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1. Common name: _Casa Garcia Restaurant HRI# 020511

2. Historic name, if known: __unknown

3. Street or rural address 6421 E. Whittier Boulevard

City: Los Angeles ZIP:__90022 County: _ Los Angeles
4. Present owner, if known: Jorge & Maria Zerrate Address: 8425 Cedar Tree Road, #B

City: Downey zip:__ 90040 Ownership is:  Public D Private
5. Present Use} Restaurant Original Use: Restaurant

Other past Gses: pone

DESCRIPTION

6. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its original
condition:

The structuye at 6421 E. Whittier Boulevard is a one story, wood frame and stucco
building in |[the shape of a giant tamale. Specific references to the tamale include
the replication of the rounded ends, polygonal section of the building and flattened
sides. The |facade is symmetrical with a doorway at either end of the building. In
between is a long horizontal, wood frame window divided into three lengths. A low
concrete black forecourt wall has been added to the front of the building.

7. Locational sketch map (draw and label site and 8. Approximate property size:
surrounding|streets, roads, and prominent landmarks): Lot size (in feet) Frontage 13 7
NORTH
Depth.____135  ';

or approx. acreage .,
9. Condition: {check one)

a. Excellent [;:l b. Good D c. Fair D
d. Deteriorated l:] e. No longer in existence D
10. Is the feature  a. Altered? b. Unaltered? D

11. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)

a. Open land D b. Scattered buildings D

c. Densely built-up d. Residential D

e. Commercial f. Industrial D
g. Other D

12. Threats to site:
a. None known b. Private development l:]
c. Zoning D d. Public Works project D

e. Vandalism D f. Other D
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NOTE: The following (Items 14-19) are for structures only.

14. Primary exterior building material: a. Stone D b. Brick D c. Stucco [ZI d. Adobe D e. Wood D
f. Other D

15. Is the structure: a. On its original site? E(J b. Moved? D c. Unknown? D

16. Year of initial construction 1922 Thisdate is: a. Factual D b. Estimated [;j

17. Architect (if known): unknown

18. Builder (if known): unknown

19. Related features: a. Barn D b. Carriage house D c. Outhouse D d. Shed(s) D e. Formal garden(s) D

f. Windmill D g. Watertower/tankhouse D h. Other Residence in back i. None D
SIGNIFICANCE

20. Briefly state historical and/or architectural importance (include dates, events, and persons associated with the site when known):

Tucked between two more recent structures on East Los Angeles' busiest commercial
strip, Casa Garcia Restaurant is a visual reminder of the fad in the 1920's to relate
the building to its function. This is significant because its giant tamale shape

not only is associated with the restaurant inside, but also is reflective of the
dominant ethnic group residing in the surrounding neighborhoods. This is an archi-
tectural billboard for the community as well as a rare remnant of the 20's era.
According to one resident, the restaurant originally served Excellente Tamale Company's
tamales.

21. Main theme of the historic resource: (Check only one): a. Architecture B b. Arts & Leisure D
c. Economic/Industrial l—_—l d. Exploration/Settlement D e. Government D f. Military D
g. Religion D h. Social/Education D

22. Sources: List books, documents, surveys, personal interviews, and their dates: Interviews: Al Dias of Belvedere
Citizen 4/79 and John Cabrera, President, ELA Chamber of Commerce. I.A. County Assessor's
Role, 1978 (6343-32-62) L.A. City Business License Office; L.A. City Office of
Fictitious Names; L.A. County Building Permits; L.A. County Archives.

23. Date form prepared: 6/79 By (name): _GELA Cultural Heritage Survey Team
Address: 5327 Val 'IAY Boulevard Cit\_/ TLos _Angalac e ZIP: 90032
Phone: ___(213) 225-0085 Organization: TELACU/CRG

(State Use Only)
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PETE WILSON, Governor
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Sincerely,

Cherilyn Widell
State Historic Preservation Officer






