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The applicants, Mr. Steven Mason and Ms. Nadine Chim, applied for a Yard 
Modification Request for retroactive approval to modify the required building setbacks 
for an addition to an existing single-family residence pursuant to Los Angeles County 
Code Section 22.48.180 (RPP 200801286).  The applicant requested a reduction of the 
side yard setback from the required five feet to 1.68 feet at the closest point, a reduction 
in the rear yard setback from the required 15 feet to approximately 12 feet, and an 
increase in allowable fence height along the rear property line to seven feet instead of 
the maximum allowable six feet.  This Yard Modification Request was considered by the 
Director of the Department of Regional Planning and was denied on August 13, 2009.  
The applicants appealed the Director’s denial to the Regional Planning Commission 
("RPC"). 
 
This case has been continued from the hearings on February 17, 2010, May 19, 2010 
and May 18, 2011.  Because only three Commissioners were present on May 18, 2011 
when this case was voted on by the Commission, and since the voting was not 
unanimous, the case had to be continued. 
 
The Commission requested that research be done to find out whether any other Yard 
Modifications or Variances for setbacks have been granted in the area.  The applicant 



has not provided any addresses of properties in the area with nonconforming setbacks.  
Regional Planning staff has checked its records for any previous Yard Modifications or 
Variances within 500 feet of the subject property.  No records of any Yard Modifications 
or Variances have been found within this area. 
 
The attached findings have been revised to reflect additional information provided by 
Building and Safety since the last findings were prepared.  Building and Safety has 
stated that if the Yard Modification is granted that they will allow the applicant to 
maintain the addition to the residence, although it would have to be modified to comply 
with Building Code requirements.  Refer to item 22 of the attached revised findings for 
details.     
 
Regional Planning staff does not believe that the Yard Modification request satisfies the 
burden of proof requirements set forth in the County Zoning Code.  Therefore, Regional 
Planning staff's recommendation remains the same, which is to deny the appeal and 
uphold the Director’s denial of the Yard Modification request.                    
 
Please find attached the revised findings for this project. 
 
 
SUGGESTED MOTION  
“I MOVE THAT THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION CLOSE THE PUBLIC 
HEARING, DENY THE APPEAL, AND UPHOLD THE DENIAL OF YARD 
MODIFICATION REQUEST RPP 200801286 SUBJECT TO THE ATTACHED 
FINDINGS.” 
 
 
RC 
 
 


