
























3.1 Land Use

Impact Sciences, Inc. 3.1-28 One Valley One Vision Draft Program EIR
0112.023 County of Los Angeles Area Plan

September 2009

promote mixed-density residential neighborhoods that are consistent with community character,

avoiding over-development of high-density multiple-family units in any particular location (Policy LU

3.4.6), and will help prevent crime within multiple family residential projects (Policy LU 3.3.8). The

proposed Area Plan encourages the development of a range of childcare services and facilities to serve

the needs of working families (Policy LU 4.1.6). The proposed Area Plan will also minimize the

prominence of areas devoted to automobile parking and access in the design of residential neighborhoods

(Policy LU 3.4.7); and will require architectural design treatment along all sides of new housing to

promote continuity of architectural scale and rhythm, avoiding the appearance of blank walls (360 degree

enhancement) (Policy LU 3.4.8).

Other policies focusing on maintaining and developing community character include planting of street

trees throughout urban areas in the County’s Planning Area (Policy LU 6.3.1); encouraging street cross-

sections that locate landscaped parkways between the curb and the sidewalk to create a visually pleasing

landscape and provide pedestrian protection (Policy LU 3.4.9); developing compatible landscape plans

for major arterials including landscaped medians and parkways (Policy LU 6.3.2); enhancing major

entrance points, including on and off ramps from Interstate 5 and State Route 14 as well as entrances

along State Route 126 and Sierra Highway (Policy LU 6.3.3); undergrounding of utility lines for new

development where feasible, and plan for undergrounding of existing utility lines in conjunction with

street improvement projects (Policy LU 6.3.4); and restricting the establishment of billboards (Policy LU

6.3.5).

To further encourage maintenance of neighborhoods, the use of high quality, durable, and natural-

appearing building materials will be required (Policy LU 6.5.1). Designs and architectural styles that

incorporate classic and timeless architectural features (Policy LU 6.5.2) will be encouraged as will

architectural enhancement and articulation on all sides of buildings (360 degree architecture), with special

consideration at building entrances and corners, and along facades adjacent to major arterial streets

(Policy LU 6.5.3). New development will be evaluated in consideration of its context, to ensure that

buildings create a coherent living environment, a cohesive urban fabric, and contribute to a sense of place

consistent with the surrounding neighborhoods (Policy LU 6.5.4).

The proposed Area Plan would guide where and in what manner future development would occur.

Growth in the County’s Planning Area shall account for the visions and objectives for each community.

Because the proposed Area Plan and existing Specific Plans provide policies reflective of the unique

intentions for the quality and character of the distinct communities, implementation of the proposed Area

Plan would not physically divide any established community. No significant impact to an established

community would occur.
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Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.2.11: In Pico Canyon, recognize the historic significance of Mentryville in future

planning; preserve the existing rural development pattern; and ensure

compatibility of new development with the adjacent Significant Ecological Area

and habitat.

Policy LU 1.2.12: In the Fair Oaks community, facilitate location of commercial and community

services in proximity to residences to serve local needs.

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to plan for cohesive, vibrant,

pedestrian-oriented communities with mixed uses, access to public transit, and

opportunities for living and working within the same community.

Policy LU 2.1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate a balance of land uses in appropriate amounts

to meet future community needs while ensuring that no use designation is over-

represented in a manner that is not economically viable.

Policy LU 2.1.3: Provide a range of land use types and densities to reflect the special

characteristics, lifestyles, and opportunities that differentiate various

communities and villages in the Santa Clarita Valley, including urban, suburban,

and rural living environments.

Policy LU 2.1.4: Adopt a compatible set of land use designations between the County and City of

Santa Clarita for land in the Santa Clarita Valley, to be implemented through

standards and zones applied by each agency to ensure compatibility with the

character of each area and with the goals of the County’s Area Plan and the

City’s General Plan.

Policy LU 2.1.5: Identify areas with hazardous conditions and ensure that uses in or adjacent to

these areas pose minimal risk to public health or safety.

Policy LU 3.3.3: Identify neighborhoods in which uses that pose a potential hazard to human

health and safety may be over-concentrated, and address public safety through

use of buffer areas, policies on siting decisions for such uses, changing land use

designations, or other means as deemed appropriate.



3.1 Land Use

Impact Sciences, Inc. 3.1-30 One Valley One Vision Draft Program EIR
0112.023 County of Los Angeles Area Plan

September 2009

Policy LU 3.3.8: Within multiple family residential projects comprised of multiple buildings,

ensure that project designs include crime prevention measures such as

delineating public and private open space, designs for defensible space, easy

surveillance by residents of all outdoor and indoor common areas, lack of dead

end aisles or paths, and similar measures.

Policy LU 3.4.1: Promote the inclusion of green spaces, neighborhood parks, and other gathering

places that allow neighbors to meet one another and encourage “eyes on the

street” for safety purposes

Policy LU 3.4.2: Ensure provision of street trees in urban residential areas where appropriate, to

provide shade, comfort, and aesthetic enhancement.

Policy LU 3.4.3: Provide appropriate levels of code enforcement to ensure maintenance of

neighborhoods in a clean, healthy, and safe condition.

Policy LU 3.4.4: Within higher density housing developments, ensure provision of adequate

recreational and open space amenities to ensure a high quality living

environment.

Policy LU 3.4.5: Ensure compatibility between single family and multiple family residential

developments through consideration of building height and massing,

architectural treatment, connectivity, privacy, and other design considerations.

Policy LU 3.4.7: Minimize the prominence of areas devoted to automobile parking and access in

the design of residential neighborhoods.

Policy LU 3.4.8: Require architectural design treatment along all sides of new housing to promote

continuity of architectural scale and rhythm and avoid the appearance of blank

walls (360 degree enhancement).

Policy LU 3.4.9: Encourage street cross-sections that locate landscaped parkways between the

curb and the sidewalk to create a visually pleasing streetscape and provide

pedestrian protection.

Policy LU 4.1.6: Encourage the development of a range of child care services and facilities to

serve the needs of working families, including public and private child care
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centers, infant care, and after-school care, through supportive zoning regulations

and permitting procedures.

Policy LU 6.3.1: Promote planting of street trees throughout urban areas in the Santa Clarita

Valley.

Policy LU 6.3.2: Develop compatible landscape plans for major arterials traversing the Santa

Clarita Valley, including landscaped medians and parkways, and implement

these plans in both County and City of Santa Clarita areas, where feasible and

appropriate based on right of way and other conditions.

Policy LU 6.3.3: Enhance major entrance points to the community, including on and off ramps

from Interstate 5 and State Route 14; entrances along State Route 126; and at the

northern and southern entrance points on Sierra Highway, where feasible and

appropriate.

Policy LU 6.3.4: Require undergrounding of utility lines for new development where feasible,

and plan for undergrounding of existing utility lines in conjunction with street

improvement projects where economically feasible.

Policy LU 6.3.5: Restrict the establishment of billboards within the planning area.

Policy LU 6.5.1: Require use of high quality, durable, and natural-appearing building materials,

pursuant to the ordinances developed through the County’s Green Building

Program.

Policy LU 6.5.2: Encourage the use of designs and architectural styles that incorporate classic and

timeless architectural features.

Policy LU 6.5.3: Require architectural enhancement and articulation on all sides of buildings (360

degree architecture), with special consideration at building entrances and

corners, and along facades adjacent to major arterial streets.

