Environmental Checklist Form (Initial Study)
County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional Planning

Project title: Project No. R2012-01200-(4) / Conditional Use Permit No. 201200075 / linvironmental
Assessment No. 201200132

Lead agency name and address: I.os Angcles County Department of Regional Planning. 320 West
Temple St., Los Angeles, CA 90012-3225

Contact Person and phone number: Travis Seawards / (213) 974-6462
Project sponsor’s name and address: N/A

Project location: 14000 Telegraph Road, Whitticr, CA 90604
APN: 8030008010 USGS Quad: Whittier

Gross Acreage: 10.2 acres

General plan designation: Open Space — Countywide General Plan
Community/Area wide Plan designation: N/A

Zoning: A-1 (Light Agriculture)

Description of project: ‘The project is a request for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a wireless
telecommunications facility (WTI) to be colocated on an cxisting 70-foot-tall monopine in the
unincorporated community of South Whitticr — Sunshine Acres. The project proposes the addition of three
new sectots with 4 pancl antennas cach for a total of 12 new panel antennas. The panel antennas will be
placed on the existing monopine at a height of 52-feet above grade level and will be concealed with
imitation pine trec camouflaging techniques. In addition to the 12 new pancl antennas, the project involves
the placement of associated wireless equipment in a new 378 square foot lease area that is enclosed by a 7-
foot, 8-inch tall concrete wall. The associated WIF cquipment consists of three GPS antennas, four
equipment cabinets, one emergency backup generator with a 50 gallon diesel tank, and other associated
WTF equipment. The wall will be camouflaged and covered with ivy. The existing WIT* monopine is
located on a property that is developed as a golf course. The project arca is accessed by a 12-foot-wide
easement off of Telechton Avenuc that leads to a single parking space. The easement narrows to 5-feet wide
and runs along an existing concrete swale which leads to the existing project site.

Surrounding land uses and setting: Thc proposcd project is located on a parcel that is developed as a
golf coutse. The large golf course surrounds the project site to the south and east. The La Canada Verde
Creck flood channel flows along the eastern border of the subject parcel and bisects the golf course. N orth
of the subject parcel is developed with multi-family tesidences and condominiums, and to the west is a
single-family residential neighborhood. To the south, along with the golf coutse is an clementary school.
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Other public agencies whose approval may be required (c.g., permits, financing approval, or
participation agteement):
Public Agency Approval Required

Major projects in the area:
Project/ Case No. Description and Status

T
T

CC 041812

2/39



Reviewing Agencies:
Responsible Agencies

None
Regional Water Quality Control
Board:
[ ]1T.0s Angcles Region
[ ]1.ahontan Region
[ ] Coastal Commission
[] Army Corps of Engincers

Trustee Agencies

<] None

[ ] State Dept. of Fish and Game

[] State Dept. of Parks and
Recreation

[ ] State Lands Commission

[ ] University of California
(Natural Land and Water
Reserves System)

Special Reviewing Agencies

X] None

[ ] Santa Monica Mountains
Conscrvancy

[ ] National Parks

[ ] National Forest

[ ] Hdwards Air Force Base

[ ] Resource Conservation
District of Santa Monica
Mountains Arca

L]

Connty Reviewing Agencies
[ ] DPW:

- Iand Development Division
(Grading & Drainage)

- Geotechnical & Materials
Engineering Division

- Watershed Management
Division (NPDES)

- Traffic and Lighting Division

- Environmental Programs
Division

- Waterworks Division

- Sewer Maintenance Division

Regional Significance

None

[ ] SCAG Critetia

[ ] Air Quality

[ ] Water Resources

[ ] Santa Monica Mtns. Atea

[

[] Fire Department

- Forestry, Iinvironmental
Division

-Planning Division
- Land Development Unt
- Health Hazmat

[ ] Sanitation District

[ ] Public Health/Environmental
Health Division: T.and Use
Program (OWTS), Drinking
Water Program (Private
Wells), Toxics Epidemiology
Program (Noise)

[] Shetiff Depattment

[] Patks and Recreation

[] Subdivision Committee

]
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project.
Aesthetics [ ] Greenbouse Gas Hmissions L] Population/Housing

Agticulture/Forest Hazards/Hazardous Materials | | Public Setvices

Ait Quality Hydrology/Water Quality Rectreation

Biological Resources Land Use/Planning T'ransportation/ I'raffic

O Oodgnd

O O0000 0
O Odogd

Cultural Resources Mineral Resources Utlities /Services
Encrgy Noisc Mandatory Findings

of Significance
Geology/Soils

DETHERMINATION: (T'o be completed by the Lead Department.)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

X I find that the proposed project COULD NO'T have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, therce
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECILARATION will be
prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is tequited.

1 find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact” ot "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least onc cffect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an carlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures bascd on the catlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed.

[] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant cffect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standatds, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier BIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions ot

mitigation Q?SU res Qw imposed upon the proposed project, nothing futther is requited.
(j-’ei‘ﬁ_‘“___..

< rros 1= 28~ 1
Signature (Prepared by) Date
/ 3 :
T - 28-12
Signature (Approved by) Date
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EVALUATTON OF ENVIRONMIINTAL IMPACTS:

1)

)

1)

5)

0

7

8)

A bricf explanation is required for all answers except "No Tmpact" answers that arc adequatcly supported by the
information sources the T.cad Department cites in the patentheses following each question. A "No Impact”
answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply
to projects like the onc involved (c.g., the project falls outside a fault tupture zonc). A "No Impact" answer
should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g;, the project sill
not cxpose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-sitc as well as on-site, cumulative as
well as project-level, indirect as well as ditect, and construction as well as opcrational impacts.

Once the Lead Department has determined that a particular physical impact may occut, then the checklist
answers must indicate whether (he impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less
than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial cvidence that an cffect may
be significant. If thete ate onc or more "Potentially Significant Impact" cntrics when the determination is made,
an HIR is requited.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Tmpact” to a "Less Than Significant
Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect
to a less than significant level.  (Mitigation mcasures from Section XVII, "Fatlier Analyses," may be cross-
referenced.)

Farlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the ticring, program LR, or other CEQA processes, an effect
has been adequatcly analyzed in an carlier FIR or negative declaration. (State CEQA Guidelines §
15063(c)(3)(D).) In this casc, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a)  Hatlier Analysis Used. Identify and state whete they ate available for revicw.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist wete within the scope of,
and adequatcly analyzed in, an earlicr document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether
such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlicr analyss.

¢)  Mitigation Measures. Vor cffects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incotporated,”
describe the mitigation measutes which were incorporated or refined from the earlict docament and the
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

The explanation of each issue should identify: the significance threshold, if any, used to evaluatc each question,
and; mitigation measurcs identified, if any, to teduce the impact to less than significance. Sources of thresholds
include the County General Plan, other County planning documents, and County ordinances. Some thresholds
are uniquc to geographical locations.

Climate Change Tmpacts: When determining whether a project’s impacts are significant, the analysis should
consider, when relevant, the effects of future climate change on : 1) worsening hazardous conditions that pose
risks to the project’s inhabitants and structures (e.g., floods and wildfires), and 2) worscning the project’s impacts
on the environment (e.g., impacts on special status specics and public health).

cc.041812

5/39



1. AESTHETICS

Less Than
Significant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? [] [] L] X
b) Be visible from or obstruct views from a regional [] [] ] X
riding or hiking trail?

