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Richard J. Bruckner
Director

June 22, 2010

TO.. Wayne Rew, Chair

Pat Modugno, Vice Chair

Esther L. Valadez, Commissioner
Leslie G. Bellamy, Commissioner
Harold V. Helsley, Commissioner

FROM:  SamuelDea “7\(
Supervising Regional Planner
Special Projects Section

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL MATERIALS FOR HEARING
PROJECT NUMBER R2008-02179 — (2)
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 201000038

RPC Meeting: June 23, 2010
Agenda Item No. 7

The following attachments were received by staff on June 22, 2010, regarding the
above-referenced item:

o Letter dated June 21, 2010, from the United Homeowners Association (UHA),
Vice President, in regards to the Jet Inn Motel conditional use permit request.
The. UHA is in support of the County conditioning this motel in order to deter
some the negative activities reported by the residents.

» Letter dated June 22, 2010, from the United Homeowners Association (UHA),
President, is opposing staff's recommendation to grant the approval for the
continued operation of the Jet Inn Motel. The letter raises concerns regarding
the appropriate CEQA determination for the request and the facility’s potential
impacts to the environment. The letter further discusses the deteriorated
condition of the motel and that the request should be denied.

« Email dated June 22, 2010, from Sally Hampton (a concerned resident), i
support of conditioning the Jet Inn Motel to ensure the surrounding commerc:lal
corridor is safe for residents.
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Monday, June 21, 2010

Los Angeles County Dept. of Regional Planning
Attention: Robert Glaser '

320 W. Temple St. Room 1362

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: (213) 974-4971

Fax: (213) 626-0434
rglaser@planning.lacounty.gov

Re: Conditional Use Permit No. 201000038 — Project No. R2008-02179 — (2)
Jet Inn Motel 4542 W. Slauson Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90043

Dear Mr. Glaser,

The United Homeowners Association (UHA) represents approximately S000 households in
the Windsor Hills, View Park and View Heights communities as well as those portions of the
unincorporated Los Angeles County area abutting the City of Inglewood to the north and east.

As UHA Interim Board Vice President, I hope to work closely with the City and County officials
to address issues of aesthetics, as well as visual and economic blight in an effort to maintain
property values and increase the quality of life in the neighborhoods and surrounding area.

In this capacity, I write to you today to request that the county seek to condition the Jet Inn

in such a manner to mitigate the negative activities reported by residents and the sheriff’s
department, the visual blight and to ensure the safety of our community. Not only has the Jet Inn
been an eyesore, it has been the source of crime in the neighborhood which is of deep concern to
our residents.

Thank you for support in this very iinportant matter.

SinCerelM

J eff Dannels .
UHA INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT
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June 22, 2010

Robert Glaser E @ E BV E

Department of Regional Planning,
Hall of Records, Room 1340,

320 West Temple Street, JUN 22 2010
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re: PROJECT NUMBER R2008-02179 — (2)
CONDTIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER 2010000038
Jet Inn Motel
4542 West Slauson Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012

The United Homeowner Association is opposed to granting an approval of a conditional use permit
for the continued use of the above referenced property and respectfully requests that the Regional
Planning Commission deny the application. Our community has several concerns regarding the
operation of the business, appearance of the facility and the overall impact it has on the local
economy and welfare of the community.

Environmental Document

The environmental document use for the conditional use application should not be a Categorical
Exemption, but rather a mitigated Negative Declaration at the very minimum. The Categorical
Exemption suggests that there are not impacts from the motel's continued operation and that is not
the case. Currently, the motel operation has direct and indirect impacts on the adjacent properties
and surrounding community and there is no indication from a review of the application and its
Burden of Proof Statement that substantial changes will be made to the motel's operation or
appearance that would eliminate these impacts to the community.

For example, the Jet Inn Motel impacts the Los Angeles County public service systems. The motel
has been a source of criminal activity over the years and its operation has placed an unusually high
demand on law enforcement resources. Research indicates that over 150 calls/incidents have been
documented by the Los Angeles County Sherriff's Department Marina Del Rey Division to address
nuisance and criminal activity at the site. Additionally, motel activity places demands on the
County's court system, social services system and other public services stemming from the law
enforcement activities. Identifying the motel operation’s impact on the public services is the first in
determining what can be done to reduce its current and future impact on the View Park/Windsor
Hills community and on the County of Los Angeles.