Policy LU 6.5.4: Evaluate new development in consideration of its context, to ensure that

buildings create a coherent living environment, a cohesive urban fabric, and

contribute to a sense of place consistent with the surrounding neighborhoods.
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Policy LU 9.1.4: Develop and apply compatible standards within County and City of Santa

Clarita areas for design and maintenance of utility infrastructure, in

consideration of the character of each community.

Effectiveness of Proposed Area Plan Policies

The above policies are designed to provide continuity and smart land use designation decisions for the

County’s Planning Area. The proposed Area Plan and Land Use Policy Map would not physically divide

an established community. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Impact 3.1-2 Future development permitted by the proposed Area Plan may conflict with an

applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction

over the project (including, but not limited to, the general plan, specific plan,

local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of

avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect.

Buildout under the proposed Area Plan would facilitate controlled growth and development of the

County’s Planning Area. A consistency analysis for the proposed Area Plan policies is provided below to

ensure that the County’s Planning Area will be consistent with SCAG policies and plans.

SCAG Regional Transportation Plan Goals and Policies

RTP G1 Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the region.

Analysis (Consistent):

The County’s proposed Area Plan would maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in

the region with the implementation of numerous improvements to local roadways systems, which are

included in the Circulation Element. Alternative modes of transportation would facilitate movement of

people and goods into and out of the County’s Planning Area. The proposed Area Plan includes the

following policies to ensure that mobility and accessibility are key to the future of the County’s Planning

Area and ensure consistency with RTP G1.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 5.1.2: Require connectivity between walkways and bikeways serving neighborhoods

and nearby commercial areas, schools, parks, and other supporting services and

facilities.
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Policy LU 5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by walkways and comfortable, safe,

and convenient waiting facilities, are provided for transit users within

residential, shopping, and business developments.

Policy LU 5.2.1: Designate higher-density residential uses in areas served by public transit and a

full range of support services.

Policy LU 5.2.2: Provide for location of neighborhood commercial uses in proximity to the

neighborhoods they serve, to encourage cycling and walking to local stores.

Policy C 1.1.2: Promote expansion of alternative transportation options to increase accessibility

to all demographic and economic groups throughout the community, including

mobility-impaired persons, senior citizens, low-income persons, and youth.

Policy C 1.2.2: Create walkable communities, with paseos and walkways connecting residential

neighborhoods to multi-modal transportation services such as bus stops and rail

stations.

Policy C 1.2.3: Require that new commercial and industrial development provide walkway

connections to public sidewalks and transit stops, where available.

Policy C 1.2.7: In pedestrian-oriented areas, provide a highly connected circulation grid with

relatively small blocks to encourage walking.

RTP G2 Ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and goods in the region.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would promote safety for all types of mobility within the County’s Planning

Area. Policies are provided to promote safe and reliable travel for people and goods, whether they are

walking, bicycling, using alternative forms of transportation such as buses and trains, or jogging. The

following policies would ensure travel safety and reliability for all people and goods in the region and

ensure consistency with RTP G2.
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Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 3.2.1: Require provision of adequate walkways in urban residential neighborhoods

that provide safe and accessible connections to destinations such as schools,

parks, and neighborhood commercial centers.

Policy LU 5.1.1: Require safe, secure, clearly-delineated, adequately-illuminated walkways and

bicycle facilities in all commercial and business centers.

Policy C 1.1.7: Consider the safety and convenience of the traveling public, including

pedestrians and cyclists, in design and development of all transportation

systems.

Policy C 1.2.8: Provide safe pedestrian connections across barriers, which may include but are

not limited to major traffic corridors, drainage and flood control facilities, utility

easements, grade separations, and walls.

Policy C 2.1.5: Periodically monitor levels of service, traffic accident patterns, and physical

conditions of the existing street system, and upgrade roadways as needed

through the Capital Improvement Program.

Policy S 6.2.3: In reviewing development plans, ensure that pedestrian pathways, stairs, steps

and ramps are designed to provide clear and unimpeded passage in order to

avoid trip hazards and conflicts with vehicles.

Policy S 6.2.4: Continue to monitor traffic accident data in order to evaluate and address any

traffic control needs to enhance public safety.

RTP G3: Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional transportation system.

Analysis (Consistent):

The County would preserve and ensure a sustainable roadway and transportation system by conforming

to regional plans though its proposed Area Plan and Land Use and Circulation Elements. The following

policies would ensure that the proposed Area Plan is consistent with RTP G3.
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Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy C 1.1.3: Work with local and regional agencies and employers to promote an integrated,

seamless transportation system that meets access needs, including local and

regional bus service, dial-a-ride, taxis, rail, van pools, car pools, bus pools,

bicycling, walking, and automobiles.

Policy C 1.1.12: Encourage the City of Santa Clarita to implement recommendations of its Non-

Motorized Transportation Plan to expand opportunities for alternative travel

modes.

Policy C 1.2.10: Protect communities by discouraging the construction of facilities that sever

residential neighborhoods.

Policy C 2.1.4: Ensure that future dedication and acquisition of right-of-way is based on the

adopted Circulation Plan, proposed land uses, and projected demand.

RTP G4: Maximize the productivity of our transportation system.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would help maximize productivity of the transportation system by providing for

and maintaining well-designed roads, streets, and highways. Level of Service on intersections within the

County’s Planning Area would be maintained at a LOS D or better. Additionally, the proposed Area Plan

would allow for development of Transient Oriented Development (TOD), which would facilitate

movement of residents and employees. The following proposed policies would ensure that the proposed

Area Plan is consistent with RTP G4.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 5.2.1: Designate higher-density residential uses in areas served by public transit and a

full range of support services.

Policy LU 5.2.4: Encourage transit-oriented development (TOD) through designation of land uses

that allow compact, mixed-use development in proximity to rail stations and

multi-modal transit facilities, in conformance with applicable policies.
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Policy C 1.1.8: Acquire and/or reserve adequate right-of-way in transportation corridors to

accommodate multiple travel modes, including bus turnouts, bus rapid transit

(BRT), bikeways, walkways, and linkages to trail systems.

Policy C 1.1.9: Incorporate funding for all modes of transportation in the capital improvement

program, and seek funding from all available sources for multi-modal system

development.

Policy C 1.1.11: Promote use of multi-modal facilities by providing adequate and attractive way-

finding programs directing users to transit stations, park-and-ride lots, bicycle

storage, and other facilities.

Policy C 1.2.6: Provide flexible standards for parking and roadway design in transit-oriented

development areas to promote transit use, where appropriate.

Policy C 2.1.3: Protect and enhance the capacity of the roadway system by upgrading

intersections to meet level of service standards, widening and/or restriping for

additional lanes, synchronizing traffic signals, and other means as appropriate.

Policy C 2.2.4: Strive to maintain a Level of Service (LOS) D or better on most roadway

segments and intersections to the extent practical; in some locations, a LOS E

may be acceptable, or a LOS F may be necessary, for limited durations during

peak traffic periods.

RTP G5: Protect the environment, improve air quality, and promote energy efficiency.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan is intended to protect the environment, improve air quality, and promote energy

efficiency while supporting buildout of its projected population increase. The proposed Land Use

Element would provide for Open Space land use designations that protect environmentally sensitive

areas throughout the County’s Planning Area, specifically within any of the designated SEAs,

particularly along the Santa Clara River, and its tributaries; ridgelines and hillside areas. The proposed

Area Plan would improve air quality, by allowing residential land uses to be interconnected with

commercial and industrial land uses, and allowing for the creation of a pedestrian/bicycle linkage system

that would reduce automobiles mileage and reduce the number of average daily trips (ADTs).

