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3.5 Agricultural Resources

The proposed Area Plan contains non-agricultural land uses that are within 0.25 mile of existing active
agricultural areas. The County Agriculture Commissioner monitors all aspects of the agricultural
production in the County and has the duty to exercise the powers and duties of that office to protect the
environment, as it relates to agricultural activities, from adverse effects of biological organisms released
into the environment and to protect beneficial biological organisms in the County. The Agricultural
Commissioner is authorized to import, collect, release, destroy, and propagate of beneficial organisms
when such action is deemed to be in the best interest of agricultural activities in the County and its

environment.

THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

In order to assist in determining whether a project will have a significant effect on the environment, the
State CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G, identify criteria for conditions that may be deemed to constitute a

substantial or potentially adverse change in physical conditions.

Significant agricultural resources impacts will result if

e there is a conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance,
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Department of Conservation Division of Land Resource Protection, to non-agricultural use;
and,

o there will be exposure of future residents to nuisances associated with agricultural operations or
expose farms to nuisances associated with urban uses.

IMPACT ANALYSIS

The following text discusses the potential impacts on agricultural resources within the County’s Planning
Area per the proposed Area Plan goals, objectives and policies and the State CEQA Guidelines thresholds

of significance criteria.

Impact 35-1  There is a conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance, shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the Department of Conservation Division of Land Resource

Protection, to non-agricultural use.

The CDC updates their Important Farmland Maps through the FMMP on a biennial basis. The latest
update for the County of Los Angeles is for 2004-2006. Under the current Land Use Policy Map areas of

Important Farmland (according to the 2004-2006 FMMP Map) are currently designated as Urbanized
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3.5 Agricultural Resources

land uses, as shown on Figure 3.5-1. The following is a list of the areas that are designated as Important

Farmland under the 2004-2006 FMMP Mapping, but are currently under an urbanized state:

e Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, and Unique Farmland west of Interstate 5, north
and south along California Route 126 These areas have already been designated as Specific Plan (SP)
under the currently adopted Land Use Policy Map. These areas are within the Newhall Ranch
Specific Plan, which have been previously approved by the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors, and will be converted, to urban uses over a buildout period of 20 years. The EIR for the
Specific Plan analyzed the impacts of the conversion of these important farmland areas to urbanized
land uses.

e Two areas of Prime Farmland and Unique Farmland along the western side of Interstate 5, south of
California Route 126. These areas have already been designated for urban uses as Major Commercial
(CM) (Industry and Commercial) under the currently adopted Land Use Policy Map. These areas are
no longer used as farmland and portions have been recently developed with a shopping center and
an office building. The Area Plan anticipates additional commercial development in these areas, as
they have relatively close topography, are within close proximity to major transportation corridors,
and can provide additional employment opportunities for Santa Clarita Valley residents.

e Areas of Prime Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance located along I-5 on its eastern side
north of Del Valle Road. These areas are already designated as Public and Semi-Public Facility (P)
under the existing Land Use Policy Map. These designations are appropriate because these areas are
owned by the County of Los Angeles and are part of the Peter Pitchess Detention Center (also known
as the Wayside Honor Rancho).

e Areas of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance located on the
eastern side of Bouquet Canyon Road These areas are no longer used as farmland and are the subject
of a pending development application (Tract 52193). The Area Plan anticipates urban residential
development in these areas, as they have relatively level topography, are adjacent to major highways,
and can provide additional housing opportunities for a growing population.

Upon implementation of the Area Plan, the proposed Land Use Policy Map will continue to designate

these areas as urbanized land use.

Although this is not consistent with the proposed policies and would represent a significant impact under
State CEQA Guidelines, the updated 2006-2008 Important Farmland Map for the County of Los Angeles
should declassify these areas as Important Farmland due to the urbanization that has occurred on these
lands since the last FMMP update, in 2004-2006. This would reduce impacts on these parcels to a less

than significant level.

