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September 30, 2016 

 

Shirley Imsand 

Santa Monica Mountains Biological Assessment Review 

 

 

Re:  33528 Mulholland Highway 

Malibu, CA 90265 

 

Dear Ms. Imsand,  

 

This letter is in regards to the plan check comments emailed to Everett Rollins 09/22/16.  

 

Bill Mellett the project Arborist and Landscape Architect has prepared a comprehensive Tree 

Protection Plan, Native Tree Replacement Planting Program and Landscape Plan for the above 

referenced project. Below is a narrative of the ongoing tree protection, maintenance, monitoring, 

and reporting that will be part of this project. 

 

All plants required to be protected and monitored have been evaluated and documented in the 

attached plans and documents. All trees retained and listed to have encroachment will be 

monitored for 10 years. All original trees will have a unique number in addition to the 

alphanumeric code on the Landscape Plan. Mitigation trees planted during the 10 year period 

will also be uniquely numbered, cared for, monitored, and mapped.  

If any of the original protected trees, not already mitigated by 10 trees, deteriorates or dies, then 

10 additional trees of that species from SMM stock,  (1 gallon, 1-in. diameter) or seedling-sized 

(<1 yr. age) trees as specified in plan, shall be planted and included in the annual tree report and 

map.  Oaks are required to be mitigated by 1-gallon container trees from acorns of the vicinity 1-

in. diameter at 1-ft. from ground.  Oak mitigation trees need an acorn planted in the irrigation 

zone of the same species from SMM stock. Offsite areas protected from development may be 

used, if the project space is not sufficient to accommodate all mitigation trees. Any offsite area 

shall be described for location and added to the annual reports; offsite mitigation trees shall be 

uniquely enumerated, tagged, monitored for the remainder of the 10-year term, and mapped.   

 

Any trees that could be impacted by the proposed construction will be monitored by the project 

arborist (or designated alternative acceptable to DRP) for a period of 10-years. During that 10-

year period trees will be evaluated for pests, diseases, vigor and structural integrity on a yearly 

basis. These findings will be reported and recorded. Any trees not meeting the minimum criteria 

set forth in this document for health and vigor will be mitigated for.  
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Health describes the general condition of a tree in terms of its vitality and functioning. It is 

usually assed in terms of the presence or absence of injury caused by biotic agents (insects, 

pathogens, viruses, etc.) or abiotic factors (water, sunlight, mechanical injury, salts, minerals, 

etc.). Poor health is generally based on a number of visual indicators with an understanding of 

the species in question. Collectively, these indicators can be used to provide an assessment of a 

trees health. A tree in decline may exhibit the following symptoms; progressive loss of vitality 

and function in buds, shoots, branches, and roots that may result in tree death. Leaves of severely 

declining trees are often small, sparse, and off color, and may abscise prematurely. Epicormic  

shoots often develop on the trunk and larger branches, usually following defoliation or branch 

dieback. Decline may result from a succession of stressful conditions or events, such as acute 

drought, compaction of soils from construction activity, pest infestation, sever mineral 

deficiency, or disease. The aging process can also contribute to decline. All of these conditions 

will be monitored and recorded. 

 

All trees which were impacted by construction or associated activities that are determined to be 

in decline and lacking the vigor to recover and be viable specimens will be mitigated for. 

During the 10-year period, mitigation trees that deteriorate or die shall be replaced by 1gallon 

trees of at least 1-in diameter or seedlings (<1yr. age), as specified in the plan, and these shall 

also receive unique numbers, be planted , monitored, and mapped. Oaks are required to be acorns 

of the same species from the area, planted out from 1-gallon containers and of 1-in diameter at 

 1-ft from ground. Planting shall be done in the fall within the year of death. All mitigation trees 

shall be of SMM stock. An acorn of SMM stock of the same species shall be planted with each 

mitigation oak tree and flagged for future monitoring. Success of acorns planted shall be in 

annual record for mitigation oaks. 

 

Care of protected trees and mitigation trees shall be the responsibility of the owner or their agent.  

This shall include the following: 

1) Irrigation 

a) Although native Oaks are well adapted to seasonal rains and extended periods with no 

water a number of situations can exist where water deficits occur and supplemental water 

can be beneficial. During periods of extended drought supplemental watering during late 

spring and early summer may be of benefit. This watering should target the top 1 to 2 feet 

of soil and be applied slowly with a drip or soaker hose. Only one to two irrigation cycles 

per season should be applied and allow soil moisture levels to decline substantially 

between irrigations. Apply water to as much of the root zone as possible avoiding the 

area adjacent to the root collar.  

b) No irrigation should occur in the TPZ of existing trees in a normal rain year.   

c) Mitigation trees should be irrigated for the first  2-3 years and then irrigation is to be 

removed.  

2) Mulching 

a) Mulching should consist of allowing the normal leaf drop to remain undisturbed and 

allowed to accumulate. 

b) Four to six inches of oak leaf mulch collected from the area should be applied around 

new mitigation trees. 

3) Weeding 
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a) All weeding within the TPZ  should be done by hand.  

b) No herbicides should be used for weed control. 

4) Pruning 

a) Only dead wood and structural pruning should be allowed on protected Oaks. 

 

Annual tree report is to be prepared by Project Arborist (or designated alternative acceptable to 

DRP)   Monitoring will encompass original protected trees remaining and mitigation trees in 

both the project site and any offsite areas.  Contents:  

1. Summary of previous reports.  This can be a table listing protected trees and mitigation 

trees by number, showing results of tree DBH and health in columns for each year of 

monitoring.  “DBH” for mitigation trees will be measured at 1-ft. from the ground. 

2. For years of construction disturbance, Project arborist will describe instituted tree 

protective measures for all original protected trees, results in terms of tree condition.  

Deterioration or death of any original protected tree will need to be mitigated by planting 10 

additional mitigation trees of that species within the year following assessment of the 

deterioration. 

3. Table of all enumerated trees listing unique number, tree species, original trunk or two-

trunks’ DBH, original canopy diameters in N-S and E-W dimensions, health and DBH of tree 

at monitoring for year in columns by year.  For mitigation trees, measurement of “DBH” is 

done 1-ft. from ground, measured along the trunk.  For original protected trees, DBH is 

measured at 4.5-ft. from ground along the trunk(s). 

4. Entry in yearly columns for DBHs and tree condition.  Trees that decline beyond the 

performance limit need to be indicated for mitigation planting.  Table should indicate 

protected tree being mitigated and new unique identification numbers of mitigation trees.  

Mitigation trees need to be planted within a year of the assessment of deterioration. 

5. Each tree will have a unique identification number. (Alphabetic characters may identify 

tree species, but number needs to be unique.)  Trees in field should have aluminum tags that 

can endure 10 years with embossed numbers that match identification number on the map. 

6. Mitigation trees should be planted late September-early December (fall), tagged with 

identification numbers, and mapped. 

7. Map of all protected and mitigation trees on project site, [additional map(s) for each offsite 

mitigation area] with tree position shown by number keyed to table.  Different tree species 

should have different symbols, and legend as a key to symbol. 

8. Summary by species of trees retained in good condition, trees retained in condition worse 

than performance level specification (includes deaths), and new mitigation trees planted.  

Overall totals for the three categories.  

 

Copies of annual report are to be submitted to DRP and at request to owner of project. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bill Mellett 

 

Bill Mellett, ASLA 
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