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memorandum

date March 10, 2015
to Patti Costa, Sunshine Canyon Landfill
from Greg Ainsworth, Consulting Biologist

subject  Bird Nest Survey Results for the Phase 1 Bypass Road, Sunshine Canyon Landfill, Sylmar, CA

On February 13, 2015, between the hours of 0630 and 0830, biologist Greg Ainsworth conducted a focused
nesting bird survey near the Landfill’s entrance at the Phase 1 Bypass Road project. The survey area consisted of
the south-side of Sunshine Canyon Road, between Macson Oil Company Road and the equipment storage area
located approximately 550 yards to the west. The survey area included the toe of a northerly-facing slope and all
areas approximately 300-500 feet upslope. This area had been previously disturbed by vegetation clearance
conducted by the Landfill and was surveyed for bird nests previously by Greg Ainsworth on April 22, 2014.
Weather conditions during the survey on February 13 consisted of clear skies, light winds, and mild temperatures
between 60-65 degrees F. During the survey, all visual and audible observations of bird species and their behavior
were noted by observing birds with (and without) binoculars from several fixed locations. The vegetation in the
survey area generally consists of non-native grasses and forbes, and scattered resprouts of coast live oak, pine and
blue gum eucalyptus trees, as well as a few native shrub species such as laurel sumac.

No breeding activity or active bird nests were observed during the survey. Special attention was afforded to an
old barn owl (7Tyto alba) nest located on a cliff face, approximately 100 feet to the east of the equipment storage
area. Nest material is present, but no sign of active nesting activities was observed, such as feathers or excrement
below the nest, and no owls were observed on or near the nest after an approximate 45-minute inspection from the
north-side of Sunshine Canyon Road.

Several birds were observed in the general area during the assessment; however, few were observed actually on
the ground or within the vegetation in the survey area. Species that were observed either flying above or foraging
in an around the general area included (in no particular order): American goldfinch (Spinus tristis), American
crow (Corvus brachyrhvnchos), European starling (Sturnus vulgaris), black phoebe (Savornis nigricans), Anna’s
hummingbird (Calypte anna), northern rough-winged swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis), barn swallow
(Hirundo rustica) and house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus).

Recommendations

The emergent shrub, remaining trees and grassland areas within the Phase 1 Bypass Road location provides
suitable nesting habitat for song birds and barn owls could return to nest within along the cliff face where an old
nest is located. Therefore, it should be assumed that birds will begin to nest in the project area during the month of
March, and potentially through August. It is recommended that a second preconstruction survey for bird nests be
conducted if more than 30 days lapses between the time of the survey and vegetation clearing activities. Many



birds can construct a nest within 5 days; therefore, it is recommended that the next survey be conducted within no
more than 5 days prior to ground disturbing activities.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the contents of this memorandum, please do not hesitate to
contact me at (818) 564-5544 or at AinsworthEnv@gmail.com.

Sincerely,

Y e =

Greg Ainsworth
Biologist / Certified Arborist (ISA Cert # WE-7473A)
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DEPARTMENT OF

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
CITY PLANNING CI l Y OF LOS ANGELES 200 N. SPRING STREET, ROOM 525
CALIFORNIA Los ANGELES, CA 90012-4801

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
DIRECTOR

(213) 978-1271

LISA M. WEBBER, AICP
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
DAVID H. J. AMBROZ
PRESIDENT

RENEE DAKE WILSON
VICE-PRESIDENT
ROBERT L. AHN (213)978-1274
MARIA CABILDO
CAROLINE CHOE DE S JAN ZATORSKI
RICHARD KATZ DEPUTY DIRECTOR

JOHN W. MACK (213)978-1273
DANA M. PERLMAN ERIC GARCETTI
MARTA SEGURA MAYOR FAX: (213) 978-1275
JAMES K. WILLIAMS
COMMISSION EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT Ii INFORMATION

(213) 978-1300 http://planning.lacity.org

March 4, 2015

Rob Sherman

General Manager

Republic Services, Inc.
14747 San Fernando Road
Sylmar, CA 91342

NEW VAPOR ORDER CONTROL SYSTEM IN 100-ACRE BUFFER ZONE
Dear Mr. Rob Sherman,

This letter is in response to your letter dated January 12, 2015 regarding the placement
and installation of the new vapor odor control system within the 100+ acre buffer area.
This letter also addresses certain comments contained in Mr. Wayde Hunter’s letter dated
January 14, 2015, relative to tree planting and other activities, including the vapor odor
control system on and around the buffer area.

