




 
 
February 15, 2011 
 
Department of Regional Planning 
c/o Jodie Sackett 
320 West Temple Street, 13th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
RE: Project No. TR066952 and CUP for Grading 
 April 20, 2011 Hearing on Valley Vineyards 
 
Dear Planning Commission: 
 I am writing to urge you to require Valley Vineyards to modify its proposed development 
to conform to our Leona Valley Community Standards adopted in 2008, and to the long-standing 
County zoning guidelines which these Standards ramify. For starters, this means no gated, cluster 
housing. Valley Vineyards proposes gated, cluster housing inside a community, on a terrain, and 
in a County regional plan and zoning that discourages, even prohibits this type of development. 
 As a practicing real estate broker I am required to provide a copy of the Leona Valley 
Community Standards to all clients who purchase land and/or improvements within the 
boundaries of the Leona Valley Community Standards District. These people rely on that 
document to mean what it says. If you approve the Valley Vineyards project as currently 
proposed, my clients and hundreds of other Leona Valley purchasers will have been led astray. 
 Valley Vineyards’ conditional use permit on cut and fill involves moving forty-four times 
the amount of dirt deemed the maximum allowable in a hillside management area, a 4400% 
increase. Even at half that much grading this variance is not even remotely reasonable. 
 As a Leona Valley resident for twenty-two years, whose home was nearly destroyed by a 
brush fire in 2001, and in 2002, and since, I am keenly interested in preventing the conditions 
suffered in the recent 2010 Crown Fire, where thousands of residents and their clustered homes 
adjacent to our mountains were rendered vulnerable to nature’s force. Valley Vineyards proposes 
cluster housing on the mountains themselves, in the middle of nature’s tinderbox. 
 County taxpayers in our region have long been plagued by developers who abandon their 
too-ambitious projects. The decades-old Ritter Ranch project, repeatedly bankrupt and now an 
endless nightmare of unsafe infrastructure for residents and fiscal failure for our municipalities, 
has not generated one property-tax penny for the Los Angeles County that approved it a quarter 
of a century ago. And it will be at least another quarter century (a tax lifetime!) before it does. 
 Why is the County of Los Angeles even considering the Valley Vineyards project? In 
every aspect: traffic, infrastructure, grading, drainage, density, and more, it is antithetical to the 
County’s vision for the future of our rural land, and to our community’s vision of its own future.    
 Developing 117 homes on this 292-acre piece of land is not feasible, and the people who 
live in this community know it, therefore the Community Standards. The topography is too 
rugged, the water table too high, the fire hazard too close, the proposed grading too severe, and 
the public roads leading to this land parcel were not engineered for the traffic. Please demand a 
safe, ecologically sound project from Valley Vineyards, one that is in reasonable compliance with 
County zoning and its regional plan, and in keeping with the character of our community. 
 
 
 
 
Julie Marshall 
8769 Vientos Drive 
Leona Valley, CA  93551 



 
 

A REMINDER 
(from your County Regional Planning mission statement) 

 
Chapter 4: Strategic Orientation of the Department 
 
Why are we here? 
 
To encourage the managed growth, maintenance and sustainability of 
neighborhoods and healthy communities. 
A significant part of our efforts include working with communities and empowering 
residents so that they have a voice in the planning decisions that affect their 
neighborhoods. Residents have a keen understanding of what is unique and special about 
their neighborhoods. We support them in preserving and enhancing that character by 
ensuring efficient and orderly development, and by fostering the provision of sufficient 
housing to address the needs of the County. 
 
A central role we have in this is to lead the development of participative community 
plans and CSD’s, codifying neighborhood values and aspirations into land-use 
documents. Our code enforcement reflects the need to preserve healthy and safe 
communities. Field offices and plan review staff keep community character issues in the 
forefront as they implement goals, policies and ordinances. 
 

 
 

ANOTHER REMINDER 
 

The Valley Vineyards project proposes a 20% increase in the population of our town. 
 
Our Community Standards have been ignored, County planning and zoning ignored. 
 
Although the developer has tried hard, they have garnered ZERO support for the project. 
 
Angry residents gathered on February 14th to ask questions. The County did not attend. 
 
Conclusion: L.A. County is in the business of issuing entitlements for their own sake. 
 



Date: February 17, 2011 

To: LA County Dept. of Regional Planning                                                                                              
320 W. Temple St. – Room 1382                                                                                                              
Los Angeles, CA 90012                                                                                                                    

Attn.: Jodie Sackett, Sr. Regional Planning – AICP 

Re.: Valley Vineyards Project # TR066952 – (5) 

In regards to having 117 homes built on 87 St. West and Bouquet Canyon Rd., I say NO and 
keep Leona Valley rural.  I have lived in Leona Valley for six years now and prior to that, I lived 
in Valencia, CA for 12 years.  The same development happened to Stevenson Ranch and much 
of the Santa Clarita valley.  Newhall Land and Farming Co. told us that there would never be any 
homes built to consume so much of the land.  Well, in a short time the developers bulldozed 
every inch of the rolling hills and created wall to wall structures.  The same thing happened to 
Sand Canyon with Crystal Springs.  One developer attracts another, thus, overbuilding!  
Developers lie and promise you anything.  They tell you “no problem” – “not to worry”.  What a 
bunch of bull that is! The bottom line is that they take the money and run after the homes are 
built.  Next will come the apartments for the folks that can’t afford such expensive homes AND, 
THEY WILL BE BUILT, TOO. 

Now, let’s get back to how it will affect us here in Leona Valley.  We all know that there is way 
too much traffic on Bouquet Canyon Rd. and that you can’t drive down the canyon without 
getting run over from the people from Palmdale and Lancaster who use this route to get home 
from work. Now, the developers want to add 500 more cars on the same road.  Imagine that!!!! 

If you think that the folks traveling home will stop to let the Valley Vineyard people on to 
Bouquet Canyon Rd. in an emergency, YOU ARE MISTAKEN.  With that increase, the cemetary 
will fill up fast because there is no stopping the high speeds that the folks travel to get home.  
My question to you is:  Why can’t Valley Vineyards and other developers simply respect the fact 
that Leona Valley is a rural area and consider building elsewhere to fulfill their dreams to make 
their money?  There is so much open space in Palmdale and Lancaster where vineyards would 
thrive just as well.  It seems that Leona Valley is being invaded by everyone, such as the recent 
placement of power transmission lines. And, if that isn’t enough, we have to deal with the 
extreme and obscene increase in the water rates.  It’s an absolute shame.  I thought we lived in 
America where the people’s voices count, but I guess the answer is “money talks” 

Thank you, 

 

Ray Mullins 

Cc:  Mike Antonovich, LA County Board of Supervisor 
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