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INTRODUCTION 

This paper is a revised draft of Los Angeles County’s new parking and sign regulations. It is 
based on an analysis of Los Angeles County’s existing zoning regulations and General Plan 
policies and builds upon previous consultant team recommendations from the Issues and 
Options and Framework for Zoning papers and the Annotated Outline, as well as feedback 
from County staff regarding the initial drafts of these two chapters. In this second revision, 
further graphics have been added to the both the parking and signs chapters.  

Parking Regulations 

This chapter has been revised to reflect comments from staff. Many instances of repetition 
have been resolved, and thus some chapters have grown in size while others have become less 
prominent. Graphics have been reorganized so that related images are closer to one another 
and progress in a logical order. Other major changes to this chapter include: 

• Standards for large parking areas have been expanded in order to provide clearer, 
numerical expectations for parking space grouping and pedestrian circulation; 

• Alternative compliance via valet parking and transportation demand programs now 
require a CUP rather than a MUP; 

• The table for “required parking spaces” has been moved to an appendix at the end of 
this discussion paper; 

• Many smaller changes have been made in accordance with staff feedback. 

Because the County’s current ordinance treats transitional parking as a separate use, this set 
of standards, as well as for park-and-ride lots, will be proposed as an addendum to the 
Standards for Specific Uses. 

Sign Regulations 

Various changes to the signs chapter have been made to reflect staff feedback. Some graphics 
that were removed in the previous draft have been reinserted into the appropriate section. 
Additional graphics requested by staff will be provided upon further consultation. Some 
additional definitions have been added to the final section as requested. Additionally, 
standards for subdivision sales, entry, and special-feature signs have been added to the 
Temporary Signs section. 
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Chapter 22.68: Parking and Loading 
Sections:  

22.68.010 Purpose 
22.68.020 Applicability 
22.68.030 General Provisions 
22.68.040 Exemptions, Reductions and Special Area Standards 
22.68.050 Off-Street Parking Spaces Required 
22.68.060 Accessible Parking (for Persons with Disabilities) 
22.68.070 Unlisted Uses; Establishment of Other Parking Ratios 
22.68.080 Calculations 
22.68.090 Ownership 
22.68.100 Bicycle Parking  
22.68.110 Motorcycle and Scooter Parking  
22.68.120 Use of Required Parking Areas 
22.68.130 Exceptions 
22.68.140 Location of Parking Areas 
22.68.150 Parking Area Design 
22.68.160 Alternative Compliance 
22.68.170 Loading 

22.68.010 Purpose 

The specific purposes of the off-street parking and loading regulations are to: 

A. Ensure that adequate off-street parking and loading facilities are provided for new 
land uses and major alterations to existing uses. 

B. Avoid the negative impacts associated with spillover parking into adjacent 
neighborhoods, and minimizing the negative environmental and urban design 
impacts that can result from parking lots, driveways, and drive aisles within parking 
lots.  

C. Address the circulation and access needs of cyclists and pedestrians by requiring 
bicycle parking facilities and promoting parking lot designs that offer safe and 
attractive pedestrian routes. 

D. Establish standards and regulations for safe and well-designed parking, unloading, 
and vehicle circulation areas that minimize conflicts between pedestrian and vehicles 
within parking lots and, where appropriate, buffer from surrounding land uses;   

E. Offer flexible means of minimizing the amount of land area devoted to parking of 
automobiles by allowing reductions in the number of required parking spaces in 
transit-served locations, for shared parking facilities and for other situations expected 
to have lower vehicle parking demand.  

F. Reduce urban run off and heat island effect.   
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22.68.020 Applicability 

A. New Development. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the parking and loading 
standards of this chapter apply to all new buildings constructed and all new uses 
established in all zones. 

B. Enlargements and Expansions, Change of Use or Occupancy 

1. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the parking and loading standards of this 
chapter apply whenever an existing building or use is enlarged or expanded to 
include additional dwelling units, floor area, seating capacity, employees or 
other units of measurement used for establishing off-street parking and 
loading requirements. 

2. In the case of enlargements or expansions triggering requirements for 
additional parking or loading, additional off-street parking and loading spaces 
are required only to serve the enlarged or expanded area. 

C. Damage or Destruction. When a use that has been involuntarily damaged or 
destroyed is re-established, off-street parking or loading facilities must also be re-
established or continued in operation in an amount equal to the number maintained 
at the time of such damage or destruction. It is not necessary, however, to restore or 
maintain parking or loading facilities in excess of those required by this ordinance. 

22.68.030 General Provisions 

A. No Reduction in Off-Street Parking Spaces.  Off-street parking spaces established as 
of the effective date of this ordinance shall not be reduced in number during the 
entire life of such building or land use below that which would be required for a new 
building or use of a similar type constructed under the requirements of this code.  No 
property owner shall sublease, subrent, or encumber the off-street parking spaces 
required by this Chapter. 

B. Fractional Spaces.  If the number of off-street parking spaces required by this chapter 
contains a fraction, such number shall be changed to the nearest whole number.  For 
example, if computed requirements equal 9.5 spaces, 10 spaces shall be required.  If 
9.4 spaces are required, 9.0 spaces shall be required. 

C. Computation of Required Parking Per Residential Use.  Residential parking for 
second unit, multiple-family and condominium developments is based on the 
number of bedrooms.   

D. Vertical Clearance. Entrances to and vertical clearances within parking structures 
shall have a minimum vertical clearance of eight feet two inches where required for 
accessibility to parking spaces for the handicapped. 

E. Other Requirements.  The off-street parking requirements set forth in this chapter are 
nonexclusive and shall not be deemed to repeal, modify, or otherwise affect such off-
street parking requirements or regulations as may be set forth in other parts of this 
code. If the off-street parking requirements of this chapter with respect to any 
property, building, or use should be different from those applicable to such property, 
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building, or use under or by virtue of any provision or provisions of other parts of 
this code, then the more stringent off-street parking requirements shall apply, except 
as otherwise approved by the Director. 

22.68.040 Exemptions 

A. Retail Sales and Service Uses.  Retail sales and service uses as defined in Chapter 
22.132 (Use Classifications) in the CN and MX zones are not required to provide off-
street parking for the first 1,500 square feet of gross floor area. Any use that occupies 
1,500 square feet or less is not required to provide off-street parking.  

22.68.050 Off-Street Parking Spaces Required 

All covered and uncovered off-street parking spaces required by Table 22.68.060-A shall be 
improved and maintained in accordance with the requirements of this chapter unless an 
exemption, reduction or special area standard applies (see Section 22.68.040). In lieu of strict 
compliance with these minimum requirements, qualified applicants may seek approval of an 
alternative compliance parking plan pursuant to Section 22.68.150 or a Conditional Use 
Permit for less than required parking pursuant to the procedures of Division 7. Unless 
otherwise approved, the required parking spaces shall be located on the same building site as 
the use or building they are intended to serve.  

[See Appendix A for a working version of this table.] 

22.68.060 Accessible Parking (for Persons with Disabilities) 

A. Number Required: 

1. All nonresidential parking lots accessible to the public, with the exception of 
parking lots providing 100 percent valet parking with an approved parking 
permit or parking lots for facilities providing medical care and other services 
for persons with mobility impairments, shall provide parking spaces 
designated for use by handicapped persons, in the number indicated by the 
following table: 

TABLE 22.68.060 A: NUMBER OF ACCESSIBLE SPACES REQUIRED 
Total Number of Parking Spaces Number of Accessible Spaces Required 
1-100 1 space per 25 total spaces or fraction thereof 
101-200 4 plus 1 space per 50 total spaces or fraction 

thereof over 100 
201-500 6 plus 1 space per 100 total spaces or fraction 

thereof over 200 
501-1000 2 percent of the total number of spaces 
1001 or more 20 plus 1 space per 100 total spaces or fraction 

thereof over 1000 

 

2. Parking lots for facilities providing medical care and other services for persons 
with mobility impairments shall include the number of accessible parking 
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spaces specified below. If the facility is not included in either of the categories 
specified below, accessible spaces shall be provided as in Table 22.68.060 A. 

a. Outpatient Units and Facilities. 10 percent of the total number of 
parking spaces provided. 

b. Units and Facilities for Persons with Mobility Impairments. 20 percent 
of the total number of parking spaces provided. 

3. When fewer than five parking spaces are provided, one van accessible space 
shall be required.  The space shall be 17 feet wide and lined to provide a nine-
foot parking area and a eight-foot loading and unloading area. This space is 
not required to be reserved exclusively or identified for use by the 
handicapped only. 

B. Van Accessible Spaces Required 

1. When the total number of physically disabled parking spaces has been 
determined, the following number of spaces is to be made available for van 
accessible spaces: 

a. One in every eight accessible spaces, 

b. One van accessible space minimum. 

22.68.060 
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C. Location. Parking spaces for the physically handicapped shall be located as near as 
practical to a primary entrance.  

1. If only one space is provided, it shall be 17 feet wide and striped to provide a 
nine-foot parking area and an eight foot loading and unloading area.  

2. When more than one space is provided, in lieu of providing a 1 foot wide 
space for each parking space, two spaces can be provided within a 23-foot 
wide area striped to provide a nine-foot parking area on each side of a five-
foot loading and unloading area in the center.  

3. The minimum length of each parking space shall be 18 feet.  

D. Encroachment. In each parking area, a wheel stop or curb shall be provided and 
located to prevent encroachment of cars over the required width of walkways. Also, 
the space shall be so located that a handicapped person is not compelled to wheel or 
walk behind parked cars other than their own. Pedestrian ways which are accessible to 
the physically handicapped shall be provided from each such parking space to related 
facilities, including curb cuts or ramps as needed. Ramps shall not encroach into any 
parking space. However, ramps located at the front of parking spaces for the 
physically handicapped may encroach into the length of such spaces when such 
encroachment does not limit a handicapped person’s capability to leave or enter their 
vehicle. 

E. Slopes. Surface slopes of parking spaces for the physically handicapped shall be the 
minimum possible and shall not exceed one-quarter inch per foot (2.083 percent 
slope) in any direction. 

F. Marking. The surface of each parking space shall have a surface identification sign 
duplicating the symbol of accessibility in blue paint, at least three square feet in size. 

22.68.070 Unlisted Uses; Establishment of Other Parking Ratios 

A. Upon receipt of an application for a use for which no parking ratio is established in 
Section 22.68.050, the Director shall apply the parking ratio that applies to the most 
similar use.   

22.68.080 Calculations 

The following rules apply when calculating the number of parking spaces required:  

A. Multiple Uses. Unless otherwise expressly stated, when two or more uses are located 
on the same parcel of land or within the same building, the number of off-street 
parking spaces required shall be the sum total of the requirements of the various 
individual uses computed separately in accordance with this chapter.   
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B. Area-Based Standards 

1. Unless otherwise expressly stated, all area-based (square footage) parking 
standards must be computed on the basis of gross floor area, which is to be 
determined by the outside dimensions of the building or tenant space, less any 
area within the building devoted to parking.  

2. The Director is authorized to determine the area measurement for uses or 
portions of uses not located within buildings in accordance with the method 
of determining the occupant load contained in the Building Code (Title 26). 

22.68.090 Ownership 

A. Except as otherwise expressly allowed in this chapter, required off-street parking and 
loading spaces must either be owned by the owner of the principal use required to be 
served by the parking or loading spaces or the owner of the principal use served must 
have the right to use such space by virtue of a recorded lease for a term of not less 
than 20 years. Such lease must include a provision requiring that upon expiration or 
cancellation, the party using the parking spaces provided by such lease, prior to the 
effective date of such expiration or cancellation, must notify the director of such 
expiration or cancellation. If the lease is cancelled, expires or is otherwise voided, 
other parking must be provided in accordance with this chapter. If the required 
parking is not provided for any use covered by the former lease, such use shall be 
immediately terminated. 

B. Ownership, or a 20-year lease of required parking space is not necessary if another 
alternative is specifically allowed by a parking permit approved in accordance with 
Chapter 22.98. 

22.68.100 Bicycle Parking  

A. Spaces Required 

1. Bicycle parking is required for multi-unit residential buildings and 
nonresidential development. Unless otherwise expressly stated, buildings and 
uses subject to bicycle parking requirements must provide at least 3 bicycle 
parking spaces or at least one bicycle space per 10 off-street vehicle parking 
spaces actually provided, whichever is greater.  

B. Design and Location 

1. General. Required bicycle parking spaces must: 

a. Consist of racks or lockers anchored so that they cannot be easily 
removed and must be of solid construction, resistant to rust, 
corrosion, hammers, and saws; 

b. Preferably use “Inverted-U” bike racks, although alternative designs 
may be approved by the Director; 

c. Be designed so as not to cause damage to the bicycle; 
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d. Facilitate easy locking without interference from or to adjacent 
bicycles; and 

e. Racks that support a bicycle primarily through the wheel is 
prohibited. 

