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August 16, 2017 

 
TO:  Doug Smith, Chair                                                                                                  

David W. Louie, Vice Chair 
Laura Shell, Commissioner 

  Elvin W. Moon, Commissioner                
Pat Modugno, Commissioner 

 
FROM:  Richard Marshalian, Regional Planner 

Community Studies North Section 
 
SUBJECT:      BAN ON DRIVE-THROUGH ESTABLISHMENTS IN ACTON CSD 
  PROJECT NO. 2017005014-(5)  

ADVANCE PLANNING NO. RPPL2017007836                                                                                          
August 16, 2017 – AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

 
BACKGROUND 
Due to an increasing number of new businesses applying for permits to operate drive-
through services within the community of Acton, on July 5, 2016, the Los Angeles County 
(County) Board of Supervisors (Board) passed a motion directing the Director of Planning 
to pursue an amendment to the Acton CSD to preclude all new drive-throughs within the 
Acton CSD. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Attached for your consideration is additional public comments received after the initial 
staff memo. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that your Commission close the public hearing, and recommend to the 
Board approval of the amendment to the Acton CSD.  
 
I MOVE THAT THE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION CLOSE THE PUBLIC 
HEARING, AND RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL 
OF THE AMENDMENT TO THE ACTON COMMUNITY STANDARDS DISTRICT.  
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Attachment 1: Correspondence Received 
 
 









 

         August 14, 2017 

 

Regional Planning Commission         
County of Los Angeles  
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Electronic Copy Submitted to RRuiz@planning.lacounty.gov 
 
Subject:  Comments in Support of Project 2017005014-(5) 
Reference:  Regional Planning Commission Hearing August 16, 2017, Agenda Item #5 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
 
My name is Kelly Teno, my husband Roger Teno and I are 25 year residents of Acton.  I’m 
writing you today to let you know of my support for the proposed amendment to the Acton 
Community Standards District.  We moved to Acton to live in a small town atmosphere and to 
raise our five children.  Most of the people we have met over the last twenty- five years moved 
to Acton for pretty much the same reasons we did.  My husband and I have always been very 
involved in our community.  We have worked with different groups in different capacities to 
ensure Acton keeps its same rural character.  
 
 We have seen many changes over the years.  The biggest change being the amount of traffic 
coming through on the 14 Freeway and Sierra Highway.  The Antelope Valley Area Plan gives 
Acton some protection against high intensity freeway serving businesses. The following is this 
excerpt from Acton’s portion of the plan: “The intent of these designations is to allow low-
intensity local commercial uses that serve community residents and to prohibit high-intensity 
regional commercial uses that serve travelers along State Route 14.”  We feel that this 
proposed amendment only strengthens and clarifies that language.   My husband and I don’t 
feel that it stops growth but encourages community serving businesses.  
  
We are tired of developers coming and asking Acton to change its standards for them when 
instead they should be fitting to our standards.  We have sat in many meetings where 
developers have said that the commercial land near Crown Valley and the 14 Freeway is prime 
real estate.  They say that fast food establishments with drive throughs make the most sense 
because of being so close to the freeway and the population of Acton is just not large enough.  
So again the language in this proposed amendment to the Acton CSD will only strengthen and 
clarify the language in the Antelope Valley Area Plan, there to protect Acton.  
 



We did a little research and have found several communities all over California and the United 
States that have put bans on drive throughs in the past twenty years. So we don’t feel we are 
out of the ordinary in asking you to support this change.   We feel that since this proposed 
amendment to the Acton Community Standards District was a directive from the Board of 
Supervisors, the only question that should be raised is if the language is satisfactory to Acton. 
We have to say the majority of the people we have spoken to support the change as we do. 
 Thank You so much for your consideration of our comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
Roger and Kelly Teno 
35256 Shannondale Rd 
Acton, CA 93510 
 
 



Geralyn Vander Vis
PO Box 496
Acton, CA 93510
(661) 269-8212
gavandervis@gmail.com

August 15, 2017

Dear Supervisor Kathryn Barger,

ACTON CSD UPDATE - RESTAURANT DRIVE-THRU PROHIBITION

Project No. R2017-005014-(5) / Advance Planning Case No. RPPL2017007836

I am a long time resident of Acton and I strongly oppose the update to the Acton Community Standards District which would prohibit restaurants from having a drive-thru.

Your Board of Supervisors has established some wonderful priorities that you are working diligently to accomplish.  You have made it a priority to address the needs of an aging population.  You 
have made it a priority to encourage economic development.

Allowing this change into the Acton Community Standards District is a step in the wrong direction for those priorities.  Passing this amendment hinders the ability for businesses to make life 
easier for the disabled,  an aging population, and a mom with a car full of kids.  It would be another impediment to establishing a business in the area.  And since there would be less local 
economic development, it would force people, especially young people, to find employment farther in the Antelope Valley necessitating the use of a car instead of a bicycle.  Contrary to what was 
mentioned at the previous Regional Planning Commission meeting, having a business take valuable employee time to hand deliver a purchase to your car is NOT a viable option.  That's why so 
few businesses offer that service!

As I mentioned in my letter to you last month, I implore you to direct the Department of Regional Planning and the Regional Planning Commission at the scheduled August 16 hearing to deny or 
drop the proposed amendment/update to the Acton CSD.  Not doing so will:

Cause unnecessary hardships to the physically impaired and elderly

Limit choice to the residents and visitors of Acton

Prevent additional employment opportunities for our young people of Acton that are just starting out

Prevent new dining businesses from establishing in Acton due to unnecessary and burdensome restrictions and from the “not in my backyard” few residents

Thank you for listening and I look forward to more convenient dining choices in Acton.

Sincerely,

Geralyn Vander Vis

cc:

Richard Bruckner, Director of Regional Planning

Richard Marshalian, Regional Planner, Community Studies North Section
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