Los Angeles County
~ Department of Regional Planning

Planning for the Challenges Ahead

Richard J. Bruckner
Director

October 18, 2016

fiE @ Bruce Durbin, Hearing Officer

FROM: Lynda Hikichi ﬁ
Land Divisions Section

SUBJECT: Project No. 99-239
Oak Tree Permit RPPL 2016003378
HO Meeting: October 18, 2016
Agenda Item: 19

Please find enclosed a copy of the correspondence received on October 17, 2016 and
updated Forester's comments/conditions for the above referenced item that were
received subsequent to the hearing package submittal.

SUGGESTED APPROVAL MOTION:

I, THE HEARING OFFICER, APPROVE PROJECT NUMBER 99-239, OAK TREE
PERMIT RPPL 2016003378, AND ADDENDUM TO THE FINAL EIR, SUBJECT TO
THE ATTACHED FINDINGS AND CONDITIONS.

If you need further information, please contact Lynda Hikichi at (213) 974-6433 or
Ihikichi@planning.lacounty.gov. Department office hours are Monday through Thursday
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Department is closed on Fridays.
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
FIRE DEPARTMENT

1320 NORTH EASTERN AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90063-3294

DARYL L. OSBY
FIRE CHIEF
FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

October 18, 2016

Lynda Hikichi, Planner
Department of Regional Planning
Zoning Permits Section

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Lynda Hikichi:

OAK TREE PERMIT NUMBER RPPL. 2016-003378
PROJECT NUMBER 99-239
DEERLAKE RANCH PROJECT, CHATSWORTH

We have reviewed the “Request for Oak Tree Permit #RPPL 2016-003378." The Deerlake
Ranch Project is located in the unincorporated area of Chatsworth. Due to project changes, the
Department of Regional Planning has requested that the County Forester review this new Oak
Tree Report in conjunction with conditions and findings of the existing Oak Tree Permit ROAK
2012-00001. The applicant has agreed to reduce the number of removals and encroachments
associated with ROAK 2012-00001. In return, Regional Planning has agreed to allow additional
removals and encroachments in other areas of Deerlake Ranch and the neighboring community
of Twin Lakes. Regional Planning has requested that the County Forester draft revised
conditions to consolidate these changes as new Oak Tree Permit #RPPL 2016-003378. The
County Forester has reviewed the Oak Tree Report and found it to be accurate and complete as
to the location, size, condition and species of the Oak trees on the site. The term "Oak Tree
Report" refers to the document on file by Christy Cuba, the consulting arborist, dated August 2,
2016.

We recommend the following as conditions of approval:

OAK TREE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS:

1. This grant shall not be effective until the permittee and the owner of the property involved (if
other than the permittee), have filed at the office of the Department of Regional Planning
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their affidavit stating that they are aware of and agree to accept all conditions of this grant.
Unless otherwise apparent from the context, the term "permittee” shall include the applicant
and any other person, corporation or other entity making use of this grant.

2. The permittee shall, prior to commencement of the use authorized by this grant, deposit
with the County of Los Angeles Fire Department a sum of $500. Such fees shall be used to
compensate the County Forester $100 per inspection to cover expenses incurred while
inspecting the project to determine the permittee’'s compliance with the conditions of
approval. The above fees provide for one (1) initial inspection prior to the commencement
of construction and four (4) subseqguent inspections until the conditions of approval have
been met. The Director of Regional Planning and the County Forester shall retain the right
to make regular and unannounced site inspections.

3. Before commencing work authorized or required by this grant, the consulting arborist shall
submit a letter to the Director of Regional Planning and the County of Los Angeles Fire
Department’s Forestry Division stating that he or she has been retained by the permittee to
perform or supervise the work, and that he or she agrees to report to the Director of
Regional Planning and the County Forester, any failure to fully comply with the conditions
of the grant. The arborist shall also submit a written report on permit compliance upon
completion of the work required by this grant. The report shall include a diagram showing
the exact number and location of all mitigation trees planted as well as planting dates.

4. The permittee shall arrange for the consulting arborist or a similarly qualified person to
maintain all remaining Oak trees on the subject property that are within the zone of impact
as determined by the County Forester for the life of the Oak Tree Permit or the Conditional
Use Permit.

5. The permittee shall install temporary chainlink fencing, not less than four (4) feet in height,
to secure the protected zone of all remaining Oak trees on site as necessary. The fencing
shall be installed prior to grading or tree removal, and shall not be removed without
approval of the County Forester. The term "protected zone" refers to the area extending
five (5) feet beyond the dripline of the Oak tree (before pruning), or fifteen (15) feet from the
trunk, whichever is greater. .

6. Copies of the Oak Tree Report, Oak tree map, mitigation planting plan and conditions of
approval shall be kept on the project site and available for review. All individuals
associated with the project as it relates to the Oak resource shall be familiar with the Oak
Tree Report, Oak tree map, mitigation planting plan and conditions of approval.