2. Size. Required bicycle parking spaces must have minimum dimensions of 2 
feet in width by 6 feet in length, with a minimum overhead vertical clearance 
of 7 feet.  

3. Location.  

a. Required bicycle parking spaces must be located in convenient, 
visible, well-lighted areas without interfering with pedestrian 
movements.  The bike racks shall not be more than 300 feet from the 
main entrance to the building or from internal elevator access to 
upper floors if located in a basement garage. 

b. Required bicycle parking may be located indoors or outdoors. Such 
spaces must be located on private property. If required bicycle parking 
facilities are not visible from the abutting street or the main entrance, 
signs must be posted indicating their location. 

22.68.110 Motorcycle and Scooter Parking  

A. For any nonresidential use providing 50 or more off-street spaces, 2 required off-
street parking spaces per 50 vehicle spaces must be set aside for motorcycle and 
scooter parking.   

B. Each designated motorcycle parking space must be at least 4 feet wide and 8 feet in 
length, and identified with pavement striping and a sign.   

22.68.120 Use of Required Parking Areas 

A. Required off-street parking spaces are intended to serve residents, tenants, patrons, 
employees, or guests of the principal use unless shared parking is authorized per 
Section 22.58.160 D. 

B. Required off-street parking areas may be used solely for the parking of licensed motor 
vehicles in operating condition. Required spaces may not be used for the display of 
goods for sale or lease or for storage of building materials.  

C. No motor vehicle repair work of any kind is permitted in a required parking space in 
all zones. For the purpose of this section, “motor vehicle repair work” means 
servicing, maintenance, upgrade, or repair of any part of a vehicle by the vehicle’s 
owner or any individual, regardless of whether the service is provided for free or for a 
fee.    

D. Off-street parking in residential zones may be used solely for the parking of passenger 
motor vehicles or commercial vehicles that are less than 6,000pounds.  



LA County Zoning Ordinance Update 

8 

E. Recreational Vehicle Parking in Residential Areas 

1. A recreational vehicle less than 11 feet in height and 25 feet in length may be 
stored in the interior side yard, or rear yard of a residential lot, as long as it 
does not impair visibility of motorists. In addition, any RV more than 11 feet 
in height or 25 feet in length must be stored at least five feet from the side and 
rear property lines on an approved surface, such as concrete, asphalt, or any 
other surface approved by the county engineer.  

2. No more than one recreation vehicle can be parked or stored on a single 
residential lot. 

22.68.130 Location of Parking Areas 

A. General. Except as otherwise expressly stated in this ordinance required parking 
spaces must be located on the same lot as the use to be served by the parking. For the 
purposes of this section, transitional parking spaces separated only by an alley from 
the use served will be considered to be located on the same lot or parcel.  

1. Residential Zones. The following standards apply in all residential zones, 

a. Parking is prohibited in front and corner side setbacks, except as 
otherwise expressly stated, provided that parking spaces for detached 
houses, zero lot line houses, attached houses, and two-unit houses 
may be located on an approved driveway in the front setback. 

b. No more than 50 percent of the front yard area in a residential zone 
may be paved or used for vehicle use. On corner lots, not more than 
20 percent of the street side yard area may be paved or used for vehicle 
use. All remaining areas of front and street side yards must be 
available for landscaping. 

2. Commercial and Manufacturing Zones. In, commercial and manufacturing 
zones, parking is prohibited in  required front and street side setbacks and in 
required landscape areas.  
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B. Setbacks 

22.68.130 
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22.68.150 Parking Area Design 

The parking area design standards of this section apply to all off-street parking areas. 

A. General Standards 

1. Universal Parking Spaces.  Spaces must have a minimum width of 8.5 feet and 
a minimum depth of 18 feet, based on a 90-degree parking layout. 

2. Parallel Parking Spaces. Parallel parking spaces must have a minimum width 
of 8.5 feet and a minimum depth of 26 feet. Maneuvering aisles adjacent to 
parallel spaces must have a minimum width of 12 feet. 

3. Tandem Space. When two or more parking spaces are reserved or required for 
a single dwelling unit, such spaces may be developed as tandem parking 
spaces. Tandem parking spaces must have a minimum width of 8.5 feet and a 
minimum depth of 36 feet to accommodate two vehicles. 

4. Covered Parking. Required parking spaces may be uncovered unless 
otherwise expressly stated. Parking spaces that are required to be covered 
must be provided in a garage, carport or other customary vehicle storage 
structure that complies with all applicable codes and ordinances. Tarps or 
other temporary structures do not count toward required covered parking 
spaces. 

B. Striping and Marking  

1. Each parking space must be clearly striped with paint or other similar 
distinguishable material, except spaces established in a garage or carport 
having not more than 3 parking spaces. 

2. Striping for parking spaces may be modified by the director if there is a dual 
use of the parking facility or if an alternate surfacing material is allowed 
pursuant to subsection D, below. In approving such modification by site plan 
the director is authorized to require suitable alternate means of marking the 
spaces. 

C. Wheel Stops and Vehicle Encroachment 

1. Wheel stops must be provided for parking lots with a slope of more than 3 
percent, except that the installation of wheel stops is optional for parking 
stalls oriented at right angles to the direction of slope. Wheel stops are also 
required on the perimeter of parking lots that are adjacent to walls, fences or 
pedestrian walkways and when abutting landscaped areas. 

2. Regardless of whether wheel stops are required or provided, parked vehicles 
may not encroach on nor extend over any sidewalk or landscaping. 
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D. Surfacing  

1. Where access to an off-street parking area is from a street or alley that is paved 
with asphaltic or concrete surfacing, such parking areas, as well as the 
maneuvering areas and driveways used for access, must be paved with: 

a. Asphalt or concrete per Public Works requirements; 

b. The director may approve alternatives to asphalt or concrete paving, 
when: 

i. Althernative paving materials, when installed according to 
manufacturer’s specifications, shall provide a suitable, all-
weather, load-bearing surface to support passenger cars and 
light-duty trucks.   

ii. Alternative paving surfaces for maximum vehicle weight of 
45,000 lbs., 

iii. The director may approve such alternative paving to achieve 
aesthetic and environmental objectives, such as improved 
appearance, increased water percolation, reduced erosion and 
runoff, increased aeration and water for tree roots, reduced 
glare, and increased area available for landscaping. Upon 
finding that the alternative paving will provide public aesthetic 
or environmental benefits, and is equal to or better than 
asphalt or concrete paving in terms of public safety, 
performance, strength, quality and durability, and 

 

iv. The alternate shall also approved by the department of public 
works. The county engineer may approve or deny such 
alternative surfacing materials based on the relevant criteria 
established in this subsection. 

E. Access/Driveways  

1. Access (e.g., driveways) to parking areas that serve nonresidential uses must 
be designed to allow vehicles to enter and/or exit (to the street) in a forward 
motion.  

2. Single-Family Residences. Access (e.g., driveways) to parking areas for single-
family and two-family residences must comply with the following standards: 

a. Driveways must be at least 10 feet in width. 

b. If the driveway is required to be paved, the pavement must be at least 
10 feet in width for its entire length, except that a center strip over 
which the wheels of a vehicle will not pass in normal use need not be 
paved. 
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3. Multiple Residences. Access (e.g., driveways) to parking areas that serve 3 or 
more dwelling units must comply with the following standards: 

a. Parking lots must be designed to allow vehicles to enter and exit (to 
the street) in a forward motion.  

b. Driveways must be at least 10 feet in width. 

c. If the driveway is required to be paved, or an alternate paving as 
described above, the pavement must be at least 10 feet in width for its 
entire length, except that a center strip over which the wheels of a 
vehicle will not pass in normal use need not be paved. 

d. Driveways longer than 50 feet in length must include a landscaped 
median with a minimum width of three feet. 

e. Unless modified by the director or county engineer because of 
topographical or other conditions, no portion of a driveway providing 
access to parking spaces may exceed a slope of 20 percent.  

F. Semi-Circular Driveway Standards 

1. Semi-circular driveways are permitted on lots in the RS and AG zones, 
provided the linear frontage (or width) of the lot is at least 70 feet.  

2. Semi-circular driveways are also permitted on corner lots with at least 70 feet 
of linear frontage on each street. 

3. All driveways, including both ends of a semi-circular driveway, must meet the 
minimum standards for distances from intersections, , spacing from 
driveways on adjacent parcels, width, paving or other surfacing materials, as 
established by requirements of the Public Works.   

4. The surface area of all paved driveways, including semi-circular driveways, on 
a site will count toward the total permissible lot coverage or maximum 
impervious surface area for the entire lot.  

5. Automobiles must not be parked between the street property line and the 
front of a residential unit except on a driveway leading to a garage or carport, 
or a semi-circular driveway. Parking of automobiles, recreational vehicles, or 
any other vehicle on semi-circular driveways must adhere to the general 
requirements for off-street parking in residential areas as provided in Section 
22.68.140. 

G. Large Parking Areas. Surface parking lots (i.e., outdoor, ground-level parking lots) 
containing more than 50 parking spaces must: 

1. Be grouped so as to be visually and functionally segmented. Groups of spaces 
shall be separated by landscaped islands at least six feet in all interior 
dimensions at a ratio of one island per eight stalls for non-residential 
development, and one island per six stalls for residential development; 



Parking and Sign Regulations 

19 

2. Contain distinct vehicular and pedestrian circulation systems. Parking lots 
with more than 50 parking spaces must have distinct and dedicated pedestrian 
access from the principal use to parking areas and public sidewalks, according 
to the following standards: 

a. Connection to Public Sidewalk. An on-site walkway shall connect the 
main building entry to a public sidewalk on each street frontage. Such 
walkway shall be the shortest practical distance between the main 
building entry and sidewalk, generally no more than 125 percent of 
the straight-line distance.  

b. Materials and Width. Walkways shall provide at least four feet of 
unobstructed width and be hard-surfaced.  

c. Identification. Pedestrian walkways shall be clearly differentiated from 
driveways, parking aisles, and parking and loading spaces through the 
use of elevation changes, a different paving material, or similar 
method.  

d. Separation. Where a pedestrian walkway is parallel and adjacent to an 
auto travel lane, it must be raised and separated from the auto travel 
lane by a raised curb at least six inches high, bollards, or other physical 
barrier. 

H. Slope. Parking lots may not have a slope exceeding 5 percent, except for access ramps 
or driveways which may not exceed a slope of 20 percent. 

 

22.68.160 Alternative Compliance 

A. Scope. This section authorizes several means of alternative compliance with the 
standards of this chapter. 

B. Minor Use Permit Required. Applicants seeking approval of an alternative 
compliance parking plan must secure approval of a Minor Use Permit in compliance 
with the Minor Use Permit procedures of Chapter 22.100.  Projects that don’t qualify 
for a MUP must obtain a Conditional Use Permit for less than required paring in 
compliance with Chapter 22.98.  

C. Authorized Alternatives. The Director is authorized to approve alternative 
compliance parking permits through the specified permits for the following: 

1. Shared parking (MUP required; See D); 

2. Off-site parking (MUP required; See E); 

3. Special facilities for cyclists (MUP required; See F); 

4. Valet parking (CUP required; See G); 
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5. Transportation demand management programs (CUP required; See H); 

6. Transit accessibility (MUP required; See I); and 

7. Other arrangements expressly authorized in the parking permit procedures of 
Division 7 or in other sections of this ordinance. 

D. Shared Parking  

1. Description. Shared parking represents an arrangement in which two or more 
nonresidential uses with different peak parking periods (hours of operation) 
use the same off-street parking spaces to meet their off-street parking 
requirements. 

2. Authorization and Criteria 

a. A Minor Use Permit may be approved, allowing shared parking 
arrangements for nonresidential uses with different hours of 
operation.  

b. Up to 50 percent of the parking required for one use to be supplied by 
the off-street parking spaces provided for another use if the Director 
determines that the various activities will have peak parking demands 
at different periods of the day or week.  

c. In order to approve a Minor Use Permit for shared parking, the 
Director must find, based on competent evidence provided by the 
applicant, that there is no conflict in the principal operating hours of 
the uses for which the sharing of parking is proposed. 

d. A request for approval of a shared parking arrangement must be 
accompanied by such information determined by the Director to be 
necessary to evaluate the peak parking demand characteristics or 
difference in hours and/or days of operation, including, but not 
limited to, a description of the uses and their operational 
characteristics, a site plan, and a parking study prepared by a licensed 
professional traffic engineer or equivalent qualified professional which 
justifies the reduction in parking requested. 

