
 
 
 
 
 
March 16, 2006 
 
TO:  Pat Modugno, Chair 
  Esther L. Valadez, Vice Chair 
  Leslie G. Bellamy, Commissioner 
  Harold V. Helsley, Commissioner 
  Wanyne Rew, Commissioner 
 
FROM: Leonard Erlanger 
  Section Head, Ordinance Studies 
 
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS TO THE SHARED WATER WELL 

ORDINANCE—DISCUSSION ITEM OF MARCH 22, 2006--Item No. 8 
 
Upon your Commission’s recommendation, the Board of Supervisors adopted the 
Shared Water Well Ordinance on July 5, 2005.  The Ordinance provides a discretionary 
director’s review application procedure for the sharing of a water well by up to four 
residences on immediately adjoining lots.   
 
Since adoption of the Ordinance, this Department has consulted with representatives of 
the County Departments of Health Services and Public Works about some property 
owners who are experiencing unforeseen shared well situations in outlying areas of the 
County.  Some of these situations constitute the sharing of wells by “adjacent” (non-
contiguous) lots rather than “adjoining” lots where the shared well was established prior 
to adoption of State Plumbing Code provisions that require such lots to be immediately 
adjoining, and also prior to adoption of the County’s Shared Well Ordinance.   
 
It appears from staff’s research that in some of these situations, good public policy 
would dictate an allowance for the grandfathering-in of such a shared well.  Therefore, 
staff is suggesting that you direct us to initiate appropriate amendments to the Shared 
Water Well Ordinance that would authorize the grandfather-in of such previously 
existing wells in certain appropriate situations.     
 
Staff will be present at your discussion of this item on March 22, 2006 to answer any 
questions you may have about shared wells.  In the interim, if you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact me or Mi Kim at (213) 974-6432.  
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