Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning
Planning for the Challenges Ahead

Jon Sanabria
Acting Director of Planning

November 19, 2009

TO: Leslie G. Bellamy, Chair
Wayne Rew, Vice Chair
Esther L. Valadez, Commissioner
Harold V. Helsley, Commissioner
Pat Modugno, Commissioner

FROM: Mitch Glaser, AICP, Supervising Regional Planner
Countywide Studies Section %gﬁ

SUBJECT: NOVEMBER 23, 2009 -- AGENDA ITEM #8
PROJECT NO. R2007-01226-(5)
PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 2009-00006-(5)
ZONE CHANGE NO. 2009-00009-(5)
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CASE NO. 2009-00080-(5)
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY AREA PLAN UPDATE (ONE VALLEY ONE
VISION)

Staff has received additional correspondence regarding this matter, which is attached
for your consideration.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at (213) 974-6476 or
mglaser@planning.lacounty.gov. :

MWG:mwg

Attachments

320 West Temple Street = Los Angeles, CA 90012 = 213-974-6411 = Fax: 213-626-0434 = TDD: 213-617-2292
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STATE CLEARINGHOUSE AND PLANNING UNIT
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER _ " CyNTHIA BRYANT
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR
November 3, 2009 '
Mitch Glaser
Los Angeles County
320 West Temple Street, Room 1354
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Subject: One Valley One Vision - County Project No. R2007-01226
SCH#: 2008071119

Dear Mitch Glaser:

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Draft EIR to selected state agencies for review. On
the enclosed Docuinent Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has listed the state agencies that
reviewed your document. The review period closed on November 2, 2009, and the comments from the
responding agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify the State

~ Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project’s ten-digit State Clearinghouse number in future

" correspondence so that we may respond promptly. -

Please note that Scctlon 21104(c) of the California Public Resources Code states that:

o "“A respon31ble or other public agency shall only make substantive comments regardmg those
activities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or which are

" required to be carried out or approved by the agency.. Those comments shall be supported by

- specific. documentation.”

These comments are forwarded for use in preparing your final environmental document. Should you need
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments, we recommend that you contact the
commenting agency directly. :

This letter acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for
draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please contact the
State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the environmental review
process.

Sincerely,

1 Scott Morgan
Acting Dn'ector State Clearmghouse

Enclosures
cc Resources Agency

1400 10th Street P.0.Box 3044  Sacramento, California 95812-3044
(916) 445-0613 FAX (916) 323-3018  www.0pr.ca.gov



Document Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base

SCH# 2008071119
Project Title  One Valley One Vision - County Project No. R2007-01226
Lead Agency Los Angeles County
Type EIR Draft EIR
Description NOTE: Review Per Lead
One Valiey One Vision (OVOV) is a joint effort between the County of Los Angeles, City of Santa
Clarita, and Santa Clarita Valley residents and businesses to create a single vision and set of
guidelines for the future growth of the Santa Clarita Valley and the preservation of natural resources.
Realizing that development within both jurisdictions can have regional implications, the County and
City have jointly endeavored to prepare planning policies and guidelines to guide future development
within the Santa Clarita Valley. The result of this work effort will require the adaption of 2 separate
documents. The County will adopt a new General Plan and EIR. This EIR has been prepared to
evaluate the potentional impacts of the policies of the County's Area Plan.
- Lead Agency Contact
Name Mitch Glaser
Agency Los Angeles County
Phone ~213-974-6476 Fax
email
Address 320 West Temple Street, Room 1354
City Los Angeles State CA Zip 90012 .
" Project Location
County Los Angeles
City Santa Clarita
, Region
Lat/Long
Cross Streets Various
Parcel No.
Township Range Section Base
Proximity to:
Highways 5, 14,126
Airports Palmdale
Railways
Waterways Santa Clarita River
- Schools Various
Land Use Various
Project Issues  Aesthetic/Visual; Agricultural Land; Air Quality; Archaeologic-Historic; Cumulative Effects;
Drainage/Absorption; Flood Plain/Flooding; Forest Land/Fire Hazard; Geologic/Seismic; Growth
Inducing; Landuse; Minerals; Noise; Population/Housing Balance; Public Services; Recreation/Parks;
Schools/Universities; Sewer Capacity; Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading; Solid Waste;
Toxic/Hazardous; Traffic/Circulation; Vegetation; Water Quality; Water Supply; Wetland/Riparian;
Wildlife; Other Issues ' . ‘ :
Reviewing Resources Agency; Department of Conservation; Department of Fish and Game, Region 5; Office of
.Agencies Historic Preservation; Department of Parks and Recreation; Department of Water Resources; Caltrans,
' Division of Aeronautics; California Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 7; Regional Water Quality Control
Board, Region 4; Department of Toxic Substances Control; Native American Heritage Commission
Date Received 09/03/2009 Start of Review 09/03/2009 End of Review 11/02/2009