¢) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, [] [] [] X

but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

d) Substantially degrade the existing visual character ] [] <] []
or quality of the site and its surtoundings because of

height, bulk, pattern, scale, character, or other

features?

€) Create a new source of substantial shadows, light, [:] [] X D
ot glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in the area?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Official State Scenic Highways are designated by the California Depatrtment of Transportation (Cal'l'rans).
According to CalTrans, “[t]he stated intent (Streets and Highway Code Section 260) of the California Scenic
Highway Program is to protect and enhance California’s natural beauty and to protect the social and
economic values provided by the Statc’s scenic tesources” (State of California Department of
Transportation, California Scenic Highway Program, wcbsite:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist3 /departments/mtce/scenic.htm, accessed October 6, 2011). While there are
numetous designated Scenic Highways across the state, the following have been designated in T.os Angeles
County: Angeles Crest Highway (Route 2) from just north of Interstate 210 to the Los Angeles/San
Betnardino County Line, two segments of Mulholland Highway from Pacific Coast Highway to Kanan
Dume Road and from west of Cornell road to east of Las Vitgenes Road, and Malibu Canyon-Tas Virgencs
Highway from Pacific Coast Highway to Lost Hills Road.

In addition to scenic highways, unincotporated Los Angeles County identifies ridgelines of significant
aesthetic value that are to be preserved in their current state. This prescrvation is accomplished by limiting
the type and amount of development near them. These “Significant Ridgelines” (“Major Ridgelines” on
Santa Catalina Island) arc designated by the General Plan or applicable Area/Community Plan, Local
Coastal Program, or Community Standatds District.

Riding and hiking trails have been designated throughout unincorporated 1.os Angeles County. At present,
there arc officially adopted trails in the Antelope Valley, the Santa Clarita Valley, and the Santa Monica
Mountains designated by the General Plan ot applicable Area/Community Plan and 1.ocal Coastal Program.

CC.041812

6/39



The subject parcel is Jocated in the unincorporated community of South Whitticr and Sunshinc Acres and is
situated on a patcel that is developed as a golf course. "The cntire area is fully developed with a golf course,
an clementary school, and residential ncighborhoods. The subject patccel is not adjacent to or near a scenic
highway, scenic vista, or regional tiding or hiking trail. The specific project site is a leascd atca on the golf
course that is developed with a 70-foot-tall monopine wircless facility. The project will co-locate on this
existing structute. As such, the project will not damage cxisting scenic resoutces such as rock outcroppings
and histotic buildings.

I'he project will co-locate on a 70-foot-tall monopine wircless facility that was approved and constructed in
2010. The new panel antennas will be located on the existing monopine 52-feet above grade level and will be
concealed with imitation pinc trec camouflaging techniques. In addition to the 12 new pancl antennas, the
project involves the placement of associated wircless cquipment in a new 378 square foot lease arca that 1s
enclosed by a 7-foot, 8-inch tall concrete wall. The associated WTF equipment consists of three GPS
antennas, four equipment cabinets, one emetgency backup generatot, and other associated WTF equipment.
The wall will be camouflaged and covered with ivy. The monopine is surrounded by other pine trees of
similar height, and the addition of the new panel antennas on the existing W1, and the new small lease
area, will not substantially visually degrade the surrounding area ot cteate a new source of light, glare or
shadows.
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2. AGRICULTURE / FOREST

Less Than
Significant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incotporared Impact Impact

Would the project:

a) Convert Primc Farmland, Unique Farmland, or [] [] []
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as

shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the

Farmland Mapping and Monitoting Program of the

California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, [] [] [] X
with a designated Agricultural Oppottunity Area, or
with a Williamson Act contract?

¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning ] [] [] X
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resoutces Code §

12220 (g)), timberland (as defined in Public Resources

Code § 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland

Production (as defined in Government Code §

51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of [] [] |:| X
forest land to non-forest use?

¢) Involve other changes in the existing environment [] [] [] X
which, due to their location ot nature, could result in

conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or

convetsion of forest land to non-forest use?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

"The Farmland Mapping and Monitoting Program (FMMP) produces maps and statistical data that are used
for analyzing impacts on California’s agticultural resoutces. Agricultural land is rated according to soil
quality and irrigation status; the best quality land is called Prime Farmland. The maps arc updated cvery two
years with the use of a computer mapping system, aerial imagery, public review, and ficld reconnaissance.
EMMP produces Important Varmland Maps, which arc a hybrid of resource quality (soils) and land use

information.

The California I.and Conservation Act of 1965--commonly refetred to as the Williamson Act--enables local
governments to enter into contracts with private landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels
of land to agricultural or related open space use. In return, landowners receive property tax assessments
which are much lower than normal because they atre based upon farming and open spacc uses as opposed to
tull market value. Local governments receive an annual subvention of forgone property tax revenues from
the state via the Open Space Subvention Act of 1971. The only Williamson Act contract lands in the County
ate located on Catalina Island and held by the Catalina Island Conservancy as set asides for open space and
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recreational purposes. Thercfore, there are no agricultural Williamson Act contracts in the remainder of the
unincorpotated County.

Agticuliural Opportunity Areas (AOAs) ate a County identification tool that indicates land where
cominercial agricultute is taking place and Jor is believed to have a future potential based on the presence of
prime agricultural soils, compatible adjacent land uscs, and existing County land use policy. In addition to
AOAs, the County has two agricultural zones: A-1 (Light Agriculture) and A-2 (Heavy Agriculture).

California Public Resources Code section 12220(g) defines forest land as “land that can support 10-percent
native tree cover of any specics, including hardwoods, under natural conditions, and that allows for
management of onc or more forest resources, including timber, acsthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity,
watet quality, recreation, and other public bencfits.” California Public Resources Code section 4526 defines
timberland as land, other than land owned by the federal government and land designated by the State
Board of forestry and Tire Protection as cxperimental forest land that is available for, and capable of,
growing a crop of trecs of any commercial species used to produce lumber and other forest products,
including Christmas trees. Commercial specics shall be determined by the State Board of Iotestry and fire
Protection for each district after consultation with the respective fotrest district communities. California
Public Resoutces Code section 51104(g) dcfines limbetland production zones" or "TPZ" as an area which
has been zoned and is devoted to and used for growing and hatvesting timber, or for growing and
hatvesting timber and compatible uses.

The County contains impottant and prime farmland, and the Angcles National Fotest and a portion of the
Los Padres National forest are also located in the County. The County does not have any zone that is
strictly used for forest uses or timberland production. However, the Angeles National Forest, and a portion
of the 1.os Padres National forest arc located in the County, and the Watershed Zone allows for any use
owned and maintained by the Forest Service of the United States Department of Agriculture, and any
authorized leased use designated to be part of the Forest Service overall recreational plan of development,
including logging. Tn addition, Los Angeles County has been mapped by the California Department of
Fotestry and I'ire Protection to identify the different categories of land cover capable of being sustained
therein, including forests, woodlands, wetlands, and shrubs, for example

The project site is located on a parcel that is developed as a golf coutse and is surrounded by urban
development. According to the State of California I'armland Mapping and Monitoring Program, County
agricultural data, and State of California timberland data sources, the project site 1s not located on or near
agricultural land, Agricultural Opportunity Areas, forest land, or timberland resources. Thercfore, the
project is expected to have no impacts on agricultural and forest resoutces.
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3. AIR QUALITY

WV here arailable, the significance eriteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution control district
may be relied upon to make the following determinations.

