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Generally, landscape design for development in the Santa Monica Mountains (SMM) should 
 Retain and use locally indigenous plants as much as possible,  
 Be designed to use the least amount of irrigation necessary to maintain healthy landscapes,  
 Be designed to provide defensible space in the event of a wildfire.  

 
Use of locally-indigenous plants (plants native to the SMM) is beneficial for the preservation of natural 
habitats, wildlife, and scenic views.  Locally-indigenous plants are adapted to the natural rainfall and 
have adaptations to survive diminished rainfall, so landscapes with SMM natives minimize irrigation 
needs and remain healthy during times of drought.  Irrigation systems can be used in conjunction with 
a native landscape to provide defensible space from wildfire. 
 
NATIVE PLANT LISTS 
Lists of locally-indigenous plants for the SMM that may be used in preparing landscape plans in the 
Santa Monica Mountains are on the ERB webpage under “Plant Lists”:  
http://planning.lacounty.gov/agenda/erb/ 
 
Plants to AVOID are those on the “invasive” list also found on the ERB webpage under “Plant Lists.” 
In addition, plants listed by the California Invasive Plant Council: http://www.cal-ipc.org/paf/ should be 
avoided.  
 
PREPARERS: 
Preparers should be familiar with standards (below) for landscape plans, locally-indigenous plants of 
the SMM, hydrozone principles, and should know plants to avoid (“invasives”). 
 

 Landscape plans are not required to be produced by a certified landscape architect. The Fire 
Department maintains a list of landscape designers who have proved to have the requisite 
knowledge. 
 http://www.fire.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/FuelMod_Consultants01_20121.pdf 
 

 The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) has a certification program for “Landscape 
Designer.”  Persons with this certification will have the requisite knowledge to complete 
adequate landscape plans. http://www.cnps.org/cnps/education/botanist_certification/ 

 
LANDSCAPE PLAN GUIDELINES 
 

 All sheets shall be drawn to scale. Display the north arrow, scale, and all existing and planned 
structure footprints.   
  

 Initially, plans should be submitted in .pdf format, legible when zoomed. DRP and County Fire 
will eventually need full scale plans, approximately 2x3-ft. sheets. 
 

 Show full extent of any re-vegetation (with locally-indigenous plants in Zone C and beyond) 
and landscaping up to all property boundaries.   
 

 The following information should be noted on the landscape plan. All plant-related information 
below is for the biologically-recommended plant palette.  Irrigation may be shown on separate 
sheets. 
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o Show the following Fire Fuel Modification Zones: 

 Zone A:  20 ft. from the outer walls of all structures. Note all irrigation. Plant 
palette preferred is non-invasive ground covers. 

 Zone B:  80 ft. beyond Zone A. Note all irrigation. Plant palette preferred is non-
invasive ground covers, native plants, deep-rooted perennials, some well-spaced 
shrubs and trees. 

 Zone C:  200 ft. from the structure or to property line, or 200 ft. beyond Zone A or 
Zone B, whichever is less. Note all irrigation. Plant palette preferred is mosaic of 
thinned, clumped, native vegetation, pruned on a staggered two to three (2-3) 
year schedule, with clumps adjacent to one another on alternate pruning 
schedules. Planting in Zone C should consist of entirely locally-indigenous, 
drought-tolerant plant species. In preparing Zone C for fuel modification:  

 Retain as many non-sprouting species as possible.  (They usually have a 
single trunk.)  Do not cut off the trunk in pruning, as this kills the plant. 

 Choose multiple-trunked, re-sprouting species for removal over non-
sprouters.  The remaining multi-trunked shrubs should be pruned in a 
staggered, clumped pattern on an alternating schedule, allowing 2-3 years 
between prunings for any one clump.  Re-sprouting species can be 
pruned to near ground level. 

 Note that locally-indigenous plants thinned for fuel modification can be 
chopped up and used as native plant mulch.  SMM native plant mulch is 
not widely available in stores, but through fuel modification, many 
residences have a ready supply. 

 
 Provide a legend for the plant palette with symbols keyed to plants’ common and scientific 

names. Show all existing large plants (native and non-native) and clearly indicate removals, 
existing plants to remain, and additions.  
 

 Provide a legend for the irrigation layout with symbols for irrigation parts.  Show location of 
planned irrigation parts and hydrozones. 
 

 The County invasive list includes flammable native plants marked with “*”.  Native plants 
classed as “flammable” need to be 30-ft. distant horizontally from any structure and 30-ft. 
distant from other flammable native plants. 

 
 Do not prescribe use of insecticides, herbicides, anti-coagulant rodenticides or any toxic 

chemical substance in any native landscape area. Fertilizer or herbicides should not be used 
for soil preparation in native plant areas; amendments such as native plant mulch should be 
used instead. 

 
 Prohibition of rodenticides should be stated on all landscape pages.  Use of non-pervasive 

measures for rodent control such as trapping and fumigation are preferred and should be 
stated as alternatives.  

 
 


