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Save the Planet inSave the Planet in 
Your Own BackyardYour Own Backyard



Organic Wastes a Problem?Organic Wastes a Problem?
• Over 45% of all waste disposed by residents 

is organic in nature (food, green waste, paper,is organic in nature (food, green waste, paper, 
etc.)

• Waste disposed at the landfill is typically 20% 
food waste and 10% green wastefood waste and 10% green waste

• Californian’s dispose of 12 million tons of 
organic wastes each year

• Organic wastes account for the majority of 
the 5.5 million tons of CO

2
EE emissions 

caused by landfills (the equivalent to the y ( q
pollution from over 900,000 cars)



The Answer Starts at HomeThe Answer Starts at Home
County of Los Angeles Smart Gardening Program

• Backyard Composting

• Worm Composting

• Grass Recycling

• Fire-wise GardeningFire-wise Gardening

• Water-wise Gardening

• FREE Workshops
for Residents



10 Simple Things You Can Do Today10 Simple Things You Can Do Today
1. Compost your lawn and garden 

t
6. Install an efficient irrigation 

twastes
2. Use worms to compost your 

kitchen scraps

system
7. Use native or drought-tolerant 

plants
3. Use edible plants in your 

landscape to grow your own food
4. Buy local, organically grown 

d

8. Plant trees to help shade your 
house and air conditioning unit

9. Capture and use rainwater to 
i i t l tproduce 

5. Reduce the size of your lawn and 
use a mulching mower

irrigate your plants
10. Use mulch under and around your 

planting areas



Real Change = Real ImpactReal Change  Real Impact
• If Californian’s composted just 1/3 of the 

organic waste we throw away each we could
• Reducing water use saves electricity (approx. 

8% of all of the electricity generated in theorganic waste we throw away each, we could 
reduce CO2EE by 1 million tons annually

• Backyard composting & worm composting 
can reduce an average household’s CO2EE 

8% of all of the electricity generated in the 
California is used to move and supply water) 

• Drip irrigation can reduce water use by 40-
60% and typically pays for itself in under 2 

footprint by 250 pounds per year

• Composting reduces the need for fertilizers 
for vegetable crops by up to 50%

years

• Using an electric mower can reduce CO2EE 
by up to 64%, and a manual mower produces 
no CO2 emissions

• Plants grown in compost-rich soil require 30-
70% less water for irrigation

• Using native & drought-tolerant plants can 
reduce the amount of irrigation water needed

no CO2 emissions

• Using mulch can reduce water losses by as 
much as 60%

• Trees and landscaping can reduce airreduce the amount of irrigation water needed 
by up to 80%

• Trees and landscaping can reduce air 
conditioning costs by up to 15%



What Will Be Your First Step?What Will Be Your First Step?

“Do the difficult things while they are easy and do the
great things while they are small. A journey of a
thousand miles must begin with a single step.”

Lao Tzu
c. 600 BCE


