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SURVEY

California Registered Historical Landmarks F

Name THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST Number 717

County Los Angeles

Location Sari Gabriel Mountains, Clear Creek Vista Point, State Highway 2

(p.m. 32.8), 8.3 miles north of 1-210, La Cananda.

Type of Plaque PLAQUE PLACED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARK COMMISSION IN COOPERA
TION WITH THE tu.uuix ANJ) LAN1)NA1L5 AUU!A1’1UL’1 Ut’Tti AN 1NANI)U ANL)

ANTELOPE VALLEY PARLORS, NATIVE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE GOLDEN WEST; AND
MANUI-iO AN 1NANDU k’A1LUM Nu. 85, NA11V QN U’ 1H. UUL1JN W , JANUAt(X 31,
1960.

Condition of Plaque Excellent, but in dire need of cleaning

Condution of Base Excellent

Condition of Surroundings Excellent

Wording on Plaque THIS WAS THE FIRST NATIONAL FOREST IN THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA, SECOND IN THE UNITED STATES, CREATED BY PROCLAMATION, DECEMBER 20,

1892, BY PRESIDENT BENJAMIN HARRISON.

THE FIRST NAME GIVEN TO THE FOREST WAS “SAN GABRIEL TIMBERLAND RESERVE”. IT

WAS CHANGED TO “SAN GABRIEL NATIONAL FOREST”, MARCH 4, 1907, AND THEN “ANGELES

NATIONAL FOREST”, JULY 1, 1908.

No
Are there Highway Directional Signs?_________________________________________

Should be 500 feet each side of site.
If so, where?

Remarks:

Plaque on U.S. Forest Service property.

Submitted by Jim Arbuckle Date October 2, 1979
I—882OC



APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF HISTORICAL POINT OF INTEREST

Name of Historical Point THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

Location THE GREATER PART OF THE SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS FROM ANTELOPE VALLEY

ON THE NORTH TO THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY ON THE SOUTH; FROM THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY AND

THE LOS ANGELES BASIN ON THE WEST AND TENDING INTO SAN BERNARDINO COUNTI UN TM iT.

Name of Owner TTNTTE) STATES )EPARENT OF FORESTRY.
R. F. DROEGE, FOREST SUPERVISOR

Street 115_SOUTH LOS ROBLES,

City PASADA, CALIFORNIA

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION

The Angeles National Forest, first National Forest created by- proclamation in

the State of California by- President Benjamin Harrison on December 20, 1892 and
the second created in the United: States.

The story of the creation of this national forest springs to life out of the files
of the Supervisor of the Angeles National Forest, in Los Angeles, out of the Library
of the Regional Forester, in San Francisco, and out of the records of the General
Land Office and National Arciives, in Washington D. C.

The first report of the California State Board of Forestry presented to Governor
Stoneman in 1886, included this comment of Abbott Kinney, an officer of the American
Forestry Association,, and the chairman of California’s first Board of Forestry
established in 1885.

“The necessity- of the hour is an intelligent supervision of the forest land and
brush lands of California, with a view to their preservation in such proportion
to he other lands of the State as ientific forestry may demonstrate to be nec
essary to the welfare of the coxnmonwealth.”

It also reproduced a petition from “irrigators in the San Gabriel Valley, “addressed
to Abbott Kinney as a member of the board, calling attention to the fact mountain
lands were being taken up for lumbering, minting out that this would destroy- the
springs and water courses in the mountains, the waters of which were used to irrigate
the plains and valleys below, and asking for Kinney’s influence to stop the devastation
of the forests. The report to the Governor was signed by Abbott Kinney, James V.
Coleman and A. Kellogg, of the State Board of Forestry. One of its concluding para
graphs: “The destruction of the forests in the southern counties means the destruction
of the streams and that means the destruction of the county.”