3. Location. Uses for which shared parking is proposed must be located on the 
same lot.  

4. Agreement. An agreement providing for the shared use of parking areas, 
executed by the parties involved, must be filed with the Director in a form 
approved by the Director. Shared parking privileges will continue in effect 
only as long as the agreement, binding on all parties, remains in force. 
Agreements must guarantee long-term availability of the parking, 
commensurate with the use served by the parking. If a shared parking 
agreement lapses or is no longer valid, then parking must be provided as 
otherwise required by this chapter.  The agreement shall be notarized and 
recorded. 
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E. Off-Site Parking. The Director may permit all or a portion of the required off-street 
parking spaces to be located on a remote and separate lot from the lot on which the 
principal use is located, subject to the standards of this section.  

1. Zoning Classification. Off-site parking areas are accessory to the principal 
uses that the parking spaces serve. Off-site parking areas must be located in a 
zone where the principal uses served by the parking area are permitted.   

2. Location and Off-Site Parking Agreement. The permissible location of off-site 
parking and the required contents of an off-site parking agreement between 
parties are subject to the same requirements of Section 22.68.160 D, Shared 
Parking.  

F. Special Facilities for Bicyclists. The Director may authorize a 20 percent reduction in 
the number of required off-street parking spaces for developments or uses that make 
special provisions to accommodate bicyclists. Examples of accommodations include 
enclosed bicycle lockers, employee shower facilities and dressing areas for employees. 
A reduction in parking may not be granted merely for providing outdoor bicycle 
parking spaces. 

G. Valet Parking. Valet parking may be authorized as a means of satisfying up to 100 
percent of otherwise applicable off-street parking ratios. In order to approve an 
alternative parking plan for valet parking the Director must make the required 
findings for a CUP and that the valet parking will not cause interference with the 
public use of rights-of-way or imperil public safety 

H. Transportation Demand Management Programs. The Director may authorize up to a 
50 percent reduction in the number of required off-street parking spaces for 
employers  that institute and commit to maintain a transportation demand 
management program, in accordance with the standards of this section.   

1. Required Study. The applicant must submit a report to the Director that 
clearly indicates the types of transportation demand management activities 
and measures proposed.  

2. Transportation Management Activities. The following transportation 
demand management activities may qualify for a reduction in otherwise 
required off-street parking ratios: 

a. The appointment of a transportation coordinator with responsibility 
for disseminating information on transit, ride-sharing and other 
alternative transportation options.  

b. The institution of off-peak work schedules, allowing employees to 
arrive at times other than the peak morning commute period. The 
peak morning commute period is defined as 7:00–9:00 a.m.  

c. The provision of specially marked spaces for each registered car pool 
and vanpool vehicles, located near building entrances or in other 
preferential locations.  
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d. The provision of cash or in-kind financial incentives for employees 
commuting by car pool, vanpool and public transit. 

I. Transit Accessibility. The Director may authorize up to a 40 percent reduction in 
parking ratios for uses located within 500 feet of a transit stop with 30-minute or 
more frequent service during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. This includes Metro Rail, Metro Link, and Bus Rapid Transit routes. 

22.68.170 Loading 

Every nonresidential use must provide and maintain on-site loading and unloading space as 
required in this section. 

A. Number of Spaces Required 

TABLE 22.68.170 A: OFF-STREET LOADING SPACES REQUIRED BY SIZE AND TYPE 
OF BUILDING 
Gross Floor Area  Minimum Number of Loading Spaces Required 
Office   
5,000 — 36,000 1 Type A 
36,000 + 2 Type A 
Commercial   
5,000 — 24,000 1 Type A 
24,000 — 60,000 2 Type A 
60,001 + 3 Type A 
Industrial   
0 — 18,000 1 Type B 
18,001 — 36,000 2 Type C 
36,001 — 90,000 3 Type C 
90,001 — 150,000 4 Type C 
150,001 + 5 Type C 
Warehouse   
0 — 18,000 1 Type B 
18,001 — 36,000 2 Type C 
36,001 — 50,000 3 Type C 
50,001 — 150,000 4 Type C 
150,001 + 5 Type C 

  

 

TABLE 22.68.170 B: MINIMUM DIMENSIONS FOR OFF-STREET LOADING FACILITIES 
 Type of Facility Required 
(See Table 22.68.160-A) 

Minimum Length Minimum Width Required Vertical Clearance 

Type A 24 feet 12 feet None 

Type B 30 feet 12 feet None  

Type C 40 feet 12 feet 14 feet 
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B. Loading spaces must be located so that commercial vehicles do not back onto a public 
street or alley. 

C. All maneuvering operations must be conducted on-site but not within required 
vehicle parking spaces. 

D. The number of loading spaces required may be modified by the Director in special 
circumstances involving, but not necessarily limited to, the nature of the use and the 
design of the project. Office and commercial uses with a gross floor area of less than 
5,000 square feet may be required to provide one Type A loading space when the 
director deems it appropriate in order to prevent traffic congestion in the parking lot 
or adjacent streets and highways.  

E. Design 

1. Space Size. Off-street loading spaces, excluding maneuvering areas, must be at 
least 10 feet wide and 25 feet long unless off-street loading will involve the use 
of semi-tractor trailer combinations or other vehicles in excess of 25 feet in 
length, in which case loading spaces must be at least 12 feet wide and 60 feet 
long. A minimum vertical clearance of 14 feet must be maintained. 

2. Surfacing and Maintenance. Loading areas and access drives must be paved 
and maintained with concrete, asphalt, or similar material of sufficient 
thickness and consistency to support anticipated traffic volumes and weights 
unless otherwise approved by the Director. 

F. Location. Loading areas and vehicle turn-around areas associated with deliveries 
and loading may not be located within 50 feet of a single-family residential zone or 
within 30 feet of any other residential zone. 
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Chapter 22.74: Signs  
Sections:  

22.74.010 Purpose 
22.74.020 Applicability 
22.74.030 Signs Not Requiring a Permit 
22.74.040 Prohibited Signs and Sign Characteristics  
22.74.050 Signs on Lots or Sites Divided by a Zone Boundary  
22.74.060 General Standards  
22.74.070 Sign Permits  
22.74.080 Sign Measurements  
22.74.090 Sign Standards by District and Sign Type  
22.74.100 Additional Sign Standards by Type   
22.74.110 Freeway-Oriented Signs 
22.74.120 Outdoor Advertising Signs 
22.74.130 Billboard Removal and Replacement Agreements 
22.74.140 Portable Outdoor Advertising Signs 
22.74.150 Temporary Signs  
22.74.160 Master Sign Program 
22.74.170 Murals 
22.74.180 Nonconforming and Illegal Signs 
22.74.190 Definitions 

22.74.010 Purpose 

The sign regulations of this chapter are intended to balance the public interest—in promoting 
a safe, well-maintained, and attractive county, with the interests of businesses, organizations, 
and individuals in ensuring the ability to identify and advertise products, services, and ideas. 
The regulations have the following specific objectives: 

A. To ensure that signs are designed, constructed, installed and maintained in a way that 
protects life, health, property, and the public welfare and is compatible with 
surrounding architecture and neighborhood;  

B. To allow signs as a means of communication and a way to promote economic vitality, 
while at the same time avoiding nuisances to nearby properties; 

C. To support the desired character of the county and promote an attractive visual 
environment; 

D. To allow for adequate and effective signs, while preventing signs from dominating the 
appearance of the area; and 

E. To ensure that the constitutionally guaranteed right of free speech is protected. 

22.74.020 Applicability 

All signs within unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County are subject to the regulations of 
this chapter, and all other provisions of this ordinance, unless exempt by Section 22.74.030. 
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22.74.030 Signs Not Requiring a Permit 

The following signs are exempt from the regulations of this chapter, and they do not count 
toward the total sign area limit for a site, provided they conform to the specified standards.  

A. Building Identification Signs. Building identification signs not exceeding one square 
foot in area in residential zones, or six square feet in area in all nonresidential zones.  

B. Change of Business Signs. Temporary signs announcing the opening of a new 
business. No Change of Business Sign shall exceed 20 percent of a business’s front 
building façade area or 100 square feet, whichever is less, nor extend above the second 
floor line. Signs shall be removed within 30 days of the opening of the new business. 

C.  “Open During Construction” Signs. Temporary signs used to in lieu of permanent 
sign for any use where, due to construction activities, the primary entrance to the 
building is blocked from the street by barricades or related construction materials or 
equipment. Such signs may be placed at the beginning of construction activity and 
shall be removed within 30 days of the final building inspection.  

D. Construction Signs. One construction sign per street frontage. Such signs shall be 
externally illuminated only. Signs shall be removed from the property within 30 days 
of the issuance of the certificate of occupancy. Additionally, signs shall comply with 
the following standards: 

1. In RS, RM, RHD, RMI, AL, AG, OS, and W Districts.  

a. Maximum Area. Construction Signs shall have a maximum sign area 
of 6 square feet for lots with a street frontage of less than 100 linear 
feet, and a maximum sign area of 32 square feet for lots with a street 
frontage of 100 or more linear feet.  

b. Maximum Height. The maximum height of construction signs 
mounted to a wall shall be equal to the highest point of the parapet 
wall or lowest point of the sloping roof. Freestanding construction 
signs shall have a maximum height of 8 feet.  

2. In CG, CN, CS, CR, MX, IL, IG, IB, and PS Districts 

a. Maximum Area. Signs shall have a maximum area of 48 square feet 
for lots with a street frontage of less than 100 linear feet. For lots with 
a street frontage exceeding 100 linear feet, signs shall have a maximum 
area of 48 square feet plus one-half square foot per linear foot of street 
frontage over 100 feet. Such signs shall not exceed an area of 100 
square feet.  

b. Maximum Height. The maximum height of construction signs 
mounted to a wall shall be equal to the highest point of the parapet 
wall or lowest point of the sloping roof. Freestanding construction 
signs shall have a maximum height of 16 feet. 
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E. Equipment Signs. Signs, not more than four square feet in area, incorporated into 
displays, machinery or equipment by a manufacturer, distributor or vendor and 
identifying or advertising only the product or service dispensed by the machine or 
equipment, such as signs customarily fixed to automated teller machines (ATMs), 
gasoline pumps, vending machines, menu boards and umbrellas. 

 

F. Flags. Flags and insignia of any government or nongovernmental organization are 
allowed. Flags shall have a maximum length to height ratio of 2 to 1, and a maximum 
height of 30 percent of the pole’s height. Freestanding flagpoles shall have a maximum 
height of 50 feet and a minimum setback from property lines of 110 percent of the 
pole’s height. Wall-mounted or suspended flagpoles shall have a maximum height of 
15 feet above the highest point of the building or structure to which it is attached. 
Flags displayed in connection with a commercial promotion are excluded from the 
requirements of this division.  

G. Garage Sale Signs. Temporary garage sale signs, subject to the standards in Section 
22.68.190, Temporary Signs. 

H. Historical Signs. Signs identified as historical in the County’s sign inventory are 
exempt from the requirements of this Chapter. 

 

          FIGURE 22.74.030-E: EQUIPMENT SIGNS 
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I. Holiday Decorations. Holiday displays on non-residential properties not exceeding a 
total of six weeks of display during any calendar year.  Holiday displays on residential 
properties do not require a permit. 
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J. Interior Signs. Signs that are located in interior areas of a building or site and are not 
visible from public streets or adjacent properties.  

K. Official Government Signs, Plaques, and Legal Notices. Official notices issued by a 
court, public body or office and posted in the performance of a public duty; notices 
posted by a utility or other quasi-public agent in the performance of a public duty or 
by any person given due legal notice; historical markers erected by a governmental 
body; or other signs required or authorized by law. 

L. Off-site Directional Signs. One off-site sign not exceeding 20 square feet, providing 
directions to real estate available for sale or lease, only with permission from the 
property owners of the site where the sign is placed is required.  The sign shall be 
removed after the property is leased or sold. 

M. Parking and Directional Signs. On-site parking and directional signs that do not 
include any advertising messages or symbols, provided that the signs do not exceed six 
square feet in area or four feet in height. Only one parking and directional sign is 
allowed per site entrance. 

N. Political Signs. Temporary political signs, subject to the standards in Section 
22.68.190, Temporary Signs.  

O. Real Estate Sales and “Open House” Signs. Temporary real estate sales and open 
house signs, subject to the standards in Section 22.68.190, Temporary Signs. 

P. Small Signs. Any sign no larger than eight square feet in area, attached to a window, 
building wall, or freestanding sign structure no higher than five feet. This exception 
includes, but is not limited to, commercial and non-commercial signs, freedom of 
speech signs, organization identification signs and commemorative plaques. 

Q. Subdivision Signs. On-site, temporary signs announcing the sale of a subdivision, 
subject to the standards in Section 22.68.190, Temporary Signs. 

R. Theatre Signs. Theatre sign copy or display changes on existing theatre marquee signs 
or permanently affixed display cases. 