There will also be areas of Important Farmland within the County Planning Area that will be designated
as Rural land use where appropriate (Policy LU 1.1.7 and Policy CO 10.1.9). These areas of Important

Farmland are located as describe below:
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3.5 Agricultural Resources

® An area of Farmland of Statewide Importance located in between the tributary of San Francisquito
Canyon and San Francisquito Canyon Road, which will be designated as Rural land under the
proposed Land Use Policy Map;

e An area of Prime Farmland and Unique Farmland located on the western side of Bouquet Canyon
Road, which will be designated Rural Land 2 (RL2) on the proposed Land Use Policy Map;

e An area of Prime Farmland located just south of Sierra Highway, which will be designated as Rural
Land 20 (RL20) on the proposed Land Use Policy Map; and

e An area of Prime Farmland located south of California Route 14 and north of Placerita Canyon Road,
which will be designated as Rural Land 20 (RL20) on the proposed Land Use Policy Map.

Proposed Policy LU 1.1.7 will help to conserve these above mentioned existing lands designated as Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance. The Open Space designation is
intended to identify and reserve land for both natural and active open space uses, including public and
private parks, conservancy lands, nature preserves, wildlife habitats, water bodies and adjacent riparian
habitat, wetlands areas dedicated to open space use, drainage easements, cemeteries, golf courses, and
other open space areas dedicated for public and private uses. Typical uses include recreation,
horticulture, limited agriculture, animal grazing, and habitat preservation. The Non-Urban/Agricultural
land use designation would provide for non-urban lands that are used for low-density residential uses on
large lots, in areas characterized by rural development interspersed with natural open space. Agricultural
lands would be included and used for grazing, horticulture, row, field, and tree crops, and limited

keeping of livestock, horses and other large animals.

Important Farmland (land designated as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide
Importance) is being lost to urban expansion near existing cities. For farmers, urban encroachment
adversely affects the efficiency of remaining farming operations due to increase air pollution, livestock
predation by pets, crops disease resulting from inadequate care of off-farm ornamental plants, restrictions
on pesticide use and burning, and requirements to set aside on-farm buffer zones. At the same time,
production costs increase due to rising land values, water scarcity, theft and vandalism of farm
equipment, crop pilferage, road congestion, and personal injury liability resulting from trespassing on
farms. By reducing the profitability of remaining farming operations, urban encroachment tends to have

a spiraling effect, encouraging further losses of farms to urban development.

The amount of Important Farmland that is being converted within County’s Planning Area is relatively
small compared to the inventoried amount of Important Farmland within the State of California.
However, when comparing the amount of Important Farmland that would be converted in the County’s

Planning Areas, compared to the amount of inventoried acres of Important Farmland within the County
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3.5 Agricultural Resources

of Los Angeles, the amount that would be converted from implementation of the Area Plan, would be
substantial. This is due to the potential decrease of county and state agricultural economies due to the
conversion of these Important Farmlands to urban land-uses. However, the implementation of the Area
Plan would conserve the areas designated as Important Farmland (as discussed above) through the below
mentioned policies (land designated as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide

Importance) as designated by the CDC FMMP
Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.1.7: Preserve and protect important agricultural resources, including farmland and
grazing land, through designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land Use

Map where appropriate.

Policy CO 10.1.9: Preserve forested areas, agricultural lands, wildlife habitat and corridors,
wetlands, watersheds, groundwater recharge areas, and other open space that

provides nature carbon sequestration benefits.
Effectiveness of Proposed Area Policies

Implementation of Policy LU 1.1.7, and Policy CO 10.1.9, as discussed above, would provide the
conservation needs for Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance
located within the County’s Planning Area, and thus would not result in the urbanization of these
Important Farmlands. The Land Use Policy Map would, therefore, be consistent in providing that these
Important Farmland areas are designated as Rural designations on the proposed Land Use Policy Map;

therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Impact 3.5-2 Potentially expose future residents to nuisances associated with agricultural

operations or expose farms to nuisances associated with urban uses.

Implementation of the Area Plan will result in urbanized land uses being adjacent to Open Space and
Non-Urban/Agricultural land uses that will contain existing agricultural operations. Typically where
non-agricultural land uses extend into agricultural areas or where they exist side by side, agricultural
operations often become the subject of nuisance complaints. As a result, some agricultural operations are
forced to cease or curtail operations, others are discouraged from making investments in farm
improvements, and efficient agricultural production is generally discouraged due to burdensome

litigation against farmers.