Additionally, any new developments that are proposed within the County’s Planning Area would use
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green building techniques, thereby promoting energy efficiency on an individual development basis. The

following policies would ensure that the proposed Area Plan is consistent with RTP G5.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.1.1: Where appropriate, protect mountains and foothills surrounding the Valley floor

from urban development by designating these areas as Open Space or Rural

Land on the Land Use Map.

Policy LU 1.1.4: Preserve community character by maintaining natural features that act as natural

boundaries between developed areas, including significant ridgelines, canyons,

rivers and drainage courses, riparian areas, topographical features, habitat

preserves, or other similar features, where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.6: Preserve the rural lifestyle in canyons and low-density, outlying areas of the

Santa Clarita Valley, through designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land

Use Map where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.3.2: Substantially retain the integrity and natural grade elevations of significant

natural ridgelines and prominent landforms that form the Valley's skyline

backdrop.

Policy LU 1.3.3: Discourage development on ridgelines and lands containing 50% slopes so that

these areas are maintained as natural open space.

Policy LU 1.3.4: Encourage density transfers where appropriate to facilitate development in more

suitable locations while retaining significant natural slopes and areas of

environmental sensitivity, provided that urban densities (exceeding one dwelling

unit per acre) are not permitted in rural areas.

Policy LU 1.3.5: Encourage flexible siting and design techniques within hillside areas in order to

preserve steep slopes or other unique physical features, including clustering of

residential units, provided all residential lots meet the applicable minimum lot

size requirements of the Land Use Element and the Zoning Ordinance, including

Community Standards Districts.

Policy LU 1.3.6: Encourage retention of natural drainage patterns and the preservation of

significant riparian areas, both of which are commonly located in hillside areas.
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Policy LU 2.2.3: Consistent with adopted plans, ensure that adequate open space is set aside and

protected from development throughout the planning area in order to provide

the benefits of watershed management, habitat preservation and connectivity,

and recreational opportunities.

Policy LU 3.2.2: In planning residential neighborhoods, include pedestrian linkages, landscaped

parkways with sidewalks, and separated trails for pedestrians and bicycles,

where appropriate and feasible.

Policy LU 5.2.3: Promote location of non-polluting businesses providing employment

opportunities in proximity to neighborhoods, to encourage walking to work.

Policy C 1.1.12: Encourage the City of Santa Clarita to implement recommendations of its Non-

Motorized Transportation Plan to expand opportunities for alternative travel

modes.

Policy C 1.2.7: In pedestrian-oriented areas, provide a highly connected circulation grid with

relatively small blocks to encourage walking.

Policy C 1.2.9: Emphasize providing right-of-way for non-vehicular transportation modes so

that walking and bicycling are the easiest, most convenient modes of

transportation available for short trips.

Policy C 2.6.4: Coordinate road construction with improvements to other utility systems in the

right-of-way.

RTP G6: Encourage land use and growth patterns that complement our transportation

investments and improves the cost-effectiveness of expenditures.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Land Use Policy Map promotes growth patterns that allow residents and employees to

gain easier access to different modes of transportation, thus improving the cost-effectiveness of

expenditures in key transportation areas. Additionally, the proposed Area Plan would allow for the

development of TOD that would encourage land use and growth patterns that complement

transportation investments. The following Area Plan policies would provide consistency with RTP G6.
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Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 5.2.4: Encourage transit-oriented development (TOD) through designation of land uses

that allow compact, mixed-use development in proximity to rail stations and

multi-modal transit facilities, in conformance with applicable policies.

Policy LU 5.2.5: Encourage the mix of compatible uses in areas where, though not served by rail

or transit, mixed uses will achieve more walkable neighborhoods and trip

reduction, in conformance with applicable policies.

Policy C 1.2.1: Develop coordinated plans for land use, circulation, and transit to promote

transit-oriented development that concentrates higher density housing,

employment, and commercial areas in proximity to transit corridors.

Policy C 1.2.4: Consider location, availability, and accessibility of transit in evaluating new

development plans.

Policy C 1.2.5: Encourage compact development and mixed uses to locate housing, workplaces,

and services within walking or bicycling distance of each other.

Policy C 2.6.2: Evaluate the feasibility of establishing a joint City/County Intelligent

Transportation Management System (ITMS) impact fee for new development

that is unable to otherwise mitigate its impacts to the roadway system through

implementation of the adopted Highway Plan.

Policy C 2.6.3: Support local, regional, state and federal agencies in identifying and

implementing funding alternatives for the Valley’s transportation systems.

RTP G7: Maximize the security of our transportation system through improved systems

monitoring, rapid recovery planning, and coordination with other security, and

coordination with other security agencies.

Analysis (Consistent):

Implementation of the proposed Area Plan would ensure that the County’s Planning Area provides a

transportation system that is safe and reliable. The proposed Area Plan would ensure that roadways

within the County’s Planning Area are updated with the best safety features to prevent accidents, and

reduce vehicle traffic. Additionally, the proposed Area Plan would allow for repair and redevelopment of
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roadways that are heavily traveled in the region and that pose safety issues. The following policies would

ensure Area Plan consistency with RTP G7.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy C 2.5.1: Maintain a current evacuation plan as part of emergency response planning.

Policy C 2.5.2: Ensure that new development is provided with adequate emergency and/or

secondary access for purposes of evacuation and emergency response; require

two points of ingress and egress for every subdivision or phase thereof, except as

otherwise approved for small subdivisions where physical constraints preclude a

second access point.

Policy C 2.5.4: Provide directional signage to Interstate 5 and State Route 14 at key intersections

in the Valley, to assist emergency evacuation operations.

Policy LU 9.1.5: Work with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department to expand law

enforcement facilities to meet the needs of the Santa Clarita Valley’s growing

population.

Compass/Growth Visioning Principals

The fundamental goal of the Growth Visioning effort is to make the SCAG region a better place to live,

work, and play for all residents regardless of race, ethnicity, or income class. Thus, decisions regarding

growth, transportation, land use, and economic development should be made to promote and sustain for

future generations the region’s mobility, livability, and prosperity. The following Regional Growth

Principles are proposed to provide a framework for local and regional decision making that improves the

quality of life for all SCAG residents. The following analysis determines if the proposed Area Plan’s

policies are consistent with the Compass/Growth Visioning Principals of SCAG.

Principle 1: Improve Mobility for all residents.

GV P1.1: Encourage transportation investments and land use decisions that are mutually

supportive.
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Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would encourage the placement of land uses that complement and support

transportation investments. One example is the use of TOD and the incorporation of mixed-use

development. The proposed Area Plan would implement the following policies that would ensure

compliance with GV P1.1.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy C 1.2.2: Create walkable communities, with paseos and walkways connecting residential

neighborhoods to multi-modal transportation services such as bus stops and rail

stations.

Policy C 1.2.3: Require that new commercial and industrial development provide walkway

connections to public sidewalks and transit stops, where available.

Policy C 1.2.4: Consider location, availability, and accessibility of transit in evaluating new

development plans.

GV P1.2: Locate new housing near existing jobs and new jobs near existing housing.

Analysis (Consistent):

Implementation of the County’s proposed Area Plan would ensure that new housing is near existing jobs

and that new jobs are near existing housing through the placement of complementary residential and

mixed-use land uses near commercial and industrial land uses. Buildout under the proposed Land Use

Map would enable residents and employees to decrease their reliance on motor vehicles. The proposed

Area Plan would be consistent with GV P1.2 by implementing the following policies.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.2.13: Encourage use of the Specific Plan process to plan for cohesive, vibrant,

pedestrian-oriented communities with mixed uses, access to public transit, and

opportunities for living and working within the same community.