The property in question is described as Parcel 15 of Los Angeles County Assessor's
Parcel Map No. 2601-011-015, and is also legally described in the City’s records as: Tract
10422 (Map Book Reference 157-38/44); Fraction of Lot 9: Arb 2 (Lot Cut Reference No.).
The total amount of land as described by the County is approximately 122 acres. City of
Los Angeles records indicate that the parcel contains 5,202,370.8 square feet of land, or
119.43 acres (It should be noted that County Parcel Maps are not always accurate and
include disclaimers to this fact).

The subject property is also located over an active oil field which is part of the larger 733-
acre Non-urbanized Oil District (Oil District No. 77 - Cascades Oil Field). The Los Angeles
City Council established the 733-acre oilfield under Ordinance No. 103,650 on July 26,
1954, allowing the drilling and production of oil, gas, and other hydrocarbon substances
across the entire oil field, subject to specific conditions. Zoning Administrator Case No.
ZA 13154, dated August 1954, authorized the recovery of petroleum and other
hydrocarbon substances over the entire subject site (also known as the Mission Visco
Semi-Controlled Drill Site).

Currently, oil drilling activities occurring on the subject site include the operation of
devices such as oilwell rod pumps, piping, hydrocarbon gas separators and other gas
collection systems, oil tanks, various other conspicuous apparatus, and an access road
that traverses the entire 100+ buffer area.
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The 20 acres mentioned in Mr. Hunter’s letter is part of the entire acreage of Browning
Ferris Industries, Inc. (BFI)/Republic’'s ownership of the parcel described supra, which
includes the 100+ acre buffer area and oil drilling site. “20 acres” is also mentioned in the
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) on page 147 as it relates to an area originally
designated as a 120 acre buffer zone.

The DEIR states:
‘A 100+ acre area of the project site, located southeast of the existing City
landfill, will be set aside by the applicant for a nature preserve. This is part of
the 120 acres that were originally designated as a buffer zone. Approximately
20 of the 120 acres are used for energy-related activities. The area will be left
in its natural state and serve as a buffer between the landfill operator and other
properties.”

What is relevant about the 20 acre portion of the site is also discussed in Zoning
Administrator Case Nos., ZA 13154, ZA 1988-1148(ZV)(PA3) and ZA 1988-1148-ZV-
PA3-1A (Appeal upheld by the Area Planning Commission on November 30, 2012), as it
pertains to the use of the property for petroleum recovery or “energy-related activities” as
described in the DEIR. Similarly relevant, is that the oil drilling activities occur within a 20
acre portion of the 100+ acre buffer area. In addition, the following Condition and
Mitigation Measures are also relevant to this discussion:

[Q] Condition No. B.2.e states:
“The permittee shall not operate a landfill in the area which is subject of this
rezoning until the open space which was identified as a mitigation measure
in the County FEIR (including East Canyon and Bee Canyon) is open and
accessible to the public, as determined by the Director of Planning (except
on the lands where the County has not completed its eminent domain and the
100-acre “working” buffer area south of the City Landfill).”

Mitigation Measure No. 86 States:
“Maintain and enhance the 100x acre open space buffer area in the southern
portion of the site by implementing revegtation [sic] programs in conjunction
with onsite programs.”

Mitigation Measure No. 74 states:
“Mitigation tree planting shall occur within the 100+ acre open space buffer
area located south of the existing inactive landfill. Appropriate planting
locations shall be selected within the buffer area based on soil type,
steepness of the slope, and aspect (i.e., location and or direction of the sun).”

Mitigation Measure Nos. 75 through 81 all describe various devices and activities
associated with tree planting and revegetation efforts within the buffer area.

Itis clear that the City's determination establishing the City’s [Q] Conditions and Mitigation
Measures do not prohibit all activities or ancillary uses on the subject site. Otherwise,
tree planting and associated irrigation systems, roads, and energy production activities
would have been explicitly prohibited in the City’s land use determination. Only those
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conditions memorialized in the City’s [Q] Conditions and established zoning regulations
are binding with regards to the use of the subject property. Additionally, since oil drilling
activities have been ongoing at this site since at least 1955, it can be concluded that those
activities were considered when the City issued its land use determination for the landfill
and similar oil drilling approvals under the Zoning Administrator’s actions.