The motel has not experienced any improvements in the past thirty years. The application indicates
some cosmetic improvements are planned but it does not state that any modernization of the facility
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to improve the function of the motel will be included. No permits were found that indicated any
enhancements have been made to the electrical, plumbing, heating or air conditioning systems. The
operational and mechanical systems are not consistent with many of today's energy savings
technologies such as high- efficiency toilets, shower heads, tankless water heater systems, and
energy efficient dishwashers, washers and dryers, energy efficient windows and doors, air filtration
systems, etc. The motel will continue to be inconsistent with the Los Angeles: County programs and
initiatives for Green Buildings. To allow the operation to continue with obsolete systems will lead to
unnecessary demands on the public’s water and power resources and systems and in conflict with
many of the policies related to goals for reducing CO2 emissions, energy and water consumption.

In addition to its impact on the County’s public service system, the motel operation adversely
impacts the surrounding neighborhood businesses. The motel does not attract patrons from outside
of the County, but rather it functions as an emergency shelter facility and sometimes prostitution
facility. The motel is listed on the Motel/ Voucher Resource Directory: prepared by the Los Angeles
County Emergency Food and Shelter Program Local Board (See Exhibit A). Agencies  that
participate in the County’s Emergency Food and Shelter Program direct their clients to the motel for
short term stays and these clients rarely, if ever, have enough resources to patronize the nearby
businesses. Frequently, the shelter clients are observed asking for money near the neighborhood
businesses. The presence of the emergency shelter clients discourages others from the using the
motel. Members of the United Homeowners Association have indicated that they would never
consider using the motel because of the patrons that the Jet Inn Motel attracts. The reluctance of
the surrounding community to use the motel means the surrounding businesses suffer.

These are just a few of the environmental impacts from the current motel operation that will
continue if no environmental analysis is performed and mitigation measures are .imposed. The
Categorical Exemption is the incorrect environmental document for this project and should not be
used to make this decision on the conditional use application.

Burden of Proof Statement

The applicant is not genuine in his response to the statements in the Burden of Proof supplement to
the Conditional Use application. Consequently, the applicant can be expected to operate the motel
~in a less than genuine manner. Such an approach to operating a business in this community will
adversely impact us all. ' : '

The cont/nued use of the motel w:II adversely- affect the health, peace, comfort or welfare of
persons residing or working in the surroundmg area.

As mentioned earlier, the motel operates as a shelter and affects the peace, comfort or welfare of
persons residing or working in'the surrounding area. Emergency shelter patrons routinely leave the
motel with little or no money and are observed asking for money from the patrons. of the nearby
_businesses. Area residents are made uncomfortable by the motel patrons and their behavior when
refusal to give money. The surrounding community is discouraged from participating in the
neighborhood commercial district because of the presence of the patrons of the motel.

On the property, the appearance and:functional obsolescence diminishes the sense of pride that is
embraced among the area residents and workers and visitors to the area. The swimming pool does
not function as it has been drained -and unused for many years (See Figure 4). The exterior
perimeter of the buﬂdlng has not been adequately malntalned or upgraded In addltlon to the broken
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elevator, several indoors and outdoors lights were observed broken or missing; peeling paint, very
worn carpet and trash cans in the hallway were observed. (See Figure 6,7 & 8). The motel is not
consistent with mandates of the American with Disabilities Act (AD) which requires access for the
handicapped and others. The wall-unit air conditioners appear to be the original units, which are not
compliant with energy saving policies. The motel sign extends .into the public sidewalk and
represent -a health. and safety hazards for users of the sidewalk.(See Figure 9) Members of our
organization observed the functional obsolescence of the motel, its poor maintenance and
appearance regularly as they travel to and from their homes and place of work. The motel detracts
from high quality of life the community strives to maintain.

These are just a few comments from a casual observation when the site was visited, but-much
more could easily be revealed with a thorough inspection.

The continued use will be materially detrimental to the use, enjoyment or valuation of property of
other persons located in the vicinity of the site

The Windsor Hills/View Park neighborhood commercial district relies on the synergy of various
businesses ‘in the vicinity to be successful and the Jet Inn Motel has been detrimental to the
synergy of neighborhood commercial district. Beyond the operating primarily as an emergency
shelter facility (and secondarily as a hourly motel for prostitution), the Jet Inn Motel fails to attract
any customers from outside of the community such as those travelers to Los Angeles or visitors to
the surrounding Windsor Hills, View Park or'Ladera Heights communities. The adjacent restaurants
east of the motel, such as Simply Wholesome, do not benefit from the primary use of the motel as a
shelter and neither does the La Louisianne. The church across the street does to benefit from the
motel operation and the site of the former carwash is also adversely impacted by the limited number
of motel guests with vehicles. The continued use of the motel with its questionable operation,
functional obsolescence and poorly maintained facility will be detrimental to the use, enjoyment or
valuation of property of others within the same vicinity.