Less Than

Signiticant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Contflict with or obstruct implementation of ] [] X L]
applicable air quality plans of either the South Coast
AQMD (SCAQMD) or the Antelope Valley AQMD
(AVAQMD)?
b) Violate any air quality standard ot contribute L] ] <] L]
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?
¢) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase [] [] X []
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard (including releasing
emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for
0ZONne precursots)?
d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant ] [] X ]
concentrations?
¢) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial ] [] X []

number of people?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

The air pollutants that are regulated by the Iederal and California Clean Air Acts fall under three categorics,
cach of which are monitored and regulated:

e Criteria air pollutants;
¢ Toxic air contaminants (1'ACs); and,
¢  Global warming and ozone-depleting gases.

In 1970, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identified six “ctiteria” pollutants they found to
be the most harmful to human health and welfare. They ate:

e  Ozonc (Oy);

e Particulate Matter (PM);
e Carbon Monoxide (CO);
® Nitrogen Dioxide (NO,);
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e Sulfur Dioxide (SO,); and,
e Il.cad (Pb).

‘The Pederal government and the State of California have established air quality standards designed to
protect public health from these eriteria pollutants. Among the federally identfied criteria pollutants, the
levels of ozone, patticulate matter, and catbon monoxide in Los Angcles County continually cxceed federal
and state health standards and the County is considered a non-attainment asca for these pollutants.

In response to the region’s poor air quality, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
& the Antelope Valley Air Quality Management District (AVAQMD) were created. 'The SCAQMD and the
AVAQMD are responsible for monitoring air quality as well as planning, implementing, and enforcing
programs designed to attain and maintain statc and federal ambient air quality standards in the region. The
SCAQMD implements a wide range of programs and regulations, most notably, the Air Quality
Management Plan (AQMP). The SCAQMD jurisdiction covers approximately 10,743 square-miles and
includes all of J.os Angeles County cxcept for the Antclope Valley, which is covered by the Antelope
AVAQMD.

Sensitive receptots are uscs such as playgrounds, schools, senior citizen centets, hospitals or other uses that
would be more highly impacted by poot air quality. AQMI Rule 402, which states “A person shall not
discharge from any source whatsocver such quantities of air contaminants ot other material which causc
injury, detriment, nuisance, ot annoyance to any considerable number of persons ot to the public, or which
endanger the comfott, repose, health ot safety of any such persons or the public, or which cause, or have a
natural tendency to cause, injuty or damage to business or property. The provisions of this rule shall not
apply to odots emanating from agticultural operations necessaty for the growing of crops or the raising of
fowl or animals.”

The project proposes an addition of 12 panel antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squate-foot leasc arca with associated wireless equipment and a backup dicscl generator.

The project site is surrounded by residential uses and an clementary school, but the overall project is small
in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In addition, the dicsel generator is
a backup power source for the WIT' and will only be used in cases of emergency blackouts or power
outages, and it is expected that there will be few instances of these occurrences and the necd to use the
backup genetator is expected to be minimal. As such, the project will not conflict with air quality plans for
the region, substantially contribute to existing air quality violations, result in 2 cumulative air quality effect,
expose sensitive teccptors to substantial pollutant concenttations, ot cteatc a substantial amount of
objectionable odots. Thetefore, the impacts form the project on air quality resoutces is expected to be less
than significant.
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Less Than
Significant
Potentially Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, cither directly ot [] [] D X
through habitat modifications, on any species

identified as a candidate, sensitive, ot special status

species in local or regional plans, policies, ot

regulations, or by the California Department of Fish

and Game (CDFG) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

(USFWS)?

b) Have a substantial adversec effect on any sensitive [] [] [] X
natural communities (e.g., ripatian habitat, coastal

sage scrub, oak woodlands, non-jutisdictional

wetlands) identified in local or regional plans, policies,

regulations or by CDFG ot USFWS?

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally ot [] L] L] X
state protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,

marshes, vernal pools, coastal wetlands, and

drainages) ot watets of the United States, as defined

by § 404 of the federal Clean Water Act ot California

Fish & Game code § 1600, et seq. through direct

removal, filling, hydrological intetruption, or other

means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any ] ] [] <]
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or

with established native resident or migratory wildlife

corridots, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery

sites?

¢) Convert oak woodlands (as defined by the state, [] ] [] <]
oak woodlands are oak stands with greater than 10%

canopy cover with oaks at least 5 inch in diameter

measured at 4.5 feet above mean natural grade) or

otherwise contain oak or othet unique native trees

(junipers, Joshuas, southern California black walnut,

etc.)?

f) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances [] [] [] X
protecting biological resources, including Wildflower

Reserve Areas (L.A. County Code, Title 12, Ch. 12.36),

the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Otdinance (L.A.

County Code, Title 22, Ch. 22.56, Part 16), the
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Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs) (L.A. County
Code, Title 22, § 22.56.215), and Sensitive
Environmental Resoutce Areas (SERAs) (L.A. County
Code, Title 22, Ch. 22.44, Part 6)?

g) Contlict with the provisions of an adopted state, [ ] L] X
regional, or local habitat conservation plan?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Biological resources ate identified and protected through various federal, state, regional, and local laws and
otrdinances. "The federal lindangered Specics Act and the California Hndangered Specics Act (CHSA) state
that animals and plants that are threatened with extinction or are in a significant decline will be protected
and presetved. The State Department of Iish and Game created the California Natural Diversity Databasc
(CNDDB), which is a program that inventotics the status and locations of rare plants and animals in
California.

Section 404 of the Clecan Water Act defines wetlands as “those areas that are inundated or saturated by
surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to suppott, and that under normal
circumstances do suppott, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.
Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.”

‘The County’s primary mechanism to conserve biological diversity is an identification tool and planning
overlay called Significant Ecological Areas (SEA). SEAs are ecologically important land and watet systems
that are valuable as plant and/or animal communities, often integral to the preservation of threatened or
endangered species, and consetvation of biological diversity in the County. These areas also include neatly
all of the wildlife corridors in the County, as well as oak woodlands and other unique and/or native trces.

Sensitive biological tesources in the Coastal Zone are known as Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Arcas
(LSHAs). ISHAs are defined in the Coastal Act as areas “in which plant ot animal life or their habitats are
cither rare or especially valuable because of their special nature or role in an ecosystem and which could be
casily disturbed or degraded by human activitics and developments. On Santa Catalina Island, there ate both
IiSHAs and SHAs. In the Coastal Zonc segment of the Santa Monica Mountains, sensitive biological
resources are designated as Sensitive |invironmental Resoutce Arcas (SERAs) by the Malibu Land Use Plan,
which contains terrestrial and marine resoutces that, becausc of their characteristics and/ot vulnerability,
require special protection. SERAs include the following sub-catcgorics: ESHAs; Significant Woodlands and
Savannahs; Significant Watersheds; the Malibu Cold Creek Resoutce Management Arca; and Wildlife
Migration Corridors.