The California movement for the preservation and supervision of the forest was part
of a national movement. Magazine articles by John Muir activated it. Congress
responded by- granting the President aut-ority on March 3, 1891, to set aside as
iãc es atib1ic lands bearing forests wholly or in part covered with



HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION (Continued)

Under this act the Department of the Interior appointed B. F. Allen special age-it

to investigate timbered lands and water sheds on the Pacific Coast with a view to

their reservation.

On file in the General Land Office at Washington is the petition of eighteen “prom
inent citizens of Los Angeles County.” dated November 2, 1891, asking Allen at his
earliest opportunity to investigate “the territory covered by the San Gabriel Range.
embraced within the redlines on the enclosed map and marked “Reserve” and pointing
out that by the reservation of this area “the water will be preserved in the mountains
the snow saved from being speedily melted, the waters protected from pollution by
large droves of cattle and sheep, disastrous floods wiil be prevented in winter, and
the valleys below saved from drowth in the irrigation season.”

The Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County passed a resolution favoring the
project, Abbott Kinney wrote a letter setting forth the value of the same to the
people of California, and Congressman W. W. Bowers from California wrote to John W.
Noble, Secretary of the Interior, saying, “this action should be taken.”

The proclamation to create the”San Gabriel Forest Reserve” was transmitted to the
Secretary of the Interior on July 6, 1892 by Thos. H. Carter, Commissioner, who wrote:
“The future prosperity of Soutiern California depends upon protecting the water
supply of the numerous streams which have their source in the mountains embraced in
the reservation....I respectfully recommend that the enclosed proclamation.., be
submitted to the President for his signature.”

The proclamation was submitted to President Benjamin Harrison who signed it at
Washington on December 20, 1892,

The first name was “San Gabriel Timberland Reserve”. The forbidding word “Reserve”
was discarded on March 4, 1907, when the title was changed to “San Gabriel National
Forest” and later on July 1, 1908 to”Angeles National Forest.”



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

ADDRESS REPLY TO U4S
FORESTSUPERVISOR I1SSOUTHLO5R-OSLES

AND REFER TO PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

1650 July 9, 1959

Mrs. Etheiwynne Fraisher
216 Alexander Street
San Fernando, California

Dear Mrs. Fraisher:

Ranger Ed Corpe has referred your letter of May 25, 1959 to the

Forest Supervisor of the Angeles National Forest for an answer.

We should be most happy to have your organization sponsor the

Angeles National Forest as a State Registered Historical Landmark.
Briefly, the Angeles National Forest was originally withdrawn from

the public domain as the “San Gabriel Timber Land Reserve” under a

proclamation signed by President Benjamin Harrison on December 20,

1892. This was the first timber land reserve established in Calif

ornia and the second in the entire United States. The Yellowstone
Park Timber Land Reserve preceded it by having been proclaimed on
December 16, 1891.

The “San Gabriel Timber Land Reserve” was originally administered
by the U. S. Department of Interior. In 1905 Congress passed a
law which placed it under administration of the U. S. Department
of Agriculture. On March 4, 1907 the name was changed from the
“San Gabriel Timber Land Reserve” to the San Gabriel National
Forest. On July 1, 1908 the name was again changed to Angeles
National Forest, which name continues to the present day.

We are enclosing a booklet called “The Forest and the People” which
may be of interest to you since it gives some of the background
relative to the establishment of the forest and some of the history
of the Angeles Forest.

If we may be of any further assistance to you don’t hesitate to
call on us.

Very sincerely yours,

R. F. DROEGE
Forest Supervisor

By Sy’1 McNinch
Dictated by W. T. Dresser
Signed in his absence to

avoid delay.



October 10, 1959

Dr. Aubrey Neasham, Historian
State of California
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Beaches and Parks
1125 Tenth Street
Sacramento 14, California

Dear Dr. Neasham:

Enclosed is an application to have the Angeles National Forest registered as an historical
landmark.

The History and Landmarks Association of the San Fernando and Antelope Valley Parlors,
Native Sons and Native Daughters of the Golden West, would like, at the same time to
petition for assistance in placing a plaque on this landmark.

