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AGUA DULCE TOWN COUNCIL
33201 Agua Dulce Canyon Road * Box Number 8 * Agua Dulce, CA 91390

Website: www.AguaDulce-ca.com

March 16, 2009

Ms. Emma Howard ehoward@planning.lacounty.gov
Department of Regional Planning
320 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Proposed Amendment to Zoning Ordinance
For Wineries and Tasting Rooms
Public Hearing: March 25, 2009

Dear Ms. Howard:

The Regional Planning Commission is scheduled to conduct a public hear
amendment to modify the development standards and permitting procedur
rooms on March 25, 2009. Agua Dulce Town Council received notice of th
discussed the proposed amendment at our regular March 13

th
meeting. A

Council respectfully requests a continuance on this item and outreach to th
Planning staff to properly educate the community of the possible impacts o
ordinance.

The proposed amendment is a significant modification to the existing wine
additional outreach by Regional Planning to allow further community partic
this ordinance. A new permitting option, Minor Use Permit, is introduced t
unless concerns are raised by staff or the public. The ordinance eliminate
Conditional Use Permit, but requires a Type 2 License from California Stat
purpose for this change was not clearly identified in the summary sheet. A
requirements of a Type 2 ABC License is requested.

Agua Dulce has one large active and properly permitted winery and tasting
another local winery has received a Conditional Use Permit. The commun
permitting process for both of these permits.

The proposed amendment has raised many concerns. The Council is app
amendment as written, may allow commercial wineries and tasting rooms
neighborhoods thereby jeopardizing the use, enjoyment, or valuation of th
vicinity of proposed projects. The quality of life for nearby residents may b

Cumulative affects of many “boutique wineries” popping up are not addres
potential impacts to public safety and general welfare are not examined.

The ordinance does not address a limit on the maximum amount of import
wine production. A parcel with an apple tree or a couple of grape vines co
and tasting room.
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Minimum parcel size of net 2 acres is inadequate for the growing of agricultural winery products, winery
production facilities and required parking area. A minimum parcel size of 10 acres is more appropriate.

As written, the amendment does not require physical public notice of the application on the property, only
notice by first class mail to property owners within 300 feet from the proposed project. Physical public
notice is a key part of any permitting process that should not be omitted.
The reduced cost of a minor use permit versus the cost of a full conditional use permit may encourage
unrestrained development of wineries and tasting rooms on small properties. The reduced cost does not
outweigh the benefits of a full conditional use permit for public notice.

One of the ordinance objectives was “to protect and enhance the remaining agricultural lands for the
County.” A winery and tasting room is essentially a commercial enterprise. This does not protect the
agricultural land; instead it modifies the agricultural zoning to commercial. There are not enough
safeguards in the ordinance to protect the agricultural lands from becoming commercial districts.

Another of the objectives was “to avoid regulating wineries more excessively that other agricultural
supportive uses, while remaining aware of the sensitivity of alcohol use.” Because of the sensitivity of
alcohol use, wineries should have more strict regulations.

Respectfully,

Mary Johnson
Mary Johnson, President
Agua Dulce Town Council - 2009

Cc: Paul Novak, Fifth District Planning Deputy pnovak@lacbos.org
Rosalind Wayman, Fifth District Deputy rwayman@lacbos.org
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