Policy C 1.2.5: Encourage compact development and mixed uses to locate housing, workplaces,

and services within walking or bicycling distance of each other.
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Policy LU 4.5.4: Encourage the provision of support services for employees within business park

areas, such as dining and personal services where appropriate, to reduce vehicle

trips and promote pedestrian-friendly work environments.

GV P1.3: Encourage transit-oriented development.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would allow for development of TOD, thereby encouraging land use and

growth patterns within walking distance of a major transit stop, generally with a mix of residential,

employment, and shopping opportunities. TOD encourages walking and transit use without excluding

the automobile. The following Area Plan policies would ensure consistency with GV P1.3.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy C 1.2.1: Develop coordinated plans for land use, circulation, and transit to promote

transit-oriented development that concentrates higher density housing,

employment, and commercial areas in proximity to transit corridors.

Policy C 1.2.6: Provide flexible standards for parking and roadway design in transit-oriented

development areas to promote transit use, where appropriate.

Policy C 4.1.6: Provide incentives to promote transit-oriented development near rail stations.

Policy C 5.2.4: Enhance way-finding signage along walkways and paseos to direct pedestrians

to transit stops.

Policy C 5.3.1: Continue to provide fixed route service to significant activity areas and

neighborhoods with moderate to high density, and serve low-density and rural

areas with dial-a-ride, flexible fixed routes, or other transit services as deemed

appropriate.

Policy C 5.3.2: Promote concentrated development patterns in coordination with transit

planning to maximize service efficiency and ridership.

Policy C 5.4.1: Establish transit impact fee rates that are based on the actual impacts of new

development on the transit system, and regularly monitor and adjust these fees

as needed to ensure adequate mitigation.
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Policy C 5.4.2: Evaluate the feasibility of establishing a joint City/County transit impact fee to

equitably distribute the capital costs of transit system expansion to meet the

needs of new development in both County and City areas of the Valley.

Policy C 5.4.3: Seek funding for transit system expansion and improvement from all available

sources, including local, state, and federal programs and grants.

Policy LU 6.4.2: Enhance the area around historic Lang Station by requiring a Specific Plan for

redevelopment of this area.

GV P1.4: Promote a variety of travel choices.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would allow the County to accommodate growth for different types of travel

choices, besides reliance on the automobile. The proposed Area Plan encourages bicycle/pedestrian

linkages, and development near existing transportation infrastructure including trains and buses. The

following policies would ensure that the proposed Area Plan is consistent with GV P1.4.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Rail Service

Policy C 1.2.9: Emphasize providing right-of-way for non-vehicular transportation modes so

that walking and bicycling are the easiest, most convenient modes of

transportation available for short trips.

Policy C 4.1.1: Develop permanent Metrolink facilities with an expanded bus transfer station

and additional park-and-ride spaces at the Via Princessa station, or other

alternative location as deemed appropriate to meet the travel needs of residents

on the Valley’s east side.

Policy C 4.1.2: Coordinate with other agencies to facilitate extension of a passenger rail line

from the Santa Clarita Station to Ventura County, which may be used for

Metrolink service.

Policy C 4.1.3: Continue to expand and improve commuter services, including park-and-ride

lots, bicycle parking and storage, and waiting facilities, at all Metrolink stations.
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Policy C 4.1.4: Encourage the preservation of abandoned railroad right-of-way for future

transportation facilities, where appropriate.

Policy C 4.1.5: Work with other agencies to increase rail efficiency and public safety through

street and track improvements and grade separations, where needs are

identified.

Policy C 4.1.7: Facilitate coordination of planning for any future high speed regional rail

systems in the Valley with Metrolink services.

Policy C 4.1.8: Minimize impacts to passenger rail service and the community from any

proposed increase to freight rail service through the Valley.

Policy C 4.2.1: Continue to work with the Orange Line Development Authority (OLDA) to plan

for development of an environmentally sensitive high speed transportation

system with a route through the Santa Clarita Valley, including a regional transit

hub with associated infrastructure that would provide connections to the Los

Angeles Basin, Palmdale Regional Airport, and other

Policy C 4.2.2: Coordinate with other agencies as needed to facilitate planning for other high-

speed rail alternatives in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Policy C 4.2.3: Promote and encourage the expansion of Amtrak Rail Service to the Santa Clarita

Valley.

Policy LU 4.4.3: Evaluate the feasibility of connecting business activity centers throughout the

Santa Clarita Valley with light rail, to provide increased mobility and access for

customers and employees between the Valencia Town Center, Whittaker Bermite

property, Newhall, Valencia Industrial Center, Magic Mountain and Entrada,

Newhall Ranch, and other areas as deemed appropriate.

Bus Service

Policy C 5.1.2: For private gated communities, require the developer to accommodate bus access

through the entry gate, or provide bus waiting facilities at the project entry with

pedestrian connections to residential streets, where appropriate.
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Policy C 5.1.3: Consider the operational characteristics of buses when determining acceptable

street designs, including grades and turning radii.

Policy C 5.1.4: Provide for location of bus stops within ¼-mile of residential neighborhoods, and

include paved bus waiting areas in street improvement plans wherever

appropriate and feasible.

Policy C 5.1.5: Locate and design bus turnouts to limit traffic obstruction and to provide

sufficient merging length for the bus to re-enter the traffic flow.

Policy C 5.1.6: Evaluate the feasibility of giving buses priority at signalized intersections to

maintain transit service level standards, where appropriate.

Policy C 5.2.1: Require paved waiting areas, accessible by paved walkways and reasonably

direct pedestrian routes, for bus stops in new development; and provide for

retrofitting of existing bus stops, where feasible and practicable.

Policy C 5.2.2: Adopt and implement consistent design standards for use in both City and

County areas for bus shelters, bus benches, trash receptacles, lighting, and other

improvements for transit stops that are aesthetically pleasing and consistent with

community character.

Policy C 5.2.3: Adopt and implement common design standards for bus turnouts and merging

lanes along arterial streets, in convenient, accessible locations.

Policy C 5.2.5: Complementary transportation modes should be interconnected at intermodal

transit centers, including provisions for bicycles on buses, bicycle parking at

transit centers, and park-and-ride at transit stops.

Policy C 5.3.3: Evaluate the feasibility of providing “fly-away” bus transit service to airports

located at Burbank, Palmdale, and Los Angeles, and implement this program

when warranted by demand.

Policy C 5.3.4: Evaluate the feasibility of providing bus rapid transit (BRT) for key transit

corridors when light-rail is not feasible or cost effective.
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Bikeways

Policy C 6.1.1: For recreational riders, continue to develop Class 1 bike paths, separated from

the right-of-way, linking neighborhoods to open space and activity areas.

Policy C 6.1.2: For long-distance riders and those who bicycle to work or services, provide

striped Class 2 bike lanes within the right-of-way, with adequate delineation and

signage, where feasible and appropriate.

Policy C 6.1.3: Continue to acquire or reserve right-of-way and/or easements needed to

complete the bicycle circulation system as development occurs.

Policy C 6.1.4: Where inadequate right-of-way exists for Class 1 or 2 bikeways, provide signage

for Class 3 bike routes or designate alternative routes as appropriate.

Policy C 6.1.5: Plan for continuous bikeways to serve major destinations, including but not

limited to regional shopping areas, college campuses, public buildings, parks,

and employment centers.

Policy C 6.2.1: Require bicycle parking, which can include bicycle lockers and sheltered areas, at

commercial sites and multi-family housing complexes for use by employees and

residents, as well as customers and visitors.