We hope to have the marking soon but it will be up to the Rancho San Fernando Parlor
No. 285, Native Sons of the Golden West, to set the date and I will not be able to
send you that until after their next meeting. However, we hope to have it before the
end of the year, if possible.

The following is the proposed inscription for the plaque:

THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

THE FIRST NATIONAL FOREST IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
SECOND IN THE UNITE]) STATES, CREATED BY PROCLAMATION,
DEE1BER 20, 1892, BY PRESIDENT BENJAMIN HARRISON.

THE FIRST NAME GIVEN TO THE FOREST WAS “SAN GABRIEL
TIMBERLAND RESERVEIS, II’ WAS CHANGED TO “SAN GABRIEL
NATIONAL FOREST”, MARCH 4, 1907 THEN TO “ANGELES
NATIONAL FOREST”, JULY 1, 1908.

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE OF CALIFOiIIA PA( CO1ISSION
IN COOPERATION WITH THE HISTORY AND LANIARKS ASSOCIATION
OF THE SAN FERNANDO AND ANTELOPE VALLEY PARLORS, NATIVE
SONS AND NATIVE DAUGHTERS OF THE GOLDEN WEST; and RANCHO
SAN FERNANDO PARLOR NO. 285, NAT!v SONS OF THE GOLDI
WEST

_____________

.1959

I hope that the above inscription will be accepted by you and the Historic Landmarks
Commission.

Very sincerely yours,
/1

ETHELV:NNE AsaER
216 AL

SAN FERr1ANDO, CAUFORNIA



REFERENCES TO BOOKS, RECORDS, AND OTIE AUTHORITIES SUSTAINING TISE FACTS

THE FOREST AND THE PEOPLE

by W. W. ROBTNSON
Title Insurance and Trust Co.
Los Ane1es: 1946

ARE PICTURES ATTACHED?

________________________________________________

IS STATE?’1ENT OF OWNER ATTACID? Yes.

Signed

___________________

city San Fernando, California

Date October 10, 1959

(This form when filled out completely is to be sent to the- Historical

Landmarks Advisory Corrimittee, P. 0. Box 2390, SacramentD ll California)
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55m CONGRELS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. DOCUMENT
3d No. 181.

RE PORT

UPON TEL

FORESTRY INVESTIGATIONS
OF THE

IT. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

1877-1898.

By B. E. FER.TOW,
FORMERLY CHIEF OF THE DIVISiON OF FORESTRY, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRiCULTURE.

[PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A PROVISION IN THE ACT MAKING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOR THE FISCAL TEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 18.j

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

1899.



1 Yl,wotoio, Nat i,tn,l Park tirnl,or.lanl r’errc’ Wvo.) . Selt. 1’, 1891. 1. 230. 040
WI,i(, ]iiv,’r l’hito,,, ti b,’r.l:,toi reerv,’ U,loJ .s.— Oct. 16. 1891’ 1.10’, 1’0

I J’’,o litvor for,’t ye1•vc (\ 5J.ç,) . 3101. 11. tt’2. 2110411

4 Sicrrt I’r’t r,—,’rve (4:11.).1. l’I. 14, 1043— 4, ill; (:0(1
o 1’aith f..,’ot r’vc 3 Waoh.) .‘ p..;, o.. is’ o;;. ci

O Pike’. 1’”ak timber (.ini r,’’.erv,’ ((‘ui.).2.l.r 10. I02 104. 130
7 1(u) 1 1 10 tim er- (a ,,.i teO,’r:c, tOng.).! 3110- 17. 15(2 142. ‘IS)

44 P11111’ I.’ ,‘‘,k tiiibr-liiil r,’eerl,, Unk,.).Tune 2;. iul2 37;’. 3114

9 I Soot), Pl:,tt’ (‘Ire-It r’’.’-r0 (Uk,,) 11,-,. 9. 1092 230

— .-u.... •‘,

ii BiltTlelulel,t M..i (i,’.’ r,-.eri-e ((‘nb.) .4 1),. 24. 1542 $0. 240
12 Afognak f,, eti aol tih ,,1l ire r,”.,-rvc I .kIaka). .10. iik,,,o,i,.
13 l;ran,1 Ca ovun f,,re—t. r cove (Ariz.).a,. F’)’. 211.18113 1.541. 7114

