
ERB Consent Item for case RCDP 201500006—Minor Coastal Development Permit 
for lot line adjustment (LLA) and yard modification (Project R2015-00071)—
Topanga—APN’s 4444-020-006, 007 and 008. 

This Minor Coastal Development Permit for an LLA and yard modification, starts with 
three lots and ends with two lots, and includes a request for a yard modification of the 
required rear yard related to the westerly residence, and a very small modification of a 
side yard related to the easterly residence. (These are the only new undersized yards 
due to the proposed LLA.)  
 
This LLA is a reconfiguration of three east to west length small lots 107, 108 and 109 of 
Tract 6915, which was recorded on June 4, 1924, to a proposed two larger lots with 
length running north/south. The subject property is located between Topanga Canyon 
Boulevard and Castle Top Trail, approximately 110 feet north of Highvale Trail, in the 
community of Topanga, and in The Malibu Zoned District.   
 
The LLA was proposed to eliminate current encroachments of two existing residences 
over existing lot lines, and to bring the size of the undersized parcels more into 
conformance with current zoning and land use designations, which are RC-10,000 
(10,000 square feet minimum lot size) and RV (Rural Village), respectively. The cited 
residences were legally constructed and approved in 1948 and 1953, respectively, with 
said encroachments. Under the new lot configuration, the current residences would 
conform with the FAR (Floor Area Ratio) requirements of the Topanga Canyon 
Community Standards District (CSD), but such standards will not allow for further 
development of the subject property. 
 
The access and driveways are already established, with the westerly residence taking 
access from Topanga Canyon Boulevard and the easterly residence taking access 
along an established concurrent easement and driveway from Highvale Trail, which is 
located three lots to the south of the subject property. The applicant is not proposing 
any additional construction or brush clearance, and the County Fire Department Land 
Development Division has stated that they have no comment on, or concerns about, the 
proposal. 
 
The subject property is located in the Habitat 3 Category (Least sensitive, developed) 
designation, within 200 feet of Habitat 1 Category (Rare) (but in this instance, existing 
fuel area already modified and structures already existing), even closer to Habitat 1 
Buffer designation (and again, residences and fuel modification already existing), and in 
the Habitat 1 Quiet Zone Overlay (again, residences and fuel modification already 
existing).  Given that no new construction or fuel modification is envisioned nor allowed 
by community standards, staff has determined that the subject LLA and yard 
modification proposal should be granted a Class 5 Categorical Exemption (Minor 
Alterations in Land Use Limitations) pursuant to Section 15305 of the Guidelines for the 
California Environmental Quality Act. 
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Accordingly, staff recommends that this proposal be reviewed by ERB as a Consent 
Item.    
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