PERMITTED OAK TREE REMOVAL AND ENCROACHMENT:

7.  This grant allows the removal of fifty-six (56) trees of the Oak genus (Quercus agrifolia)
identified as Tree Number 1,2, 3,4, 5,6,7, 11,12, 13, 14, 31, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 64, 66, 73, 76, 83, 86, 87, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103,
110, 111 (dead), 112, 113 (dead), 114, 115 (dead), 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, and
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124 on the applicant’s site plan and Oak Tree Report. This grant allows encroachment
within the protected zone of forty (40) trees of the Oak genus identified as Tree Number 8,
9,21, 22,23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 54, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 67, 68, 74, 84, 125, 126, 128, 129, 130,
131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, and 154 on the
applicant's site plan and Oak Tree Report.

Trenching, excavation, or clearance of végetation within the protected zone of an Oak tree
shall be accomplished by the use of hand tools or small hand-held power tools. Any major
roots encountered shall be conserved and treated as recommended by the consulting
arborist.

In addition to the work expressly allowed by this permit, remedial pruning intended to
ensure the continued health of a protected Oak tree or to improve its appearance or
structure may be performed. Such pruning shall include the removal of deadwood and
stubs and medium pruning of branches two-inches in diameter or less in accordance with
the guidelines published by the National Arborist Association. Copies of these guidelines
are available from the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry Division. In no
case shall more than 20% of the tree canopy of any one tree be removed.

Except as otherwise expressly authorized by this grant, the remaining Oak trees shall be
maintained in accordance with the principles set forth in the publication, “Oak Trees: Care
and Maintenance,” prepared by the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry
Division. A copy of the publication is enclosed with these conditions.

MITIGATION TREES:

10.

11.

12.

13.

The permittee shall provide mitigation trees of the Oak genus at a rate of two to one (2:1)
for each tree removed for a total of one hundred six (106) trees. The permittee shall
provide mitigation trees of the Oak genus at a rate of two to one (2:1) for any tree specified
above that dies as a result of the approved encroachments. In addition, any tree that
reaches ordinance size during the life of the project shall be included in this permit and
mitigation shall be consistent with measures specified above.

Each mitigation tree shall be at least a 15-gallon specimen in size and measure one (1)
inch or more in diameter one (1) foot above the base. Free form trees with multiple stems
are permissible provided the combined diameter of the two (2) largest stems of such trees
measure a minimum of one (1) inch in diameter one (1) foot above the base.

Mitigation trees shall consist of indigenous varieties of Quercus agrifolia, grown from a local
seed source.

Mitigation trees shall be planted within one (1) year of the permitted Oak tree removals.
Mitigation trees shall be planted either on site or at an off-site location approved by the
County Forester. Alternatively, a contribution to the County of Los Angeles Oak Forest
Special Fund may be made in the amount equivalent to the Oak resource loss. The
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14.

15.

contribution shall be calculated by the consulting arborist and approved by the County
Forester according to the most current edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's
"Guide for Plant Appraisal.”

The permittee shall properly maintain each mitigation tree and shall replace any tree failing
to survive due to a lack of proper care and maintenance with a tree meeting the
specifications set forth above. The two-year maintenance period will begin upon receipt of '
a letter from the permittee or consulting arborist to the Director of Regional Planning and
the County Forester, indicating that the mitigation trees have been planted. The
maintenance period of the trees failing to survive two (2) years will start anew with the new
replacement trees. Subsequently, additional monitoring fees shall be required.

All mitigation Oak trees planted as a condition of this permit shall be protected in perpetuity
by the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance once they have survived the required
maintenance period.

NON-PERMITTED ACTIONS AND VIOLATIONS:

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Encroachment within the protected zone of any additional tree of the Oak genus on the
project site is prohibited.

Should encroachment within the protected zone of any additional tree of the Oak genus on
the project site not permitted by this grant result in its injury or death within two (2) years,
the permittee shall be required to make a contribution to the Los Angeles County Oak
Forest Special Fund in the amount equivalent to the Oak resource damage/loss. Said
contribution shall be calculated by the consulting arborist and approved by the County
Forester according to the most current edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's
"Guide for Plant Appraisal.”

No planting or irrigation system shall be installed within the dripline of any Oak tree that will
be retained.

Utility trenches shall not be routed within the protected zone of an Oak tree unless the
serving utility requires such locations.

Equipment, materials and vehicles shall not be stored, parked, or operated within the
protected zone of any Oak tree. No temporary structures shall be placed within the
protected zone of any Oak tree.

Violations of the conditions of this grant shall result in immediate work stoppage or in a
notice of correction depending on the nature of the violation. A time frame within which
deficiencies must be corrected will be indicated on the notice of correction.

Should any future inspection disclose that the subject property is being used in violation of
any one of the conditions of this grant, the permittee shall be held financially responsible
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and shall reimburse the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry Division, for all
enforcement efforts necessary to bring the subject property into compliance.

To schedule a County Forester inspection, please contact the Environmental Review Unit at
(818) 890-5719.

If you have any additional questions, please contact this office at (818) 890-5758.

Very truly yours,

J. LOPEZ, ASSI IEF, FORESTRY DIVISION
BUREAU

JLijl

Enclosure
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