14 ‘In,, iuu,’,u (.,llt’otZ iir,’sl ri-au-rye(3.)., Fe)’. 22, 1823 31’. 020
5 San 1k-r,ou,1,,,,u i’,,r,’t. maci-ye (Cal.).do ... 737. 201J

II) Ae)iland loecat re’r:-e (t)reg.) .c’t. 24, 10113 144, ooo

17 Cancade flange 11.,teti re’.erve ((Ireg., .10 . 4.402. 800

Tc,tiil io’reage Di fort-at r,-serves 17,5414,800

. ...—.-—..—. ,.,—.——.—. —-I-u-I—— -. .-_..,_.,

NATIONAL PARKS

18 I Yetl,ov’.boi,t’ National Park lIar. 1, 1072 2. 142. 720
19 ‘kou.”i,ite 2.alio,,l Park Oct. 1, 1999 ‘367. 980

20 Sequoia National Park In 1431,2440
21 Gen’rat Grunt Nuti,,ual Park tin 2. 500

aTlue tututultera refer to those use,1 on map, Plate 11.

, 1

The reservations were t’stablished usually upon the 1)etitiou of eitizeus resoling in the respec

tive States and after due examination, the forestry aSSOCiatiOI acting as illternlclllary.

Meanwhile the legislatioii devised ior the adiniiiistratioii of the blest reserves, existing or to

be established. specially urged 1w Representative Mcliae, chairman of Public Lands Collimittee,
Iailed to be enacted. although iii the Fifty-third Congress it was p;LSse(1 by both houses, but fiuiled

iii conference.
Secretary Hoke Smith, of the i)epartinent of tile Interior, impressed witil the iniportance of

devising some adequate system of protection and managemeilt of the forests, both witliiit the

reserves and in the public domain, and urged by the committee of the Forestry Association,

under date of February 15, 1896, requested the National Academy of Sciences. tile legally

constituted adviser of the Government in scientific matters, to investigate and report “upoll the

inauguration of a rational forest policy for the forested lands of’ the United States.” He especially

desired am official expression as to the desirability and practicability of preserving tile forests

from tire and iiiaiiitaining as forested lands portions of the public domain tiow beating wood

growth; as to how far the influence of forests on climate, soil, and watei’ conditions warranted a

policy of forest conservation ill regions where the public domain is principally situated; al)d what

specific legIslation should be enacted to remedy existing evils.

Under date of February 1, 1897, the lLcallenly submitted to Secretary Francis a J)lelilIlillal’y

report recomllieildiug tile creation of tilirteen additional forest reserves with a total area of

21,379,840 acres. These reserves were Pr(lil i illed, lix reroluniell dcii, by the Presiti eli t February 2,

1S97. Omi May 1, 1897, tile president of the academy submitted his complete report, CllibO(lyilJg

FEDEIlAL FOREsT POLICY. 191

the Fifty-first Congress, through the earnest iIlsistenl’e of Secretary of the lIlterilli’ .TO1lll ‘Vi.

Noble, who was fully illibued with the necessity of some actioli such 115 Was ailvol’;lted liv tile

Issoeiatioii, the following section was adlleil to the act entitled “Au act to repeal tilllber-clIli Ill-c

laws, and fir other purposes. approved March 1. 1S)i

Si:e. 24. Tl,:,t the Presitleut &‘ the Uuited States max-. from tim- to tilt,,!, set :part outi res,rv,’, jll 14113’ 0.1,),’ or

‘i’ei’i’itorv ha ving 14311 it. lan’Is iteariug forests. auv part of the piiiiic hands whi, ‘liv ‘i in )‘;ui-t c-uv ercil with t it,il.’-r

or nnilet-rnwth. wh,ethc’r of t’otumerc.ial value or nut, as public. reservations, ti,l ihe ]‘re.si,Ietit sii;,Il, lu iuttbuhi’

pruchamatioii. is-hire the est:tb,hishmcn t of such reservathoits and thu I mit there,if.