The continued use of the motel would Jjeopardize, endanger or otherwise constitute-a menace to
the public health, safety or general welfare of the persons living or working in the community.

As mentioned above the motel operates primarily as an emergency shelter, secondarily as a place
of prostitution and its continued operation will likely continue to be a problem for the community and
for the County of Los Angeles. As stated in the application, cosmetic renovations are being
performed to attract more visitors or users of the emergency shelters. However, no functional or
technical |mprovements are being proposed that would enhance the motel's operation to attract
visitors from the ‘Los Angeles region or beyond. No statements regarding the repair of the pool,
elevator, or carpet have been made. There is no indication of upgrades to improve energy
efficiencies with newer windows, improvement air conditioning units, or water saving devices. No
discussions about improved technology, improved efficiencies, or improved accommodations. The
sign in the front the building continues advertise “Color RCA” televisions, when today’s travelers are
seeking cable channels, free wi-fi access, smoke-free rooms, pool and spa, fithess facilities and
many more amenities. Since the proposed improvements are cosmetic, it seems the continued
operation will likely be a menace to the publlc safety and general welfare for this community and for
the County of Los Angeles.
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The United Homeowners Association respectfully requests that the Regional Planning Commission
DENY the application for a conditional use permit for the continued use of the Jet Inn Motel, as it is
evident that it would continue to be a menace to our community. Also, we respectfully request that
the Regional Planning Commission take the necessary and appropriate steps to close the Jet Inn
Motel operation once and for all.

Regards,

A~ ﬁ
Theodore L. |
President

Cc: Dan Rosenfeld, Senior Deputy for Economic Development, Sustainability and Mobility
Erin Stennis, Deputy to Second District Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas
Troy Green, Vice President United Homeowners Association
Land Use Process Action Committee
Ronni Cooper, President LHCA
Allan Boodnick, Vice President LHCA

Aftachments:

Motel Voucher Resource Directory 2010
Photos
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LIVE UNITED RS

70 CREATE PATHIWAYS OUT OF POVERTY _ Emergency Food and Shelter Program
Los Angeles Local Board

HOTEL/MOTEL LISTING
2010

~ ¢fo United Way of Greater Los Angeles
1150 S. Olive Street, Suite T500
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Tel. 213.808.6220
Fax. 213.808.6532

www.losangelesefsp.org

e
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MOTEL/MOTEL VOUCHER RESOURCE DIRECTORY

Prepared by: Los Angeles County Emergency Food & Shelter Program Local Board
C/O United Way of Greater Los Angeles
1150 8. Olive St., Suite T500
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Tel: - (213) 808-6610
Fax: = (213) 808-6532

Elizabeth Heger, EFSP Director
Kelly L. Fitzgerald, EFSP Program Associate
Pamela Wright, EFSP Program Associate

