Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning

Planning for the Challenges Ahead

James E. Hartl AICP
Director of Planning

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

Agua Dulce Residential Project
County Project No. TR50385
Environmental No. RENVT200500167
Conditional Use Permit No. RCUPT200500171
Oak Tree Permit No. OT91053
State Clearinghouse No. 1991031100

The County of Los Angeles, as lead agency under the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), will prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the
Agua Dulce Residential Project. In compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15082,
the County of Los Angeles is sending this Notice of Preparation (NOP) to responsible
and trustee agencies involved in the project. The SEIR may be utilized to provide
environmental analysis pertaining to responsible and trustee agency approvals. As such,
the purpose of the NOP is to solicit comments on the scope and content of the SEIR
germane to each agency's statutory responsibility with respect to the proposed project.
This NOP is also being sent to other parties expressing interest in receiving such notices,
for comment within their areas of interest.

The review period for the NOP will be from April 12 to May 12, 2006. Due to the time
limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but
not later than May 19, 2006. Please direct all written comments to the following address.
In your written response, please include the name of a contact person in your agency.

Rick Kuo

County of Los Angeles

Regional Planning Department

320 West Temple Street, Room 1348
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Tel: (213) 974-6461

Fax: (213) 626-0434

320 West Temple Street » Los Angeles, CA 90012 = 213-974-6411 » Fax: 213-626-0434 = TDD: 213-617-2292



PROJECT BACKGROUND

The County of Los Angeles certified the Final EIR for the Agua Dulce Residential
project in 1994 for the development of 339 single-family residential lots along with open
space and water tank lots on 908 acres. Subsequently, a 68-unit (approximately 88-acre)
portion of the project was recorded. Currently, the project applicant, B & C Land and
Water, LLC, is proposing a revision to the remaining 820-acre, unrecorded portion of the
project. The revision entails providing an on-site water reclamation facility instead of the
previously planned septic system for the 68 residential lots and previously planned off-
project water reclamation facility for the remaining residential lots, as well as related
modifications to the Tract Map. The current proposal for the unrecorded portion of the
site is for 251 single family-residential lots, open space lots (unchanged from before) and
water tank lots. Due to changes in the project, the County is preparing an SEIR for the
unrecorded portion of the project, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15163,
to evaluate for new and potentially significant impacts that could occur.

PROJECT LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The current vacant and remaining portion of the undeveloped project site is located
within the unincorporated community of Agua Dulce, and within the Agua Dulce
Community Standards District area. State Route 14 (the Antelope Valley Freeway) lies
to the south/southeast. Sierra Highway is approximately a quarter of a mile to the north.
Site ingress and egress will be taken from Valley Sage Road and from Sierra nghway
via “H” Street (see Figures 1 and 2).

Land uses within 500 feet of the site consist of vacant land and scattered single-family
residences. The project site contains Juniper and holly-leaved cherry and various types of
sensitive species; however, no state or federally listed endangered species have been
found or are expected on the site. Site topography includes steep slopes and a gently
sloping valley floor. Elevations range from 2,735 feet along the westerly limits of the
property to 3,785 feet to the south.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The SEIR will address the revised Tentative Tract Map No. 50385 which alters the
previously approved but unrecorded portion of the Agua Dulce Residential project (see
Figure 3). The subdivision would provide for 251 single-family lots, four open space
lots, two park lots, one water reclamation lot and facility, and equestrian trails. There is
an exising Oak Tree Permit for the proposed project, however, it has not been determined
if a new one will be required. The applicant is seeking a revised Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) for development of residential uses and a water reclamation facility within a
Hillside Management area. A Sewer Maintenance District will be formed to operate and
maintain the proposed on-site water reclamation plant.