Policy C 6.2.2: Provide bicycle racks on transit vehicles to give bike-and-ride commuters the

ability to transport their bicycles.

Policy C 6.2.3: Promote the inclusion of services for bicycle commuters, such as showers and

changing rooms, as part of the review process for new development or

substantial alterations of existing commercial or industrial uses, where

appropriate.

Pedestrian

The proposed Area Plan would provide for walkable communities in which interconnected walkways

provide a safe, comfortable, and viable alternative to driving for local destinations. Information of the

proposed Area Plan policies that would facilitate and promote pedestrian-friendly travel are addressed in

GV P2.3, below.
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Air Travel

Policy S 6.4.1: Require all new development in the vicinity of the Agua Dulce Airpark to

comply with the Airport Land Use Plan and applicable Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA) regulations.

Principle 2: Foster livability in all communities

GV P2.1: Promote infill development and redevelopment to revitalize existing communities.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would provide the County’s Planning Area direction in revitalizing

communities within its boundaries by promoting infill development and redevelopment in communities

such as Castaic, Pico Canyon, and Fair Oaks. The following policies would help to ensure that the

proposed Area Plan is consistent with the GV P2.1 while maintaining community character.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.1.5: Promote infill development and re-use of underutilized sites within and adjacent

to developed urban areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing

infrastructure and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of vacant

sites for higher density or mixed uses where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.2.8: In Castaic, promote expansion of neighborhood commercial uses to serve local

residents; address traffic congestion; ensure compatibility between highway-

oriented commercial uses and nearby residential uses; and maintain community

character in accordance with the County’s Castaic Area Community Standards

District.

Policy LU 1.2.9: In Val Verde, protect the existing rural lifestyle and small town community

character while providing residents with additional access to needed services;

ensure compatibility between existing residential areas and the nearby landfill;

and maintain community character in accordance with the County’s Castaic Area

Community Standards District.

Policy LU 1.2.11: In Pico Canyon, recognize the historic significance of Mentryville in future

planning; preserve the existing rural development pattern; and ensure
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compatibility of new development with the adjacent Significant Ecological Area

and habitat.

Policy LU 1.2.12: In the Fair Oaks community, facilitate location of commercial and community

services in proximity to residences to serve local needs.

Policy LU 4.3.2: Promote business development in Castaic and Val Verde to provide a greater

range of goods and services to area residents.

Policy LU 4.3.3: Promote revitalization of commercial uses along Sierra Highway between

Soledad Canyon Road and Vasquez Canyon Road, to encourage businesses

serving the Canyon Country neighborhoods and support services for the College

of the Canyons east campus.

Policy LU 4.3.4: Promote business development that upgrades and revitalizes older commercial

corridors, including Lyons Avenue, Railroad Avenue, Newhall Avenue, Main

Street, and Soledad Canyon Road, in a manner that reflects each area’s character,

architecture, and history.

Policy LU 4.3.5: Support efforts by the City of Santa Clarita to coordinate with property owners

and environmental agencies, and provide assistance as appropriate, to promote

clean-up and redevelopment of the Whittaker Bermite property as a business and

employment center.

GV P2.2: Promote developments that provide a mix of uses.

Analysis (Consistent)

The County’s proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map promote the development of a mix of uses within

urbanized communities in its Planning Area. The proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map would allow

for supportive commercial uses to serve local areas that are designated as Rural Land 20 (RL20), Rural

Land 10 (RL10), Rural Land 5 (RL5), Rural Land 2 (RL2), Rural Land 1 (RL1), Residential 2 (H2),

Residential 5 (H5), Residential 18 (H18) and Residential 30 (H30). These uses would include stores,

restaurants, personal services, limited medical services, and retail sale of specialty goods. A mix of uses

would allow residents easy convenience to local retail and commercial areas, while reducing dependence

on the automobile. The following policies would ensure that the Area Plan and proposed Land Use Map

are consistent with SCAG principle GV P2.2.
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Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 2.1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate a balance of land uses in appropriate amounts

to meet future community needs while ensuring that no use designation is over-

represented in a manner that is not economically viable.

Policy LU 2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use designations in a manner that

promotes healthy, walkable communities, by providing an appropriate mix of

residential and service uses in proximity to one another.

Policy LU 2.1.3: Provide a range of land use types and densities to reflect the special

characteristics, lifestyles, and opportunities that differentiate various

communities and villages in the Santa Clarita Valley, including urban, suburban,

and rural living environments.

GV P2.3: Promote “people scaled,” pedestrian-friendly (walkable) communities.

Analysis (Consistent):

One of the main goals of the proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map is to encourage future development

to be more pedestrian friendly and less reliant on the automobile. The proposed Area Plan would

promote this idea by encouraging new development and revitalization to include pedestrian linkages

between communities and land uses that would allow residents and employees alike to walk, jog, or

bicycle to different locations within the County’s Planning Area. The proposed Area Plan would be

consistent with GV P2.3 through implementation of the following principles.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy C 1.2.7: In pedestrian-oriented areas, provide a highly connected circulation grid with

relatively small blocks to encourage walking.

Policy C 1.2.8: Provide safe pedestrian connections across barriers, which may include but are

not limited to major traffic corridors, drainage and flood control facilities, utility

easements, grade separations, and walls.

Policy C 7.1.1: In reviewing new development proposals, consider pedestrian connections

within and between developments as an integral component of the site design,
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which may include seating, shading, lighting, directional signage, accessibility,

and convenience.

Policy C 7.1.2: For existing walled subdivisions, promote the extension of pedestrian access to

connect these neighborhoods to transit and services through public education

and by facilitating retrofitted improvements where feasible.

Policy C 7.1.3: Where feasible and practical, consider grade separated facilities to provide

pedestrian connections across arterial streets, flood control channels, utility

easements, and other barriers.

Policy C 7.1.4: Identify and develop an improvement program to connect existing walkways

and paseos to transit and services, where needed and appropriate.

Policy C 7.1.5: In new commercial development, provide for direct, clearly delineated, and

preferably landscaped pedestrian walkways from transit stops and parking areas

to building entries, and avoid placement of uses (such as drive-through facilities)

in locations that would obstruct pedestrian pathways.

Policy C 7.1.6: Encourage placement of building entries in locations accessible to public

sidewalks and transit.

Policy C 7.1.7: Promote use of pedestrian-oriented scale and design features in areas intended

for pedestrian use.

Policy C 7.1.8: Upgrade streets that are not pedestrian-friendly due to lack of sidewalk

connections, safe street crossing points, vehicle sight distance, or other design

deficiencies.

Policy LU 8.2.1: In making locational decisions for siting new community facilities, consider ease

of access for all users (vehicular, pedestrian, and transit).

GV P2.4: Support the preservation of stable, single-family neighborhoods.

Analysis (Consistent):

Although the proposed Area Plan does not contain specific in supporting the preservation of stable,

single-family neighborhoods, the proposed Area Plan Land Use Map does offer land use designations
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that support single-family neighborhoods. The proposed Land Use Map designates Rural Land 20 (RL20),

Rural Land 10 (RL10), Rural Land 5 (RL5), Rural Land 2 (RL2), Rural Land 1 (RL1), Residential 2 (H2),

and Residential 5 (H5) on the proposed Land Use Map. Since the proposed Land Use Map allows for

single-family residential neighborhoods within these land use designations, the proposed Area Plan

policy would be consistent with GV P2.4.

Proposed Area Plan Policy

Policy C 1.2.10: Protect communities by discouraging the construction of facilities that sever

residential neighborhoods.