22.74.040 Prohibited Signs and Sign Characteristics  

A. The following signs are prohibited in all zones: 

1. Portable signs, except as otherwise specifically permitted by this chapter; 

2. Moving or revolving signs, all or any portion of which rotate at a speed 
exceeding six revolutions per minute; 



Parking and Sign Regulations 

29 

3. Signs erected or painted upon, over or above the roof of a building or 
structure, or any sign affixed to the wall of a building so that it projects above 
the eave line of a roof, except as allowed in this chapter. No rooftop sign shall 
project above the roofline or parapet of the building or structure to which it is 
attached; 

 

4. Signs attached to or painted on an inoperable and unlicensed vehicle 
(motorized or non-motorized) located in view of the right-of-way;  

5. Permanent signs made of plywood, pressed board, or non-exterior grade 
wood products; and 

6. Temporary signs, except as otherwise specifically permitted by this chapter.  

B. The following sign characteristics may not be used on any sign in the County except 
where noted in this section:  

1. Exposed incandescent lamps with a rated wattage in excess of 40 watts or that 
contain either internal or external metal reflectors; 

2. Revolving beacon lights; or 

3. Continuous or sequential flashing, other than signs displaying time of day, 
atmospheric temperature or having programmable electronic messages, in 
which: 

a. More than one-third of the lights are turned on or off at one time, or 

b. The operation is located less than 100 feet on the same side of the 
street or highway from residentially or agriculturally zoned property. 



LA County Zoning Ordinance Update 

30 

4. Any system for display of time of day, atmospheric temperature or 
programmable electronic messages in which: 

a. The proposed display has any illumination which is in continuous 
motion or which appears to be continuous motion; or 

b. The message is changed at a rate faster than one message every four 
seconds; or 

c. The intensity of illumination changes, or 

d. The display is located less than 100 feet on the same side of the street 
or highway from residentially or agriculturally zoned property.  

5. Signs advertising or displaying any unlawful act, business, or purpose. 

C. Temporary signs, including strings of pennants, banners or streamers, clusters of 
flags, strings of twirlers or propellers, flares, inflatable devices, bubbles or free floating 
matter and similar attention-getting devices, including noise-emitting devices, except 
as specifically allowed in this chapter and not including the following permitted 
temporary sign types:  

1. National, state, local governmental, institutional or corporate flags, properly 
displayed; and  

2. Holiday decorations on non-residential properties, in season, used for a 
period not exceeding six weeks in any one calendar year. 

D. Devices projecting or otherwise reproducing the image of a sign or message on a 
sidewalk, wall, landscaping, or other exterior surface or object; 

E. Signs that interfere with any opening required for ventilation; and  

F. Signs emitting or amplifying sounds for the purpose of attracting attention. 

22.74.050 Signs on Lots or Sites Divided by a Zone Boundary  

Where a zone boundary divides a lot or site, the more restrictive sign regulations shall apply 
to the entire property.   

22.74.060 General Standards  

The following regulations apply to all signs in any zone: 

A. Allowable Sign Area. All signs shall conform to the maximum area requirements 
specified in Section 22.74.090 and Section 22.74.100 unless a different limit is 
approved under a Master Sign Program (see Section 22.74.160). 

B. Abandoned Signs. Sign faces shall be removed or made blank within 90 days after the 
activity, product, business, service or other use that was being advertised has ceased or 
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vacated the premises. Any signs not removed or made blank within this time shall be 
removed in accordance with Section 22.74.170. 

C. Illumination. Lighted signs or lighting devices must be directed or beamed in a 
manner that does not cause glare or illuminate a public street, highway, sidewalk, or 
adjacent premises to a degree that may constitute a traffic hazard or nuisance. 

D. Number of Faces. On-premise signs may be single-, double-, or multi-faced, 
provided: 

1. The distance between the faces of any double-faced sign, other than a V-
shaped projecting sign, is 36 inches or less; and 

2. The separation between the intersecting faces of any multi-faced sign or a 
double-faced projecting sign is 12 inches or less. Outdoor advertising signs 
may be double faced provided the distance between the faces of such signs is 
48 inches or less.  

E. Changeable Copy. Changeable copy shall cover no more than 40 percent of the total 
sign area for manually changeable signs. For electronic message center signs with copy 
that can be changed or altered by electric, electro-mechanical, electronic, or any other 
artificial energy means, the changeable portion of the sign shall cover no more than 25 
percent of the total sign area. The following uses are exempt from this restriction: 
movie theaters, gas stations, indoor theaters, schools, and colleges.  

F. Clearance from Utilities. Signs and their supporting structures shall maintain 
clearance from and not interfere with electrical conductors, communications 
equipment or lines, surface and underground facilities and conduits for water, 
sewage, gas, electricity and communications equipment or lines. Signs shall not be 
placed in public utility easements unless express written permission from the affected 
public utility is obtained. 

G. Construction and Maintenance. All signs, together with all supporting structures, 
shall be maintained in the following manner: 

1. Signs shall be kept free of rust, dirt and chipped, cracked or peeling paint. 

a. All hanging, dangling, torn or frayed parts of signs shall be promptly 
repaired, and graffiti and unauthorized attachments shall be removed. 

b. Failed, damaged, or blinking illumination shall be promptly replaced. 

c. Sign areas shall be kept free and clear of all noxious substances, 
rubbish and weeds. 

d. Discolored or faded panels on plastic faces shall be restored to their 
original condition and color. 

2. If a sign is removed from its supporting structure for longer than 90 days, the 
supporting structure shall be removed. 
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3. When a wall sign is removed for longer than 90 days, or prior to installation 
of any new, approved sign, the wall shall be repaired and repainted to a 
condition that would have existed prior to the sign’s installation. 

4. The exposed backs of all signs visible to the public must be suitably covered, 
finished, and properly maintained. 

H. Sign Design 

1. Architectural Compatibility. A sign (including its supporting structure, if 
any) shall be designed as an integral design element of a building’s 
architecture and shall be architecturally compatible, including color and scale, 
with any building to which the sign is to be attached and with surrounding 
structures. A sign that covers a window or that spills over “natural” 
boundaries or architectural features and obscures parts of upper floors of 
buildings is detrimental to visual order and shall not be permitted. A sign shall 
be scaled to be in proportion with the size of the building to which it is 
attached. 

2. Consistency with Area Character. A sign should be consistent with distinct 
area or district characteristics and incorporate common design elements such 
as sign materials or themes. Where a sign is located in close proximity to a 
residential area, the sign should be designed and located so it has little or not 
impact on adjacent residential neighborhoods. 

3. Legibility. The size and proportion of the elements of the sign’s message, 
including logos, letters, icons and other graphic images, shall be selected based 
on the anticipated distance and travel speed of the viewer. Sign messages 
oriented towards pedestrians may be smaller than those oriented towards 
automobile drivers. Colors chosen for the sign text and/or graphics shall have 
sufficient contrast with the sign background in order to be easily read during 
both day and night hours. 
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4. Readability. A sign message should be easily recognized and designed in a 
clear, unambiguous and concise manner, so that a viewer can understand or 
make sense of what appears on the sign. Excessive use of large areas of several 
colors can create competition for the eye and significantly reduce readability. 

5. Visibility. A sign shall be conspicuous and readily distinguishable from its 
surroundings. 

I. Substitution of Message The sign regulations of this chapter are not intended to favor 
commercial speech over constitutionally-protected political or noncommercial 
speech. A sign containing a noncommercial message may be substituted for any sign 
containing a commercial message that is allowed by the regulations of this chapter. 

22.74.070 Sign Permits  

An administrative permit is required for each sign permitted on a lot or site as provided in 
this section. The permit application must be submitted on forms provided by the Director. 
This permit will not be issued if there is a previously conforming sign, or a sign on the 
premises that is in violation of this section or until any violation or previously conforming 
sign is either removed or brought into conformance with this section.  

22.74.080 Sign Measurements  

A. Sign Area 

1. Sign area will be calculated as the area within a line including the outer 
extremities of the sign face, including the background area and all letters, 
words, numbers, figures, characters, and delineations.  

2. Where individual letters or graphics are used, and no enclosing area is 
present, the sign area shall be considered as the rectangle, box, circle or other 
regular geometric shape, or combinations thereof, enclosing the letters, logo 
or other graphic elements. Refer to Figure 22.74.080-C for examples, 
including channel letter signs, rainbow signs, and split letters. 

3. Spherical, cylindrical or other three-dimensional signs not having 
conventional sign faces will be considered to have two faces and the area of 
each sign face will be computed from the smallest three-dimensional 
geometrical shape or shapes which will best approximate the actual surface 
area of said faces.  
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4. Supporting structural elements of the sign are not included in computation of 
sign area nor is superficial ornamentation and/or symbol-type appendages of 
a non-message-bearing character if they do not exceed five percent of the sign 
area;  

5. Where the sign faces of a multi-sided sign, including freestanding signs and 
projecting signs, are parallel or within 30 degrees of parallel, only one side is 
counted. If the sign faces are not parallel or within 30 degrees of parallel, all 
sign faces are counted.  

B. Sign Area on Corner Lots  

1. If a lot or parcel of land is a corner lot, the distances of any two intersecting 
street or highway frontages may be combined and considered as a single 
frontage for the purpose of erecting and/or maintaining a roof or freestanding 
business sign adjacent to the corner formed by the intersecting street or 
highway frontages, provided that:  

a. The total combined distance of the two street or highway frontages is 
100 feet or more; 

b. Where the location requirements of this section permit additional 
freestanding or roof signs on the combined frontage, the sum of the 
sign areas of all freestanding and roof signs intended to be viewed 
from each street or highway frontage so combined must not exceed 
the maximum permitted sign area established for each such frontage if 
considered separately; 

c. No street or highway frontage may be used in combination as 
described herein more than once;  

d. All street or highway frontages not used in combination as described 
herein will be considered a separate frontage for purposes of 
computation;  
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e. Such sign or signs comply with all area, height, projection, movement 
and location requirements established elsewhere in this Title 22. 

C. Sign Height. Sign height will be calculated as the vertical distance from the top of the 
highest component of the sign to the higher of: 

1. The base of the sign at the finished grade; or 

2. The nearest adjacent street grade to which the sign is oriented and on which 
the lot has frontage. Finished grade is the grade after construction, exclusive 
of any filling, berming, mounding, or excavating solely for the purpose of 
locating the sign. 
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D. Signs on Combined Frontage. The street or highway frontages of two or more 
contiguous lots or parcels of land may be combined and considered as a single 
frontage for the purpose of jointly erecting and/or maintaining one freestanding 
business sign, provided that: 

1. The combined street or highway frontage is 100 feet or more;  

2. Such lots or parcels of land share a common street or highway frontage;  

3. Such sign complies with all area, height, projection, movement and locational 
requirements established elsewhere in this chapter;  

4. If one such lot is a corner lot, only frontage along the street or highway 
common to all lots or parcels of land so combined must be used in these 
computations and all other frontages must be considered separately. 

E. Signs on Undersized Parcels. One freestanding sign may be erected and/or 
maintained on a lot having less than 100 feet of continuous street or highway 
frontage, provided that the Director, in approving a sign permit, may make the 
following findings: 

1. That no roof or freestanding business sign currently exists on the subject 
property;  

2. That it is not feasible for the applicant to combine the street or highway 
frontage of said property with the frontage of one or more contiguous lots in 
order to comply with the minimum frontage requirement;  

3. That surrounding buildings, structures or topographical features would 
substantially obstruct the visibility of a projecting or wall sign for a distance of 
100 feet on one or both sides of such sign, measured along the centerline of 
the street or highway upon which such lot fronts;  

4. That the requested sign is necessary for the effective identification of business 
located on the lot;  

5. That the requested sign is in compliance with all other provisions of this 
chapter; 

6. If the obstruction referred to in subsection 3 of this section is a 
nonconforming sign, the director will require, as a condition of approval, that 
the proposed sign be removed no later than the date specified by this chapter 
for removal of the nonconforming sign. Such date for removal will not be 
extended except in the instance where the amortization period for said 
nonconforming sign has been extended by the approval of an application for 
nonconforming use and structure review. In such instance, the new removal 
date will not extend beyond the new amortization period established for said 
nonconforming sign. 

7. The maximum permitted area of such sign will be in the following ratio: 
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a. In Zones CN and MX, one-half square foot of sign area for each one 
foot of street or highway frontage; and 

b. In Zones CG, CS, CR, IL, IG, and IB one and one-half square feet of 
sign for each one foot of street or highway frontage; and 

22.74.090 Sign Standards by District and Sign Type  

Table summarizes standards for types of sizes in specified zones, with reference to additional 
requirements established in the “Notes” that follow the table.    

TABLE  22.74.090: SIGN STANDARDS BY DISTRICT AND SIGN TYPE 
Sign Type/Zoning 
District 

Max. Area 
(Square 
Feet) 

Max. 
Height 
(Feet) 

Min. 
Setback 
(Feet) 

Illumination 
Allowed? 

