
Regarding Monte Nido Estates, Recorded Tract 38931

This project will have a significant negative effect on the environment because the mitigated measures in 
the negative declaration will not to be enforced after the property has been purchased.
  Below is the result of a project that was supposed to be planted to "include indigenous California 
native species to assist in transition of the built environment to the adjacent natural setting." 

Once the property is purchased the owner is using non-natives which as you can see lead to overwatering. 

Located .25 miles north of the proposed development at the corner of Cold Canyon and Woodbluff Rd 
is an example of the inability of LA County to enforce zoning laws in this area. Four-wheel Storage 
Trailers and a Shipping Container are jammed up against Oak trees. The addition of the Monte Nido Es-
tates development will only make their burden harder.
Thank you,
Carol Hernandez 
448 Woodbluff Road
Monte Nido 



From: D Farrell [mailto:daniel.s.farrell@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2014 4:27 PM 
To: DRP Web Administrator 
Subject: 5479WS-4089 
 
Please direct the comments below to ERB to review the project below on January 27, 2014  
Project title: Monte Nido Estates, Recorded Tract 38931  
Project No. R2012-02436/Case No(s). RPP201200970 and RENV201200258, Lot 6;  
Project No. R2012-02437/Case No(s). RPP201200971 and RENV201200258, Lot 3;  
Project No. R2012-02438/Case No(s). RPP201200972 and RENV201200258, Lot 15;  
Project No. R2012-02439/Case No(s). RPP201200973 and RENV201200258, Lot 14;  
Project No. R2012-02440/Case No(s). RPP201200974 and RENV201200258, Lot 1;  
Project No. R2013-03620/Case No(s). RPP201301334 and RENV201200258, Lot 19;  
Project No. R2013-03621/Case No(s). RPP201301335 and RENV201200258, Lot 2;  
Project No. R2013-03622/Case No(s). RPP201301336 and RENV201200258, Lot 18;  
Project No. R2013-03623/Case No(s). RPP201301337 and RENV201200258, Lot 17;  
Project No. R2013-03624/Case No(s). RPP201301338 and RENV201200258, Lot 20;  
Project No. R2013-03625/Case No(s). RPP201301339 and RENV201200258, Lot 7;  
Project No. R2013-03626/Case No(s). RPP201301340 and RENV201200258, Lot 21;  
Project No. R2013-03627/Case No(s). RPP201301341 and RENV201200258, Lot 16;  
Project No. R2013-03628/Case No(s). RPP201301342 and RENV201200258, Lot 13;  
Project No. R2013-03629/Case No(s). RPP201301343 and RENV201200258, Lot 4;  
Project No. R2013-03630/Case No(s). RPP201301344 and RENV201200258, Lot 22 
 
 

I believe that the proposed project may have a significant impact on the environment.  I would 
like to request an environmental impact report to be prepared.  An EIR was not utilized in the 
preparation of the initial study for the development of the residences within the Sensitive 
Environmental Resource Area.   

I do not feel the assessments prepared thus far will be sufficient to determine the mitigation 
measures appropriate for this important site.   While 16 single family homes may sound like a 
small project for urban or suburban development, it is by far the largest  development in 
the rural Monte Nido area in over 23 years. 

 

The site of the proposed project is environmentally and aesthetically important due to its 
proximity to Malibu Creek State park and multiple trails, including National Park System's 
 Backbone Trail.   

 

I feel the environmental checklist prepared for the Department of Regional Planning is 
inaccurate in a few key areas: 



The initial study only considers views from Piuma Road.  It fails to consider views from the top 
of Saddle Peak mountain, nor views from the adjacent Backbone Trail.  The only mitigation is 
the promise of California native species.  This is insufficient.  Regardless of the species of 
project landscaping ,there will be large areas of the lots cleared to meet fire fuel modification 
requirements.   