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency.



SIATE OF CALIEORRIA Amold Schwarzenegger, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364

(s;g)am&u;r?, CA 95814 O\M 0(/]

i o | i\ ;& BECEIVED

e-mall: ds_nahc@pacbell.net :

‘ SEP 15 2009
September 10, 2009 ' '
STATE CLEARING HOUSE

Mr. Mitch Glaser, Planner )
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING

320 West Temple Street, Room 1354
Los Angeles, CA 90012

. Re: SCH#20080711 19; CEQA Notice of Completion; draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the
One Valley-One Vision Project; Los Angeles County Department of Redional Planning and the City of
Santa Clarita: L os Angeles County, California

Dear Mr. Glaser:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) is the state ‘trustee agency’ pursuant to
Public Resources Code §21070 for the protection and preservation of California’s Native American
Cultural Resources.. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA - CA Public Resources Code
§21000-21177, amended in 2009) requires that any project that causes a substantial adverse change in
the significance of an historical resource, that includes archaeological resources, is a ‘significant effect’
requiring the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) per the California Code of Regulations
§15064.5(b)(c )(f) CEQA guidelines). Section 15382 of the CEQA Guidelines defines a significant impact
on the environment as “a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of physical
conditions within an area affected by the proposed project, including ...objects of historic or aesthetic
significance.” In order to comply with this provision, the lead agency is required to assess whether the
project will have an adverse impact on these resources within the ‘area of potential effect (APE)’, and if
so, to mitigate that effect. To adequately assess the project-related impacts on historical resources, the
Commission recommends the following.

The Native American Heritage Commission did perform a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search
in the NAHC SLF Inventory, established by the Legislature pursuant to Public Resources Code
§5097.94(a) and Native American Cultural resources were not identified within one-half mile of the
APEs. Early consultation with Native American tribes in your area is the best way to avoid
‘unanticipated discoveries once a project is underway. Enclosed are the names of the nearest tribes
-and interested Native American individuals that the NAHC recommends as ‘consulting parties,’ for
- this purpose, that may have knowledge of the religious and cultural significance of the historic
properties in the project area (e.g. APE). We recommend that you contact persons on the attached
list of Native American contacts. A Native American Tribe or Tribal Elder may be the only source of
information about a cultural resource.. Also, the NAHC recommends that a Native American
Monitor or person be employed whenever a professional archaeologist is employed during the
‘Initial Study’ and in other phases of the environmental study.. Furthermore we suggest that you
contact the California Historic Resources Information System (CHRIS) at the Office of Historic
Preservation (OHP) Coordinator’s office (at (916) 653-7278, for referral to the nearest OHP
Information Center of which there are 11..

Consultation with tribes and interested Native American tribes and individuals, as consulting
parties, on the NAHC list ,should be conducted in complianceé with the requirements of federal
NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321-43351) and Section 106 and 4(f) of federal NHPA (16 U.S.C. 470 [f)]ef se),

and NAGPRA (25 U.S.C. 3001-3013), as appropriate. .

