November 10, 2009

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
Attn: Donald Kress

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Project No: PM070971-(5)
Tentative Parcel Map No. 070971
Qak Tree Permit Case No. 200900003
2748 Frances Ave, La Crescenta

Dear Mr. Kress,

We reside at 2757 Frances Ave., the property directly across the street from the subject
Project, and have lived at this address for the past 25 years. We are deeply concerned
with Project No. PM070971 proposed plan to remove two large oak trees and to encroach
on the protected zone of nine additional oak trees. As the map provided at the La Canada
Library does not distinguish individual trees by number, we are additionally concerned
that public members have no way of knowing exactly which trees are subject to removal
and/or encroachment including possible negative actions to an oak tree measuring 40” at
4.5’ above ground which a member of your team, Joshua Huntington indicated to us
meets the criteria to be declared a heritage oak.

Until 2006, the subject parcel was part of a larger tract of land that incorporated one
residence and several oak and other native trees. After this tract was sold and initially
subdivided, two oak trees were cut down. The proposed plan that calls for subdivision of
the larger of these two tracts now requests permission to remove two additional oak trees
and allow encroachment into the protected zone of all remaining oak trees on the
property. We believe that this Project Plan will have significant negative impacts on the
historical, aesthetic, and environmental value these large coast live oaks (Quercus
agrifolia) contribute to our neighborhood and to our community.

We built our residence on a similar (8,200sf) sized lot approximately 20 years ago and
were able to design a house that did not impact the two large oak trees that had existed on
the property for many years. As such, it is very troubling to us that a competent builder
cannot design a project that does not require the removal of two more oak trees (in
addition to the two already removed) and the encroachment on all the other oak trees on
the parcel. The sole motivation of the builder seems to be to maximize profit potential at
the expense of the local environment and neighborhood.

La Crescenta is located in an oak woodland habitat and as a community it is defined by
its oak trees. These trees, endemic to the region as a whole, have existed here far longer
than any human inhabitants, It is clear that early residents of La Crescenta valued these
trees to such an extent that they planted additional oaks along most streets including La
Crescenta Avenue. The removal of two more oak trees from the neighborhood and the



possible negative impacts to nine other oak trees without the evaluation of alternative
plans with less adverse impacts is unacceptable to us as local residents and should be

unacceptable to our governmental representatives as well. We adamantly oppose any
action that leads to the real or potential risk to any oak trees on the property located at
2748 Frances Ave., LaCrescenta (parcel map 070971).

Sincerely,

T L S /
B YT Keateni D Maiheg,
D. Patrick Hartney ,'/ Kristine B. Hartney
2757 Frances Ave.

La Crescenta, CA 91214



JANICE L. MELHORN
2848 FRANCES AVENUE ¢ LA CRESCENTA, CA 91214
PHONE 818 541 1451 FAX 818 541 1453

November 6, 2009

Department of Regional Planning
attn: Donald Kress

320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, AC 90012

Dear Mr. Kress:

PROJECT NO. PM070971

TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP NO. 070971

OAK TREE PERMIT CASE NO. 200900003
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CASE NO. 200900002

Please do not allow these old growth neighborhood native oak trees to be damaged or
removed.

We are already on water-rationing and cannot afford to lose any more drought tolerant
natives.

We have lost much local native vegetation in the recent Station Fire and cannot afford to
lose more of these protected trees.

There is PLENTY of room to build on this large iot without removing or damaging the
oak trees. They should be considered an asset on the building site.

Thank you for your consideration.
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