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PROJECT DESCRIPTION (PROJECT) 
The proposed initiative would allow the use of hauled water as a primary and sustainable source of 
potable water for new single-family residential construction and be implemented by an ordinance 
amending the County Code. 
 
CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY 
• Eligible lot must be: 

- An existing legal lot or entitled to a certificate of compliance; 
- Vacant and has never been developed; 
- Larger than 2,000 square feet in size; 
- Outside the boundaries of a public or private water district;  
- Designated with a land use category and zone allowing for development of a single-family 

residence; and 
- Unable to provide potable water through an onsite groundwater well. 

• Parcels potentially meeting criteria: 42,867 parcels covering 340,461 acres (532 square miles). 
 
GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE PARCELS 
All potentially eligible parcels are located within the 5th Supervisorial District. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) CONCLUSIONS 
The EIR evaluated 13 environmental issue areas that were expected to experience significant 
impacts resulting from the Project. The EIR concluded that: 
• Two areas would experience less than significant impacts (Population and Housing, and 

Transportation and Traffic); 
• One area is able to have significant impacts reduced to below the level of significance (Noise); 

and 
• Ten areas would retain the potential for significant and unavoidable impacts (Aesthetics, Air 

Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hydrology and 
Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Public Services, Recreation, and Utilities and Service 
Systems). 

 
The EIR determined that the Project has the potential to result in:  
• Significant and unavoidable impacts to 10 environmental resources; 
• Growth-inducing impacts; and 
• An irreversible and irretrievable commitment of resources (potable water and energy). 
 
PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 
Alternatives considered for the Project did not reduce any impacts to below the level of 
significance, but did reduce the geographic area subject to impacts from the Project. (See chart on 
next page.) 
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Scenario Eligible Parcels Land Area (Acres) 

Proposed Initiative 42,867 340,461.5 

Alternative 1: Parcels greater than 0.5 acres 40,811 340,103.9 

Alternative 2: Parcels greater than 2.5 acres 29,694 319,032.1 

Alternative 3: Parcels located within a 12-minute 
response time 30,605 223,916.4 

Alternative 4: Parcels located within 200 feet of 
an existing road 23,963 238,300.8 

Alternative 5: Parcels 2.5 acres or greater in size, 
parcels located within 200 feet of a road, and 
within a 12-minute response time 

11,001 144,372.5 

Alternative 6: No Project (No Initiative) 0 0 

 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY 
There will not be sufficient water supply for project build-out in 2035 for any weather year scenario 
(average rain year, single-dry year, multiple-dry years), at all development rates. 
 

Table 1. Remaining Supply at Project Build-Out (Acre-Feet per Year) 

 Average Year Single-Dry Year Multiple-Dry Years 

Case 1 (184 permits/yr)              -11,196     -81,884 -46,283 
Case 2 (384 permits/yr)              -14,472    -85,160 -49,559 
Case 3 (2,000 permits/yr)              -43,298    -113,986     -78,385 

 
 
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON DRAFT EIR 
Supporters of the Project include local town councils, local realtors and contractors, and individual 
property owners. 
 
Opponents of the Project include the State Water Resources Control, the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, major water wholesalers, water agencies, environmental groups, a local chamber of 
commerce, and individual property owners. 