Lead agencies should consider avoidance, as defined in Section 15370 of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) when significant cultural resources could be affected by a



project. Also, Public Resources Code Section 5097.98 and Health & Safety Code Section 7050.5
provide for provisions for accidentally discovered archeological resources during construction and
mandate the processes to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains
in a project location other than a ‘dedicated cemetery. Discussion of these should be included in
your environmental documents, as appropriate.

The authority for the SLF record search of the NAHC Sacred Lands Inventory, established
by the California Legislature, is Califomnia Public Resources Code §5097.94(a) and is exempt from
the CA Public Records Act (c.f. California Government Code §6254.10). The results of the SLF
search are confidential. However, Native Americans on the attached contact list are not prohibited
from and may wish to reveal the nature of identified cuitural resources/historic properties.
Confidentiality of “historic properties of religious and cultural significance’ may also be protected the
under Section 304 of the NHPA or at the Secretary of the Interior’ discretion if not eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places, The Secretary may also be advised by the federal
Indian Religious Freedom Act (cf. 42 U.S.C, 1996) in issuing a decision on whether or not to

- disclose.items of religious and/or cultural significance identified in or near the APE and possibly
threatened by proposed project activity.

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064 .5(d) requires the lead agency to work with the Native Americans
. identified by this Commission if the initial Study identifies the presence or likely presence of Native
American human remains within the APE. CEQA Guidelines provide for agreements with Native
American, identified by the NAHC, to assure the appropriate and dignified treatment of Native
American human remains and any associated grave liens.

Health and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98 and Sec. §15064.5 (d) of the
California Code of Regulations (CEQA Guidelines) mandate procedures to be followed, including that
. construction or excavation be stopped in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in a
location other than a dedicated cemetery until the county coroner or medical examiner can determine
whether the remains are those of a Native American. . Note that §7052 of the Heatlth & Safety Code
states that disturbance of Native American cemeteries is a felony.

Again, Lead agencies should consider avoidance _as defined in §15370 of the California Code of
Regulations (CEQA Guidelines), when significant cultural resources are discovered during the course of
.pro ect lannin and implementation

Please feel free to contact mé at (916) 653-6251 if you have any questions.

e Singleton

Program Analyst

Attachment: List of Native American Contacts

Cc:  State Clearinghouse
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November 5, 2009

Los Angeles County

Department of Regional Planning

320 W. Temple Street Engineering
Los Angeles, CA 90012 Planning
Surveying

Attn: Mitch Glaser

RE:

Dear Mr. Glaser:

15230 Burbank Blvd., Suite 100
AMB 2865-019- POR. OF -009, -010 AND 2865-012-001 Van Nuys, CA 91411-3586

OUR WORK ORDER: 5100-056-6 Tel: 818/787-8550

Fax: 818/901-7451
E-mail: info@sikand.com

We have been asked by our client to request the Regional Planning staff revisit their property by
taking a second look at the request to modify the land use as designated on the proposed OVOV.
We are requesting that this modification from RL2 to H2 be made over AMB’s 2865-019- por. of
009 and 2865-019-010 as well as adjacent properties shown as AMB 2865-012-001 for
compatibility and completeness purposes. The reason for request is as follows.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5

Compatibility with the land to the north as well as the south.

Adjacent redesignated H2 land use directly adjacent to the east.

High density would allow the ability to create enhanced circulation with the Hilicrest
community to the south and Parker Rd community to the north with any future streets.
Castaic CSD allows for 10,000 sf average lot sizes with 7000 sf minimums.

Proximity to the I-5 freeway, Hillcrest Parkway and The Old Road

We respectfully request that you take second look at this area, as an additional portion of this site
should be redesignated with a higher land use.

Sincerely,
SIKAND ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES

o

Matt Benvenieste

Attachments:

1.

Proposed OVOV with modification overlay

2. AMB 2865-019-009 & -010; 2865-012-001

cc: Hunt Williams

Ron Horn

NOV 10 2009

X:AAdmIin\5 100\5100-05615100-056-06\5100-056-06-RRH-Los Angeles County -11-10-08.doc
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