Published: . Spring 2010

It is permissible to reproduce material contained herein, with attribution to the Los Angeles
Gounty Emergency Food.& Shelter Program l.ocal Board. Reproduction Is encouraged.
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Hollywood Inn Express South -| 141 N. Alvarado St. Los Angeles 90026 (213) 413-6699
Hollywood Stars Inn 5345 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles 90027 (323) 462-0062
JetTon - 4542 W. Slauson Ave. Los Angeles. - | 90043 (323) 778-7575
i -~ S imialioomiiliiorminliirotmm— S00a4 felsdeus
Las Palmas Motel 7913 S. Main Street Los Angeles 90003 (323) 753-8120
- Little Tokyo Hotel -327 ¥ Fast First Street Los Angeles 90012 (213) 617-0128
Madison Hotel 223E, "%t Los Angeles 90014 (213) 622-1508 -
Mayfair Hotel 1256 W. 7" St. Los Angeles 90017 (213) 484-9789
Motel De Ville 1123 W. 7" St. Los Angeles 190017 | (213) 624-8474
Orchid Hotel 10720 S. Figueroa Street Los Angeles 90061 (323) 242-8181
Paradise Inn 10621 Vermont Ave. __| Los Angeles 90044 (323) 750-8424
Paradise Motel 11750 W. Washington Blvd | Los Angeles 90066 (310)390-4044
Quality Inn & Suites 1901 W. Olympic Blvd. Los Angeles 90006 (213) 385-7141
RelaxInn. 1269 S. La Brea Ave. Los Angeles -1 90019 (323) 939-3772
Royal Oak Inn 7110 S. Vermont Ave. Los Angeles 90044 (323) 750-8424
Royal Pagoda Motel 995 N. Broadway’ Los Angeles 90012 | (213)617-3077
Santa Barbara Motel 1758 W. MLK Blvd. - Los Angeles 90062 (323) 296-2576
Safe Haven 2501 Fast 113" Street Los Angeles 1 90003 {323)567-1253
Stiliwell Hotel | 838 S. Grand Ave, Los Angeles 1 90017 (213) 627-1151
Stewart Hotel 718 S. Union Ave. Los Angeles 90057 (213)413-8100
Travelodge 1401 N. Vermont Ave, Los-Angeles 90027 {323) 665-0879
Vernon Motel 451 E. Vernon Ave. Los Angeles 90011 | (323)233-4989
Yorkshire Apartments & 710'S. Broadway Street | Los Angeles 90014 | (213)612-0348
Lynwood
Clover Motel | 12429 Long Beach Blvd. | Lynwood _ [ 90262 ] (310)637-5753
Monterey Park
Com-On Inn- [ 1560 Monterey Pass Rd. .~ | Monterey Park | 91754 - | (323) 263-9888
Norwalk
Best Western [ 10902 Firestone Blvd. Norwalk [ 90650 [ (562) 929-8831
, , Palmdale s j :
E-Z 8 Motsl 430 West Palmdale Blvd, . | Palmdale - - - | 93550 | (661) 273-6400
Malhi’s Inn 217 E. Palmdale Blvd., Palmdale 193551 (661) 273-5106
Motel 6 407 W, Palmdale Blvd. Palmdale 93551 (661) 272-0660 -
Pasadena
Best Western 2156 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena 91107 (626) 793-9339
Pasadena Travelodge 2131 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena 91107 (626) 797-2402
Siesta Inn Motel 2855 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena 91107 (626) 795-2017
Swiss Lodge 2800 E. Colorada Blvd. Pasadena 91107 (626) 449-1122
| Vagabond Inn 1203 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena 91106 . | (626) 449-3170
‘West Way Inn 1 1599 E. Colorado Blvd, Pasadena 91106 | (626) 304-9768
S o Pico Rivera T
| 6623 Rosemead Blvd, | Pico Rivera [ 90660 | (877) 747-8713

Angels Motel
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Figure 1 Front Elevation

Figure 2 Street / Landscaping
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Figure 3 Aluminum Windows

il 3

Figure 4 Broken Swimming Pool
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Figure 5 Daily Rates advertised

Figure 6 Trash Cans in the Hallway
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Figure 7 Soiled laundry in hall floor

Figure 8 Broken Elevator
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Figure 9 Sign extended over the sidevs;alk



Glaser, Rob

From: Sally Hampton [sallyhampton11@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 22, 2010 10:17 PM

To: Glaser, Rob

Cc: ' "Toni-M. Tabor'; 'Jeff Dannels'; 'Gless Gary'
Subject: comments for Jet Inn hearing tomorrow
Importance: High

Hi Rob,

Unfortunately, I may not be able to attend the hearing tomorrow due to work. However, my neighbor and
block club president, Toni Tabor will be present with a few others from our community. I am also aware that
our UHA Interim Board Vice President has submitted a letter to you.

If you would be so kind to allow my comments to be read into the record if I cannot be there, I would
appreciate it.

I am a 30 year resident of Windsor Hills/View Park and live within 500 feet of the Jet Inn Motel.

I applaud the planning department for making efforts to help address the Jet Inn Motel, which has been a long
time problem business and blighted. property. We hope the conditions placed on the Jet Inn are just the
beginning of a long overdue major overhaul of the Slauson Corridor east of Fairfax to Crenshaw. We wish to

work with your department to ensure the surrounding commercial area is safe, provides needed services and
reflects the value and beauty of our homes.

Thank you again for helping our residents protect and improve our community.
Respectfully,

Sally Hampton



