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Norm Haynie
22741 Seaview Terrace, Suite 400
Malibu, CA 90265 March 7, 2011

Re: Response to ERB Comments

Mt. Haynie,

On February 14, 2011, Forde Biological Consultants visited the property identified as APN: 4453-025-025
Rotunde Mesa Road (Exhibit A — Area of Interest) to inventory detectable plant species, prepare a vegetation
map, and classify vegetation in response to ERB comments dated January 24, 2011. Vegetation classification 1s
based on the system of Sawyer et al. (2009)!. Vegetation types are summarized below (Exhibit B - Vegetation).

Please refer to Table 1 for a complete list of species observed within each vegetation type.

Big Pod Ceanothus Chapatrral

The native shrub community on site is big pod ceanothus chaparral (= Ceanothus megacarpus alliance). Shrub
density and species composition vaties with slope gradient and aspect. The largest area occupied by this
vegetation type is within a ravine that crosses the site from east to west that extends across the west boundary
of the property. In the ravine, a diverse chaparral community occurs in which no single species exceeds about
30 percent of the canopy cover. In addition to big pod ceanothus, common species include chamise
(Adenostoma fasciculatum), laurel sumac (Malosma lauring), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), holly-leaved chetry (Prunus
ilicifolia), and scrub oak (Quercus berberidifolia). One immature coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) occurs in the

ravine.

Wild Oats Grassland
Wild oats grassland is dominated by non-native annual grass species, especially common wild oats (Aserna fatna)
and ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus). In addition to grasses, common non-native species include red-stemmed

filaree (Erodium cicutarinm) and bur clover (Medicago polymorpha).

The Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance recognizes that oak trees (Quercas sp.) lend beauty and charm to

natural and manmade landscapes and enhance property values and the character of communities in which they

1 Sawyer, J.O., T. Keeler-Wolf, and J.M. Evens, 2009. A Manual of California Vegetation. California Native Plant Society, Sacramento,
CA. Second Edition.



exist. Trees protected by this ordinance include any oak tree (Quercas sp.) that is more than eight inches in
diameter as measured four and one-half feet above mean natural grade. Oak trees with more than one trunk
must have a combined diametet, of any two trunks, of 12 inches or more as measured four and one half feet
above mean natural grade. This ordinance applies to all unincorporated areas of the county.? This ordinance
also protects oak trees replaced under previously authorized activities regardless of size. The California Coastal
Commission applies the standards of the Native Tree Protection Ordinance outlined in the City of Malibu
Local Coastal Plan for projects in the Santa Monica Mountains.> The Native Tree Protection Ordinance
preserves and protects native trees including alder (Adwus rhombifolia), California walnut (Juglans californica), oak
(Quercus sp.), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), and western sycamore (Platanus racemosa). Trees protected by this
ordinance must have at least one trunk with a diameter measuring 6 inches ot more or a combination of two

trunks with diameters totaling 8 inches or more as measured 4 'z feet above the natural grade.

There are no protected trees located on the propetty. The scrub oak and immature coast live oak do not meet
the protected tree definitions above. No alder, California walnut, toyon, western sycamore, or other Quercus sp.,
are located on the property. Five coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) trees, which meet the above definitions,
occur within the northwest quadrant of Loma Metisse Road and Rotunda Mesa Road on private property
(Exhibit C — Oak Tree Location Map).

Los Angeles County SERA
The GIS-NET Public Web Mapping Application provided by Los Angeles County Department of Regional

Planning depicts an oak woodland and/or savannah SERA on the western boundary of the property and
the Cold Canyon/Dark Creek Resource Management Area (Exhibit D — Los Angeles County SERA). No
oak trees or other sensitive vegetation communities were observed within the area depicted as oak woodland
and/or savannah and review of the California Depattment of Fish and Games California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB) and the California Native Plant Society’s Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants did
not identify special-status plant species occurring within the area depicted or occurring on the property. Based
on the fact that the entire portion of the off site SERA to the west is occupied by a residence, fuel-modified
chaparral, and irrigated ornamental landscaping, it would appear that the SERA designation is out of date and

does not accurately represent current conditions.

Sincerely,
:,_,_9—'«"Q TV e Bme—— %“L‘_’
Andrew McGinn Forde

2 Las Angeles Cannty Oak Tree Ordinance, §§ 22.56.2050 - 22.56.2260
3 Gity of Makbu Lacal Coastal Plan, Lacal Inplemsentasion Plan, Chapter 5.2; City of Malivn 1.ocal Coastal Plan, Land Use Plan Chapter 3.63

BUENA MESA COURT « CAMARILLO, CA » 93012
PHONE: 805 302-7165 » FAX: 805 987-7841
WWW.FORDEBIO.COM ¢« E-MAIL: INFO@FORDEBIO.COM
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exhibit A
Area of Interest

Rotunda Mesa Road, Malibu, California
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