Principle 3: Enable prosperity for all people

GV P3.1: Provide, in each community, a variety of housing types in each community to meet the

housing needs of all income levels.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map would allow for the placement and development of housing

for all different levels of income within the County’s Planning Area. Section 3.19, Population and

Housing, of this EIR, discusses the different types of housing needs the County’s Planning Area would

require to fulfill estimated population increases as buildout of the proposed Area Plan occurs. The

following policies would provide consistency between the proposed Area Plan and GV P3.1.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 3.1.2: Promote a mix of housing types within neighborhoods that accommodate

households with varied income levels.

Policy LU 8.1.8: Work with social service agencies providing assistance to homeless persons to

develop and maintain a suitable shelter in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Policy LU 8.1.9: Assist persons and households with temporary housing needs by promoting

transitional housing facilities for victims of domestic violence in multiple family

residential land use designations, subject to the provisions of the County Zoning

Ordinance.
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Policy LU 8.1.10: Coordinate with agencies that provide services to seniors and the elderly to

expand senior facilities, which may include a new senior center.

GV P3.2: Support educational opportunities that promote balanced growth.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map allow for development of educational facilities. Residential

land uses would be located within areas of educational facilities and school districts to provide equal

opportunity for all residents to gain an education. Additionally, the proposed Area Plan and Land Use

Map have land use designations that provide development space for educational type facilities, including

libraries, cultural event areas, and facilities for all residents. The proposed Area Plan policies support

educational opportunities that promote balanced growth throughout the County’s Planning Area and are

consistent with GVP3.2.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 8.1.1: Coordinate plans for new residential development with affected school districts

to ensure adequate mitigation of impacts on school facilities; provision of

facilities and programs to promote academic excellence for Santa Clarita Valley

students; coordination on joint use of facilities and transportation; and long-

range planning.

Policy LU 8.1.5: Coordinate with the Los Angeles County Library System to assist in expanding

library services as needed to meet the needs of the community.

Policy LU 8.1.6: Coordinate with the Arts Alliance and other similar entities to promote access to

cultural events and facilities for all residents.

GV P3.3: Ensure environmental justice regardless of race, ethnicity or income class.

Analysis (Consistent):

Housing types would be available for all levels of income throughout the County’s Planning Area, as

further described in Section 3.19, Population and Housing, of this EIR and the Housing Element.

Amenities would be available for residents throughout the County’s Planning Area regardless of race,

ethnicity, and age or income class. With implementation of the following policies, the proposed Area Plan

would be consistent with GV P3.3.
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Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 3.1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate adequate land for residential use at various

densities to provide a mix of housing opportunities for all segments of the

population, including attached, detached, senior, and mixed use housing types,

which are consistent with community character and meet the region’s housing

goals.

Policy LU 8.1.2: Implement a master plan for trails throughout the Santa Clarita Valley to serve

all residents.

Policy LU 8.1.3: Implement master plans for parks, with special focus on provision of additional

playfields for youth sports in locations accessible to underserved neighborhoods.

Policy LU 8.1.4: Ensure that an adequate and diverse supply of child care facilities and services is

available to parents who live and/or work in the Santa Clarita Valley, by

promoting child care facilities in commercial and residential areas, subject to the

provisions of the County Zoning Ordinance.

Policy LU 8.2.2: Identify neighborhoods that are underserved by public facilities and community

services, and plan for equitable distribution of these facilities.

Policy LU 8.3.1: Require fair and equitable treatment in considering, adopting, implementing,

and enforcing development regulations and policies, including but not limited to

providing equal opportunity for public input and considering impacts from

development approvals on all segments of the population.

Policy S 6.3.1: In cooperation with other agencies, ensure adequate shelter for homeless persons

to limit their exposure to accidental injury and illness.

Policy S 6.3.2: Implement the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act to ensure safe

travel paths and accommodations for persons with disabilities.

Principle 3: Enable prosperity for all people

GV P3.4: Support local and state fiscal policies that encourage balanced growth.

Analysis (Consistent):
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The County’s proposed Area Plan would be consistent with SCAG GV P3.4. As stated in Section 3.19,

Population and Housing, of this EIR, the proposed Area Plan would be consistent with the

employment/housing forecast predicted under SCAG analysis, allowing for balanced growth.

GV P3.5: Encourage civic engagement.

Analysis (Consistent):

Civic engagement can mean a feeling of belonging and working to make a difference in the civic life of

our communities. It can take many forms from volunteerism to organizational involvement to electoral

participation. Residents and employees can take it upon themselves to engage in civic engagements, and

would not be required under an Area Plan to do so. However, the following Area Plan policies promote

civic engagement and consistency with GV P3.5.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 8.1.4: Ensure that an adequate and diverse supply of child care facilities and services is

available to parents who live and/or work in the Santa Clarita Valley, by

promoting child care facilities in commercial and residential areas, subject to the

provisions of the County Zoning Ordinance.

Policy LU 8.1.6: Coordinate with the Arts Alliance and other similar entities to promote access to

cultural events and facilities for all residents.

Policy LU 8.1.10: Coordinate with agencies that provide services to seniors and the elderly to

expand senior facilities, which may include a new senior center.

Principle 4: Promote sustainability for future generations

GV P4.1: Preserve rural, agricultural, recreational and environmentally sensitive areas.

Analysis (Consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would promote the preservation of rural, agricultural, recreational, and

environmentally sensitive areas within the County’s Planning Area through implementation of Policies

LU 1.1.1, LU 1.1.4, LU 1.1.6, LU 1.1.7, LU 6.4.4, LU 7.8.1, LU 7.8.2, LU 9.1.3, CO 1.5.6, CO 1.6.1 through

CO 1.6.3, and CO 5.2.4 The proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map would expand SEAs and protect

them from incompatible development through appropriate land use designations. Additionally, sensitive
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areas of the Santa Clara River and its associated tributaries would be protected from incompatible

development through appropriate land use designations. Therefore, the proposed Area Plan and Land

Use Map would preserve rural, agricultural, recreational, and environmentally sensitive areas within the

County Planning Area. The following Area Plan policies, including those mentioned above, would ensure

consistency with GV P4.1.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.1.1: Where appropriate, protect mountains and foothills surrounding the Valley floor

from urban development by designating these areas as Open Space or Rural

Land on the Land Use Map.

Policy LU 1.1.4: Preserve community character by maintaining natural features that act as natural

boundaries between developed areas, including significant ridgelines, canyons,

rivers and drainage courses, riparian areas, topographical features, habitat

preserves, or other similar features, where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.6: Preserve the rural lifestyle in canyons and low-density, outlying areas of the

Santa Clarita Valley, through designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land

Use Map where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.7: Preserve and protect important agricultural resources, including farmland and

grazing land, through designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land Use

Map where appropriate.

Policy LU 6.4.4: Maintain the historic site of Mentryville by designating the site as Open Space on

the Land Use Map.

Policy LU 7.8.1: Adopt and implement policies for protection of oak woodlands and oaks trees

throughout the planning area that are compatible with City of Santa Clarita

policies.

Policy LU 7.8.2: Protect all designated Significant Ecological Areas (SEA’s) from incompatible

development.

Policy LU 9.1.3: Protect major utility transmission corridors, pumping stations, reservoirs,

booster stations, and other similar facilities from encroachment by incompatible
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uses, while allowing non-intrusive uses such as plant nurseries, greenbelts and

recreational trails.

Policy CO 1.5.6: Through the development review process, consider the impacts of development

on the entire watershed of the Santa Clara River and its tributaries, including

hydromodification.