In conclusion, the placement and use of the vapor odor control system is part of the
required odor abatement efforts that are mandated by local and regional enforcement
agencies. This is consistent with the intent of the City’s land use determination. We also
understand that Republic Services has agreed to camouflage the system’s components
to minimize its visibility from the surrounding community.

Sincerely,

Lisa Webber, AICP
Deputy Director

ks Bl

Nicholas Hendricks
City Planner

LW:NH

cc.  Honorable Mayor Eric Garcetti
Honorable Councilmember Mitchell Englander, 12 District
Nicole Bernson, Deputy Chief of Staff, 12" District
Jon Sanabria, Deputy Director, Los Angeles County Regional Planning
Dave Thompson, City of Los Angeles Local Enforcement Agency
Ly Lam, Senior Management Analyst, Department of City Planning
Mohsen Nasemi, South Coast Air Quality Management District
Maria Masis, Los Angeles County Regional Planning
Iris Chi, Los Angeles County Regional Planning
Sunshine Canyon Landfill Community Advisory Committee (Wayde Hunter)







20€EP V DITCH
/T LINER

TYPICAL BENCH WITH INLEY 8 OVERSIDE DRA

WO SCALE % e

SEDAOCK

2' DEEP'V'DITER
WITH LINER

27C8P INLET o/ TRAGN RACK

TYPICAL CUT SLOPE WITH INLET 8 OVERSIDE DRAIN/ 4\
: B oA

W0 STALE e

\ \GA§ RECOVERY FAcun(*

iy

S

o i
EXISTING LANDFILL

|

NERAL PROPERTY BOUNDARY 325







‘ou| ‘sdey siayjolg sewoy (0) WybuAdoD sypang

$ i R— LAl
; 6 171441307 € 6c¢ka8ce # Nid
uAI-th m " aoedg uadQ ‘Jelisnpu| AnesH :ue|d |eidusK) BUON 00|g SL0LLOL092 :NdV
* O-+-LY ‘O-+-€N[D][1] :buluoz ggr0 L Y1 el paulepun :ssaippy

M B e
= 3 A ; o L i g A 5 il &

eoaly Jayng 810y 001 D

Buluue|d AuD Jo wuswuedaq G10e/ee/10 OYH(QO-10J0D eubIia L 10¢

sa|abuy so7 Jo AlD N®L< L@h..—.q—m I—ow

1




Attachment D



—

€200 7102
ON 1D3roNd

[4

‘ON OMa

(NOISIAZY AIAUNS GL0Z NVI) ¥O3A 0044

NY1d 3ON3ND3S 1714 §102
VINHOHITVO "UYWIAS
TH4ANYT NOANYO INIHSNNS

S3JINH3S

oI7and3yd

&

82z 3LINS
133HLS LSYI4 M 052

b

S3ILVIDOSSYV

01-099

>

N

N = ,."
NI ERE
PSESEEL X XS
fW§“H§E
;.

o
ST

ONIAIAYNS ANV 3IDVNNIA A8 AFAHNS ANNOHD §H0Z NVI A8 IINIFWIIddNS TYIIY HIJOOD AB AFAYNS WINAY v10Z ‘2L HOMYA NO A3SvE Q3LVOIONI JWNT0A 30VdSHIV
SNLYLS ONIMVHA

s

/ ”}’

Qx@ﬁ.m a3

FARURS

S
R RHRRRIKS
/ A4 s3yov wn V’b
/ 005\‘)‘\»-4“\“”\\@\“

‘.«O‘)w 0 o\ﬂ-

9

3SOY!

=

|
| KX %X A
/7] BRI

20500\

7 RERRRRES

£ RKRRELSS
SEBA

bt

ey Ag WOCK = SI0Z '9i SON BapTI90I0 (Kewins uop sy Ass) LORDINBYLOD O8] 00LI ZAYE=00 Oid I\ FWOid ity SI0Z\BuuOid its\uaKuUeD susuns\Esopms gndey\ Kuewnoog\ meY 0\ LeeN\ O




