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Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS)—Non-Commercial and

Temporary Meteorological Tower Information Sheet and Checklist
Los Angeles County Code 22.52.1600 provides a uniform and comprehensive set of standards, conditions, and procedures for the placement of noncommercial wind energy conversion systems (WECS-N) and temporary meteorological towers (Temp Met Towers) on agriculturally and residentially zoned lots in unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County.  The definition of “on-site” use means electricity will be used on the subject property and not sold for use elsewhere.  If the property is to be used for agriculture use, a single-family residence is not required on the subject property.  However, the applicant should provide the function of the turbine (i.e. powering a generator for landscaping, crops, etc.).
This application and process provides the County the opportunity to review the proposed WECS-N to ensure all applications meet the existing codes and regulations.  The Director will review each application on a discretionary basis, using the minor conditional use permit with notice procedures.  If at least two written requests for a public hearing are received from the public and/or the burden of proof is not met, the application shall be denied.  The applicant may then request a public hearing with submittal of the additional hearing fee and project materials.
An appointment is required to submit the application. Please call (213) 974-6438 to schedule.  Incomplete applications will not be accepted.   A WECS-N application may be submitted in two steps; however, the initial application must include the following:  
I.  Initial Submittal

1. Fees (cash, check, or money order only). Make checks payable to Los Angeles County.

2. Wind Energy Conversion System – Noncommercial (WECS-N) Application (completely filled out).
3. Copy of the USGS Quad Sheet or a copy of the Thomas Guide page (with the site highlighted).
4. One set of plans depicting the location of the proposed WECS-N or Temp Met Tower, location and distance to all existing structures, and elevations of the proposed WECS-N or Temp Met Tower.  All plans must be to scale, minimum scale of 1”=10’ or 20’ or 1/8” or 1/16” = 1’, on paper approximately 2’ x 4’ in size.  This set must be stapled and folded to fit into an 8 ½” X 14” folder.  Depict all onsite and offsite oak trees on the plans (see oak tree diagram attachment for instructions).
5. One digital copy of plans on CD, PDF format.  Label CD with address or APN.  
6. WECS-N manufacturer’s brochure and specifications sheet with tower height, rotor dimensions or blade 
lengths, tie-down information, and other specifications OR one set of elevations.

7. At least six (6) different printed color photographs (no aerial photos) of the entire subject property AND area proposed for development within the property.  Include a photo key and location of subject photos.
8. Burden of Proof.  In addition to the burden of proof listed within Section 22.56.090 of the Zoning Ordinance, explain how this request addresses the State’s goals for renewable energy.
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II. Second Submittal

Items required after Initial Submittal, staff review, and advertisement of the request (without a public hearing).

1. Environmental Assessment Fee (if determined necessary by your case planner).

2. Four (4) sets of final plans, and grading plan, if applicable, in substantial conformance to the plans submitted per Item No. 7 in the Initial Submittal and in accordance with Section 22.52.160 Development Standards for WECS-N and Temp Met Towers.  All plans must be to scale, minimum scale of 1” = 10’ or 20’ or 1/8” or 1/16” = 1’.   Each set must be stapled and folded separately to fit into an 8 ½” X 14” folder.
3. One digital copy of final plans on CD, PDF format.  Label CD with address or APN.  
4. Four (4) sets of manufacture’s brochures or elevations in substantial conformance to the information submitted per Item No. 7 in the Initial Submittal.

5. Licensed engineer’s safety and performance certification:

· WECS-N - certifying that the facility is of a model approved by the California Energy Commission          Emerging Renewable Fund or certified by a national program recognized by the State.

6. Manufacturer’s warranty:

· WECS-N - copy of warranty for wind turbine generator with at least 5 years remaining as of filing date.

7. Evidence of One Year Reliable Operation:  
· WECS-N - substantiates evidence for one year of reliable operation of the proposed model at 12 mph wind levels.

Planning for the Challenges Ahead
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