Policy CO 1.6.1: Identify environmental conditions that represent a healthy, sustainable

community.

Policy CO 1.6.2: Use Geographic Information Systems, modeling, and other tools to indicate the

locations of natural systems, such as floodplain and floodway areas, oak tree

woodlands, Significant Ecological Areas, and plant and animal species habitat.

Policy CO 1.6.3: Provide information on the condition of natural systems to decision makers as

part of the decision-making process regarding land use and development.

Policy CO 5.2.4: Continue to support “Heritage Junction” and the historical museum within

William S. Hart Park as historical resources that illustrate the various phases of

settlement within the Santa Clarita Valley.

GV P4.2: Focus development in urban centers and existing cities.

Analysis (Consistent):

As described above, the proposed County’s Area Plan and Land Use Map would encourage the

development, revitalization, and maintenance of urban centers. The proposed Area Plan would fulfill this

by implementing Policy LU 1.2.1 through Policy LU 1.2.13. Additionally, the following policies would be

implemented, providing consistency with Policy GV P4.2.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.1.2: On the Land Use Map, concentrate urban development within flatter portions of

the Santa Clarita Valley floor in areas with limited environmental constraints and

served with infrastructure.

Policy LU 1.1.3: Discourage urban sprawl into rural areas by limiting non-contiguous, “leap-

frog” development outside of areas designated for urban use.
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Policy LU 1.1.5: Promote infill development and re-use of underutilized sites within and adjacent

to developed urban areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing

infrastructure and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of vacant

sites for higher density or mixed uses where appropriate.

Policy C 1.2.11: Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) through the use of smart growth concepts.

GV P4.3: Develop strategies to accommodate growth that uses resources efficiently, eliminate

pollution and significantly reduce waste.

Analysis (Consistent):

As discussed above, the proposed Area Plan would implement policies that would help reduce air

pollution, such as developing residential areas near and adjacent to commercial areas where residents can

use alternative modes of transportation to move around the County’s Planning Area, and by developing

residential land uses near transit centers. The proposed Area Plan would fulfill this by implementing

Policy C 1.2.2, Policy C 1.2.3, Policy C 1.2.5, Policy C 1.2.6, Policy C 1.2.8, Policy C 1.2.9, and Policy C

1.2.10. Additionally, the proposed Area Plan would provide guidance on efficiently using resources, such

as water, and guidance on helping to reduce waste. The following policies would provide strategies to

accommodate growth that uses resources efficiently and eliminate pollution and significantly reduce

waste and consistency with GV P 4.3.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 7.2.1: Monitor growth, and coordinate with water districts as needed to ensure that

long-range needs for potable and reclaimed water will be met.

Policy LU 7.2.2: If water supplies are reduced from projected levels due to drought, emergency,

or other unanticipated events, take appropriate steps to limit, reduce, or

otherwise modify growth permitted by the Area Plan in consultation with water

districts to ensure adequate long-term supply for existing businesses and

residents.

Policy LU 7.3.3: Seek methods to decrease impermeable site area where reasonable and feasible,

in order to reduce stormwater runoff and increase groundwater infiltration,

including use of shared parking and other means as appropriate.



3.1 Land Use

Impact Sciences, Inc. 3.1-58 One Valley One Vision Draft Program EIR
0112.023 County of Los Angeles Area Plan

September 2009

Policy LU 7.3.4: Implement best management practices for erosion control throughout the

construction and development process.

Policy LU 7.4.1: Require the use of drought tolerant landscaping, native California plant

materials, and evapotranspiration (smart) irrigation systems.

Policy LU 7.4.2: Require the use of low-flow fixtures in all non-residential development and

residential development with five or more dwelling units, which may include

but are not limited to water conserving shower heads, toilets, waterless urinals

and motion-sensor faucets, and encourage use of such fixtures in building

retrofits as appropriate.

Policy LU 7.5.1: Ensure that all new development provides adequate space for recycling

receptacles and bins on site.

Policy LU 7.5.2: Promote the use of recycled building materials.

Policy LU 7.6.1: Limit outdoor lighting levels to the minimum needed for safety and security, and

encourage lower lighting levels when businesses are closed.

Policy LU 7.6.4: Encourage site designs that protect oak trees, hillsides, and biological resources

through creative solutions.

Policy LU 7.7.1: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide buffering to separate aggregate

mining and processing activities from nearby residential uses and other uses

with sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

Policy LU 7.7.2: Avoid designating land uses in areas with significant mineral resources or utility

facilities that would preclude the future extraction and use of those resources

and facilities.

Policy C 1.2.1: Develop coordinated plans for land use, circulation, and transit to promote

transit-oriented development that concentrates higher density housing,

employment, and commercial areas in proximity to transit corridors.

Policy C 1.2.4: Consider location, availability, and accessibility of transit in evaluating new

development plans.
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Policy C 1.2.11: Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) through the use of smart growth concepts.

Policy C 1.2.12: Balance the anticipated volume of people and goods movement with the need to

maintain a walkable and bicycle friendly environment.

Policy C 1.3.2: Through trip reduction strategies and emphasis on multi-modal transportation

options, contribute to achieving the air quality goals of the South Coast Air

Quality Management District Air Quality Management Plan.

Policy CO 1.4.2: In cooperation with other appropriate agencies, abate or remediate known areas

of contamination, and limit the effects of any such areas on public health.

Policy CO 1.5.8: Consider environmental responsibility in all procurement decisions, including

purchasing policies and capital projects.

Policy CO 1.6.3: Provide information on the condition of natural systems to decision makers as

part of the decision-making process regarding land use and development.

Policy CO 2.3.5: Promote remediation and restoration of mined land to a condition that supports

beneficial uses, which may include but are not limited to recreational open space,

habitat enhancement, groundwater recharge, or urban development.

GV P4.4: Utilize “green” development techniques.

Analysis (consistent):

The proposed Area Plan would ensure that any development or redevelopment that occurs within the

County’s Planning Area would use green development techniques, such as those described in the U.S.

Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, and the California Green

Builder Program. Enforcing Area Plan Policy LU 7.1.1, Policy LU 7.1.2, Policy LU 7.1.3, and Policy LU

7.1.4, as described above, would ensure compliance with this SCAG principle. Additionally, prior to

approval, each proposed development within the County’s Planning Area would be analyzed pursuant

to the County’s Green Building Program to ensure that appropriate green development techniques are

being used in the best available manner and consistency with GV P4.4.

Proposed Area Plan Policies
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Policy LU 7.3.1: Promote the use of permeable paving materials to allow infiltration of surface

water into the water table.

Policy LU 7.3.2: Maintain stormwater runoff on site by directing drainage into rain gardens,

natural landscaped swales, rain barrels, permeable areas and use of drainage

areas as design elements, where feasible and reasonable.

Policy CO 1.2.2: Working with other agencies as appropriate, develop and apply models and

other tools for decision-making to support the sustainability of renewable

systems.

Policy CO 1.4.3: Encourage use of non-hazardous building materials, and non-polluting materials

and industrial processes, to the extent feasible.

Policy CO 1.5.2: Design and manage public urban infrastructure systems to reduce impacts to

natural systems.

Policy CO 1.5.3: Consider life-cycles for buildings, development patterns, and uses, and their

long-term effects on natural systems, through the following measures:

a. Through the environmental review and development review processes,
consider the impacts of new development on renewable systems through
various phases including construction, use and operation, potential reuse,
cessation of use, demolition, and reuse or restoration of the development site.

b. Ensure that mitigation measures and conditions of approval intended to
protect natural systems are adequately funded and monitored for the
required timeframe.