The project site is located on a parcel that is developed as a golf course and is surtounded by urban
development. According to State of California I'ish and Game data sources, Federal wetland data sources,
and County SEEA data, the project site is not located on ot ncat land that has been designated as a special
habitat or sensitive natural community, a wetland, a wildlife migratory corridor, and oak woodland,
consctvation area, or a County Significant Dcological Arca. Therefore, the project is expected to have no
impacts on biological resources.
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the [

significance of a historical resoutce as defined in

CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the L]

significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to

CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5?

c¢) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique []

paleontological resource or site or unique geologic

feature, or contain rock formations indicating

potential paleontological resources?

d) Disturb any human remains, including those ]

interted outside of formal cemeteries?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Less Than
Significant
Impact with
Mitigation
Incorporated Impact

L]

Less Than
Significant

No
Impact

[

The project site 1s located on a parcel that is developed as a golf course and is surrounded by utban
development. The project site and sutrounding area has been heavily disturbed from previous development,
and the proposed project requires minimal new construction. The project site is not located on any known
site or area that is considered a historical tesoutces, archaeological resource, paleontological resource or
unique geological figure, or a site that was previously used for the burial of human remains. Therefore, the

project is expected to have a less than significant impact on cultural resources.
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6. ENERGY

Less Than

Significant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incorporated  Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Conflict with Los Angeles County Green Building [] L] L]
Ordinance (L.A. County Code Title 22, Ch. 22.52, Part
20 and Title 21, § 21.24.440) ot Drought Tolerant
Landscaping Ordinance (L.A. County Code, Title 21, §
21.24.430 and Tide 22, Ch. 22.52, Part 21)?
b) Involve the inefficient use of enetrgy resources (sce [] [] X []

Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines)?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Per Appendix I of CEQA guidelines, the goal of conserving energy implies decteasing overall per capita
cnergy consumption, decteasing treliance on fossil fuels such as coal, natural gas and oil, and increasing
reliance on renewable energy soutces. In 2008, the County adopted a Green Building Program to address
these goals. Section 22.52.2100 of Title 22 (l.os Angeles County Codc) states that the purpose of the
County’s Green Building Program was to cstablish green building development standards for new projects
with the intent to, conserve watcr; conserve encrgy, conserve natural resources, divert waste from landfills,
minimize impacts to existing infrastructure, and promote a healthier environment. The Gteen Building
Program includes Green-Building Standards, Low-Impact Decvelopment standards, and Drought Tolerant
Landscaping requirements. In January 2011, the State of California adopted the CAILGreen Building Code
with mandatory mcasutes that establish a minimum for green construction practices.

The project proposes an addition of 12 panel antcnnas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-square-foot leasc arca with associated wireless equipment and a backup diescl generator.
The project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In addition,
the diescl generator is a backup power source for the W1'T and will only be used in cases of emergency
blackouts or power outages, and it is expected that there will be few instances of these occurrences and the
need to use the backup generator is expected to be minimal. As such, the project will not conflict with the
County’s Gteen Building Ordinance and will not involve the inefficient use of enetgy resources. Therefore,
the impacts form the project on enetrgy resources is expected to be less than significant.
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7. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Less Than

Significant
Potentially Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No

Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse cffects, including the risk of loss, injuty, ot
death involving:
1) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as I:| [] E D

delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial
evidence of a known active fault trace? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication
42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

X X

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction and lateral spreading?

iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion ot the loss of
topsoil?

X

O OO0 OO
O oo 00
<
O OO0 00O

c) Be located on a geologic unit ot soil that is
unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of
the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction
or collapse?

X

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table ] [] X ]
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), cteating
substantial risks to life or property?

€) Have soils incapable of adequately suppotting the ] [] [] I
use of onsite wastewater treatment systems where
sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?

f) Conflict with the Hillside Management Area ] ] [] X
Otrdinance (L.A. County Code, Title 22, § 22.56.215) or

hillside design standards in the County General Plan

Conservation and Open Space Element?
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

The Alquist-Priolo Tarthquake Pault Zoning Act of 1972 prohibits the location of most structures for
human occupancy across the traces of active faults, and lessens the impacts of fault rupture. The Seismic
Hazards Mapping Act requites the California Geological Survey to prepare Scismic Hazard Z.one Maps that
show areas where carthquake induced liquefaction or landslides have historically occuarred, or where there 1s
a high potential for such occurrences. liqucfaction is a process by which water saturated granular soils
transform from a solid to a liquid state during strong ground shaking. A landshde is a general term for a
falling, sliding or flowing mass of soil, rocks, water and debzis. "The County General Plan prohibits new
developments, as defined by the Alquist-Priolo Act, within fault traces until a comprchensive geological
study has been completed.

More than 50 petcent of the unincorporated areas are comprised of hilly or mountainous terrain. ‘The vast
majority of hillside hazards include mud and debris flows, active deep scated landslides, hillside erosion, and
man induced slope instability. ‘Thesc geologic hazards include artificially-saturated or rainfall saturated
slopes, the crosion and undercutting of slopes, earthquake induced rock falls and shallow failures, and
natural or artificial compaction of unstable ground. The General Plan Hillside Management Area (HMA)
Ordinance rcgulates development in hillsides of 25 percent slope or greater to address these potential
hazards.

The project proposes an addition of 12 pancl antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squate-foot leasc area with associated wireless equipment and a backup diesel gencrator.
The project does not involve housing ot other habitable structures. According to State of California seismic
hazards data provided by the Division of Mines and Geology, the subject patcel is not located in an active
scismic zone. The subject patcel is subject to liquefaction hazards, but the project site where the existing
WTF is located is not with the liquefaction hazard boundaties.

The project site is located on land that is alteady developed and the proposed project will not result in
substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil. In addition, the project site in not located on a known unstable
geologic unit or expansive soil. The project does not include onsitc wastewater treatment systems and s not
located in a Hillside Management Atea. Therefore, the impacts form the project on geology and soils
resources is cxpected to be less than significant.
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8. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Less Than

Significant
Potentially Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No

Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Generate greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions, cither ] L] <] ]
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant
impact on the envitonment?
b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or [] [] X []

regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

The project prtoposes an addition of 12 panel antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squate-foot lease area with associated witcless equipment and a backup diesel generator.
The overall project is small in scale, and thete will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In
addition, the diesel generator is a backup power soutce for the WIF and will only be used in cases of
emergency blackouts or power outages, and it is expected that there will be few instances of these
occutrences and the need to use the backup generator is expected to be minimal. As such, the project is
expected to produce a minimal amount of greenhouse gas emissions or conflict with any applicable
regulation related to greenhouse gas emissions. Thetefore, the impacts form the project on greenhouse gas
cmissions is expected to be less than significant.
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9. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
cnvironment through the routine transport, storage,
production, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment thtough reasonably foreseeable upset
~and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials or waste into the environment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazatdous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, ot waste
within one-quatrter mile of sensitive land uses?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code § 65962.5 and, as a result, would it
create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

¢) For a project located within an airport land use
plan, ot where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public use
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project result in a safety hazard for people
tesiding or working in the project area?

g) Impair implementation of, or physically intetfere
with, an adopted emergency response plan ot
emetgency evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of

loss, injury or death involving fires, because the
project is located:

i) within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
(Zone 4)?

ii) within a high fire hazard area with inadequate

Porentially
Significant
Impact

[

Less Than

Significant

Impact with  Less Than
Mitigation Significant  No
Incotporated Impact Impact

L] X L]

L] [] B

L] X []
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access?

i) within an area with inadequate water and [] [] X D
pressure to meet fire flow standards?

iv) within proximity to land uses that have the [] [] X []
potential for dangerous fire hazard?

i) Does the proposed use constitute a potentially [] [] 4 []
dangerous fire hazard?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Hazardous materials arc gencrally defined as any matctial that because of its quantity, concentration, ot
physical or chemical characteristics, poses a significant present ot future hazard to human health and safety
ot to the environment, if rcleased into the workplace or the environment (Health and Safety Code (H&SC),
§25501(0)). 'The California Department of Toxic Substances (IDTSC) is tesponsible for classifying
hazardous materials in the state of California. Hazardous materials are commonly stoted and used by a
varicty of businesses and are commonly encounteted duting construction activities.