REQUIRED PROJECT APPROVALS

Necessary project approvals include but may not be limited to the above-noted revised
Tentative Tract No. 050385 and revised Conditional Use Permit No. RCUPT200500171.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS TO BE EVALUATED IN THE SUPPLEMENTAL
EIR

As provided in CEQA Guidelines Section 15163(b), a Supplemental EIR "need contain
only the information necessary to make the previous EIR adequate for the project as
revised." Therefore, the SEIR will address only those issues found to warrant analysis
based upon changes in the project. To determine which issues would warrant analysis,
the County of Los Angeles prepared an Initial Study (attached). The Initial Study
determination is that the following issues be addressed in the SEIR:

e Water Quality (evaluate impacts of the on-site water reclamation facility and of
proposed recycled irrigation water usage);

Air Quality (evaluate construction emissions based on revised project);

Biota (updated survey of sensitive species);

Sewage Disposal (update sewage treatment information); and

Mandatory Findings of Significance (updated impact findings for the topics
above).
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STAFF USE ONLY

PROJECT NUMBER: TR050385
CASES: RENVT200500167

RCUPT200500171
0791053
**** INITIAL STUDY ****
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL PLANNING
GENERAL INFORMATION
I.A. Map Date: dugust 30, 2005 Staff Member: Rick Kuo
Thomas Guide: 4373 & 4374 USGS Quad: Sleepy Valley

Location: NW of Antelope Valley Fwy/Valley Sage Rd, S of Sierra Hwy, and 1 mile East of Agua Dulce Rd.

Description of Project: The proposed project is a revised Tentative Tract Map to alter the previously
approved but unrecorded portion of Vesting Tentative Tract Map 50385 (TTM 50385) in order to subdivide
currently undeveloped land into 251 single family lots, 4 open space lots, 2 park lots, 1 water reclamation lot

and plant, and equestrian trails. The previously recorded 68 residential lots on the east end of the project site
will not be revised, for a total of 319 units (compared to 339 addressed in the previously certified EIR). The
project requires approximately 3,750,000 cubic yards of grading. The project site is traversed by two high

pressure natural gas lines and was once used as a pig farm. The previously approved Oak Tree Permit

allowing removal and encroachment on six oak trees is still effective. The applicant is seeking a revised

Conditional Use Permit for development of residential uses and a water reclamation plant within a Hillside

Management area. A Sewer Maintenance District will be formed to operate and maintain the proposed on-

site water reclamation plant. Site ingress and egress will be taken from Valley Sage Road and from Sierra
Highway via “H” Street.

Gross Area: 742 acres

Environmental Setting: The project site is located within the unincorporated community of Aeua Dulce and

its Community Standards District area, and is adjacent to Valley Sage Road. State Route 14 (Antelope Valley

Fwy) lies to the south and southeast. Sierra Hwy is approximately 1/4 mile to the north. Land uses within 500

feet consist of vacant land and scattered single-family residences. The project site contains Juniper and holly-

leaved cherry and various types of sensitive species; however, no state or federally listed endangered species

have been found or are expected on the site. Site topography includes steep slopes and a gently sloping valley

floor. Elevations range from 2,735 feet along the westerly limits of the property to 3,785 feet to the south.

Zoning: A-1-1 (Light Agriculture), A-2-1 (Heavy Agriculture)

General Plan: R - Non-urban

Community/Area Wide Plan: Santa Clarita Areawide Plan (Non-urban 1 - One DU per two acres: HM -
Hillside Management)
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Major projects in area:

Project Number

CUP02-241

Description & Status

Legalize existing winery (Approved 5/31/05).

TRO62320/RENVT200500097

19 SF lots on 98.6 acres (Pending).

CUP04-033

Qutdoor storage on 28 acres (Approved 8/10/05).

Special Permit 1404

Agua Dulce Air Park (Existing).

PM062192/RENVT200500116

4 SF lots on 20.52 acres (Pending).

NOTE: For EIRs, above projects are not sufficient for cumulative analysis.

Responsible Agencies

[] None

Regional Water
Control Board

Quality

X Los Angeles Region
[] Lahontan Region
[ ] Coastal Commission

Army Corps of Engineers
[]

Trustee Agencies

[ ] None

State Fish and Game
[ ] State Parks

[]
[]

REVIEWING AGENCIES

Special Reviewing Agencies

Regional Significance

None

[ ] SCAG Criteria

] Air Quality

[ ] Water Resources

[ ] Santa Monica Mtns Area

L]

County Reviewing Agencies

[ ] None

[] Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy

[ ] National Parks

National Forest

[] Edwards Air Force Base

[ ] Resource Conservation
District of the Santa Monica
Mtns.

IE Acton-Agua Dulce Union USD

@ Agua Dulce Town Council

Caltrans

% Santa Clarita Historical Society

X cup

[]

Subdivision Committee

DPW: G&M. D&G, T&L. Tran.