Policy CO 1.5.4: Seek ways to discourage human behavior that may be detrimental to natural

systems and to encourage environmental responsibility, through education,

incentives, removing barriers, enforcement, and other means as practicable and

feasible.

Congestion Management Program)

The Congestion Management Program (CMP) was enacted by the State Legislature to address traffic

congestion in California’s urbanized counties. The Legislature noted that the existing transportation

system relies upon an overcrowded street and highway system that impacts the economic vitality of the
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state and diminishes the quality of life in many communities. The current CMP for Los Angeles County

was adopted in 2002, and it is required by law to be updated biennially.

The CMP was created for the purposes of linking land use, transportation and air quality decisions;

developing a partnership among transportation decision-makers on devising appropriate transportation

solutions that include all modes of travel; and proposing transportation projects eligible to compete for

state gas tax funds.

The requirements for the CMP became effective with voter approval of Proposition 111 in June 1990.

Proposition 111 provided for a nine-cent increase in the state gas tax over a five-year period to generate

revenues to fund transportation investment statewide. In order to receive these funds, jurisdictions must

comply with CMP requirements.

By statute, the CMP has five elements: (1) a system of highways and roadways with a minimum level of

service performance standards designated for highway segments and key roadway intersections on the

system, (2) transit standards for frequency and routing of transit service and coordination between transit

operators, (3) a trip reduction and travel demand management element promoting alternative

transportation methods, (4) a land use impact analysis program, and (5) a seven-year capital

improvement program of projects.

Local jurisdictions are responsible for assessing the impacts of new development on the CMP highway

system when preparing project EIRs and for selecting appropriate measures to mitigate such impacts

from a “toolbox” of strategies. To be classified as a CMP roadway, the roadway must meet the following

criteria:

 it must be an existing State Highway (both freeways and arterials), and

 it must be a principal arterial, defined as:

 routes that complete gaps in the State Highway system,

 routes providing connections with the CMP systems in adjacent counties, or

 routes along major inter-jurisdictional travel corridors, providing primary, high volume or multi-
modal transportation.

Several CMP roadways exist within the County’s Planning Area, including State Route 126 (SR-126) and

Interstate 5 (I-5). SR-126 is designated by the CMP as a State Highway (Arterial) and I-5 is designated as a

State Freeway. For a detailed discussion of project impacts on CMP roadways and consistency with the
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CMP, refer to Section 3.2, Transportation and Circulation, of this EIR. As indicated in Section 3.2, the

proposed General Plan is consistent with the CMP.

Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP)

The intent of the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) is to establish a comprehensive program that

would result in the achievement of federal and state air quality standards. The County’s Planning Area is

located in the South Coast Air Basin, which, at the time of this writing, fails to meet the National Ambient

Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), and State Ambient Air Quality Standards (SAAQS) established under

the Federal Clean Air Act and the California Clean Air Act, respectively. Specifically, the South Coast Air

Basin is classified by the U.S. EPA as an extreme non-attainment area for ozone (the only area in the

nation to be classified as such), a serious non-attainment area for CO and PM10, and a non-attainment area

for NO2. The U.S. EPA designates the Basin as an attainment area for SO2 and lead. The AQMP for the

South Coast Air Quality Management District is incorporated into the State Implementation Plan (SIP).

The SIP constitutes all AQMPS prepared by all Air Quality Management Districts in the state. The SIP is

the state’s effort to comply with state air quality standards. For detailed discussion of the County’s

Planning Area’s consistency with the AQMP, refer to Section 3.3, Air Quality, of this EIR.

Impact 3.1-3 Conflict with an applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community

conservation plan.

The County’s Planning Area contains areas designated or proposed as critical habitat for the unarmored

stickleback, arroyo toad, California red-legged frog, and coastal California gnatcatcher. Future

development projects would be subject to consultation with the U.S. Fish Wildlife Service if project

implementation could result in impacts on any of these species. However, the County’s Planning Area

does not contain any areas falling within the purview of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural

Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or State Habitat Conservation Plan.

Implementation of the County’s proposed Area Plan would therefore not conflict with the provisions of

such a conservation plan.

The proposed Area Plan protects mountains and foothills surrounding the Valley floor from urban

development by designating these areas as Open Space or Rural Land on the Land Use Map (Policy LU

1.1.1); concentrates urban development within flatter portions of the Santa Clarita Valley floor in areas

with limited environmental constraints and served with infrastructure (Policy LU 1.1.2); discourages

urban sprawl into rural areas by limited non-contiguous, “leap-frog” development outside of areas
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designated for urban use (Policies LU 1.2.3, LU 7.6.2 and LU 7.6.4) and protects all designated SEAs from

incompatible development (Policy LU 7.8.2). Impacts would be less than significant.

Proposed Area Plan Policies

Policy LU 1.1.1: Where appropriate, protect mountains and foothills surrounding the Valley floor

from urban development by designating these areas as Open Space or Rural

Land on the Land Use Map.

Policy LU 1.1.2: On the Land Use Map, concentrate urban development within flatter portions of

the Santa Clarita Valley floor in areas with limited environmental constraints and

served with infrastructure.

Policy LU 1.1.3: Discourage urban sprawl into rural areas by limiting non-contiguous, “leap-

frog” development outside of areas designated for urban use.

Policy LU 1.1.4: Preserve community character by maintaining natural features that act as natural

boundaries between developed areas, including significant ridgelines, canyons,

rivers and drainage courses, riparian areas, topographical features, habitat

preserves, or other similar features, where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.5: Promote infill development and re-use of underutilized sites within and adjacent

to developed urban areas to achieve maximum benefit from existing

infrastructure and minimize loss of open space, through redesignation of vacant

sites for higher density or mixed uses where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.6: Preserve the rural lifestyle in canyons and low-density, outlying areas of the

Santa Clarita Valley, through designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land

Use Map where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.1.7: Preserve and protect important agricultural resources, including farmland and

grazing land, through designating these areas as Rural Land on the Land Use

Map where appropriate.

Policy LU 1.2.11: In Pico Canyon, recognize the historic significance of Mentryville in future

planning; preserve the existing rural development pattern; and ensure

compatibility of new development with the adjacent Significant Ecological Area

and habitat.
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Policy LU 7.6.2: Preserve habitat connectivity in site planning where feasible, and discourage the

creation of open space islands surrounded by paving.

Policy LU 7.6.3: Protect wildlife corridors through site design and appropriate land use

designations, including mapped corridors and other corridors that may be

identified through biological surveys.

Policy LU 7.8.1: Adopt and implement policies for protection of oak woodlands and oaks trees

throughout the planning area that are compatible with City of Santa Clarita

policies.

Policy LU 7.8.2: Protect all designated Significant Ecological Areas (SEA’s) from incompatible

development.

Effectiveness of Proposed Area Plan Policies

As discussed above, the proposed Area Plan and Land Use Map would allow for the preservation of

environmentally sensitive areas within the County’s Planning Area through the expansion of SEAs and

appropriate land use designations. The above noted policies of the proposed Area Plan would provide

guidance for decision makers to develop the best environmentally friendly areas within the County’s

Planning Area, and reducing the possibility of conflict with habitat conservation plans.

Mitigation Framework

The proposed Area Plan policies, when implemented, would provide sufficient guidance for

development of land use areas within the County’s Planning Area and no mitigation measures would be

required.

Significance of Impacts with Mitigation Framework

Implementation of the proposed policies as set forth in the proposed County’s Area Plan, as discussed

above, would reduce potential impacts associated with land use to less than significant levels.