IDTSC oversces the cleanup of disposal and industtial sites that have resulted in contamination of soil and
groundwater. In close cooperation with the United States Environmental Protection Agency, DTSC
administers both state and federal hazardous waste programs including The Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601-9675), the Toxic Substances Control Act (ISCA) and a number of other State
and Federal bodies of law dealing with hazardous materials and the environment. The Envirostar database
lists properties regulated by DTSC where extensive investigation and/ot cleanup actions ate planned or
have been completed at permitted facilities and clean-up sites. No hazatdous matetials sites ot properties
listed in compliance with California  Government Code, Scction 65962.5 (e.g., Comprchensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Information System [CERCLIS], Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act [RCRA]J) arc located on the project site. Any sites within the general
vicinity arc not likely to have contaminated the project site.

Projects in close proximity to airpotts are within the jurisdiction of the Airport l.and Use Commission
(ALUC). The Regional Planning Commission meets in the capacity of the ALUC to consider projects
requiring ALUC review and it makes a determination of the compatibility of the proposed project with the
nearby airport.

The Office of Emergency Management is responsible for organizing and ditecting the preparedness efforts
of the Emergency Management Organization of TLos Angeles County. The OIIM is the day-today I.os
Angeles County Operational Arca coordinator for the County. 'The emetgency tesponse plan for the
unincorporated areas is the Operational Area Emergency Response Plan (OALRDP), which is prepated by
OEM. The OAERP strengthens short and long-term emergency response and tecovery capability, and
identifics emergency procedutes and emergency management routes in the County. ‘T'he disaster response
plan is the County Local All Hazards Mitigation Plan.

The project proposes an addition of 12 panel antennas to an existng 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-square-foot lease area with associated witeless equipment and a backup diescl generator.
The overall project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In
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addition, the dicsel generator is a backup power source for the WI'T and will only be used in cases of
emergency blackouts or power outages, and it is expected that there will be few instances of these
occurrences and the need to use the backup generator is expected to be minimal.

The project does not routinely transport or produce hazardous materials, but the 50-galion dicsel fucl tank
will be stored on site in the new 378 squarce-foot lease arca on the golf course. The fuel tank and backup
generator will be located on a stable concrete pad and enclosed by a concrete wall. Based on State of
California firc regulations, the small size of this fucl tank is considered a container and not an above ground
storage tank. As such, the project is not expected to create a significant hazard to the public through the
routine usc of hazardous materials or through reasonably forseeable accident conditions. In addition,
according to the information provided by the makers of the generator, the equipment mects the EPA diescl
emission standards for mobile off-highway cquipment. Thercfore, the project is not expected to rclease
hazardous cmissions or handle acutcly hazardous materials within 4 mile of sensitive uses.

According to the California Department of T'oxic Substances (ID'I'SC) data, the project site 1s not located on
a known list of hazardous material sites. In addition, the project site is not located within an airport land use
plan or within the vicinity of a private airstrip as the closest airport is the El Monte Municipal Airpott,
which is approximately 18 miles to the south.

The project is small in scale and will involve very minimal construction as it is a co-location wireless facility.
As such, the project will not conflict or interfere with any adopted emergency response plans. In addition,
the project site is not located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The closest fire stations are located
in the adjacent cities of Santa Fe Sptings, Norwalk, and Downey, and the closest County Fire Department is
apptoximately seven miles to the north. There is adequate, existing service to the site and the project site
land use is not a potential fire hazard.

Therefore, the impacts form the project related to hazards and hazardous materials is expected to be less
than significant.
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10. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such
that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a
lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would
drop to a level which would not suppotrt existing land
uses or planned uses for which permits have been
granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of the
coutse of a stream or tiver, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, ot substantially increase
the rate or amount of sutface runoff in a manner which
would result in flooding on- or off-site?

¢) Create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff?

f) Generate construction ot post-construction runoff
that would violate applicable stormwater NPDES
permits or otherwise significantly affect sutface water
or groundwater quality?

g) Conflict with the Los Angeles County Low Impact
Development Ordinance (L.A. County Code, Title 12,
Ch. 12.84 and Title 22, Ch. 22.52)?

h) Result in point or nonpoint soutce pollutant
discharges into State Water Resources Control Board-

designated Areas of Special Biological Significance?

i) Use onsite wastewater treatment systems in ateas

Poren n‘::!{ v
Significant
Impact

[]

[

Less Than
Significant
Impact with
Mitigation
Incotporated  Impact

[]

[]

Less Than
Significant

No
Impact

Ll

L]

X
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with known geological limitations (e.g. high
groundwater) or in close proximity to surfacc watet
(including, but not limited to, streams, lakes, and
drainage course)?

]
X
[

j) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality? []

[
[
X

k) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area ]
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or

Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard

delineation map, or within a floodway or floodplain?

) Place structures, which would impede or redirect [] [] [] X
flood flows, within a 100-year flood hazard arca,
floodway, ot floodplain?

m) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of L] [] [] X
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

n) Place structures in areas subject to inundation by ]:l D |:| EI
seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Los Angeles County is split between two water quality regions: the Los Angeles Region and the Lahontan
Region. Each regional board prepares and maintains a Basin Plan which identifies narrative and numcrical
watet quality objectives to protect all beneficial uses of the waters of that region. The Basin Plans achieve
the identified water quality objectives through implementation of Waste Discharge Requirements (WIDRs)
and by employing threc strategics for addressing water quality issues: control of point source pollutants,
control of nonpoint source pollutants, and remediation of existing contamination.

Point sources of pollutants arc well-defined locations at which pollutants flow into water bodies (discharges
from wastewater treatment plants and industtial sources, for example). These sources are controlled through
regulatory systems including permitting under California’s Waste Discharge Requirements and the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program; permits are issued by the appropriate Regional
Water Quality Control Board and may set discharge limitation or other discharge provisions.

Nonpoint sources of pollutants atc typically derived from project site runoff caused by rain or irrigation and
have been classified by the United States Fnvironmental Protection Agency (USEPA) into onc of the
following categories: agriculture, urban runoff, construction, hydromodification, resource extraction,
silviculture, and land disposal, according to the Basin Plan for the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality
Control Board. This type of pollution is not idecally suited to be addtessed by the same regulatory
mechanisms used to control point sources. Instead, California’s Nonpoint Source Managemeht Plan
desctibes a threc-tiered approach including the voluntary use of Best Management Practices, the regulatory
enforcement of the use of Best Management Practices, and effluent limitations. Generally speaking, cach
Regional Water Quality Control Board implements the least restrictive tier until more stringent enforcement
is necessary.
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The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board addresses on-site drainage through its construction,
industrial, and municipal permit programs. These permits require measures o minimize or prevent erosion
and reduce the volume of sediments and pollutants in a project’s runoff and discharges based upon the size
of the project site

During the construction phase of a proposed project, the pollutants of greatest concern are sediment, which
may run oft the project site duc to site grading or other site preparation activitics, and hydrocarbon or fossil
fucl remnants from the construction equipment. Construction runoff is regulated by the National Pollutant
Discharge Lilimination System (NPDHS) Construction General Permit. This permit applies to all
construction which disturbs an area of at least one acre.

