Florence-Firestone Community Plan
Code Enforcement-Strategic Focus Area
FF-SFA Community Meeting
May 20, 2014
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MEETING OBJECTIVE

For the Department of Regional Planning (DRP) to engage stakeholders on community planning
initiatives and to gather feedback on the Draft Florence-Firestone Community Plan (Draft Plan) and
proposed Industrial Preservation (IP) combining zone for Alameda Street in Florence-Firestone.

EVENT DESCRIPTION

On the evening of Tuesday, May 20, 2014, approximately 30 community members attended the
Florence-Firestone Code Enforcement Strategic Focus Area (FF-SFA) community meeting at Washington
Park. The quarterly meeting brought together property owners and tenants, business owners, non-profit
service providers, and county staff to discuss quality of life issues in the Florence-Firestone community.
While code enforcement concerns are typically the group’s focus, group members dialoged on a variety
of community issues, including long-range plans for Florence-Firestone. The Draft Plan’s project
manager attended the meeting, delivered presentations on several projects, and gathered community
input.

MEETING SUMMARY

Attendees included residents, business owners, clergy, non-profit service providers, staff from the
Florence-Firestone/Walnut Park Chamber of Commerce, staff from DRP Zoning Enforcement, County
Public Library, and Public Health, the Draft Plan project manager, and a representative from the Office of
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas.

County staff delivered presentations and dialoged with attendees. Zoning Enforcement staff discussed
recent enforcement activities. Staff from Public Health discussed illegal food vending enforcement in the
community. Inspectors explained how enforcement eliminates blight and improves quality of life.
Attendees were reminded to report code violations to the County’s 211 hotline. A local pastor in
attendance also recommended that County inspectors educate vendors to emphasize the consequences
of non-compliance and the need for permits.

The project manager of the Draft Plan delivered project updates, summarized in the following section.
PRESENTATION

The Draft Plan’s project manager delivered a 4-part presentation as follows:

1) Announcement of the parklet/placita project planned for the Florence Library

2) Update on the countywide Yard Sale Ordinance Update project

3) Update on the Draft Plan, including resolving Eminent Domain concerns relating to the General Plan

public hearing held on February 26, 2014
4) Outreach on the proposed IP combining zone outlined in the General Plan 2035



ITEM 1: Parklet/Placita at Florence Library

The Office of Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas has funded a parklet/placita to be built at the parking lot
adjacent to the Florence Library. The project is a collaboration with the Supervisor’s Office, the
departments of Regional Planning and Public Works, the County of Los Angeles Public Library, and the
Community Development Commission. A parklet is a small, temporary recreation area installed in an
unexpected place, such as a parking space. It’s a way to activate underutilized space. It’s done using off-
the-shelf furniture, sod, and inexpensive materials. The project goal is to create a fun and inviting
outdoor space for library patrons, families, and passersby on Florence Avenue. The project is an
outgrowth of the community’s desire for more open space, as articulated in the 2009 Florence-Firestone
Vision Plan and the current Draft Plan. Public Works staff is working on the design. Attendees were
encouraged to spread the word.

ITEM 2: Countywide Yard Sale Ordinance Update

In April 2013, Supervisor Ridley-Thomas issued a Board Motion directing County departments to work
together to amend Los Angeles County Codes to enable more efficient and effective enforcement
against extended yard sales and illegal vending in the unincorporated areas. The motion came about
after the FF-SFA wrote a letter to the Supervisor’s Office expressing concern about ongoing yard sales
and vending violations in the community. Other districts are also impacted by these issues. In response
to the Board Motion, DRP is updating the countywide yard sale ordinance to clarify and strengthen the
code. The project manager gave a status update on the current draft and outlined several proposed
revisions to the ordinance. In response to a group member’s question, the process to amend the County
Zoning Code was explained. DRP anticipates taking the ordinance to the Regional Planning Commission
(RPC) for consideration in Fall 2014. Regular updates will be provided and members will be invited to
comment at upcoming RPC hearings.

ITEM 3: Draft Plan Update and Eminent Domain Concerns

The project manager gave an overview of the Draft Plan as follows. The Florence-Firestone Community
Plan provides a blueprint for growth and development in the Florence-Firestone community. In addition
to policies and goals, the Draft Plan includes an update to the Community Standards District overlay
zone and a required environmental study. The Community Plan is a tool to help realize the community’s
vision outlined in the 2009 Florence-Firestone Vision Plan. Once adopted by the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors, the Community Plan becomes the official policy document against which all future
development is evaluated. DRP has led a series of public participation workshops and worked with
community members to develop the Plan. DRP completed the Draft Plan in September 2012. The Draft
Plan is available for review and comment at: http://planning.lacounty.gov/ffvp. Community outreach
will continue over the next year.

In March 2014, the project manager learned that residents had concerns about removal of existing
single-family houses in the community by way of eminent domain. These concerns came to light after
residents received DRP’s post card notices inviting them to the February 26, 2014 Regional Planning
Commission public hearing for the General Plan 2035. The project manager investigated the concerns.
After reviewing proposed policies of the General Plan and Draft Plan and speaking with DRP managers,
the project manager determined that there was no threat of eminent domain in Florence-Firestone. On
April 2, 2014, the project manager emailed FF-SFA members affirming no threat of eminent domain in
the community. These findings were reiterated at the present meeting. Although the General Plan and
Community Plan propose zone changes in Florence-Firestone, these updates reflect what’s currently on
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the ground. The plans do not propose to demolish single-family residences to make space for higher
density apartments and condos, or other uses. California environmental laws require public noticing
when zone changes are proposed. The Community Plan is dovetailing off the environmental impact
report being prepared for the countywide General Plan. That’s why Florence-Firestone residents
received public hearing notices, explained the project manager. No housing is threatened. Attendees
said they understood and were relieved by the news.

