
Small Group Discussion 
Groundtruthing Report-Back Meeting 
August 11, 2018 

1) What type of businesses are you most concerned about in your community?

All groups indicated auto repair and paint, metal plating and recycling as their main businesses of 
concern.  Some groups also mentioned furniture manufacturing, unpermitted or unidentified 
industrial uses, and junk yards. 

2) Which zoning tools do you think would be most effective in addressing your concerns?

All groups highlighted the importance of landscaping, adequate buffer, and setbacks.  Other zoning 
tools that were recommended include solid walls with partially non view-obscuring materials, 
enclosed structure, strategic truck traffic routes and access, restrictions on hours of operation, 
impervious surfaces, and measures to control odor, dust and toxins emission.  Others suggested 
green alley and zero emission vehicles or equipment.   

3) Any other recommendations to help improve environment in your community?

Enforcement:  Many participants strongly highlighted the need and importance of enforcement.  They 
pointed out that enforcement of current regulation should be better coordinated across the federal, state 
and local governments to ensure that businesses are in compliance with the existing requirements and do 
not operate illegally.  A pilot enforcement program was also suggested as an action item for the Green 
Zones Program.   

Local businesses:  There were different perspectives on the local, small businesses in the communities.  
Some suggested business incentives as a way to help them improve their operation and become better 
neighbors, while others stressed the need for a stronger action from the County to stop bad actors from 
operating in the area.  The local examples of hazardous industrial facilities, such as Exide, were 
mentioned as examples.   

Implementation timeline:  Some participants expressed a deep concern about the potential timeline of the 
Green Zones policy implementation. Even though there is no fixed schedule for implementation at this 
time, people feel that the changes need to be made sooner than later.   

Other comments:  Other people advocated for incentives in general as an essential resources to fund 
implementation.  Regarding the framing of the Green Zones Program, it was also suggested that it could 
be presented as public health initiatives to equally highlight its importance.     
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Small Group Discussion Questions  
Preguntas para el diálogo en grupos pequeños 
 

1. What types of businesses are you most concerned about in your 
community?   

¿Qué tipo de negocios en su comunidad le preocupa más? 
 

2. Which zoning tools do you think would be most effective in 
addressing your concerns?  

¿Qué herramientas de zonificación cree que serían más 
efectivas para abordar sus inquietudes? 
 

3. Any other recommendations to help improve environment in your 
community?  

¿Alguna otra recomendación para ayudar a mejorar el 
medioambiente en su comunidad? 
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