The Tos Angeles County Low Impact Development Ordinance is designed to promote sustainability and
improve the County’s watersheds by prescrving drainage paths and natural water supplies in order to
‘...retain, detain, store, change the timing of, or filter stormwatet or tunoff.’

Arcas of Special Biological Significance arc “...those arcas designated by the State Water Board as ocean
arcas requiring protection of species or biological communities to the extent that alteration of natural water
quality is undesirable. All Areas of Special Biological Significance are also classified as a subset of STATL
WATER QUALITY PROTECTION ARINAS.” Note that all of these areas are located off the coast of
California and not within any inland water coutses or bodies.

FEMA, the Federal Iimergency Management Agency, prepares hydrological studies throughout the country,
called Flood Insurance Studies, in order to identify arcas that are prone to flooding. From the results of
these studies, FEMA prepares I'lood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) that are designed to geographically
depict the location of areas prone to flooding for purposes of determining risk assessment for flood
msurance. An area that has been designated a 100-year flood plain is considered likely to flood under the
100-year storm event.

Dam inundation arcas are areas that have been identified as being potentially susceptible to flooding from a
catastrophic failure of one or more of the dams in los Angeles County. These arcas were mapped in
accordance with California Government Code Section 8589.5 and do not suggest with certainty that a
particular plot of land would be inundated given a catastrophic dam failure.

A seichce 1s the sudden oscillation of water that occurs in an enclosed, landlocked body of water duc to wind,
carthquake, or other factors. A tsunami is an unusually latge wave or set of waves that is triggeted in most
cases by a seaquake or an undetwatet volcanic eruption. A mudflow is flow consisting predominantly of
earthen materials/soil and water.

The project proposes an addition of 12 pancl antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squarc-foot lease area with associated wircless equipment and a backup diescl generator.
The overall project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In
addition, the diesel gencrator is a backup power source for the WIT and will only be used in cases of
emergency blackouts or power outages, and it is cxpected that there will be few instances of these
occurrences and the need to use the backup generator is expected to be minimal.

A wireless project does not discharge pollutants, and the project will therefore not violate any water quality
standards. In addition, the project does not require the use of water to operate, and therefore it will not
deplete groundwater supplics.
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The project will co-locate on an existing structure, but a new 378 squarc-foot lease area is also proposed that
will house associated witeless equipment. ‘T'he project site arca has alrcady been disturbed as the subject
patccl is developed as a golf course, and although the J.a Canada Verde Creck tlows through the golf coursc
propetty, the creek has been channelized, the golf course surrounds the channcl, and the WTT project site 1s
approximatcly 400 feet east and docs not impact the channel. The new lease arca will therefore not
substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site, alter an existing stream ot channcl, or create 2 new
substantial source of sutface or stormwater runoff.

As a co-location wircless project, the construction impacts from the project will be minimal and will not
substantally affect surface water or ground water supplies. The project is also required to adhere to the Low
Impact Development Ordinance, which minimizes project impacts to on-site surface and stormwatcr flows.

A wireless project does not discharge pollutants and will therefore not impact Areas of Special Biological
Significance. The project also does not utilize on-site wastewater treatment facilities and will thercfore not
otherwise substantially degrade water quality in the area.

A witeless project does not place housing with a flood zone and does not expose people or structures to the
risk of floods, levee ot dam failures, or tsunamis. Furthermore, the project site is not located in any of these
hazard areas. Therefore, the overall impacts form the proposed project in regards to hydrology and water
quality is expected to be less than significant.
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11. TAND USE AND PLANNING

Less Than

Significant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incotrporated Impact Iropact
Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established community? [] [] L] X
b) Be inconsistent with the applicable County plans ] ] L] B4
for the subject property including, but not limited to,
the General Plan, specific plans, local coastal plans,
area plans, and community/neighbothood plans?
c) Be inconsistent with the County zoning ordinance [ ] [] L]
as applicable to the subject property?
d) Conflict with Hillside Management criteria, ] L] [] X

Significant Ecological Areas conformance ctriteria, or
other applicable land use criteria?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

The project proposes an addition of 12 pancl antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-square-foot lease area with associated wireless equipment and a backup diescl generator.
The overall project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In
addition, the dicsel generator is a backup power soutce for the WI'F and will only be used in cases of
emergency blackouts or power outages, and it is expected that there will be few instances of these
occurrences and the need to usc the backup generator is expected to be minimal.

The subject property is developed as a golf course and the small scale of the proposed project means that it
will not physically divide an established community. The project site is designated Open Space of the
Countywide General Plan. 'The Open Space land usc designation is primarily intended for open space and
recreational uses, and utility infrastructure is also a consistent usc. Thercfore, a co-locating WIT project is
consistent with the permitted uses of the undetlying land use categoty. The zoning designation for the
subject property is A-1 (Light Agticultural), which allows for radio and telecommunications equipment with
a conditional use permit. The project site is not located in a Hillside Management Area or an SFA.
Therefore, the project is not expected to have any impacts on land usc and planning issues.
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12. MINERAL RESOURCES

Lcss Than
Sipgnificant
Potentially  Impact with ~ Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral ] ] L] X
resource that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally- ] [] [] X

important mineral tesource recovery site delineated on
a local genetral plan, specific plan or other land use
plan?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

'The County depends on the State of California’s Geological Survey (State Department of Conservation,
Division of Mines and Geology) to identify deposits of regionally- significant aggregate resources. These
clusters or belts of mineral deposits are designated as Mineral Resources Zones (MRZ-2s), and there arc
four major MR”Z-2s arc designated in the County: the Little Rock Creek I'an, Soledad Production Area, Sun
Valley Production Atea, and Itwindale Production Area. The California Department of Conservation
protccts minetal resources to ensure adequate supplies for future production.

'The California Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA) was adopted to encourage the
production and conservation of mineral resources, prevent or minimize adverse effects to the environment,
and protect public health and safcty. Tn addition, Title 22 of the Los Angeles County Code (Part 9 of
Chapter 22.56) requircs that applicants of surface mining projects submit a Reclamation Plan prior to
teceiving a permit to mine, which must desctibe how the excavated site will ultimately be remediated and
transformed into another usc.

Small-scale oil production still occurs in many parts of the County, including the Baldwin Hills and the
Santa Clarita Valley. The California Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) permits
and tracks each opetating production well and natural gas storage well and ultimately monitors the
decommissioning process.

Accotding to data from the State of California’s Geological Sutvey, the project site is not located on ot near
any known mincral resource atca and as such not result in the loss of locally available mineral tesources.
Therefore, the project will have no impact related to mineral resources.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significanr  No
Impact Incorporated  Irapact Impact
Would the project result in:
a) Exposure of persons to, or gencration of, noise [] El X []
levels in excess of standatds established in the County
General Plan or noise ordinance (Los Angeles County
Code, Title 12, Chaptcr 12.08), or applicable standards
of other agencies?
b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive [] ] X []
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?
¢) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise [] [] X []
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project, including noise from parking
areas?
d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in [] [] ] L]
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels
cxisting without the project, including noise from
amplified sound systems?
e) For a project located within an airport land use ] [] [] =
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public aitpott or public use
airport, would the projcct expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise levels?
f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 1 L] [] X

would the project expose people residing ot working
in the project area to excessive noise levels?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

"The proposed project will conform to T.os Angeles County Code Title 12, Chapter 12.08 (Noise Control
Ordinance). Section 12.08.390 of the County Code provides a maximum exteriot noise level of 45 decibels
(dB) between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (nighttimc) and 50 dB from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. (daytime) in
Notse Zone II (residential arcas).

