











Mr. Hasan lkhrata, Executive Director
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We are in support of Los Angeles County receiving the Compass Blueprint grant for the
Florence-Firestone community. It is our hope that the success of this project will
demonstrate the feasibility of revitalizing traditionally under-served communities here in
Southemn California.

Sincerely, - k\ -

Richard R. Powers, Executive Director
Gateway Cities Council of Governments
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January 22, 2008

Mr. Hasan |khrata

Executive Director

Southern California Association of Governments
818 West 7" Street, 12" floor

Los Angeles, California 90017-3435

Dear Mr. Ikhrata:

| wish to express my full support for the Los Angeles County’s Department of Regional
Planning’s (DRP) application for the Southern California Compass Blueprint project. This
grant will provide a tremendous service to the unincorporated community of Florence-
Firestone.

In 2004, as part of the County's Strategic Plan, the Florence-Firestone Community
Enhancement Team (FFCET) was established by myself and Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke
to enhance the relationship between local residents and County staff, in order to effectively
provide services for this unincorporated area. The Compass Blueprint project will be a
catalyst for change, and it will serve as a model for similar efforts throughout the region.
Ultimately, this effort will increase civic participation and community ownership in an area of
Los Angeles County that has been traditionally underserved.

The Southern California Compass Blueprint Program will genuinely aid our residents in
creating a more prosperous and sustainable future, and | urge your thoughtful consideration
of DRP’s application. If you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact my Field Deputy Edgar Cisneros at (323) 881-4601. Thank you.

LORIA MOLINA
Supervisor, First District

GM/EC
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January 16, 2008

Mr. Hasan lkhrata, Executive Director

Southern California Association of Governments
818 West 7" Street, 12" floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

Mr. Hasan lkhrata:

With great enthusiasm, | extend my support to the Los Angeles County’s Department of
Regional Planning in their application for the Southern California Compass Blueprint project.
Selection of this project will provide a tremendous service to the unincorporated community of
Florence-Firestone as well as further the vision of the Compass Blueprint program.

In 2004, as part of the County’s Strategic Plan and as a part of my goals, the Florence-
Firestone Community Enhancement Team (FFCET) was established to enhance the
relationship local residents had with County staff providing services to this unincorporated
area. In collaboration with my endeavors in the community, including establishing the FFCET
and funding several community-engaging projects there, the Compass Blueprint project will
be the catalyst for change and an example to the rest of the region. Many of the efforts that
exist in this community are reactive agents to improve livability. Rather than simply
responding to change, your sponsorship will help marshal this burgeoning population to act
as visionaries, galvanize their community and transform the future. With your direction in
helping to protect what's good about being in the heart of the area, close to myriad public
transportation and established infrastructure, we can design the foundation for what needs to
grow.

The proposed project for SCAG to work with the community residents to create a Vision
document for Florence-Firestone that would entail important elements such as economic
development strategies and livability indicators. | enthusiastically support the Department of
Regional Planning’s application.






