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County to weigh zoning changes 

By: Charles F. Bostwick 

Nearly 300 square miles of farmland and desert in the Antelope Valley would be 
opened to solar or wind-power facilities without needing zone change hearings 
under a proposed new Antelope Valley Area Plan up for consideration Saturday by 
the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commission. 

Zone changes proposed to accompany the plan would change 190,000 acres from 
light agricultural - or A-1 - zoning, which does not allow electrical generating 
facilities, to heavy agriculture - or A-2 - zoning, which does. The proposal alarms 
rural Valley residents who have fought solar and wind-power projects and who 
say it means less chance for the public to be heard. 

"If everything is A-2, it would be decided by the planning commission. There 
would be no recourse to the Board of Supervisors unless we came up with over 
$800 to file an appeal," said Susan Zahnter, a resident of Three Points, west of 
Lake Hughes. 

Meanwhile, leaders of the Antelope Valley Board of Trade, the Greater Antelope 
Valley Association of Realtors and a "Blue Ribbon Committee" of community 
leaders appointed by county Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich objects to a 
proposed expansion of "significant ecological areas" from 250,000 acres - about 
390 square miles - to 400,000 acres, saying the expansion will reduce property 
values, tax revenues and development opportunities. 

A public hearing on the plan, which has been in the works for more than six years, 
is scheduled for 10 a.m. Saturday in the theater at Antelope Valley College, 3041 
West Ave. K. Regional planning commissioners, who are appointed by county 
supervisors, are expected to vote Saturday on the plan because they are under a 
deadline to get their recommendations to the Board of Supervisors by November. 
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The Board of Supervisors will make the final decision on the plan, which is a 
document containing maps and rules that provides guidance for future land 
development and conservation. 

The area plan, last updated in 1986, governs land use in the Valley's 
unincorporated areas such as Acton, Lake Los Angeles, Littlerock and Quartz Hill. 
State law requires that the plan be revised to reflect current conditions and to 
guide the growth and change that will occur over the next 20 years. 

While the heavy agricultural zoning is proposed for most of the undeveloped land 
outside Palmdale and Lancaster, the proposal would leave light agriculture zoning 
in areas near Lake Los Angeles, Sun Village, Littlerock, Pearblossom and Llano, as 
well as in Acton and Leona Valley. Light agricultural zoning is also proposed to 
remain in the Three Points area and around Neenach in the far western Valley. 

The plan also proposes allowing subdivisions with up to five homes per acre on 
Tejon Ranch land along Highway 138 east of Interstate 5, earmarked for the 
23,000-home Centennial master-planned community that was unveiled in 2002 
but stalled by the Great Recession. 

The plan also proposes three "economic opportunity areas" where residential 
development would be promoted as part of a wider mixed-use strategy. 

The West Economic Opportunity Area is along Highway 138, where the Centennial 
project is proposed and along Interstate 5 at Gorman. 

The East Economic Opportunity Area takes in Lake Los Angeles, Littlerock, Sun 
Village, Pearblossom and Llano. The Central Economic Opportunity Area adjoins 
Lancaster's northern city limits and takes in land north, west and east of William J. 
Fox Airfield. 

In a joint statement issued Tuesday, the Greater Antelope Valley Association of 
Realtors, the Antelope Valley Board of Trade and the Blue Ribbon Committee 
objected to the significant ecological area expansion, saying it has been shown on 
the proposed area plan's map since June 20, with no community meetings since 
then to explain the idea or obtain local input. 



The groups said they believe the expansion should be dropped and that 
significant ecological area designations be omitted from three economic 
opportunity areas. 

"Setting aside these EOAs and exempting them from SEAs is a balanced approach 
between preservation, appropriate growth and visionary land use planning," the 
statement said. "We anticipate many fiscal ramifications or consequences if the 
current plan is adopted as is. Preserving the Antelope Valley by 'down-zoning' can 
have the effect of reduced property values, reduced tax roll revenues and 
reduced development opportunities." 

The groups also said too many other county land-use plans are undergoing review 
simultaneously to adequately review. Those include the Significant Ecological 
Area ordinance, the Hillside Management Area ordinance, the Renewable Energy 
Implementing ordinance, the Climate Change Master Plan and the countywide 
General Plan update. 
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