
RESOLUTION 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

PROJECT NO. RPPL2016000614 
ROWLAND HEIGHTS COMMUNITY STANDARDS DISTRICT AMENDMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Regional Planning Commission (Commission) of the County of Los Angeles 
has conducted a public hearing on March 23, 2016, on the matter of amendments to Title 22 
(Planning and Zoning Ordinance) of the Los Angeles County Code, relating to the Rowland 
Heights Community Standards District (CSD); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Commission finds as follows: 
 

1. On September 1, 1981, the Board of Supervisors adopted the Rowland Heights 
Community General Plan (Community Plan). 
 

2. On November 27, 2001, the Board of Supervisors adopted the Rowland Heights CSD. 
 
3. On September 29, 2015, the Board of Supervisors approved the Living Suites 

Ordinance, which authorized developers to request dwelling units with living suites in the 
Residential Planned Development Zone as part of a conditional use permit application 
for a residential planned development in the unincorporated areas of the County. 

 
4. A living suite is a portion of a residence that includes a kitchen, a living room, a 

bathroom, and one or more bedrooms. A living suite includes an interior connection, 
typically a door, to the remainder of the residence and may also have a separate exterior 
entrance. 

 
5. The Living Suites Ordinance does not prohibit rental of a living suite to another 

household. 
 
6. The Community Plan contains goals and policies that call for maintaining the single-

family residential character of the community, including restricting attached housing to 
higher-density residential land use categories, and that call for prohibiting residential 
uses in industrial areas. 

 
7. The Rowland Heights CSD was established, in part, to ensure that new development 

retains the residential character of the area. 
 
8. Approximately 97 percent of the by-right residential zoning in Rowland Heights is single-

family residential zoning. 
 
9. Approximately two-thirds of the housing units in Rowland Heights are owner-occupied. 
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10. The proposed prohibition is necessary at this time because it will ensure that the owner-
occupied, single-family residential character of the community is maintained. 

 
11. The proposed prohibition is consistent with the goals and policies of the Community 

Plan, which is a component of the Los Angeles County General Plan. 
 
12. Adoption of the proposed ordinance is exempt from environmental review pursuant to 

section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines 
because there is no possibility that adoption of the ordinance may have a significant 
effect on the environment. Adoption of the ordinance will not result in any direct physical 
change in the environment and will not result in any indirect physical change in the 
environment that is reasonably foreseeable at this time. The ordinance does not propose 
or authorize any development; the number location, specific characteristics and 
environmental impacts of requests for development that may take place in lieu of new 
planned single-family residential developments containing living suites are reasonably 
unforeseeable at this time; and, the ordinance does not involve any commitment to any 
specific project that may have a significant effect on the environment. 

 
13. The public was appropriately notified of the public hearing. Public hearing notices were 

sent to 12,133 owners of property in the Rowland Heights CSD and individuals and 
organizations who previously signed up for the Department’s courtesy mailing list or 
were consulted during development of the ordinance. A copy of the public hearing notice 
and proposed ordinance were also sent to seven public libraries and parks in Los 
Angeles County and two public libraries in Orange County. A legal advertisement was 
published in the San Gabriel Valley Tribune and La Opiniòn, newspapers of general 
circulation in the project area, on February 23, 2016. Project information was also posted 
to the Department’s web site at http://planning.lacounty.gov/rhcsd. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Regional Planning Commission 
recommends that the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors: 
 

1. Certify that adoption of the ordinance is exempt from environmental review pursuant 
to section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines; and 

 
2. Conduct a public hearing to consider an ordinance amending Title 22 (Planning and 

Zoning) of the Los Angeles County Code to establish regulations prohibiting living 
suites in the Rowland Heights Community Standards District; and 

 
3. Adopt the attached ordinance amending Title 22 (Planning and Zoning) of the Los 

Angeles County Code and determine that it is compatible with and supportive of the 
goals and policies of the Los Angeles County General Plan. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by a majority of the voting members of 
the County of Los Angeles Regional Planning Commission on March 23, 2016. 
 
 
 

     By:  ___________________________________ 
Rosie O. Ruiz, Commission Secretary 
Regional Planning Commission 
County of Los Angeles 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 
By: _________________________________ 

Jill Jones, Deputy County Counsel 
Property Division 

 
VOTE 
 
Concurring: 
 
Dissenting: 
 
Abstaining: 
 
Absent:  
 
Action Date:  