Additional Requirements (see 
Notes following table) 

Wall Signs and 
Awning Signs  

     

Wall Signs and Awning 
Signs, ground floor 

     

CN, CR, and MX 
zones  

1.5 sf/1sf 
linear bldg. 
frontage; 
allowable 
sign area 
may be split 
between 
wall sign 
and a 
projecting 
sign  

Highest pt. 
of parapet 
wall  

n/a Yes  

CG, CS, CR, IL, IG, 
and IB zones 
 

2 sf/linear 
bldg. 
frontage  

“ ” n/a Yes  

Wall Signs, upper floor, 
all zones 

10 sf on 
street side  

“ “ n/a Yes  

Freestanding Signs      

Ground or monument 
signs 

Same as for 
other 
freestanding 
signs 

12 ft. 25 ft. Yes  

Monument and 
Freestanding Signs  

     

CN zone  50 sf + .25 
sf per ft. of 
frontage 
over 100 ft. 

30 ft. 25 ft. + 1 
ft. per 
each ft. 
of sign 
area >50 
sf 

Yes  [1] 
 

CG, CS, CR, IL, IG, 
and IB zones  

150 sf + .75 
per ft. of 
frontage 
over 100 ft. 

30 ft. + 1 ft. 
per 10 sf 
permitted 
sign area > 
100 sf 

25 ft. + 3 
ft. per 
each ft. 
of sign 
area 
>150 sf 

Yes  [2]  
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TABLE  22.74.090: SIGN STANDARDS BY DISTRICT AND SIGN TYPE 
Sign Type/Zoning 
District 

Max. Area 
(Square 
Feet) 

Max. 
Height 
(Feet) 

Min. 
Setback 
(Feet) 

Illumination 
Allowed? 

Additional Requirements (see 
Notes following table) 

Projecting Signs      

All nonresidential 
zones 

1.5 sf/linear 
bldg. 
frontage; 
allowable 
sign area 
may be split 
between 
wall sign 
and a 
projecting 
sign  

Highest pt. 
of parapet 
wall or 
lowest pt of 
sloping roof 
The lowest 
point of the 
sign must be 
at least 8 ft. 
above grade
In alleys, the 
lowest point 
of the sign 
must be at 
least 14 ft. 
above grade

10 ft.  Yes 24 inch maximum projection from 
building wall into public right of way. 
[6] [7] [9] 

Other Sign Types      
Directional Signs All 
zones 

12 sf  Wall = same 
as wall sign 
stds; 
Freestanding 
= 6 ft; 12 ft.

10 ft Yes  Sign placement requires Director’s 
review & approval [4] [8] 

Community 
Identification Signs, 
All zones  

96 sf in sign 
area or 192 
sf total sign 
area. 

16  Yes Permitted in any zone at or near the 
entrance to an unincorporated 
community or city of the county. [5] 

Religious Institution 
and Civic Organization 
Signs, 
All zones 

50 sf in sign 
area or 100 
sf total sign 
area. 

15  Yes Permitted in any zone at or near the 
entrance to an unincorporated 
community or city of the county 

Window  Signs 
All zones 

10% total 
glass area 
on each 
frontage w/ 
a max. of 
20% of each 
pane  

    

Incidental Signs 
All zones 

3 ft in sign 
area or 6 ft 
in total sign 
area 

   Must be a wall sign or attached to 
freestanding sign.  

 

Notes:  
[1] Signs must be separated by at least 100 ft. + 1 additional ft. per each 1 square foot of the largest sign’s area 
greater than 25 square feet up to a maximum of 200 feet.  
[2] Signs must be separated by at least 100 ft. + 1 additional ft. per each 1 square foot. of the largest sign’s area 
greater than 75 square feet, up to a maximum of 200 feet. A sign may be placed on frontage created by the “pole” 
portion of any flag lot in the IL, IG, and IB districts provided that the frontage of the flag lot is at least 25 feet wide as 
is required by this ordinance. The height and size of any sign on a flag lot must meet the requirements of this 
ordinance with respect to height and size, however, the zoning administrator has the authority to impose restrictions 
on the sign’s height, setback, and placement relative to other signs on adjacent parcels to ensure that all signs are 
visible from the public roadway.  
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 [3] Location of projecting signs: 25 feet required separation from projecting sign on same building; 50 feet separation 
of projecting signs of same establishment on any frontage; separation from projecting sign on adjacent bldg. is 25 
percent of length of adjacent building.; projecting signs not permitted on same lot if the establishment has a 
freestanding sign or roof sign.  
[4] The maximum height of freestanding directional signs in the AG, OS, and W zones is 6 feet. 
[5] The 16 foot height limit applies in the following zones CG, CN, CS, CR, MX, IL, IG, IB. 
[6] Projecting signs may not extend more that 1/3 the sign height or 5 feet, whichever is less, above a parapet wall or 
more than 4 ft above an eave line, except where a new parapet wall or eave is established for at least 80 percent of 
the building frontage.  
[7] Projecting signs may not be placed on the same lot or parcel where a roof or freestanding sign for the same 
business establishment is in use. Further projecting signs must be: 1) At least 25 feet from another establishment in 
the same building, or, where a separate building is less than 25 feet away, the projecting sign must be set away from 
that building by a distance equal to at •25 percent of the separate building’s frontage; 2) 50 feet of any other 
projecting business sign of the same business on any frontage or frontages where such sign is visible. 
[8] Exposed incandescent bulbs must have a rated wattage of 25 watts.  
[9] Signs may project into alleys, however the bottommost portion of the sign must be at least 14 feet high (measured 
from the alley or other surface under which the sign is located) and may not project more than 1 foot into the alley. 

 

22.74.100 Additional Sign Standards by Type   

A. Wall Signs 

1. Applicable Building Frontage 

a. Where a ground-floor business establishment fronts only on a parking 
lot, alley, open mall, landscaped open space or other public way, the 
exterior building wall facing such parking lot, alley, open mall, 
landscaped open space or other public way will be considered a 
building frontage for purposes of computing permitted wall sign area. 

b. A ground-floor business establishment having entrances intended for 
and regularly utilized by the public on the side of a building not 
considered to be building frontage by this section will be permitted 
one wall sign on each such side, provided the sign does not exceed 
one-half the sign area permitted on the building frontage of said 
business. Where a business has more than one building frontage 
recognized by this section, an average of the permitted sign areas will 
be used in computation. 

c. Any commercial building containing leased space for individual retail 
and service businesses is considered a single establishment for the 
purpose of computing the wall sign area permitted on the exterior 
walls of such building. 
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2. Steep Sloping Roofs. That portion of any actual or false roof varying 45 
degrees or less from a vertical plane will be considered an extension of the 
building wall for the purpose of wall sign placement. 

B. Shopping Center Signs. Shopping centers may have the freestanding signs and tenant 
signs meeting the following standards.  

1. Super Regional Shopping Center or Mall. A Super Regional Shopping Center 
may have up to four freestanding signs with 1,000 square feet of total sign 
area, with no sign larger than 500 square feet in sign area. A supporting 
structure may not add more than 10 percent to sign width. No sign may be 
higher than 45 feet tall.  

2. Regional Shopping Center. A Regional Shopping Center may have three 
freestanding signs with up to 750 square feet of total sign area, with no sign 
larger than 400 square feet in sign area. The supporting structure may not add 
more than 10 percent to sign width. No sign may be higher than 40 feet tall.  

3. Community Shopping Center. A Community Shopping Center may have wo 
freestanding signs may have up to 500 square feet of total sign area. The 
supporting structure may not add more than 10 percent to sign width. No 
sign shall be larger than 25 feet tall measured.  

4. Neighborhood Shopping Center. A neighborhood shopping center may have 
freestanding signs with 320 square feet of total sign area. No sign shall be 
higher than 25 feet tall.  
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5. Strip Center. A strip center is allowed freestanding signs with 160 square feet 
in total sign area. No sign shall be higher than 20 feet. 

6. Tenant Spaces. Tenants in a super regional shopping center, regional 
shopping center, community center, neighborhood shopping center, or a strip 
center are each be allowed one wall sign, meeting the standards of Section 
22.74.090.  

22.74.110 Freeway-Oriented Signs 

If an application for a Zoning Conformance Review, including a site plan and a sketch of the 
proposed sign or signs, is submitted as provided in Division 7, the Director may approve one 
or more of the following modifications for freeway-oriented signs which are located within 
660 feet of the edge of the right-of-way of a freeway, measured horizontally along a line 
normal or perpendicular to the center of such freeway, and within a radius of 1,500 feet of a 
freeway exit providing access to the premises on which the sign is to be maintained:   

A. Modification of the permitted height of one such freestanding or roof business sign 
per lot or parcel of land to a maximum height of 60 feet, provided the director in 
approving such modification will make the following finding in addition to those 
specified in Section 22.56.1690 (Determination—Principles and standards for 
consideration): 

1. That such sign would otherwise not be visible at a lesser height for a distance 
on the freeway of one-third mile (1,760 feet) preceding the freeway exit 
providing access to said premises, or for a line-of-sight distance of two-thirds’ 
mile (3,520 feet), whichever is less. 

B. Location of one such freestanding business sign per lot or parcel of land to within five 
feet of an interior lot line and to within 25 feet of a roof sign or another freestanding 
business sign on the same or adjoining properties, provided that the director in 
approving any such modification will make the following findings in addition to those 
specified in Section 22.56.1690: 

1. That such sign is at least 50 feet from any lot line adjoining a street or highway 
or 25 feet from a residential zone;  

2. That all other freestanding and/or roof business signs must be oriented 
toward the street or highway frontages from which their permitted areas are 
calculated;  

3. That the sum of the sign areas of such sign and all other freestanding and roof 
business signs must not exceed the maximum sign area permitted on all street 
or highway frontages of such lot or parcel of land.  

22.74.120 Outdoor Advertising Signs 

Outdoor advertising signs may be erected and maintained in Zones IL, IG, and IB provided a 
conditional use permit has first been obtained and subject to the following conditions of use: 

A. The total sign face of such signs must not exceed 800 square feet; and 
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B. The height of such signs must not exceed 42 feet measured from the ground level at 
the base of the sign; and  

C. That such signs having a total sign face of: 

1. More than 150 square feet may not be erected or maintained within: 

a. 500 feet of an outdoor advertising sign having a total sign face greater 
than 150 square feet, or 

b. 200 feet of an outdoor advertising sign having a total sign face greater 
than 80 square feet but not exceeding 150 square feet, or 

c. 100 feet of any other outdoor advertising sign located on the same side 
of the street or highway, or 

2. More than 80 square feet but not exceeding 150 square feet may not be 
erected or maintained within: 

a. 200 feet of an outdoor advertising sign having a total sign face greater 
than 80 square feet, or 

b. 100 feet of any other outdoor advertising sign located on the same side 
of the street or highway, or 

3. 80 square feet or less may not be erected or maintained within 100 feet of any 
outdoor advertising sign located on the same side of the street or highway.   

D. That such sign must not be permitted having a message face visible from and within a 
distance of 660 feet of the edge of right-of-way of a freeway or scenic highway, 
measured horizontally along a line normal or perpendicular to the centerline of such 
freeway or scenic highway, if designed to be viewed primarily by persons traveling 
thereon; and 

E. That such signs will not be permitted on a roof and that not more than 15 percent of 
the length of the structure of a freestanding sign may extend over a roof; and   

F. That such signs will not be permitted to encroach over public rights-of-way; and 

G. That such signs will not be permitted within 200 feet of a residential zone located on 
the same side of the street or highway; and 

H. That such signs will not be permitted within 1000 feet of any school, park, 
playground, recreational facility, youth center, child care center, entertainment park, 
or place of worship; and 

I. That the owner of each billboard shall be responsible for affixing a weather-resistant 
metal placard or tag to the billboard or the pole to which the billboard is attached that 
identifies the billboard owner and applicable permit number that is visible and legible 
to a person of average height.  



LA County Zoning Ordinance Update 

44 

22.74.130 Billboard Removal and Replacement Agreements 

A. Notwithstanding the provisions in Section 22.68.130 and pursuant to Section 5412 of 
the California Business and Professions Code, the County may enter into an 
agreement with an advertising display owner to provide for the relocation of outdoor 
advertising displays. 

B. The Board, following the review and recommendation from the Regional Planning 
Commission, may approve the relocation of advertising displays relocated pursuant 
to agreements made under this section.  

22.74.140 Portable Outdoor Advertising Signs  

A. Portable outdoor advertising signs may be placed and maintained in conformance 
with the provisions of this chapter, provided that such signs:  

1. Do not constitute a potential hazard to pedestrian or vehicular traffic or are 
placed in any area where the erection of buildings or structures is prohibited; 
and  

2. Are not placed within a public right-of-way. 

B. No person may place or grant permission to place a portable outdoor advertising sign 
unless a zoning conformance review approval has been obtained. Placement of a 
portable outdoor advertising sign in violation of this provision may cause such sign to 
be deemed a public nuisance.  