ITEM 4: Industrial Preservation zone

The General Plan 2035 proposes an IP combining zone to be implemented in several industrial areas
throughout the County. An IP zone is a tool to implement the Employment Protection Districts (EPDs)
proposed in the General Plan 2035 and applies to industrial areas identified in a 2008 study by the
Economic Development Commission (EDC) (Appendix J in General Plan 2035). The intent of the IP zone is
to preserve the job-rich industrial areas from conversion to non-industrial uses. The combining zone
specifies industrial uses and limited non-industrial employee-serving uses allowed within the IP area.

DRP is currently collecting feedback from communities where IP zones are proposed. Florence-Firestone
has one of the proposed IP areas. The Florence-Firestone IP is along Alameda Street generally bounded
by E. 75" Street on the north and E. 97 Street on the south. The project manager explained how the
proposed IP would work. A large-scale map of the proposed IP area was provided as reference. Copies of
the proposed IP zoning code were distributed and explained. Pros and Cons were outlined. To give real-
world context, the project manager summarized key features of existing IP zones in San Francisco,
Chicago, and Portland, OR.

A discussion followed and attendees provided questions and comments about the proposed IP zone.
The project manager answered questions. Feedback is summarized as follows:

e Q: Are restaurants allowed in the IP zone?
A: It will depend if restaurants are classified as “limited employee-serving businesses” in the final IP
combining zone. Currently the code is still being written.

e Q: What happens if a business in the IP zone area is not a “limited employee-serving business?”
A: Staff is still working on the code and identifying employee-serving businesses. Essentially, a non-
industrial, non-employee-serving business would be subject to the Title 22 Zoning Code
amortization period for non-conforming uses. Amortization means the time allowed before an
existing land use has to be removed.

e Q: What happens if there’s a house in the IP zone?
A: Legally established single-family residences have no amortization period, so they can remain.

e Q: It sounds like the IP zone might create a ghost town; are there any incentives?
A: At this point the draft ordinance does not provide incentives.

e Q: What is the definition of “industrial?” Who decides all this?
A: The definition of industrial stems from the Title 22 Zoning Code and regulations relating to
manufacturing uses. DRP staff is currently working on the IP ordinance.

e Q: Were any feasibility studies done?
A: No, the 2008 EDC study was the study conducted.
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e (Q: Can we implement Enterprise Zones instead?
A: California eliminated the State Enterprise Zone Program in December 2013.

e Comment: We should encourage, not limit, business.
e Comment: Eliminating business without replacing business is a problem.

e Comment: Scrap metal yards are a problem in this community. | want to get rid of the junk yards,
not keep them.

e Comment: Junk yards create environmental concerns. They emit excessive fumes. Controls and
regulations are needed.

e Comment: Alameda Corridor is essential for anyone who owns an old car. You can take your old car
to an auto mechanic there that you can’t find elsewhere.

CONCLUSION

The community meeting brought together various stakeholders and County representatives to engage in
a robust dialog on planning initiatives in the Florence-Firestone community. The project manager
briefed the group on: the planned parklet at Florence Library, the countywide yard sale ordinance
update initiated by the FF-SFA, the Draft Plan project including dispelling eminent domain rumors, and
the proposed IP combining zone for Alameda Street. Attendees provided insightful comments, which
will be incorporated into the next version of the Plan and will be shared with interested DRP sections.

NEXT STEPS

= Summarize community feedback and update Draft Plan
=  Provide community feedback on proposed IP zone to General Plan and Ordinance Studies sections
= Update project website
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Florence Firestone Community Leaders / LA County Partners
Code Enforcement Meeting
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 - 6PM
Washington Park

(McGowen Auditorium)

NOTE: All Florence Firestone Community Leaders and LA County Partners are
invited to attend this meeting and invited to join the Code Enforcement SFA.

Agenda
0 Housekeeping and Introductions

— Carmen Sainz, Section Head - Community Studies East and
Jonathan Bell - Community Studies East

o Community Plan and Community Standards District update

0 Public Hearing held on the February 26"

0 Eminent domain rumors—nothing to worry about, not part of any plan or
proposal!

o Proposed “Industrial Protection” zone on Alameda Street. A proposed overlay
limiting to industrial-only uses to preserve job base.

o0 Planning has identified Pros and Cons. We’d like to get community’s
thoughts?

o For more information about the Florence-Firestone Community Plan,
please visit: http://planning.lacounty.gov/ffvp

o Parklet at Florence Library
0 Temporary “pop-up” parklet planned for summer 2015.
o Outgrowth of 2009 Florence-Firestone Vision Plan and ties into FF
Community Plan.

— 2013/ 2014 Initiatives — Update and Status
— Yard Sales
— lllegal Vending

— Other topics —
o0 Abandon Structures
o Open items.

2014 Planning Dates:
Jan 21

Mar18

May 20

July 22

Sept 16 or 23

Nov 18
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