Planning, Waterworks

Health Services:
Environmental Hygiene

Sanitation Districts

Fire Department

XX X XX

X

Sheriff’s Department

X

Public Library
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ANALYSIS SUMMARY (See individual pages for details)
IMPACT ANALYSIS MATRIX No Additional Analysis
Addendum EIR/ND
quentSupplement EIR

CATEGORY FACTOR Pg Potential Concern
HAZARDS 1. Geotechnical 5 XL |

2. Flood 6 X)L

3. Fire 7 X

4. Noise 8 L}
RESOURCES 1. Water Quality 9 |\ |J I \water reclamation plant

2. Air Quality 10 D D Construction/vehicle emissions

3. Biota 11 1] LAl |Update biological survey of sensitive species

4. Cultural Resources 12 (XL

5. Mineral Resources 13 (4 (]

6. Agriculture Resources 14 [:]

7. Visual Qualities 15 (X |]
SERVICES 1. Traffic/Access 16 O

2. Sewage Disposal 17 1) 1B |Update sewage treatment information

3. Education 18 X L]

4. Fire/Sheriff 19 |IX | |

5. Utilities 20 X (]
OTHER 1. General 21 ]

2. Environmental Safety 22 X 1]

3. Land Use 23 IX (]

4. Pop./Hous./Emp./Rec. 24 (XD}

Mandatory Findings 25 ]| ’ Water Quality, Air Quality, Biota, Sewage Disposal

DEVELOPMENT MONITORING SYSTEM (DMS)

*

As required by the Los Angeles County General Plan, DMS shall be employed in the Initial Study phase of
the environmental review procedure as prescribed by state law.

1. Development Policy Map Designation: Non-Urban Hillside, Other Non-Urban and Agricultural, Non-Urban
Open Space.
2. Yes[ ] No Is the project located in the Antelope Valley, East San Gabriel Valley, Malibu/Santa
Monica Mountains or Santa Clarita Valley planning area?
3. O Yes [X] No s the project at urban density and located within, or proposes a plan amendment to,

an urban expansion designation?

If both of the above questions are answered "yes”, the project is subject to a County DMS analysis.

[ ] Check if DMS printout generated (attached)

Date of printout:

[ ] Check if DMS overview worksheet completed (attached)

*EIRs and/or staff reports shall utilize the most current DMS

3

information available.
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Environmental Finding:

FINAL DETERMINATION: On the basis of this Initial Study, the Department of Regional Planning
finds that this project qualifies for the following environmental document:

D NEGATIVE DECLARATION, inasmuch as the proposed project will not have a significant
effect on the environment.

An Initial Study was prepared on this project in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines and the
environmental reporting procedures of the County of Los Angeles. It was determined that this project
will not exceed the established threshold criteria for any environmental/service factor and, as a result,
will not have a significant effect on the physical environment.

[ ] MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, inasmuch as the changes required for the project
will reduce impacts to insignificant levels (see attached discussion and/or conditions).

An Initial Study was prepared on this project in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines and the
environmental reporting procedures of the County of Los Angeles. It was originally determined that the
proposed project may exceed established threshold criteria. The applicant has agreed to modification
of the project so that it can now be determined that the project will not have a significant effect on the
physical environment. The modification to mitigate this impact(s) is identified on the Project
Changes/Conditions Form included as part of this Initial Study.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT*, inasmuch as there is substantial evidence that the
project may have a significant impact due to factors listed above as "significant.”

% On the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, there are substantial

changes in project as well as with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken. A Supplement to EIR (SCH No. 1988071329) is to be prepared pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines Section 15163.

Reviewed by: Rick Kuo M%IAT Date: / 6 %&Whﬁ A
\ v . v
Approved by: Daryl Koutnik @&/{ [A{\M Date: _ {6 W 2o0hs

] This proposed project is exempt from Fish and Game CEQA filling fees. There is no
substantial evidence that the proposed project will have potential for an adverse effect on
wildlife or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends. (Fish & Game Code 753.5).

] Determination appealed--see attached sheet.

*NOTE: Findings for Environmental Impact Reports will be prepared as a separate document following the public
hearing on the project.
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