Acting lipoll this authority. Presidents Cleveland amid llarrisou established seventeen fittest

reservations, with a total estimated area 0)’ 1T.500,OIft) acres previous fI) 1594.

These forest reservations, together w’ith the national parks which were established betoi’r. to

be sure for quite different purposes. made thus the forest lands l’eserVed by the Govel’ullieIlt

aggregate over O,000,000 acres as follows:

No,a 2”urest reserratiou. )t-t,1’.ialu-l, Ar,-:t.



NORTHERN REGION (R-l)

News From the Field

The Deerlodge National Forest has

published a 5½”x8½” hardcover photocopy

edition of The Philipsburg Story, 1905-

1980 by Robert D. t3akley. . . Three vol

imies of Ehe 1899-1914 work diaries of

Michael Langohr, early supervisor, Galla

tin National Forest, are in the State

UTversity library at Bozeman, Mont.

A 1931 letter of a lookout, Htmie Frayer,

describing firefighting on an Idaho for

est, was recently received by the Regional

Office. He is a writer in California.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION (R-2)

sued:a90:year’fliistzatedhiso

tcoipiled by\Walter .GalThchéofG1entda

Sp;ing. L’Jtjwas ..the. second forestreseiw

.n:the country, proclaimed by Presidenj

Benjamin Harrison on October 161S9Jj.

Basil K. Crane, retired Deputy Re

gional Forester, has written an illustrat

ed memoir of his “wild West” days on

horseback in the Toiyabe National Forest,

Nevada, beginning in 1938. Copies are

available at $7 from him at 6045 Estes,

Arvada, Cob. 80215.
Cicero Peak lookout tower, Black

Hills National Forest, out of service

since. 1974, has been sold and moved to

Rapid City, S.D., as a tourist attraction.

SOUTHWESTERN REGION (R-3)

“Southwestern Forest Service Pmigos”

was formally organized January 20 in Albu

querque by retirees Dahi Kirkpatrick, Le

roy Bond, R. W. Crawford, Robert B. Lati

more and others. Latimore is president,

succeeding George Worley, 1981 chief.

Arthur C. Ringland, first Regional Fores

ter, died in October in Bethesda, Md., in

his 100th year. . . Clarence L. Forslirig,

88, former Forest Service Chief of Re

search and former Chief, Bureau of Graz

ing, also died in October, in Albuquer

que. . . William D. Hurst, retired Region

al Forester now living in Basque Farms,

N.M., as written recollections of his

father, William M. Hurst, longtime Ranger,

Panguitch District, Dixie National Forest,

which he has published in Thinking Back, 86

pp., illus.

INTERMDUNTAIN REGION (R-4)

Recreation Staff has completed trans

cription of five more taped interviews wit)

old-time retirees made by Arnold R. Stand

ing of the Regional Office in 1965. The

men were Moses and Hamner (Ham) Christen

sen, Wells Thursby, S. Bryson (Bike) Cook,

Harry (Rip) Van Winkle. Moses was

then 89; he had worked on the Caribou Na

tional Forest, 1908-22, and then went into

land sales. Ham (no relation) worked as a

Ranger on the Fishlake, 1919-56, and then

for Utah State Parks; he died late in 1981

Thursby was a Ranger on the Manti-LaSal,

1920-50, then became Assistant Utah State

Forester for fire control. Van Winkle be

came a Ranger in 1928 and served on six

National Forests and in the Regional

Office (Recreation and Lands), retiring in

1963 at Teton Supervisor. Cook joined up

as a Ranger on the Cache in 1925 and spent

his later years on the old Powell (merged

with the Dixie in 1945). He retired in

1960.