Notse generated by construction equipment during the construction phase of the project may result in a
substantial temporary increasc in ambient noise levels. Construction activities will be conducted accotding
to best management practices, including maintaining construction vchicles and equipment in good wotking
otder by using mufflers where applicable, limiting the hours of construction, and limiting the idle time of
diesel engines. Noise from construction equipment will be limited by compliance with the Noise Control
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Otdinance and County Code Section 12.12.

'The project proposes an addition of 12 pancl antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squatc-foot lease arca with associated wircless equipment and a backup diescl gencrator.
‘The overall project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project. In
addition, the dicsel gencrator is a backup power source for the WIT and will only be used in cases of
emergency blackouts or power outages, and it is cxpected that there will be few instances of thesc
occurrences and the need ro use the backup gencrator is expected to be minimal.

Wircless equipment produces negligible noise, but the backup generator was tested and produces a noise
level of 67.1 decibels at its loudest, measured at a distance of 23 feet from the side. This level cxceeds the
County noise ordinance levels. The backup gencrator will only be used in cases of emetgency such as power
grid failure, and not at any other times. Therefore, the noise impact from the backup generator will be
periodic in natute and will not result in a significant impact or long-term source of permanent ambicnt
noise.

The WIF project will be co-located on an cxisting monopine, so noise impacts from construction activities
will be minimal and periodic. In addition, the applicants anticipate that on average, the project will only
require short monthly maintenance visits. As such, these activities will have a less than significant noise
impact.

The project site is not located within an airport land use plan or within the vicinity of a private airstrip as the
closest airpott is the El Monte Municipal Aitport, which is approximately 18 miles to the south, and

therefore will not expose people to excessive noise levels from these uscs.
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14. POPULATION AND HOUSING

Less Than

Significant
Potentially Impactwith  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incorporated Immpact Impact
Would the project:
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, ] [] [] X
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes
and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, [] [] [] X
especially affordable housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?
¢) Displace substantial numbers of people, [] [] [] X
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
clsewhere?
d) Cumulatively exceed official regional ot local ] [] ] <

population projections?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

‘I'ypical local thresholds of significance for housing and population growth include effects that would induce
substantial growth or concentration of a population beyond a city’s ot county’s ptojcctions; alter the
location, distribution, density, or growth rate of the population beyond that projected in the city ot county
general plan housing element; tesult in a substantial increase in demand for additional housing, ot creatc a
development that significantly reduces the ability of the county to mcet housing objectives set forth in the
city or county general plan housing clement.

The Los Angeles County General Plan and Housing Flement uses population, houschold, and employment
projections from a growth forecast that is developed from the Southern California Association of
Governments 2008 Regional Transportation Plan (R'1P). The population projections and houschold
projections for unincorporated County ate otganized by eight SCAG sub-regions.

The proposed project is a co-location for a wireless facility. Wircless facilitics do not induce population
growth, displace existing housing units, or cause the need for housing development. Therefore, the project
will have no impacts related to population and housing issues.
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15. PUBLIC SERVICES

Less Than
Significant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact Incorporated  Impact Impact
a) Would the project create capacity or service level
problems, or result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities in order to
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or
other performance objectives for any of the public

setvices:

Fire protection? [] [] X L]
Sheriff protection? ] L] =Y ]
Schools? [] [] X L]
Parks? [] [] L]
Libraries? [] [] L]
Other public facilities? [] [] X ]

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Fire suppression services in unincorporated Los Angeles County are provided by the J.os Angcles County
I'ire Department (LACol'D), which has 21 battalions providing services to the whole of the unincorporated
County. Development in the unincorporated arcas must comply with the requirements of the Fire Code
(litle 32), which provides design standards for all development in the unincorporated County. Development
must also comply with standards fot responsce times between fire stations and the project site. These times
are: 5 minutes or less for projects in urban areas, 8 minutes or less for projects in suburban arcas, and 12
minutes or less for projects mn rural areas.

I.aw enforcement services within the unincotporated Los Angeles County are provided by the l.os Angeles
County Sheriff’'s Department. ‘The los Angeles County Sheriffs Depatrtment strives to maintain a service
ratio of approximately one officer for every 1,000 residents within the communities it serves.

In Los Angeles County, patks ate opetrated and maintained by the Department of Parks and Recrcation. As
of 2010, there were approximately 153 recreational facilities managed by the Department of Parks and
Recreation totaling approximately 65,528 acres of recrcation and open space. The Los Angeles County
General Plan, Regional Recreation Areas Plan, provides the standard for the allocation of parkland in the
unincorporated county. This standard is four acres of local parkland per 1,000 residents and six acres of
regional parkland per 1,000 residents. For subdivision projects, the Quimby Act permits the County, by
otdinance, to require the dedication of parkland or the payment of an in-licu fee to achieve the parkland-to-
population ratio sought in the General Plan. Further, as a condition of a zone change approval, General
Plan amendment, or Specific Plan approval, the County may require the applicant pursuing the subdivision
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to dedicate and/ot improve land according to the following General Plan standards. This requitement is
justified as long as an appropriate nexus between the proposed project and the dedication can be shown.

In the unincorporated portions of T.os Angeles County, as well as in 50 of the 88 cities within the County,
library scrvices are provided by the County of T.os Angeles Public Tibrary. Thete are approximately 84
libratics operated by the County with roughly 7.5 million volumes in its book collection. The County of I.os
Angcles Public Library is a special district and is primarily funded by property taxes, but other funding
mcchanisms include a Mello-Roos Commumity Facilitics District, developer impact fecs, developer
agrecments, and a voter-approved special tax.

The project proposes an addition of 12 pancl antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-square-foot lease area with associated wireless equipment and a backup dicsel generator.
The overall project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project.
Wireless projects do not induce population growth, and therefore the project will not result in increased
usage of public services. As such, the project 1s not expected to create any significant impact on public
services related to fire protection, sheriff protection, schools, parks, libraries, or any other public facility.
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16. RECREATION

Less Than
Sienificant
Potentially  Impact with Less Than

Significant  Mitigation Significant  No
Impact [ncorporated  Impact Impact
a) Would the project increase the usc of existing ] ] ] X
neighbothood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be accelcerated?
b) Does the project include neighborhood and [] [] L] X
regional parks or other recreational facilities ot require
the construction or expansion of such facilities which
might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?
¢) Would the project interfere with regional open [] ] [] X

space connectivity?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

The 1.os Angeles County General Plan standard fot the provision of patkland is four acres of local parkland
per 1,000 residents of the population in the County’s unincorporated areas, and six acres of regional
patkland pet 1,000 residents of the County’s total population.

The project proposes an addition of 12 panel antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squate-foot lease arca with associated wireless equipment and a backup diesel gencrator.
The overall project is small in scale, and thete will be minimal construction impacts from the project.
Witeless projects do not induce population growth, and therefore the project will not result in increased
usage of recreation services, local ot regional parks, or intetfere with regional open space connectivity. As
such, the project is not expected to create any significant impact on recreation resourccs.
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17. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC

Would the project:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, otdinance, ot
policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the
petformance of the circulation system, taking into
account all modes of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travcel and relevant
components of the circulation system, including but
not limited to intersections, streets, highways and
freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass
transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion
management program (CMP), including, but not
limited to, level of service standards and travel
demand measures, or other standards established by
the CMP for designated roads or highways?