22.74.150 Temporary Signs 

A. Non-Commercial Temporary Signs 

1. Requirements. Non-commercial temporary signs (for example, political or 
free speech signs) do not require a permit but are subject to the restrictions 
contained in Subsection C and any applicable provisions of section 22.68.030 
(Signs Exempt from Regulation). 

2. Location. Non-commercial signs are allowed on private property, with the 
permission of the property owner affixed to the sign. 

3. Duration. The duration of non-commercial signs shall not exceed 120 days. 

B. Commercial Temporary Signs. Commercial temporary signs, except those placed by 
charitable organizations with the permission of the property owner, are not allowed 
on residentially zoned or residentially developed properties. 

C. General Standards for All Temporary Signs. The following standards shall apply to all 
temporary signs: 

1. Placement of Signs. No temporary sign shall be attached to landscaping 
materials. 
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2. Height. The height of a temporary sign shall not exceed: 

a. If freestanding, six feet above the grade level; or 

b. If mounted on a structure, the height of the structure upon which the 
sign is mounted. 

3. Requirement for Permit. All temporary commercial signs located on private 
property, except temporary window signs, require a sign permit, except those 
placed by charitable organizations in compliance with this section. 

4. Sign Illumination. Temporary signs shall not be internally illuminated, shall 
not have external lighting installed, and shall not be designed to redirect 
illumination from another source. 

5. Supporting Structures. Any supporting structure that was installed or erected 
to hold or support a temporary sign shall be completely removed when the 
temporary sign is removed. 

6. Multi-Sided Signs. Multi-sided signs are prohibited.. 

7. Location. Temporary signs are not allowed to be posted, affixed, attached 
and/or placed by any person on or over the public right-of-way, public 
easements, or upon any utility pole, fencing, tree, shrub, railroad crossing, or 
lighting system. 

D. Additional Standards for Temporary Commercial Signs. 

1. Window Signs. Temporary signs attached, glued, painted, resting upon, or 
otherwise affixed to a window glass surface shall not obscure or render 
opaque more than 50 percent of the exterior glass surface upon which it is 
affixed or painted. Temporary window signs do not require a permit. 

2. Real Estate Sales Signs. Temporary commercial signs advertising real property 
for sale, lease, or exchange are permitted in compliance with the standards 
listed in Table 22.68.190-D, below.  

TABLE 22.68.190-D: STANDARDS FOR REAL ESTATE SALES SIGNS 
Zone Maximum Area Maximum 

Height 
Minimum 
Setback1 

Illumination 
Allowed? 

RS, RM, RL, AL, 
AG, OS, W 

6 sf; 12 ft w/ ≤100 ft frontage 
32 sf;64 ft total sign area w/ ≥100 ft/frontage 

8 ft 10 ft No 

RHD, RMI 12 sf; 24 sf total sign area on ≤100 ft frontage 
32 sf; 64 ft total sign area w/ ≥100 ft/frontage 

8 ft 10 ft No 

CG, CN, CS, CR, 
MX, IL, IG, IB, PS 

48 sf; 96 sf total sign area on ≤100 ft frontage  
48 sf + ½ sf /1 ft frontage in ≥100 feet up to 100 sf; 2X 
an amount equal to twice the permitted total sign area.

16 ft 10 ft Yes 

1.  If a smaller minimum setback is otherwise permitted within the zone, that minimum shall apply. 
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3. Quantity. Only one temporary commercial sign may be placed on a parcel or 
leasehold interest thereon, except charitable organizations may place an 
unlimited number of signs, in compliance with Subsection E, below.  

4. Location. A temporary sign shall be located five feet or more from the 
property line, except when an existing structure is located within five feet of 
the front or side property line then the temporary sign can be located within 
the five-foot setback. 

E. Additional Standards for Charitable Commercial Temporary Signs on Private 
Property. Charitable organizations may place an unlimited number of commercial 
signs on private property, with the permission of the property owner, as follows: 

1. Maximum Size. The maximum sign area of a charitable commercial 
temporary sign is 12 square feet on each side. 

2. Duration. The maximum duration of a charitable commercial sign is 30 days 
prior to an event, and such sign must be removed within five days after the 
end of the event that it is advertising. 

3. Identification Required. 

a. Each charitable commercial temporary sign shall have affixed on the 
front in the lower right corner of the sign, the legible date of its 
installation. The name, address, and phone number of the person or 
organization installing, placing, or erecting or causing the installation, 
placement, or erection of the sign shall also be legibly affixed on the 
front of the sign in the lower right corner, unless the name, address, 
and phone number of the person or organization appear within the 
graphics of the sign. Property owner permission will be affixed to the 
sign. 

b. Charitable commercial temporary signs not displaying the above 
required identification shall be prohibited and shall be subject to 
removal by the County. 

F. Additional Standards for Temporary Commercial Signs Requiring a Permit. The 
following standards shall apply to all temporary commercial signs placed within all 
applicable zoning districts by permit. 

1. Maximum Size. The maximum sign area allowed for temporary commercial 
signs is not reduced by the signage allowed for permanent signs. 

a. Freestanding temporary signs shall not exceed 12 square feet on each 
side. 

b. Temporary signs attached to buildings shall not exceed 50 square feet. 

2. Duration. 

a. A temporary sign shall not be displayed at any location for a period 
exceeding 30 days per sign permit. 
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b. No more than a total of four separate Sign Permits shall be allowed in 
any calendar year for any business, individual, or organization. 

3. Identification Required. Each temporary sign shall have legibly affixed on the 
front in the lower right corner of the sign an expiration date issued by the 
County. 

G. Additional Standards for Temporary Subdivision Sales Signs 

1. Area Permitted. One freestanding subdivision sales sign shall be permitted for 
each street or highway bordering the tract, provided: 

a. That such a sign does not exceed 32 square feet in sign area where 
such a tract contains 10 lots or less; 

b. That such a sign does not exceed 64 square feet in sign area where 
such a tract contains 11 to 19 lots; 

c. That such a sign does not exceed 96 square feet in sign area plus an 
additional one-half square foot in sign area for each one foot of street 
or highway frontage in excess of 500 feet, to a maximum of 180 square 
feet, where such tract contains 20 or more lots. 

2. Height Permitted. Subdivision sales signs shall not exceed the following 
maximum heights: 

a. Eight feet, where such sign has a sign area of 64 square feet or less; 

b. Sixteen feet, where such is 65 square feet or greater in sign area. 

3. Location. All subdivision sales signs shall be located on the subdivision and 
shall be oriented to read from the street or highway for which said sign is 
permitted. 

4. Lighting. Subdivision sales signs may be internally or externally lighted, but 
any continuous or sequential flashing operation is prohibited. 

5. Time Limit. Subdivision sales signs shall be maintained only until all property 
is disposed of, or for a period of three years from the date of issuance of the 
first building permit for the subdivision, whichever should occur first. Any 
structure used for such purpose shall, at the end of such three-year period, be 
either removed or restored for a use permitted in the zone where located, 
except that the director may, upon showing need by the owner of the 
property, extend the permitted time beyond three years. 

6. Text. All text on such signs shall relate exclusively to the subdivision being 
offered for sale or lease. 
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H. Additional Standards for Temporary Subdivision Entry Signs and Special-Feature 
Signs 

1. Area Permitted.  

a. Subdivision Entry Signs. Subdivision entry signs shall not exceed 12 
square feet in sign area. 

b. Special-Feature Signs. Special-feature signs shall not exceed 6 square 
feet in sign area. 

2. Height Permitted. Subdivision entry signs and special-feature signs shall not 
exceed a maximum height of eight feet. 

3. Lighting. Subdivision entry signs and special-feature signs shall be unlighted. 

4. Location. Subdivision entry signs and special-feature signs shall be located on 
the subdivision which they serve. 

5. Time Limit. Subdivision entry signs and special-feature signs shall have the 
same time limit as subdivision sale signs approved for the same tract and shall 
be removed at the end of such period. 

22.74.160 Master Sign Program 

A master sign program is an administrative permit that establishes standards (size, design, 
location, etc.) for all exterior signs associated with a multi-tenant/multi-building 
development with two or more tenants, whether on a single lot or multiple lots.  Specific 
requirements for shopping center signage provided in Section 22.74.100 will be administered 
according to the master sign program application and approval requirements provided in this 
section.  

A. Applicability 

1. A master sign program is required for all multiple-tenant buildings, planned 
district developments, shopping centers, and multi-occupant commercial 
developments.  

2. An application for a master sign program permit must be submitted in 
conjunction with a preliminary site plan.  

B. General Requirements  

1. The lot or lots involved must be contiguous to constitute a single cohesive 
development. 

2. The sign or signs must be located on a lot that one of the advertised businesses 
occupies. 

3. The sign must be designed in the overall architectural style of the buildings 
within the development. 
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4. The signs may be any sign type that is otherwise allowed by this ordinance. 

5. Private streets within the boundaries of the development are treated as public 
rights- of-way for purposes of determining allowable signage. 

6. Individual pad or lease sites, defined in an approved site plan, are treated as 
separate lots for purposes of determining allowable signage; however, it is 
intended that a business will not be allowed advertising on both the multiple 
tenant (shared) sign and another free-standing business identification sign. 

7. All other provisions of this ordinance will be applicable to this sign category, 
including but not limited to, allowed number based on road frontage 
(multiple lot developments are treated as a single lot for this purpose), 
allowable size as a function of zoning district, spacing, illumination, and 
materials. 

C. Application Submittal Requirements. All forms, checklists of required information, 
and fee schedules for master sign program permits are available in the Department of 
Regional Planning.  

D. Allowable Modifications.  A Master Sign Program may provide for an increase of up 
to 10 percent of the maximum allowable of sign area and other deviations from the 
standards of this Chapter, provided that the Master Sign Program is consistent with 
the provisions of subsection B (General Requirements), above. 

E. Review Process. If required by subsection A above, approval of a Master Sign 
Program by the Director is required before any individual Sign Permit for a 
development can be issued.  The Director may impose conditions necessary to carry 
out the intent of the Master Sign Program requirements while still permitting each 
sign user opportunities for effective identification and communication.  The Director 
must find that all of the following are met, in addition to other applicable regulations 
in this Division: 

1. The proposed signs are compatible in style and character with any building to 
which the signs are to be attached, any surrounding structures and any 
adjoining signage on the site;  

2. Future tenants will be provided with adequate opportunities to construct, 
erect or maintain a sign for identification; and 

3. Directional signage and building addressing is adequate for pedestrian and 
vehicular circulation and emergency vehicle access. 

F. Phased Developments. For phased development, the first application must be 
submitted within 12 months from the date the site plan approval is granted. Each 
subsequent application must be submitted within 12 months from the date of 
issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, for the previous phase of the development.  

G. Lessees to be Informed of Master Sign Program.  Lessees within developments subject 
to the requirements of an approved Master Sign Program shall be made aware of the 
Master Sign Program in their lease. 
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H. Revisions to Master Sign Programs.  Revisions to an approved Master Sign Program 
must be approved by the Director. 

22.74.170 Murals 

A. General Standards  

1. A mural may be painted on or placed on an exterior building wall or fence 
and maintained in conformance with the provisions of this chapter.  

2. A mural may be used to display noncommercial or commercial messages 
provided that the percentage of the mural area that is devoted to a 
commercial message does not exceed 15 percent of the total mural area.  

3. The commercial portion of the mural may include but is not necessarily 
limited to the name of a business, logos and slogans, product displays, and 
product listings.  

4. Prices for services or products may not be included within the mural.  

5. All murals should be properly maintained, cleaned, and repaired as necessary.  

6. The percentage of the mural that is devoted to a commercial message counts 
towards the sign area permitted for the property. 

B. Permit Required  

1. An administrative permit is required for each mural permitted on a lot or site 
as provided in this section. The permit application must be submitted on 
forms available in the Department of Regional Planning.   

2. An application for an administrative permit for a mural must contain all 
information otherwise required for a wall sign in the district in which it is 
proposed.  In addition, all administrative permits for a mural must include 
the following additional information and any other items deemed necessary 
by the Director.  

a. One color sketch of the proposed mural, drawn to scale. 

b. A sketch drawn to scale or a photograph showing the proposed 
building or fence area to be covered by or used for the mural.  

c. Information as to existing texture and material of the building or 
fence surface.  

d. A graphical or written description of the proposed mural, including 
subject matter; type of paint/sealer to be used; and expected life span 
and maintenance plan for mural. 

e. If applicable, the distance in feet of all other murals within a quarter-
mile radius of the site of the proposed mural.  
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f. Contact information for the person or entity primarily responsible for 
the installation, maintenance, and repair of the mural. 