 

The homes proposed are large (4000-5000), including a mix of 2 and 3 story structures. 
Therefore, I believe there will be potentially significant impact to scenic resources of the area. 

 

Additionally: 

 

The project will have a substantial adverse effect on sensitive natural communities due to the 
direct habitat destruction from development and fuel modification.  There will be significant 
disruption of the riparian habitat from the drainage modifications. 

Therefore, I would like to ask for more extensive study into aesthetic and environmental of this 
project.    

 











Koutnik_20140128-Monte Nido Estates.txt
 From: Daryl Koutnik [D.Koutnik@pcrnet.com]
 Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 6:34 AM

 To: Rudy Silvas
 Cc: Imad Aboujawdah; Bill McKibbin; Joseph Decruyenaere; Shirley Imsand

 Subject: RE: Monte Nido Estates Initial Study
 Attachments: Saddle Peak View.pdf

Rudy: 
 
Thank you for sharing the comments from the concerned community member. While 
comments like this 
are not unusual, it is relevant for the County to be sympathetic to the issues.

I will be pleased to assist Joe in drafting mitigation measures pertinent to the 
residences and project site 
resources.  I will also work with the applicant on developing an analysis of views 
from the Backbone Trail.  
Views from Saddle Peak would have limited vantage points to see the project site 
because of intervening 
ridgelines.  While not the same as a visual simulation, the attached image using 
Google Earth from Saddle 
Peak gives an idea that a ground level view would see several homes in the 
foreground before getting 
vistas of the open space further away.

Thank you again. 
 
Daryl
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file:///C|/...ract38931/PiumaRd-MonteNidoEst/FW%20Monte%20Nido%20Backbone%20Trail%20Visual%20Analysis-Koutnik20140220.txt[2/20/2014 8:09:23 AM]

From:   Rudy Silvas
Sent:   Tuesday, February 18, 2014 6:20 PM
To:     Joseph Decruyenaere; Shirley Imsand
Subject:        FW: Monte Nido Backbone Trail Visual Analysis
Attachments:    Fig 2 - View Photos.pdf; Fig 1 - Trail View Photograph Locations.pdf

Hello.  I received this email with attachments from Daryl for Monday’s ERB. 

Rudy

From: Daryl Koutnik [mailto:D.Koutnik@pcrnet.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 17, 2014 11:27 PM 
To: Rudy Silvas 
Cc: Bill McKibbin; Imad Aboujawdah 
Subject: Monte Nido Backbone Trail Visual Analysis

Rudy:

Attached for your review and comment is the visual assessment from the Backbone Trail, south of the 
Monte Nido Estates building pads.  The trial in the location is heavily covered by oaks or tall chaparral.  
There is one location where Lots 14 and in the distance Lot 7 is visible through the vegetation.  At a 
different location, one can see the building pad for Lot 19 over the vegetation (it is lower in this section) 
and the existing homes across the street are clearly noticeable in the same view.  Also, one can only 
assume that some visibility would be expected when the land division that created the lots for home 
construction was the same land division that created the dedication for the Backbone Trail.

Thanks,

Daryl Koutnik
Principal, Biological and Environmental Compliance

PCR Services Corporation  •  40 Years of Service
Santa Monica  •  Irvine  •  Pasadena
One Venture, Suite 150  |  Irvine, California 92618  |  T: 949.753.7001  |   www.pcrnet.com
Email Disclaimer:  This email and any files transmitted with it may be confidential and are intended solely for the use 
of the individual or entity to which they 
are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering this email to the intended 
recipient, be advised that you have 
received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this email is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in 
error, please immediately notify the sender and discard all copies.
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Source: PCR Services Corpora on, 2014.
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Photograph 1: Backbone Trail Entrance (looking west). Photograph 2: Typical view along Backbone Trail.

Photograph 3: View to Northeast, Building Pads of Lots 14 and 7. Photograph 4: View to Northwest, Building Pads of Lot 19.
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