Impact Sciences, Inc. 3.5-18 One Valley One Vision Draft Program EIR
0112.023 County of Los Angeles Area Plan
September 2009



3.5 Agricultural Resources

The implementation of the Area Plan could result in nuisance complaints from future residents in regards
to the operations of existing agricultural operations. Additionally, nuisance complaints from existing
agricultural operators could be voiced in regards to urbanized land uses being in close proximity of the
agricultural operations. Nuisance complaints such as pilferage, vandalism, excessive noise, odors,
pesticide overspray, and increased rodent/pest populations could result from the existence of
agriculturally active operations existing adjacent to urbanized areas. Therefore, implementation of the
Area Plan could result in a significant impact in regards to exposing future residents to nuisances
associated with agricultural operations or exposing farming activities to nuisances associated with urban

uses.

In regards to pest management from agricultural land uses, the Ventura County Agricultural
Commissioner’s Office is primarily concerned with the possible transport of pest and disease into
agricultural operations adjacent to urban development through physical transport by vehicular traffic,
not through trespass incidents from pedestrians or animals of residential developments.15 If
development of newly designated urbanized land occurs adjacent to agricultural areas, access to these
newly designated urbanized land uses will be introduced, which could cause the transportation and
introduction of pest and disease onto the agriculturally active land, causing a potentially significant
impact. The Los Angeles County Agricultural Commissioner is authorized to implement or cooperate in
management or mitigation programs to be conducted against such plant, environmental, or nuisance
pests as can be controlled in an economically, ecologically, and biologically sound manner to protect
agriculture. Since the County’s Planning Area does not contain any policies that will reduce the impacts
associated with possible exposure of future residents and employees to agricultural pests and diseases;

impacts would be potentially significant.

The Area Plan does not include any policies that would

e reduce the impacts associated with possible exposure of future residents to nuisances associated with
agricultural operations,

e reduce the impacts of exposure from currently established farms to nuisances associated with
adjacent urban uses, or

e reduce exposure to future residents of agricultural pests and diseases.

15 personal Communication with Ms. Rita Graham, Agricultural Planner, Ventura County Agricultural

Commissioner’s Office, Oct. 23, 2007.
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3.5 Agricultural Resources

However, with implementation of mitigation measure MM 3.5-1, these impacts would be reduced to a

less than significant level.

Proposed Policies

The proposed Area Plan does not include any policies that address possible exposure of (1) future
residents to nuisances associated with agricultural operations, or (2) currently established farms to

nuisances associated with adjacent urban uses.

Effectiveness of Policies

The proposed Area Plan does not contain any policies that would reduce the exposure of future residents
to nuisances associated with agricultural operations or expose farms to nuisances exposed from urban
uses. Therefore, these potential impacts would continue to be significant. However, implementation of

mitigation measure MM 3.5-1 would reduce these impacts to a less than significant level.
Mitigation Framework

Impacts on agricultural land use within the County’s Planning Area would be significant because the

Land Use Policy Map is inconsistent with the Area Plan’s policies.

The following mitigation measure would reduce potential impacts associated with (1) exposing future
residents to nuisances associated with agricultural operations, or (2) exposing farms to nuisances

associated with urban uses to less than significant.

3.5-1 The County of Los Angeles shall implement a Right-to-Farm Ordinance in order to
protect existing agricultural operations from future residents that could produce
nuisances and to inform new residents of existing agricultural operations within the
County’s Planning Area that could produce nuisances such as excess noise, odor, vector
control problems, vermin infestation, and pesticide overspray with implementation of

the proposed Area Plan.

Significance of Impact with Mitigation Framework

Since the Important Farmlands that are designated under the 2004-2006 FMMP mapping cycle would be
conserved through the policies provided above, impacts would be less than significant. The Important

Farmland that is designated under the 2004-2006 FMMP mapping cycle have been approved and are in
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the process of being urbanized. Therefore, the CDC, upon completion of their 2006-2008 FMMP mapping

cycle, shall show that these areas have been declassified as Important Farmland designations.

With the implementation of the above mitigation measure, agricultural resources nuisance impacts

would be less than significant.
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