22.74.180 Nonconforming and Illegal Signs 

A. Any sign lawfully erected and maintained prior to the effective date of this ordinance, 
but which does not conform to the provisions of this chapter, or because of a zone 
change after the effective date of this chapter affecting the property upon which the 
sign is located, ceases to comply with the applicable zone district regulations, is a 
nonconforming sign.  

B. A sign exceeding the area or height regulations by five percent or less will not be 
deemed nonconforming. 

C. A nonconforming sign may not be altered, replaced, enlarged, or reconstructed, 
except in such a manner as to cause the sign to conform fully to this chapter. A 
nonconforming sign may be maintained or the advertising copy changed without 
affecting its nonconforming status. 

D. A nonconforming sign destroyed or damaged to the extent of 75 percent or greater of 
its value as of the date of such destruction or damage ceases to be nonconforming and 
may not be replaced, rather it must be removed or repaired to conform with this 
section. 

E. Nonconforming, off-premises signs located within residential or agricultural zone 
districts shall be removed or altered to conform to this chapter within the time period 
set forth in Sections 5412.1 and 5412.3 of the California Business and Professions 
Code. (Reference: Business and Professions Code §§ 5412, 5412.1 and 5412.3.) 

F. The sign owner, or owner of the parcel upon which the sign is located, may request 
the Director to establish an amortization period in excess of those set forth in sections 
5412.1 and 5412.2 of the California Business and Professions Code if such period is 
insufficient to reasonably amortize the investment in the sign. Such person may also 
request an extension of time in which to remove a sign or bring it into conformance.  

1. The Director shall base the decision as to the amortization period solely on 
the following factors for which the applicant has submitted information: 

a. Original cost of sign; 

b. Date of construction and installation; 

c. Amortization date for tax purposes; 

d. Whether the sign would have a useful value to the owner or lessee if 
permitted in another location; 

e. Residual economic value as determined by a California certified 
appraiser;  

f. Cost of removal; 
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g. The degree of nonconformance; 

h. Whether the owner or lessee is a public agency. Any person 
dissatisfied with the decision of the Director has the right of appeal 
pursuant to the procedure set forth in this ordinance. 

G. The Director must give written notice to the sign owner and owner or lessee of the 
real property of the requirement for removal or alterations upon which the sign is 
located under this section.  

22.74.190 Definitions 

Awning sign 

A sign affixed to an awning or removable canopy not permanently attached to or built as part 
of a building. Such signs shall be considered the same as a projecting sign for purposes of 
regulation. 

Building identification sign 

A sign which contains no advertising matter other than the name and/or trademark and/or 
address of the building to which it is affixed or of the occupant located therein. 

Business sign 

A sign directing attention to the principal business, profession or industry located upon the 
premises upon which the sign is displayed, to type of products sold, manufactured, or 
assembled, or to services or entertainment offered on said premises. 

Cabinet sign 
An internally illuminated sign consisting of frame and face(s), with a continuous translucent 
message panel; also referred to as a panel sign. 

Changeable copy sign  

A sign whose text and symbols are comprised of manually changeable, letters, symbols, or 
numerals. 

Channel letter sign  
An internally illuminated sign with multiple components, each built in the shape of an 
individual three dimensional letter or symbol that are each independently illuminated, with a 
separate translucent panel over the light source for each element. 

Civic organization sign 

A sign which contains the names of, or any other information regarding civic, fraternal or 
religious organizations located within an unincorporated community or city, but which 
contains no other advertising matter.  

Construction sign 
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A temporary sign used to display names of  architects, engineers, owners, lenders, contractors, 
future tenants and others associated with a construction project, but which contains no other 
advertising matter. 

Directional sign 
A sign which indicates the route to, direction of or location of a given destination, or that 
provides regulatory or service information.  

Externally illuminated sign 
Any sign or a billboard that is lit by a light source that is external to the sign directed 
towards and shining on the face of the sign. 
 
Sign face 
That portion of a sign intended to be viewed from one direction at one time. 

Flashing sign 
Any sign which, by method or manner of illumination, flashes on or off, winks or blinks with 
varying light intensity, shows motion, or creates the illusion of motion, or revolves in a 
manner to create the illusion of being on or off. 

Freestanding sign 
A sign placed on the ground or has as its primary structural support one or more columns, 
poles, uprights or braces in or upon the ground. Ground, monument, and pole signs are all 
types of freestanding signs. 

Freeway-oriented sign 
A sign intended to be viewed primarily from an adjacent freeway which identifies a business 
engaged in the provision of food, lodging. or motor vehicle fuel, and which is primarily 
dependent upon said freeway. 

Hanging sign (See Under-Marquee sign.) 

Internally illuminated Sign 
A sign that is illuminated by a light source that is contained inside the sign where the message 
area is luminous, including cabinet signs and channel letter signs. 

 
Lighted sign 
A sign which is illuminated by any source, whether internal, external or indirect. 

Marquee sign 
Any sign painted on or affixed to the perimeter or border of a permanently roofed structure 
constructed as part of a building and protruding over public or private sidewalks or rights-of 
way. Such signs shall be considered wall signs for purposes of regulation. 

Moving sign 
A sign or any portion thereof that rotates, moves, or appears to move in some manner by 
mechanical, electrical, natural, or other means. 
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Mural 
A work of graphic art painted on an exterior building wall that may or may not contain 
commercial advertising or logos, and which does not serve to advertise or promote any 
business, product, activity, service, interest, or entertainment. 

Outdoor advertising sign 
Any sign directing public attention to a business, profession, product or service that is not a 
primary business, profession, product, or service which is sold, manufactured, conducted, or 
offered on the premises where such sign is erected or maintained.  Such a sign shall include 
portable outdoor advertising signs and billboards, but shall not include a public 
transportation sign. 

Portable sign 
A freestanding sign which is not permanently affixed, anchored, or secured to either the 
ground or a structure on the premises it is intended to occupy. 

Projecting sign 
A sign which is affixed to and wholly supported by an exterior wall of a building or structure 
other than a wall sign. 

Public transportation sign 
Any incidental sign that is placed on a structure, either a portable bench or shelter, located on 
a public alley, road, street, parkway or highway, if the purpose of the structure is to facilitate 
the use of public transportation and promote the safety, comfort and convenience of public 
transit patrons. 

Real estate sign 
A temporary sign advertising the sale, lease or rental of the premises on which the sign is 
located. 

Revolving sign (See Moving sign.) 

Roof sign 
Any sign erected upon and wholly supported by the roof of any building or structure (for 
example, a mansard roof sign). Wall signs that are affixed to the roof eaves or that portion of 
an actual or false roof varying less than 45 degrees from a vertical plane are not considered 
roof signs.  

Sign 
Any name, figure, character, outline, spectacle, display, delineation, announcement, 
advertising, billboard, signboard, device, structure, or any other thing of similar nature to 
attract attention outdoors or on the face, wall or window of any building. All parts, portions, 
units, and materials that compose the frame, background, and support are also considered 
part of the sign.  For the purposes of this section, a mural (see definition above), shall not be 
considered a sign, except for any commercial message included within the mural.  

Sign area 
The entire surface area, excluding all support structures, of a single-faced sign, or the largest 
face of a sign having two or more faces. 
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Sign area (total) 
The sum of all faces of a sign, excluding all support structures. 

Sign structure 
A structure existing, erected, or maintained to serve exclusively as a stand, frame, or 
background for the support or display of signs. 

Shopping center sign 
A sign that identifies the name of a shopping center development and may or may not include 
the names of some or all of the tenants of that development. 

Special event sign (See Bulletin sign.) 

Subdivision entry sign 
Subdivision entry signs as are necessary to facilitate entry into and movement within the 
subdivision, including continguous units having separate recorded tract numbers developed 
by the same person.   

 
Subdivision sales sign  
A temporary sign which contains the name of, and information relating to, a subdivision 
being offered for sale or lease for the first time. 

Subdivision special-feature sign  
A temporary sign located in the immediate vicinity of an approved model home and 
temporary real estate tract office. The message contains a description of the features and 
related information pertaining to a model home complex in a subdivision offered for sale or 
lease for the first time. 

 

Tenant sign 
A sign that identifies each tenant for a multi-tenant development.  

 

Traffic sign  

A sign for traffic direction, warning, and roadway identification. 

Window sign 
Any sign printed on a window or constructed of paper, cloth, canvas or other similar 
lightweight material, with or without frames, and affixed to the interior side of a window. 

Under-marquee sign 
Any sign suspended from the underside of a permanently roofed structure constructed as part 
of a building and protruding over public or private sidewalks or rights-of-way. Such signs will 
be considered the same as a projecting sign for purpose of regulating area and location. 

Unfiltered sign 
A sign where the viewer perceives the light source directly as the message, without any colored 
filter between the viewer and the light source, including neon, cold cathode, and LED signs. 
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Wall sign (or wall-mounted sign) 
A sign affixed to and wholly supported by a building in such a manner that its exposed face is 
approximately parallel to the plane of said building and is not projecting more than 18 inches 
from the building face or from a permanent roofed structure projecting there from. 
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Appendix A: Required Parking Spaces 

 

TABLE 22.68.050: REQUIRED PARKING SPACES 
Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio Bicycle Parking [1]

Residential 
Single Dwelling  2 spaces per unit; 1 of which must be covered None 

Multi-Unit Dwelling, 2 units 2 spaces per unit; 1 of which must be covered  uncovered 
space per unit None 

Multi-Unit Dwelling, 3 or more units 

1 covered spaces per 1-bedroom or smaller (e.g., studio) 
unit, plus 
1 covered + 0.5 uncovered spaces per 2-bedroom or larger 
unit, , plus a minimum of 1 guest space for 4 or fewer unit 
and 1 additional guest space per 4 units in projects with 5 
or more dwelling units 

1 per 5 units or 
fraction thereof 
for dwellings of 
10 units or more 

Second Unit 
1 uncovered space per 1-bedroom or smaller unit 
2 uncovered spaces per 2-bedroom or larger unit 

None 

Residential Service Facility 1 space per 2 units, plus 1 guest space per 8 units None 
Mobile Home 2 spaces per unit, plus 1guest spaces per 4 units None 

Residential Care Facility 1 space per 4 units or bedrooms, plus 1 guest space per 8 
units/bedrooms 2 spaces 

Organizational House 1 space per 4 units/bedrooms, plus 1 guest space per 8 
units/bedrooms 1 per room 

Assembly, Education, Recreation 

Community Assembly 
1 space per 7 seats in main assembly area, or 1 space per 
50 square feet in the main assembly area if no seats are 
provided 

10% 

College, university, trade school 1 space per 5 students, based on the maximum number of 
students permitted  10%  

Child or Adult Day Care Center 1 space per full time employee, plus 1 space per 20 
enrollees 25% 

Golf Course 10 space per hole 25% 

Parks  Spaces as required for office, assembly and specific use 
types, plus 1 space per acre of development parkland  25% 

School, elementary and junior high 1 space per classroom, plus spaces required for public 
assembly use  

1 space per 3 
classrooms 

   

School, senior high 

1 space per classroom, plus 0.20 spaces per student, plus 
spaces required for public assembly uses 

Required spaces for stadiums, fields, and other recreational 
uses to be determined by the Director 

1 space per 3 
classrooms 

Services 

Car Wash 2 per facility for self service; 1 per 150 square feet of 
indoor space for full service, including any retail sales areas.  None 

Restaurant, Cafe, Coffee Shop 10 spaces per 1,000 square feet  10% 
Bar, Tavern, Night Club 20 spaces per 1,000 square feet 10% 
Bank, Financial Services 2.5 spaces per 1,000 square feet  10% 

Medical Services—Clinic, Urgent 
Care, Hospital 

1 space per patient bed, plus spaces required for clinic and 
medical office uses, plus spaces required for 
administrative/professional office  

10% 

Library  4 spaces per 1,000 square feet  25% 
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TABLE 22.68.050: REQUIRED PARKING SPACES 
Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio Bicycle Parking [1]
Museum, Art Gallery 3 spaces per 1,000 square feet 25% 

Bed & Breakfast Inn, Hotel or Motel 
1 space per guest room, plus 1 space per 30 square feet of 
public meeting and conference center area   10% 

Office,Professional, Administrative 2.5 spaces per 1,000 square feet 10% 
Medical Services—Doctor Office 4 spaces per 1,000 square feet 10% 

Retail 
Commercial Recreation Facility, 
Fitness/Health Facility, Theaters, 
Sports and Entertainment Facility 

1 space per 5 occupants based on maximum permitted 
occupancy 10% 

General Retail (except as noted) 
3 spaces per 1,000 square feet of indoor sales/display area, 
plus 1 space per 1,000 square feet of outdoor sales/display 
area  

10% 

Gas Station 1 space per pump None 

Shopping center or retail complex 
3 spaces per 1,000 square feet for centers with at least 75% 
GFA in retail use and less than 25% GFA in combined use 
as full service restaurants, health clubs, or movie theaters.  