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST REGION (R-5)

The Regional Office’s extensive his

torical documentary and photographic fi1e

are being organized and indexed by Lucind

Scanlon, a student at San Francisco State

University, under the Regional cultural r

sources management program in cooperation

with Office of Information.
The La Maine railroad logging system

best-preserved narrow gauge line in north

em California, in use from 1900 to 1922

the Redding area, Shasta-Trinity National

Forest, has been accepted as a National

Historic Site. The town of La Maine was

destroyed by fire in 1917.
A very interesting and informative

history of the Lake Tahoe Basin, mainly 1

long series of efforts to reserve lands

there for parks and forests, often in coi

flict with lumbering and lakeshore deveic

ment, is given in the article, “Preserva

tion Efforts at Lake Tahoe, 1880 to 1980
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Attn: Sandy Eller

e 1 e sRe: State Historic Lanma

//-

We have recently received information which may affect the significance
attributed to the Angeles National Forest as a State Historic Landmark.
The landmark description, documents the Angeles as the first Forest re
serve created in California, and the second created in the United States.
However, the enclosures indicate that the White River National Forest in
Colorado was the second reserve created within the country. The Angeles
still merits State Historic Landmark status for being the first Forest
reserve created in the State. We request that the State file on the
Angeles be amended to reflect this new information.

If you have any questions or information to the contrary, please contact
our Forest Archaeologist, Michael McIntyre, at (213) 577-0050, ext. 204.
Thank you for your prompt consideration of this matter.

Sincere y,

GRAY . REYNO S
Forest Supervisor

Enclosures

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FOREST SERVICE

Angeles National Forest JUL 13 1982
150 South Los Robles Avenue, Suite 300

Pasadena, California 91101

1982

F

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation
Office of Historic Preservation
Department of Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 2390
1Sacramento, CA 95811

Dear Ms. Eller:

National Forest

62.00—Il (1/69)



CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGES NATIONAL FOREST

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Date: 9

REGISTRATION APPROVAL

Approved_______________________________ Dis approved_______________________

PLAQUE APPROVAL

Approved________________________________ Dis approved_______________________

Comments:

(Signed’)
J2.,



CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Date:________________

REGISTRtT ION APPROVAL

Approved______

____________________

Dis approved_________

PLAQUE APPROVAL

Approved_______________________________ Disapproved_________

Connuents:

(Signed)



CATJIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Date:__‘

REGISTRAT ION APPROVAL

Approved 1/ Disapproved_______________________

PLAQUE APPROVAL

Approved_______________________________ Disapproved________________________

Comments:

//

(Signed)



CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST

LOS ANc-ELES COUNTY

Date:______________

REGISTRPT ION APPROVAL

Approved_________

_______________

Disapproved__________________

PLAQUE APPROVAL

Approved________________________________ Dis approved___________________

/

Comments:

(Sd)



CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGELES NATIOL FOREST

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Date: J”

REGISTRATION APPROVAL

Approved_______________________________ Dis approved__________________

PLAQUE APPROVAL

Approved_______________________________ Disapproved_________________

Comments:

(Signed)

/1cL



CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOPEST

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Date: /a/3/.7

V REGISTRATION APPROVAL

Approved 4)
Disapproved___________________

PLA.QtJE APPRDVAL

Approved_______________________________ Disapproved____________________

Comments: V

(Signed)



CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

THE ANGELES NATIONAL FOBEST

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Date:_______________
I. V

REGISTRATION APPROVAL

V

___

Approved_______________________________ Dis approved____________________

PLAQUE APPROVAL

Approved________________________________ Dis approved_____________________

Conunents:

(Signed) 7
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PHOTOGRAPHS:

Mt. Waterman ski lift

Snow—flecked mountains, western end of
Angeles Forest.

Big Pines Lodge

From Angeles Forest overlooking
Antelope Valley (desert)

Mt. Wilson Observatory —

not a part of the forest but surrounded
by it.
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