuss the conditioning/enforcement
process behind these types of facilities when a street or highway already exists as
there is potential for a Regional Planning condition to greatly impact facilities within
the public right of way.
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Lastly, further discussion is necessary to discuss which entity will be responsible
for the ongoing maintenance activities of these proposed wildlife crossings.

At the conclusion of the February 18, 2014, ordinance coordination meeting it was
our understanding that Regional Planning would be consulting with the staff
biologists and other subject matter experts that typically look at wildlife crossing
designs to provide applicable recommendations as to what should be included in
the program guide. Public Works looks forward to the outcome of
Regional Planning's dialogue with these individuals so that we can collaborate on
the specifics of the design/maintenance responsibilities of these facilities. It is our
belief that the inclusion of these specifics in the program guide is an important
aspect because the guide currently only provides information that is conceptual in
nature; however, Section 22.52.2940.C.1.a of the attached SEA ordinance—Draft 4
dated December 5, 2013, (page 32 of 46) refers to the program guide as providing
specific wildlife crossing "designs."

If you have any questions regarding development services comment No. 1, have any
other questions, or require additional information, please contact Juan Sarda of
Land Development Division at (626) 458-4921 or jsarda(c~dpw.lacounty.gov.

JS:tb

bc: Road Maintenance (Alfonso)
Waterworks (Even)