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including
cither an increase in traffic levels or a change in
location that results in substantial safety tisks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design
feature (c.g., sharp cutves or dangerous intersections)
ot incompatible uses (c.g., farm equipment)?

¢) Result in inadequate emergency access?

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, ot programs
regarding public transit, bicycle, ot pedestrian
facilities, or otherwise dectrease the performance or
safety of such facilities?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

L]

Less Than
Significant
Impact with
Mitigation

Less Than
Significant

Incorporated Impact

[

X

No
Impact

L]

[

Tratfic conditions are determined by using a system that measures the volume of traffic going through an
Intersection at a specific point in time telative to the intersection’s maximum possible automobile through-
put. This volume-to-capacity ratio is teferred to as Level of Service (LOS) and ranges from the best-case

scenario LOS A (free-flowing conditions) to the worst-case scenario LOS I' (gridlock).

The project proposes an addition of 12 panel antennas to an existing 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squarc-foot lease area with associated witeless equipment and a backup diesel generator. It
1s cxpected that the wireless project will requite on average onc maintenance trip per month. As such, the
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project will not conflict with any traffic or pedestrian plan, congestion management program, or result in a
change in air traffic patterns.

The project site is located on a parcel that is developed as a golf course. There are no proposed design
features that would create a traffic hazard, result in inadequate emergency access, or conflict with public
transit and pedestrian plans and facilitics. Therefore, the project is expected to have a less than significant
impact on transportation and traffic issucs.
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18. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Less Than
Significant
Potentially Impact with  Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact TIncorporated Impact
Would the project:
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requitements of [] [] X
either the Los Angeles or Lahontan Regional Water
Quality Control Boards?
b) Create water or wastewatet system capacity L] ] X<
problems, or result in the construction of new watet or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental effects?
¢) Create drainage system capacity problems, or L] ] X<

result in the construction of new storm water drainage
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient reliable water supplies available to ]
serve the project demands from existing entitlements

and resources, considering existing and projected

water demands from other land uses?

e) Create energy utility (electricity, natural gas, ]
propane) system capacity problems, or result in the
construction of new energy facilities or expansion of

existing facilities, the construction of which could

cause significant environmental effects?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient petmitted ]
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste

disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and []
regulations related to solid waste?

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

4

X

No

Iropa
ct

]

All public wastewater disposal (sewer) systems are required to obtain and operate under the terms of an
NPDLS (National Pollution Discharge Elimination System) permit, which is issued by the local Regional
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). The NPDES 1s a permitting program that established a
framework for regulating municipal, industrial, and construction stormwater discharges into surface water
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bodies and stormwater channels.

The Tos Angcles and Tahontan Regional Water Quality Control Boards are responsible for implementing
the federally-mandated NPDILS program in the County through the adoption of an Otder, which is
effectively the NPDES Permit for that region. The T.os Angeles Regional Board’s Permit designates 84
citics within the Board’s region as permittees, and the County as the principal permittee of the NPDES
Permit. The NPDIES Permit defines the responsibilities of cach permittee to control pollutauts, including
the adoption and cnforcement of local ordinances and monitoring programs. ‘The principal permittee is
responsible for coordinating activities to comply with the requirements set forth in the NPDIIS Permit, but
1s not responsible for ensuring the compliance of any other permittee. ‘The County’s Stormwater Ordinance
requites that the discharge, deposit, or disposal of any stormwater and/or runoff to storm drains must be
covered by a NPDILS permut.

For the unincorporated areas, in accordance with the NPDES Permit, the County implements a Standard
Utban Stormwatcr Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) at the project site level to address pollutants generated by
specific activitics and types of development. ‘The main purpose of this planning program is to identify new
construction and redevelopment projects that could contribute to stormwater pollution, and to mitigate
run-off from those projects by requiring that certain Best Management Practices be implemented during
and after construction. Moreover, the SUSMP prevents erosion by controlling runoff rates, protecting
natural slopes and channels, and conserving natural arcas.

The Los Angcles County Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP), which is compiled by the
interagency Integrated Waste Management Task Force and updated annually, has identified landfills with
sufficient disposal capacity for the next 15 years, assuming current growth and development patterns
remain the same. In addition to the projections of the IWMP (see above), all projects must comply with
other documents required by the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 939).

The County’s Green Building Program’s threc ordinances were adopted in 2008 and wete created to
implement new green-building practices for projects in the County with the goals to conserve water,
conserve energy, conserve natural resources, divert waste from landfills, minimize impacts to existing
infrastructure, and promote a healthier environment. ‘The Green Building Program consists of the Green
Building Otrdinance, the Low Impact Development Ordinance, and the Drought Tolerant Landscaping
Ordinance

The project proposes an addition of 12 panel antennas to an cxisting 70-foot tall monopine, and the
addition of a 378-squarce-foot leasc arca with associated wireless equipment and a backup dicsel generator.
The overall project is small in scale, and there will be minimal construction impacts from the project.
Wireless projects do not induce population growth, and therefore the project will not result in increased
usage of utilities and service systems.

As such, the project 1s not expected to create any significant impact on wastewatet treatment setvices,
drainage system capacity, and will not produce waste that will impact landfills. The project is co-locating on
an cxisting witcless tower and will be served by existing electricity infrastructure. "Therefore, the project is
not expected to create any significant impact on utilitics and service systems.
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19. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Less Than
Sienificant
Potentially  Impact with  Less Than

Signiticant  Mitigation ~  Significant  No
Impact Incorporated  Impact Impact
a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the D [] [] X

quality of the environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, substantially reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare ot endangered plant or
animal or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

The project is a wireless facility that will co-locate on an existing wircless monopine structure. The project
site is not located in a sensitive biological area or protected natural habitat community and thercfore does
not have the potential to degrade the environment or impact threatened species or sensitive habitat.

b) Does the project have the potential to achieve L] L] <] ]
short-term environmental goals to the disadvantage of
long-term environmental goals?

The project is a witeless facility that will co-locate on an existing wireless monopine structure. The overall
scale of the project is small and impacts from construction activitics will be minimal. Wireless facilities
ptoduce few cnvironmental impacts such as greenhouse gas emissions or pollutants. Thercfore the project
will not achieve short-tetm environmental goals to the disadvantage of long-term environmental goals.

¢) Does the project have impacts that are individually L] ] X []
limited, but cumulatively considerable?

(" Cumulatively considerable” means that the

incremental effects of a project are considerable when

viewed in connection with the effects of past projects,

the effects of other current projects, and the effects of

probable future projects)?

The project is a witeless facility that will co-locate on an existing wircless monopinc structure. The overall
scalec of the project is small and impacts from construction activitics will be minimal and temporary.
Wireless facilities produce few envitonmental impacts such as greenhouse gas emissions or pollutants, and
also have little to no cumulative cnvironmental impacts. Therefore the project is not cxpected to have
impacts that can be considered cumulative.

d) Does the project have environmental effects which ] L] L]
will cause substantial adverse effects on human
beings, either directly or indirectly?

The project is a wireless facility that will co-locate on an existing wircless monopine structure. The overall
scale of the project is small and impacts from construction activities will be minimal and temporary.
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Wireless facilities produce few environmental impacts such as greenhouse gas emissions or pollutants. "The
project does propose the inclusion of a backup generator that requires a 50-gallon diesel tank. However, the
generator would only be used in times ol emergency such as a power grid failure, and these instances arc
expected to be minimal. Therefore, the project is expected to have a less than significant environmental
impact.

CC.041812

39/39






