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Coming Soon:  
Draft Hacienda Heights Community Plan

Thank you to all the dedicated community members 
who gave their time, effort, opinions, creativity, and thoughts 
to the Hacienda Heights Community Plan Update. We greatly 
appreciate the individuals and community organizations who 
shared their written comments on the draft components that 
were released at the end of August 2008. From September to 
November we received comments from you and planners from 
the Department of Regional Planning. We also had focused 
consultations with county staff to receive their input. Over 
forty unique issues were brought up, ranging from format, to 
specific language in the goals and policies, to implementation 
ideas.  

Youth Planning 
Creating healthy and eco-friendly food environments 

Now, based on this feedback, the draft components are 
being refined into the Draft Hacienda Heights Community 
Plan. Some of the new and exciting features are: 
 
 Updated land use map utilizing latest countywide 

legend; 
 Expanded technical analyses and background report;  
 Refined format to ease implementation and use. 
 
We hope that you will continue to be engaged and involved 
in developing the plan that will shape the future of your 
community. Keep a look out in the mail and at our website 
for the Draft! 

An update on progress made in developing the Draft Hacienda Heights 

Community Plan, highlights on community issues, and a guide to next steps 

in the Community Plan Update process.  

November 2008 

In summer 2008 students from Los Altos 
High School conducted an innovative 
project to explore healthy food options 
and environmental practices in 
restaurants in Hacienda Heights’ central 
commercial area. Working with a public 
health official from the Los Angeles 
County Public Health Department and 
planners from the Los Angeles County 
Department of Regional Planning, the 
students surveyed eight restaurants as 
part of their demonstration project. 

Students asked restaurant owners and managers about their 
food options and business practices and collected 
observations using cameras and note-taking. They were 
surprised to find that many restaurants were conscious of their 
impact on the environment and on their customers’ health. 
The students also identified potential areas for improvement, 
such as replacement of Styrofoam containers with more eco-
friendly options. The findings from the students’ work were 
used to develop a guide to healthy and environmentally-
friendly dining for Hacienda Heights, and to support policies in 
the Community Plan Update. To learn more about this project 
please visit: http://planning.lacounty.gov/hacienda.htm  



What’s Next 
 

1. Release of Draft Plan 
 

2. Land Use Workshop 
 

3. Community Presentation 
 

4.  Planning Commission 
Hearing 

 

 

Uniform Land Use Legend
Moving towards a uniform and coherent 

countywide land use policy. 

Last updated in 1993, the 
Los Angeles County 
General Plan is now 
undergoing a 
comprehensive update.  
 
The General Plan is the 
land use policy document 
for all unincorporated 
areas of the County. 
Community plans are 
part of the General Plan. 
They deal with local-level 
issues not dealt with in 
the General Plan and also 
refine land use and other 
policies according to the 
community’s vision. 
 

In an attempt to develop 
a coherent countywide 
land use policy, the 2008 
Draft General Plan 
includes a 
comprehensive land use 
legend that will be used 
in all new and updated 
community plans.  
 
Going forward, each 
community will be able 
to choose from a menu 
of land use options laid 
out in the General Plan. 
Each option includes a 
purpose, physical criteria, 
and intensity of use. 
Using this legend will 
allow all unincorporated 
communities to more 
accurately plan for their 
futures and will assist 
implementation by being 
clear, straightforward, 
and uniform. 
 
The Hacienda Heights 
Community Plan will be 
the first to apply this 

SPOTLIGHT: 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER 

As part of the permit that approved 
expansion of the Puente Hills 
Landfill in 2002, a trust fund was 
established to provide resources for 
environmental, educational, and 
quality of life programs and regional 
facilities to Hacienda Heights and 
Avocado Heights. Commonly 
referred to as “tipping fees,” these 
funds are now being allocated to 
community projects, including a 
community center. The Hillgrove 
Learning Center has been identified 
as a potential site for this facility. To 
learn about efforts thus far in 
selecting projects and programs to 
be funded by the tipping fees, 
please see the Tipping Fee 
Documents at: 
http://knabe.com/cities/haciendahei
ghts.html or contact the project 
consultant Mr. Jeffrey Lambert at 
Jeffrey@jeffrey-lambert.com. 

new legend in a 
community plan. The 
new categories provide 
clarity and purpose and 
are more specific than 
those previously used in 
the 1978 Hacienda 
Heights Community 
Plan.  
 
To learn more about the 
Draft General Plan and 
the new land use legend, 
please see Chapter 3 of 
the Draft General Plan 
at 
http://planning.lacounty. 
gov/generalplan/  
 
If you want to be part 
of the land use 
discussions, please 
come to the upcoming 
land use workshop, to 
be announced soon.  
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