10%  

Auto/Vehicle Sales, Rental 
2.5 spaces per 1,000 square feet of indoor sales, office and 
display space, plus 1 space per 4,000 square feet of outdoor 
sales/display area, plus 1 space per service bay  

None 

Industry 

Manufacturing/Processing 
2 spaces per 1,000 square feet of enclosed (indoor) floor 
area, plus 0.20 spaces per 1,000 square feet of outdoor 
area 

10% 

Storage, Wholesaling and 
Distribution, Freight Terminal 

1 space per 1,000 square feet of enclosed (indoor) floor 
area, plus 0.10 spaces per 1,000 square feet of outdoor 
area 

10% 

[1] Bicycle parking requirements that are expressed as a percentage are to be interpreted as a percentage of the 
required amount of car parking spaces for that use.   
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Table 22.68.050: Required Parking Spaces  

Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio 
Bicycle 
Parking [1] 

Current Requirements 
 (Title 22) 

Residential   
Single Dwelling 2 covered spaces per unit None 2 covered 
Multi-Unit Dwelling, 
2 units 1.5 covered .5 covered per unit 1 per unit [2] 1.5 covered .5 covered per unit

1.5 covered spaces per unit for units less than 695 square 
feet, plus 

1 covered space per bachelor 
apartment, 1.5 covered space 
for efficiency or 1 bedroom unit 

Multi-Unit Dwelling, 
3 or more units 

1.5 covered spaces plus .5 uncovered spaces for units over 
695 square feet, plus a minimum of 1 guest space for 4 or 
fewer dwelling units and 1 additional guest space per 4 units 
in projects with 5 or more dwelling units 

1 per unit, plus 
1 per 10 guest 

spaces [2] 

1.5 covered + 0.5 uncovered 
spaces per 2-bedroom or larger 
unit, , plus  for over 10 units, a 
minimum of 1 guest space for 
every 4 units.  Guess spaces 
may be uncovered. 

Second Unit 
1 uncovered space per 1-bedroom or smaller unit, 2 
uncovered spaces per 2 bedroom unit [3] None 

1:1 bedroom unit, 2:2 or more 
bedroom unit, additional 
requirements for access to 
these spaces 

Condominium 
Dwelling Units 2 covered spaces per unit 

1 per unit, plus 
1 per 10 guest 

spaces [2]   
Mobile Home 2 spaces per unit, plus 1guest spaces per 4 units None Same 
Organizational 
House 

1 space per 4 units/bedrooms, plus 1 guest space per 8 
units/bedrooms 1 per room 

1 space per guest room or 
1:100 sf of (open) dorm rooms 

Residential Care 
Facility 

1 space per 4 units or bedrooms, plus 1 guest space per 8 
units/bedrooms 2 spaces 

1:1 for each staff member on 
the largest shift plus any 
vehicles used with the facility 

Residential Service 
Facility 1 space per 2 units, plus 1 guest space per 8 units None   

Senior and 
Disabled Housing 

1 space for every 2 dwelling units, may be uncovered, plus  
1 guest space for every 8 units and designated as guest 
only, plus one Type A loading space per 20 units 

1 space per 
every 2 

dwelling units 
[2] 

1/2 spaces for each dwelling 
unit, may be uncovered.  1 
guest space for every 8 units 
and designated as guest only 

Assembly, Education, Entertainment, Recreation   
Amusement and 
Theme Parks, 
Waterslide Parks      
Boat Slips 3/4:1 boat slip  3/4:1 boat slip 

Child/Adult Day 
Care Center 

1 space per full time employee, plus 1 space per 20 
enrollees 25% 

Adult  - 1:1 employee and 
vehicles used for facility, child 
1:1 employee and vehicles 
used for facility,  plus 1:20 
children based on the maximum 
permitted 
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Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio 
Bicycle 
Parking [1] 

Current Requirements  
(Title 22) 

Coin-Operated and 
Electronic 
Amusement 
Arcades (video 
games, pinball, 
etc), Pool or 
Billiard Rooms, 
Internet Cafes, 
Karaoke Parlors 1 space per 50 square feet 10% 1:3 based on the occupant load

College, University, 
Trade School 

1 space per 5 students, based on the maximum number of 
students permitted  10% 

1:5 students, based on the 
maximum permitted 

Community 
Assembly 1 space per 35 square feet in the largest assembly area None 1:5 based on the occupant load
Community 
Garden 

1 space per every 5,000 square feet in excess of 40,000 
square feet of garden area None   

Conference/ 
Convention 
Facility  1 space per 35 square feet 10% 1:3 based on the occupant load
Fitness/Health 
Facility  1 space per 150 square feet 10%   
Go-Cart Track   10%   
Golf Course 10 space per hole 25% Same 
Ice Skating Rinks, 
Roller Skating 
Rinks, and Skate 
Parks 1 space per 100 square feet of the skate area    
Night Club 1 space per 50 square feet None 1:3 based on the occupant load
Paintball Fields 1:1000 square feet field area None   

Parks 
Spaces as required for office, assembly and specific use 
types, plus 1 space per acre of development parkland  25% 

1:45 SF public assembly, 1:100 
for gymnasiums, 1:400 for 
remaining buildings area plus 
1:.5 acre up to 15 acres, plus 
1;.5 acres in excess of 15 
acres.  More than 50 = 
occupant load of each facility. 

School, 
Elementary and 
Junior High 

1 space per classroom, plus spaces required for public 
assembly use  

See ordinance 
text 1:1 classroom 

School, Senior, 
High 

1 space per classroom, plus 0.20 spaces per student, plus 
spaces required for public assembly uses.  Required spaces 
for stadiums, fields, and other recreational uses to be 
determined by the Director 

See ordinance 
text 

1:5 persons based on the 
occupant load of the assembly 
area 
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Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio 
Bicycle 
Parking [1] 

Current Requirements 
 (Title 22) 

Sports and 
Entertainment 
Assembly 
(theaters, 
amphitheaters, 
race tracks, 
stadiums and 
coliseums) 1 space per 50 square feet 1% 1:3 based on the occupant load

Sports Courts - 
Tennis Courts, 
Basketball Courts, 
Batting Cages, 
Mini-golf Courses, 
Golf Driving 
Ranges, Bowling 
Lanes 2 spaces per 1 court, lane, or station 10% Same 
        
Sales and Services   
Adult Business, 
Entertainment 1 space per 50 square feet None 1:3 based on the occupant load
Adult Business, 
Sales 1 spaces per 250 square feet  None same 

Animal Sales, 
Service, Grooming, 
and Boarding 1 space per 250 square feet indoor and outdoor None   

Auto/Vehicle 
Sales, Rental 

1 space per 400 square feet of office area, 1space per 250 
square feet of sales/service area, plus 1 space per vehicle 
sold on the lot None 1:250 based on the indoor area

Bank, Financial 
Services 1 space per 250 square feet 10% 1:250 sf 
Bar, Tavern, Night 
Club 1 spaces per 50 square feet 10% 1:3 based on occupancy 

Bed & Breakfast 
Inn, Hotel, Motel, 
Timeshare 1 space per guest room, plus assembly and/or dining uses  10% 

Motel 1:1 room, Hotel 1:2 
rooms, plus accessory uses; 
2:1 owners unit where 
applicable 

Car Wash 

3 queuing spaces at the entrance and 5 queuing spaces for 
drying for each wash lane plus 1 space per 250 square feet 
for accessory uses [4] None 1:250, based on total facility 

Equestrian 
Boarding 1:2 stalls plus one Type A loading space None   

Gas Station 
1 space per 250 square feet, plus 1 queuing space per pump 
[4], a minimum of three parking spaces shall be provided None 1:250 sf 

General Retail 1 space per 250 square feet [5] 10% 1:250 sf indoor and outdoor 
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Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio 
Bicycle 
Parking [1] 

Current Requirements  
(Title 22) 

Health Spa, 
Sauna, Massage 
Parlor 1 space per 150 square feet 10%   
Library 1 space per 250 square feet, plus assembly uses 25% 1:3 based on occupancy 

Live/Work Unit 2 spaces 
Based on retail 

space   

Medical Services— 
Urgent Care Clinic, 
Hospital 

1 space per patient bed, plus spaces required for clinic and 
medical office, plus spaces required for 
administrative/professional office 10% 

Clinic, lab, pharmacies 1:250; 
convalescent hospital 1:1based 
on the maximum number of 
patients permitted at the facility, 
hospital 2:1 beds plus 25% of 
spaces reserved for employees

Medical Services—
Doctor Office 1 spaces per 250 square feet  10% Same 
Medical Services-
Residential 
Extended Care      
Mini-Storage or 
Self Storage 

1 space per 4000 square feet, plus 2 covered spaces for the 
manager's residence None   

Mortuary 
1 space per 250 square feet plus 1 space per 35 square feet 
in the largest assembly area None   

Museum, Public 
Art Gallery  

1 space per 250 square feet of indoor or outdoor exhibit 
area, plus assembly uses 25% 1:3 based on occupancy 

Office, 
Professional, 
Administrative 1 space per 400 square feet  10% Same 
Restaurant, Cafe, 
Coffee Shop, 
Take-Out 1 spaces per 100 square feet 10% 1:3 based on occupancy 
Swap Meet, Indoor 
or Outdoor 1 space per 250 square feet None   
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Use Minimum Vehicle Parking Ratio 
Bicycle 
Parking [1] 

Current Requirements 
 (Title 22) 

Industrial   

Manufacturing/ 
Processing 1 space per 500 square feet of enclosed (indoor) floor area None 

1 space for every two 
employees or 500 square feet 
of floor area 

Scrap Metal, 
Dismantling, or 
Outdoor Storage 
Yard 

1 parking space for each 7,000 square feet of yard area or 
fraction thereof, up to the first 42,000 square feet, plus 1 
parking space for each 20,000 square feet of yard area or 
fraction thereof, in excess of 42,000 square feet, plus 
regardless of size of the yard area, a minimum of three 
parking spaces shall be provided. [6] None Same 

Warehouse Retail 1 space per 250 square feet None Same 

Warehouse, 
Storage, 
Wholesaling and 
Distribution, 
Freight Terminal 

1 space per 400 square feet of office plus 1 space per 1,000 
square feet of enclosed (indoor) floor area [7] None 

Storage - 1 space for every two 
employees, 1 space for each 
vehicle used with business, and 
1 space for every 1,000 square 
feet of floor area; Scrap metal, 
dismantling, junk yard - Refer to 
above, plus 1 space for every 
7000 square feet of yard area 
up to 42,000 square feet, plus 1 
space for every 20,000 square 
feet after 42,000 square feet 

    

[1] Bicycle parking requirements that are expressed as a percentage are to be interpreted as a percentage of the required amount 
of car parking spaces for that use.   

[2] Bicycle parking is not required for dwelling units with a garage only accessible by residents of that dwelling unit. 

[3] A parking space provided for a second unit may be located in tandem with a parking space for the single-family residence only 
if such design is necessary in order to provide the required number of parking spaces for both units, and either space may be 
accessed from the driveway without moving an automobile parked in the other space. Notwithstanding subsection A1 of this 
section, if tandem parking is provided, one of the parking spaces for the single-family residence may be uncovered.  
[4] Queuing spaces shall be equal to a standard parking space. 
[5] Outdoor sales is expressly prohibited. 
[6] In addition to yard areas, any other listed use shall be applied for uses on the site. 
[7] Warehouse, Storage, Wholesaling and Distribution, Freight Terminal shall include any building located in an industrial zone 
that is utilized at least 80 percent for warehousing or storage purposes.  This definition shall not apply to self-service storage 
facilities. 
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Shared Parking Table 

  Week Day Week Day Week End Week End All Week 
 Day Evening Day Evening Night 

Land Use 

Required 
Parking (for 
individual uses) 

9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

6 p.m. to 
12 a.m. 

9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

6 p.m. to 
12 a.m. 

12 a.m. to 
6 a.m. 

Office/Industrial   0 0 0 0 0 
Retail   0 0 0 0 0 
Hotel   0 0 0 0 0 
Restaurant   0 0 0 0 0 
Entertainment/ 
Commercial   0 0 0 0 0 

   Shared Parking Calculation 
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 
 
 
 

 Ratio  

 Week Day Week Day Week End Week End All Week 
 Day Evening Day Evening Night time 

 Land Use 
9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

6 p.m. to 
12 a.m. 

9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

6 p.m. to 
12 a.m. 

12 a.m. to 
6 a.m. 

 Office/Industrial 1 0.1 0.19 0.5 0.05 
 Retail 0.6 0.9 1 0.7 0.05 
 Hotel 0.75 1 0.75 1 0.75 
 Restaurant 0.5 1 1 1 0.1 

 
Entertainment/ 
Commercial 0.4 1 0.8 1 0.1 
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